
By Mischa Astroff
Staff Reporter

The university is providing transfer 
students with opportunities to get con-
nected with the campus community, 
a campus official said, although a na-
tional survey shows transfers often fall 
through the cracks.

The National Survey of Student En-
gagement stated that transfer students 
reported less interaction with faculty, 
a less-supportive campus environment, 
less “active and collaborative learning,” 
and fewer “enriching educational ex-
periences.”

But Rachael Taber, a senior nursing 
major and transfer student, said she was 
happy with her transfer experience.

“After having been tossed into the 
system to fend for myself at Baylor, 
transferring to TCU was very welcom-
ing,” Taber said. 

Kay Higgins, associate dean for stu-
dent development, said the university 
starts helping transfer students as soon 
as they’re admitted. 

“Once students are admitted, mem-
bers of the transfer student advisory 
board call them, answer questions and 
encourage them to attend orientation 
and all beginning connection options,” 
Higgins said.

Higgins said there are many ways 
for transfer students to start getting 
involved.

“We provide Orientation, Frog Camp 
and T-Connections classes in the first 
six weeks of class. There is also a weekly 
newsletter to transfer students for their 
first semester at TCU,” Higgins said.

T-Connections is a class specifically 
for transfer students to help them get 
acquainted with the university.

According to the Connections Web 
site, students in the T-Connections 
class explore topics like campus re-
sources, academic success, priority 
management, campus involvement and 
finding natural strengths.

Rachael Carranza, a senior advertis-
ing/public relations major and transfer 
programs student coordinator, said the 
transfer program has been successful 
in helping transfers begin their TCU 
career on a positive note.

This semester, 409 students trans-
ferred to the university, Carranza 
said.

Chris Cook, a senior secondary ed-
ucation life science major who trans-
ferred from Northlake College in Ir-
ving, said the transfer process was fairly 
smooth. 

“The people I worked with were fan-
tastic,” Cook said. “The adviser I got, 
Kara Cox, was very helpful.”

Higgins said the transfer program 
continues to grow to meet the needs 
of its students.

“If a transfer student identifies a need, 
we will respond to it,” Higgins said.
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top dvd sAles

1 Wall-E
2 Tropic Thunder
3 Kung Fu Panda
4 Hellboy II: Golden Army
5 Sisterhood of the 

Traveling Pants 2
6 Iron Man
7 Tinker Bell
8 Kung Fu Panda / Secrets 

of the Furious Five
9 Indiana Jones and the 

Kingdom of the Crystal 
Skull

10 Star Wars: The Clone Wars
—Billboard

todAy’s weAther

51 31
high low

Partly Cloudy

Tomorrow: Mostly Sunny 
60 / 36
Sunday: Sunny
60 / 43

Our final reviews section 
for the semester includes 
a look at director Danny 
Boyle’s latest, “Slumdog 
Millionaire”, already 
considered by many critics 
to be an awards contender. 
Reviews, page 5

peculiAr fAct
BUNA, Texas — The one that 
didn’t get away held an unlikely 
surprise for a Texas man. The 
blue-stoned class ring of Joe 
Richardson, engraved with 
his name, turned up inside an 
8-pound bass 21 years after he 
lost it while fishing on Lake Sam 
Rayburn.

— KDFM-TV

By Michael carroll
Staff Reporter

Pond Street Grill will be closing after 
dinner on Wednesday a university official 
said Thursday.

Craig Allen, director of Residential Ser-
vices, said the future of the building, lo-
cated in the Worth Hills area of campus, 
is uncertain.

“We actually are hoping that maybe we 
can have it open for people to use it as a 
study space,” Allen said.

The short-term transformation would 
only be in effect until the end of the se-

mester, but the possibility of it happening 
depends on whether the equipment and 
other materials in the building can be se-
cured, Allen said.

Last semester, the closing of two campus 
dining locations, Edens and Deco Deli, 
caused a small number of Dining Services 
employees to be laid off. That will not be 
the case with employees this time around, 
said Legia Abato, district marketing man-
ager for Dining Services.

“They are going to be absorbed into the 
rest of our operation,” she said.

Allen said students can expect the 
building to be changed as soon as next 

month.
“In January we’ll have something 

new,” Allen said. “It won’t be open as it 
is now.”

Whether dining will be the focus of the 
building once it changes next month is 
uncertain, Allen said. 

“There just hasn’t been a lot of interest 
in food down there,” Allen said. “It’s just 
not doing any business.”

Abato said the closing of Pond St. was 
not unforeseen.

“It was something we went into know-
ing it was a possibility and we were hop-
ing it wouldn’t happen,” Abato said. “We 

tweaked the menu a bit in hopes of keeping 
some of it alive, but that location has tradi-
tionally been a difficult location to create 
something that would keep our customers 
down there happy.”

The popularity of the location enjoyed 
in previous years fell off dramatically this 
semester because of Market Square, the 
new dining hall on campus, Abato said.

“That tends to happen when you have 
a brand new facility and you have another 
one that’s a bit older,” she said. “I know 
we’re still working with the school to see 
what will be the next generation. I just 
don’t know what it is.”

Pond Street to close its doors next week

a clOSeR lOOk
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Freshman Hayley Beindorff shops around at the Brown Lupton University Union where Holidays at TCU offered Christmas shopping and present wrapping. 

By Melissa hawkes
Staff Reporter

Residential Services is asking graduate 
students living in 15 townhouses on McCart 
Avenue to move out and allow undergradu-
ate students to take their place, a university 
official said.

Craig Allen, director of Residential Ser-
vices, said that 16 townhouses housing 32 
people on Sandage Avenue were converted 
from graduate to undergraduate housing last 
year. Juniors and seniors occupy those town-
houses now, he said.

“Our first and foremost priority is under-
graduate student housing,” Allen said.

The second phase is converting the McCart 
Avenue graduate housing to undergraduate 
housing, Allen said. In the fall of 2007, Resi-
dential Services first warned graduate stu-
dents living in the McCart townhouses that 
they may have to move out in May 2009, he 
said. 

Now, graduate students won’t be required 
to move out until July 2010, and other re-
sources have been offered to them, Allen 
said.

“In our ideal scenario we will move that 
back to graduate housing in a few years when 
we get through this construction and reno-
vation period and we have enough housing 
from undergraduate students,” Allen said.

According to the Residential Services Web 
site, the Brite Divinity School apartment 
complex Leibrock Village, the GrandMarc 
at Westberry Place and a leasing service have 
been recommended for graduate students.

Allen said Residential Services started giv-

Economic 
downturn 
takes toll on 
investments

By kimmy daycock
Staff Reporter

The Faculty Senate is looking into 
whether undergraduate students grading 
other undergraduates’ work is a concern at 
the university after an online survey gener-
ated mixed feelings from faculty members, 
a Faculty Senate official said.

Keith Whitworth, Faculty Senate secre-
tary, said Robert Garnett Jr., associate pro-
fessor in economics, sent him an e-mail 
expressing this concern. The concern was 
then brought to the Faculty Senate open 
forum at the October meeting, he said.

The open forum allowed for a five-min-
ute discussion on the issue, Whitworth 
said. 

According to the October minutes, Fac-
ulty Senate members ranked the issue as 
one of the top two most important out of 
the five issues discussed.

Whitworth said the survey consisted of 
open-ended and rating questions.

The results showed 57 percent of the 
faculty participants said they were not at 
all aware of the undergraduate grading 
practice, Whitworth said. Likewise, a to-
tal of 51 percent of the participants were 
either concerned or very concerned about 
the issue while 49 percent were either only 

See housing · pAge 4
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See a new way the 
recreation center is 
powering its new 
scoreboards.
Sports, page 10

By chance welch
Staff Reporter

The university endowment lost about 17 
percent of its market value this year soon after 
the financial crisis gained momentum in June, 
according to the chief investment officer.

James Hille, chief investment officer, said 
he told the Board of Trustees investment com-
mittee that from January to the end of Octo-
ber the endowment went from $1.2 billion to 
about $1 billion. Hille said the figure isn’t ex-
act, but said the loss is about $200 million. 

Hille pointed to the endowment troubles 
of institutions like Harvard University, which 
lost 22 percent of its market value, or $8 bil-
lion, in the first four months of the fiscal 
year, according to a report by the Financial 
Times.

“We’re not in certain capital markets like 

Faculty Senate
debates peer 
grading jobs

Study: Transfer students
often fall through cracks
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ing notice of a possible move last fall 
through letters, e-mails and visits.

“We have been very upfront 
about this situation for quite some 
time,” Allen said.  

Ryan Rich, a physics doctorate 
student and McCart resident, said 
the first announcement explained 
TCU’s commitment to becoming a 
“residential college,” which he said is 
not applicable to graduate students. 
Rich said he has lived in graduate 
housing for two and a half years 
and found out in the spring that he 
would have to move.

Rich said students never got def-
inite answers about the reasoning 
for losing their housing, and said 
the announcement stated students 
would simply be “reassigned.”

“The residential staff has evi-
dently established their priorities, 
and graduate students did not make 
that list,” Rich said.

Rich said many graduate students 
face the inconvenience of having to 
move spouses and children as well. 
He said he applauds the university’s 
effort to increase student involve-
ment by requiring more students to 
live on campus, adding, however, 
that this should not be accomplished 
by evicting current residents from 
their homes of several years. 

“Living within walking distance 
of the physics lab is crucial to my 
research,” Rich said. “Many experi-
ments last many hours, and I am of-
ten walking to the lab late at night 
to turn off a machine or change a 
sample.”

Allen said sophomores do not 
have the same independence a grad-
uate student has, and those students 
need to be taken care of. 

“Right now, Sherley Hall is closed 
— that’s over 300 beds,” Allen said. 
“Next year, Milton Daniel Hall will 
be closed. Until we finish those ren-
ovations, we are always going to be 
a little bit tight on space.”

HOuSing
continued from page 1

somewhat concerned or not con-
cerned at all, he said.

The survey was released 
through an online program called 
SurveyMonkey, a survey tool that 
allows users to create their own 
surveys.

Arthur Busbey, Faculty Senate 
chair-elect, said the purpose of 
the survey was to find out wheth-
er faculty members thought that 
undergraduates grading under-
graduates was a concern.

There were many different 
opinions from the faculty, Busbey 
said. It’s obvious from the results 
that there needs to be further dis-
cussion on the matter, he said.

The Faculty Senate Executive 
Committee will decide which 
Faculty Senate committee will 
research the issue and come up 
with a solution, Busbey said. The 
Executive Committee is consid-
ering charging this issue to either 
the Academic Excellence Com-
mittee or the Faculty Governance 
Committee, he said.

Whitworth said it will be up 
to the charged committee to re-
search other institutions to see 
if they have any undergradu-
ate grading other undergradu-
ate grading policies. As far as 
he knows, TCU does not have a 
university-wide policy regarding 
this matter, he said.

Robert Doran, Department 
of Mathematics chair, said in his 

department there is a standard 
for there to be multiple paper 
graders. Almost all classes have 
an upper-level undergraduate 
paper grader, he said.

Graders are essential to the 
department, Doran said, because 
professors wouldn’t have the time 
to grade all the papers in a timely 
manner.

For a grader to be assigned to 
a specific professor, the prospec-
tive graders have to have high 
grades in the classes they want to 
be graders, Doran said. The pro-
spective graders also have to be 
responsible to get papers graded 
on time, he said.

Each prospective grader has to 
go through an interview process, 
Doran said. Graders are chosen 
by Victor Belfi, associate profes-
sor of mathematics.

The results of the survey will 
be reported at the next Faculty 
Senate meeting next semester.

Ashley Larson, a graduate ed-
ucation student with a Bachelor 
of Science degree in mathemat-
ics, said she was a former paper 
grader for two years and said she 
doesn’t think having undergradu-
ate graders is a problem with the 
right supervision.

It’s a problem if freshmen are 
grading other freshmen students’ 
work, Larson said, but as long as 
juniors and seniors taking the 
class are grading and the profes-
sors have written out strict guide-
lines with objective grading, it’s 
not a problem.

grading
continued from page 1

By lauren rausch
Staff Reporter

Two experts on criminal 
justice from across the country 
will address how to improve 
the justice system in Tarrant 
County in a conference today 
at the Brown-Lupton University 
Union ballroom. 

The two guest speakers will 
give advice on improving com-
munity issues by gathering 
community leaders to work to-
gether.

Julius Lang, director of tech-
nical assistance for the nonprofit 
Center for Court Innovation in 
New York, will speak on com-
munity justice. The nonprofit 
works with criminal justice 
agencies to implement problem-
solving initiatives.

The other speaker is Bill Stew-
art, assistant district attorney for 
Clackamas County, Ore., and a 
member of the National District 
Attorney’s Association.

The university is teaming 
up with Fort Worth’s Safe City 
Commission and the North 
Central Texas Council of Gov-
ernments to sponsor the con-
ference.

Les Smith, adjunct faculty 
member and criminal justice co-
ordinator for the Tarrant Coun-
ty Criminal Justice Office, said 
the program would help educate 
the community on a new option 
for the justice system that would 
help rehabilitate criminals rath-
er than punish them and involve 
community leaders in the pro-
cess.

“The program stems off of 
the overreliance on traditional 
approach to criminal justice,” 

Smith said.
This overreliance is one of 

the things that is driving up 
crime, the number of criminals 
in custody and the number of 
criminals that return to the jus-
tice system in Tarrant County, 
Smith said. 

A goal of the conference is to 
determine if people are willing 
to participate in a Community 
Justice Advisory Committee, ac-
cording to the conference agen-
da. This committee, which is not 
yet developed, would be mod-
eled after community-based 
problem-solving initiatives im-
plemented in areas across the 
country. 

The committee would also 
increase interaction between 
community representatives and 
law enforcement, prosecutors 
and court officials in order to 
better understand community 
issues.

After the experts speak, the 
conference sponsors will ask 
community leaders will be asked 
whether they want to form the 
committee and implement the 
methods addressed in the con-
ference.

The event is open to the pub-
lic and admission is free, but 
seating is limited.

Experts hope to 
improve county’s
justice system

Conference
What: Conference address-
ing ways to improve the 
criminal justice system in 
Tarrant County
When: Today, 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m.
Where: Brown-Lupton 
University Union Ballroom

private equity and commodities as 
much as they were, and those as-
set classes just fell off a cliff,” Hille 
said. “Yes, we were impacted by it, 
but not nearly as much as some of 
these other endowments.”

Hille said the effects will not be 
felt in next year’s budget because 
the trustees agreed to spend as 
much of the endowment in the 
next fiscal year as they did in the 
last year, at or above 5 percent, to 
pay for annual operations. How-
ever, Hille said the long-term ef-
fects could be bad if there isn’t an 
economic recovery. 

The endowment has a stake of 
about 25 percent in the stock mar-
ket, which Hille said is low com-
pared to most institutions. Never-
theless, Hille said the area where the 
university lost the most is the stock 
market, and the trouble started in 
June with the failure of investment 
bank Lehman Brothers.

“We have the compensating over-
weight in hedge funds, which did 
half as bad as that and another com-
pensating overweight in cash, which 
isn’t gaining us anything but isn’t los-
ing anything either,” Hille said. 

The purpose of the endowment is 
divided up between paying for cur-
rent operations and saving for future 
generations at the university, Hille 
said. He said that if the university 
loses any more, it could hurt those 
future generations. 

Several things have to happen 
before the university sees any re-
covery in the endowment, Hille 
said. In addition to normal signs of 
a healthy economy like a low unem-
ployment rate, Hille said the most 
important signs are the stabilization 
of real estate values and a more ag-
gressive policy action by the Federal 
Reserve Board and other monetary 
officials. 

In the meantime, Hille said he 
doesn’t see a significant recovery in 
the endowment by next year, but 
said he hopes he’s wrong. 

endOWment
continued from page 1
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YOUR VIEW

Cheers, jeers
of fall semester

For probably the first time, and i 
hope not the last, i agree with Barack 
obama about using taxpayer’s money. 

According to a nov. 24 Detroit Free 
press article, the president-elect said in 
a press conference the same day that 
Congress was right in not giving in to 
the Big 3 automakers in Detroit because 
they did not have a definite plan for the 
$25 billion in taxpayer money they were 
seeking. 

“i think Congress did the right thing, 
which is to say you guys need to come 
up with a plan and come back before 
you’re getting any taxpayer money,” 
obama said during the conference. 

The automakers, who came to the 
bailout hearings on their private jets, 
were criticized by members of Congress 
for not coming up with a plan to fix 
their troubled companies sooner. 

“i need to be convinced that if you get 
the $25 billion that it will actually make 
a difference,” said Rep. Jeb Hensarling, 
of Texas, according to a nov. 19 article 
in The new York Times. 

Two months ago, i was assigned a 
five-page paper for a media ethics class 
that was due before Thanksgiving. part 
of getting a passing grade for the paper 
required getting four interviews. 

By last Friday, i only had one inter-
view. if i didn’t step up and get the other 
three interviews taken care of, i would 
fail the paper and endanger my grade. 

not a good idea anytime, but espe-
cially not a good idea when my gradua-
tion is less than a month away. 

As much trouble as i was in, i knew 
better than asking my teacher for more 
time or to allow fewer interviews. 

i knew what he would say: “You’ve 
had two months to work on it.” 

Sure, i didn’t spend those two months 
grazing on cereal and watching reruns of 
“Bewitched” (oK, one night i did), but i 
knew well enough that getting good in-
terviews would take time. if i received a 
failing grade because of not doing such, 
it would be solely my fault. 

Sadly, America’s automakers aren’t 
indicating so far that they have learned 
their lesson. And as cold and heartless as 
it may sound, i’m inclined to agree with 
Congress. 

i’m not very knowledgeable about 
how any business works, and most of 
what i know about the auto bailout is 
what i found on Web searches research-
ing this article. 

Whatever the blame may be — 
whether it’s unions, bad business strate-

gies or whatever — the main problem 
seems to be that the automakers weren’t 
wise enough to fix the problem before 
it broke. 

What i do know is that this is all too 
indicative of an attitude in this country 
that everyone else owes us a living. 

This situation is just one of a num-
ber of recent cases that you can pick to 
illustrate that all some Americans want 
is just to take and take some more. The 
only thing they seem not to want to take 
is responsibility when the time calls for 
it. 

The United States of America was 
built by the hands of men and women 
who sacrificed their time, their resourc-
es and their lives to make this country 
what it is today. An attitude that the 
government is supposed to indulge our 
every whim flies straight in the face of 
this.  

i pray that we haven’t forgotten the 
immortal words of one Democrat 
named John F. Kennedy: “And so, my 
fellow Americans: ask not what your 
country can do for you — ask what you 
can do for your country.” 

Until the Big 3 automakers, and 
all Americans stop asking from our 
country and our government, and start 
being responsible, my pessimism will 
not abate.  

Valerie Hannon is a senior news-
editorial journalism major from Allen.

normally, the time between Thanks-
giving and Christmas is when retailers 
cheer. Stocking up on their goods like 
packrats, they prepare for the onslaught 
of shoppers.

in good economic times, retailers are 
easily able to sell their products and rou-
tinely even run out of that year’s popular 
“must-have” item.

This year, obviously, things are a little 
different. in an economy where people 
are forced to be more frugal, sales at Wal-
Mart are going up, while sales at luxury 
retailers are declining sharply. This was 
one reason why Black Friday was just as 

popular as ever — so 

popular, in fact, that a Wal-Mart em-
ployee in Staten island, n.Y., was actually 
trampled to death trying to subdue the 
crowds.

But let’s not forget what the holi-
days are supposed to be about. Giving 
a gift is, of course, a sign of goodwill 
and thoughtfulness. But at what point 
did consumerism take over the holiday 
season? A long time ago, apparently — as 
the tradition seems to be firmly in-
grained in American culture just as much 
as baseball and apple pie.

The latest economic crisis is a re-
minder of what happens when people 
buy things they think they need that they 
can’t afford. Americans need to rethink 
whether that must-have toy is really a 
necessity, especially when they are paying 
with plastic. Maybe it’s time for Chris-
tians to rethink what Christmas should 
really be about. it’s a celebration of Jesus’ 
birth and the lessons he teaches human-
ity about loving your neighbor. During a 
recession, donations to charities remain 
stagnant, as people realize that in hard 

times, there are more people out there in 
the world who could really use a hand-
out.

There is a great organization called 
Kiva that provides micro-loans to the 
poorest of the poor in developing na-
tions who want to expand their farms, 
start small businesses and participate in 
the market economy, but are unable to 
get a normal bank loan. Kiva is a non-
profit organization and does not make 
a profit on any of the loans it facilitates. 
Kiva offers gift certificates that you can 
give to a family member or friend for 
the holidays, and the recipient can select 
a beneficiary on the Web site. After 
three years, your donation is actually 
returned to you after the loan has been 
repaid, and you are then free to loan 
that money to someone else. Unique 
gift ideas like these could really make a 
difference in someone’s life, and it’s very 
easy to do.

Matthew Rosson is a sophomore 
prebusiness major from Lincoln, Neb. 

bailout shouldn’t be automatic 
answer to automakers’ problems

When reading “Auto industry deserves 
bailout, too” the possibly of not having a 
bailout has to be considered. This week 
CEo’s from the Big 3 automakers march 
to Washington D.C. to make a case for 
why they should receive bailout money. 

These CEo’s are really asking for 
hard-earned taxpayer money to sub-
sidize their businesses. Why should 
taxpayers subsidize failure? in addition, 
the government recently gave financial 
institutions $700 billion to ensure the 
financial system would not collapse. 
However, many people believe that the 
financial world would collapse without 
this “bailout.” nothing could be further 
from the truth.

Yes, there would be a temporary crisis, 
but banks would file for bankruptcy and 
another company or individual would 
buy the banks that went bankrupt. Banks 
would consolidate, but banks would still 
exist. Taking this to the extreme, let’s say 
every single bank failed, it would induce 
personal lending. For example if people 
needed money to start a business, they 
might knock on the door of Bill Gates or 
Warren Buffett to get a loan. in return, 
Gates or Buffett could charge a rental fee 
for using that money or in other words, 
interest. To say the financial system 
needed a bailout is utter nonsense.  

With regard to the auto industry, 
a bailout is also not needed. Foreign 
automakers such as Toyota, Honda 
and nissan are not asking for a bailout. 
one problem with the domestic auto-
makers such as Ford, General Motors 
and Chrysler are the unions. Unions 
are granted special permission by the 
government to get contracts that other 
companies are not allowed access to. in 
addition, unions ask for “fair wages” and 
sometimes go on strike if their demands 
are not meet. Union labor workers at 
GM in 2008 earn around $69 per hour. 
Compare this to workers at Toyota who 
earn $48 per hour. 

of course the worker at GM is get-
ting a better deal but the only problem 
is that GM has to pass along the costs 
to the consumer. in addition to getting 
higher wages employees also get gener-
ous health benefits. For GM, health care 
benefits add around $1,500 to the price 
of every car that GM sells. 

With all of these expenses, it is hard 
for any of the domestic automakers to 
turn a profit. To put it simply, auto-
makers were spending more than they 

were making. if these automakers could 
drastically reduce their costs and keep 
their costs below their revenue then they 
would turn a profit. 

However, the more important ques-
tion is why should taxpayers subsidize 
failure? Giving automakers money 
will not magically make them success-
ful. What is very disturbing is that the 
government would even think of giv-
ing CEos money (especially when the 
CEos clearly don’t understand the basic 
concept of revenues and costs). Compa-
nies can do a number of things to raise 
money. For example, companies can 
issue stock to raise money or issue bonds 
to investors.  

Giving automakers and other in-
stitutions bailout money creates risk 
for future problems. Since people now 
know they can be eligible for current 
and future bailouts, it will induce them 
to engage in risky behavior. This risk is 
known as moral hazard. 

Why must the government intervene 
when the private market already has a 
solution? Some people argue it is un-
American to let companies in the United 
States fail. Even if the automakers filed 
for bankruptcy it doesn’t mean they dis-
appear. The companies restructure and 
usually some other entity buys out the 
company. Companies within the airline 
industry and steel industry have filed 
for bankruptcy and are still in business. 
However, people would still have options 
if GM, Chrysler and Ford disappeared. 
Toyota, Lexus and Honda are always 
ready to do business. Giving money to a 
failing business is analogous to giving a 
drug addict more drugs. 

Just because the government gives a 
company money doesn’t mean that the 
company has to wisely spend that mon-
ey. A perfect example of this is are the fi-
nancial institutions that received money 
from the government via the bailout, but 
are reluctant to lend out money and in 
essence hoarding money. Also very few 
people have considered what happens 
when the government hands out money 
and prints more of it. 

As the government prints more 
money inflation sets in and the currency 
is devalued since there is a large supply 
of money. As former president Ronald 
Reagan once put it “Government is not a 
solution to our problem; government is 
the problem.”

Peter Parlapiano is a senior 
finance major from Houston.

Christmas about more than gifts

Automakers don’t deserve bailout

matthew Rosson  

valeRie hannon

sxc.hu

Cheers to the university for adding new majors and minors and 
continuing to give students more choices. in the immortal words of 
“Schoolhouse Rock,” “Knowledge is power!”

Jeers to the new meal plan. The administration failed to listen 
to student concerns from the conception of the plan. now the lack 
of flexibility of the plan has robbed previously popular pond Street 
Grill of business and students of options.

Cheers to the Board of Trustees for lowering the tuition increase 
rate from 8 percent to 5 percent. Thanks for being sensitive to stu-
dents’ concerns in light of the financial crisis. 

Jeers to those who responded to obama’s election victory with 
hateful comments and irrational actions. Given our nation’s current 
struggles, partisanship will only make solving these problems more 
difficult.

Cheers to all of the individual and university efforts to make 
campus a little more green — without sacrificing any of the purple.

Jeers to alcohol prohibition at student tailgates this year. Don’t 
force students to drink off campus and drive to games.

Cheers to those who raised their voices with a vote in this year’s 
presidential, congressional and campus elections.  

Jeers to fans of Horned Frogs athletics who didn’t show up to 
games, depriving athletes of the support they deserve.

sxc.hu
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For an unforgettable dining experience, reserve your table at Del Frisco’s. 
We are located across from the Convention Center, the Hilton Hotel and just 
minutes from Sundance Square. We offer valet parking and attire is business 

casual (jacket not required). 

Reservations not required, but recommended. 
So, come on in and enjoy a little of Fort Worth’s best!

812 Main Street
Fort Worth, TX 76102

(817) 817-3999
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news

by Julieta chiquillo
News Editor

The yellowing trees on Hemp-
hill Street are golden paint strokes 
against the gloomy sky on a chilly 
Tuesday morning, the leftover of a 
November thunderstorm the night 
before. Against this backdrop, sev-
eral men, most of them wearing 
jackets, gather outside shabby 
auto-shops that have yet to open, 
looking — hoping — for a job. 

Hope is the only currency to 
barter with in this run-down 
neighborhood, and many find 
themselves turning to the steeple 
in times of hardship. Two church-
es, First Presbyterian Church and 
Southside Church of Christ, stand 
guard on this one-third-of-a-mile 
stretch of Hemphill Street, nour-
ishing not only the soul but the 
body as men, women and children 
flock outside the church’s door to 
get groceries.

Inside the church, volunteers 
ask those in line for a picture ID, 
a proof of residency and verifica-
tion of income. The church saves 
its limited resources for the needy 
in local communities. Once neigh-
bors have presented documenta-
tion, they wait to be interviewed 
by church staff.

Southside provides food to more 
than 400 families every month 
through its Food Pantry program. 
Glynatta Richie, coordinator of the 
Food Pantry program for South-
side, said each family or neighbor 
is allowed about 40 pounds of food 
once a month, including nonper-
ishable goods and fresh produce 
when available.

Southside not only helps its 
neighbors through independent 
programs like Food Pantry, but it 
also pools resources with 10 oth-
er churches to help the needy in 
local communities. The church 
is part of a 20-year-old initiative 
called the South Central Alliance 
of Churches, which provides as-
sistance to residents in ZIP codes 
76104, 76109 and 76110. 

The social services offered by 

the alliance have experienced a 
surge in demand as communities 
under the strain of what pundits 
call the worst financial crisis since 
the Great Depression turn to local 
churches for relief. 

The church’s pantry room is a 
beehive, with about 10 volunteers 
diligently bagging groceries after 
an earlier visit by a Tarrant Area 
Food Bank bus delivering fresh 
produce. Richie said the church 
has seen a 25 percent increase in 
the number of people request-
ing food in the past six or seven 
weeks.

“We just keep our fingers 
crossed about the Food Bank being 
able to furnish our needs,” Richie 
said, adding that food donations 
also contribute to the pantry.

Helping hand

Like other similar nonprof-
its, the South Central Alliance of 
Churches, housed by Southside, 
offers in-kind assistance, such as 
food, diapers, bus passes, prescrip-
tion medication and clothing. But 
the alliance also offers much rarer 
financial aid to meet emergency 
or one-time needs of community 
members. 

Neighbors may receive in-kind 
assistance once a month, whereas 
they may apply for financial aid 
only once a year.

Tiel Jenkins, director of the al-
liance and its only employee, said 
the program aims to help families 
or individuals — clients — who 
can usually meet their needs but 
are struggling with unexpected ex-

penses or going through a difficult 
time. The alliance may provide up 
to $150 for utilities and $300 for 
rent, which are paid directly to 
the renter or the utility company. 
The alliance does not pay clients’ 
entire bill but what they are short 
on, Jenkins said.

When a potential client calls, 
Jenkins interviews the caller to 
find out whether the person’s in-
come would usually meet his or 
her needs and then asks the caller 
to come to her office with proof 
of income: a Social Security award 
letter, paycheck stub or employ-
ment verification letter. There are 
always more requests than money 
available, so Jenkins said she evalu-
ates requests in depth to determine 
who needs the help the most. 

Jenkins said the alliance helps 
an average of about 120 clients ev-
ery month, including those who 
receive in-kind relief. She said she 
refers those who are ineligible to 
receive aid, such as people who 
are not residents of the program’s 
service area, to other social service 
agencies in Fort Worth.

Beyond denominations

The alliance’s total income in 
2007 was about $53,000, Jenkins 
said. Some member churches do-
nate cash while others contribute 
in-kind items, she said. 

Mike Cooley, president of the 
alliance board and member of 
First Presbyterian/Hemphill Fel-
lowship, said the alliance’s finan-
cial contributions have not been af-
fected by the economic slowdown 
yet because churches have already 
made commitments for the year, 
but the alliance might see changes 
in January. Some churches’ contri-
butions fluctuate because they pre-
fer to pursue similar programs for 
their own congregation, but those 
changes are offset by increased 
donations from other members, 
he said. 

Vernon Lee, board represen-
tative for University Christian 
Church, said the alliance budgets 
together at the beginning of the 

year, then adjusts as the year pro-
gresses. The board meets once a 
month, he said.

“We keep a small reserve to see 
us over bad times,” Lee said.

The alliance is an ecumenical ef-
fort to better reach out to residents 
of low-income neighborhoods, Lee 
said. The member churches and 
the alliance have a synergistic re-
lationship, cooperating with each 
other’s programs so that a program 
may readily supply resources to an-
other one if needed, he said.

“There are very few people in 
our neighborhood who need help,” 
Lee said, noting that fewer aid re-
quests come from the 76109 ZIP 
code than the other two ZIP codes 
in the alliance’s service area. 

Love thy neighbor

As the holidays approach, the 
alliance picks up the pace for its 
seasonal projects.

Carol Lee, board secretary and 
member of UCC with husband 
Vernon Lee, said about 408 families 
signed up this year for the annual 
turkey basket program. Neighbors 
pay a $5 fee in exchange for a tra-
ditional Thanksgiving dinner — 
a 13-pound turkey and a sack of 
groceries that includes cranberry 
sauce, dressing, vegetables, fruit 
and dessert. 

“If you’ve ever seen about 
1,200 bags of food and 400 tur-
keys stacked in a room, it’s quite 
a sight,” Vernon Lee said.

For Christmas, churches in the 
alliance sponsor a certain number 
of children, and members in each 
church commit to getting a toy and 
clothing for each child, Carol Lee 
said.

But the Good Samaritan may 
have to deal with a reluctant 
stranger. Even though dozens 
line up outside Southside seeking 
help, many do so with a feeling of 
wounded pride.

“People don’t understand how 
hard it is for someone to ask for 
help,” Jenkins said. “And a lot of 
times people don’t ask for help un-
til it is too late.”

Churches struggle to meet demand of needy
by bonnie miller rubin
Chicago Tribune

FAYETTEVILLE, Ark. — Anne 
Shelley and Dr. Robin Ross are un-
winding following a jam-packed 
day of ferrying 4-year-old daugh-
ter Eva Mae from preschool to ice 
skating lessons to speech therapy.

“It’s pretty much your mundane 
American family,” said Shelley, 
46, over a dinner of barbecue at 
their comfortable home near the 
Ozarks.

But not everyone sees their do-
mestic situation as a hefty slice of 
apple pie. Arkansas residents re-
cently voted to ban people who 
are “cohabitating outside of a valid 
marriage,” as Shelley and Ross do, 
from being foster parents or adopt-
ing children as these women did.

The measure was written to 
prohibit straight and gay couples 
who live together from adopting 
or becoming foster parents, but its 
real objective, child welfare experts 
say, is to bar same-sex couples like 
Shelley and Ross, 52, from raising 
children.

“We don’t have enough quality 
homes as it is, and now we’re going 
to place more restrictions?” asked 
Susan Hoffpauir, president of the 
Arkansas Chapter of the National 
Association of Social Workers.

While the Nov. 4 vote to ban gay 
marriage in California grabbed the 
headlines, it is same-sex parenting 
that is heating up as the next skir-
mish in the nation’s culture wars. 

Nationwide, laws on the issue 
are a grab bag. Florida had been 
the only state that had a law specifi-
cally disallowing gay individuals 
from adoption, although they are 
allowed to be foster parents. 

Still, many Americans are op-
posed to placing kids in gay house-
holds, and social conservatives 
hope the issue will rally voters in 
the same way that same-sex mar-
riage brought them to the polls last 
month.

In Arkansas, some 3,700 chil-

dren are in state custody — taken 
from their homes because of abuse 
and neglect — of which, 960 kids 
(average age: 8.5 years) are imme-
diately available for adoption, said 
Julie Munsell of the state Depart-
ment of Human Services.

But beyond the state system, 
the ban set to take effect Jan. 1 
will thwart private adoptions of 
children like Eva Mae, left at the 
door of a Vietnamese orphanage. 
Moreover, the new law could jeop-
ardize a wide range of nontradi-
tional living arrangements, such as 
co-habitating grandparents raising 
grandchildren, say opponents.

However, such scenarios are a 
“smokescreen,” said John Thomas, 
vice president of the Arkansas Fam-
ily Council, a conservative group 
that pushed to get the initiative on 
the ballot after it had failed several 
times in the legislature. The real is-
sue, he said, is that the state has to 
set the bar higher when it comes to 
finding homes for children.

But finding potential homes for 
foster children is a continual chal-
lenge across the country — espe-
cially for children who are older 
and have special needs. 

In a recent report, the nonpar-
tisan group concluded that a na-
tional ban on gay adoptions could 
add $87 million to $130 million 
to foster care expenditures annu-
ally because these children would 
then be living in other types of 
institutional care, such as group 
homes.

Social conservatives say the 
state could alleviate the shortage 
of foster and adoptive parents by 
stepping up efforts to recruit bet-
ter candidates. “We have the op-
portunity to create the very best 
families,” Thomas said. “That’s 
what we should be aiming for.”

Still, a broad coalition of child-
advocacy organizations — includ-
ing the American Academy of Pe-
diatrics — came out against the 
ban, as did Gov. Mike Beebe and 
former President Bill Clinton.

Same-sex parenting  
turning into culture war

“We just keep our 
fingers crossed 
about the Food 
Bank being 
able to furnish 
our needs.”

glynatta richie
Food Pantry coordinator
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reviews

by greg laver
Staff Writer

The 2009 Audi A4; it may have 
the same name as its predecessor, 
but it is truly a different animal, 
and i had the privilege of driv-
ing one of the demo cars at DFw 
Audi just a day or so after they 
arrived. 

if you are lazy and do not want 
to bother reading the rest of this 
review, read this: Go buy this car. 
Go to the dealership and look at 
it, then buy it on looks and styl-
ing alone. You could decide to 
go and drive it, but you would 
only want to buy the car even 
more. The new A4, in the words 
of James May of BBC’s Top Gear, 
is “everything i approve of in a 
car.” 

Let’s examine the new aggres-
sive exterior and lines of the A4’s 
new body. Aren’t they pretty? 
stunning in fact. i think so, and 
most of the automotive press 

would agree with me on that. 
One look at the brochure will re-
veal page after page of pictures 
featuring this beauty. The only 
complaint about the new Audi’s 
looks are the small LeD running 
lights that come with the Xenon 
light package. Personally, i love 
them. i love it when a brand tries 
to create an identity or a particu-
lar look among its models. The 
lights are cues from the brand’s 
supercar, the r8, and to me that’s 
cool. 

while the look is appealing, 
Audi has been at its best as of late 
on the inside. Open the door, slide 
in and look around you. even at 
the lowest trim level the interior 
wipes the floor with almost all 
of its competition. everything is 
ergonomically placed and driver-
oriented. it is full of nice buttons 
and colors, and nothing is over-
done; it is just brilliant. Audi also 
gives plenty of interior options 
which allow for individual styl-

ing. A beautiful fusion of mod-
ern design with classic styling? 
Done. Just get the car with Audi’s 
quality wooden inlays and beige 

or light gray leather. Fan of the 
sporty look? Just take the s-Line 
package which comes with more 
supportive and adjustable sport 
seats, a brilliant brushed alumi-

num inlay package and a racing-
inspired three-spoke steering 
wheel. in all, the interior of the 
new A4 follows the trend — of 
Audi setting the trend.

so both the interior and exte-
rior of the new longer and wider 
A4 are brilliant, but how does it 
drive? Fantastic. There is no ig-
noring the fact that the Audi is 
not a rear wheel drive car. so it 
will never be the best driver’s car, 
but at the same time it does not 
feel like a standard front wheel 
drive sedan. The only new A4 i 
drove had the Quattro all wheel 
drive system which sends most of 
the power to the rear wheels, so 
much that it feels reminiscent of 
a rear wheel drive but still pro-
vides the all wheel drive confi-
dence to tackle any corner ag-
gressively without fear. However, 
even though this all wheel drive 
system is very good, i would not 
recommend it unless you live in 
a climate with frequent snowy or 

icy conditions. instead, buy the 
front wheel drive model. You will 
be rewarded with very good fuel 
economy and, based on my ex-
perience with Audi’s and vw’s 
latest models; the car will still 
handle brilliantly but is a little 
less tail-happy then a BMw.

in all, the new A4 is an excel-
lent car. it features sophisticated 
styling and great engineering. 
with its longer and wider wheel 
base the car drives better then 
ever. The A4 is finally better than 
its competition, the BMw 328i, 
which is just not quite enough 
car to take full advantage of its 
rear wheel drive advantage. How-
ever, do not consider the A4 as 
a competitor to the more pow-
erful, twin turbo-charged 335i. 
That car’s more powerful engine 
puts it in a different class, both 
in performance and price point. 
That is what the upcoming Audi 
s4 will have to shoot at, and if 
the A4’s taking down the 328i is 

any indication. BMw could very 
much have something to worry 
about. After this drive, i will take 
an A4 right now; two-liter turbo 
engine, front wheel drive, misano 
red, with the s-line interior and 
performance packages. i don’t 
think any other car purchase at 
this price point could be better.

Final Thoughts: The new A4 
finally achieves what Audi has al-
ways wanted — to take down the 
entry level three series. The exte-
rior is fantastic and the interior 
is even better. it even drives bril-
liantly with its new dimensions. 
However, the new A4 should not 
be confused for a 335i killer. it is 
just too weak to defeat that BMw 
performance monster. instead, 
that job will have to be reserved 
for the soon arriving s4.

Fun: 4/5 
Interior: 5/5
Exterior: 5/5 
Value and Fuel Economy: 5/5

by michelle anderson
Staff Writer

it would be difficult to top 
Taylor swift’s first self-titled 
album, which was released 
last year, but her second al-
bum, “Fearless,” released Nov. 
11 three times multi platinum, 
might just do it. 

At 18, swift has already ac-
complished a lifetime worth of 
achievements. Her first album 
was certified three times multi 
platinum by the recording in-
dustry Association of America, 
with five top 40 hits. On Nov. 
23, swift was awarded Favor-
ite Female Artist, Country 
Music at the American Music 
Awards. 

“Fearless” is already on its 
way to surpassing her first 

album and for good reason. 
swift’s sophomore album has 
sold more copies than any oth-
er country album, according 
to her web site, www.taylor-
swift.com. The songs on the 
second album are filled with 
messages that girls and wom-
en of all ages can relate to and 
will want to sing along with. 
Her teenage ballads are perfect 
country songs with love, cheat-

ing and heartbreak all rolled 
into one.

The leading single on her 
second album, “Love story,” 
based off the story of romeo 
and Juliet, has already reached 
No. 4 on the Billboard Hot 100 
list.

swift’s voice has won the 
hearts of her fans, but her lyrics 
are what really make her songs 
stand out. The singer/songwrit-
er/guitar player writes most of 
her own songs, making them 
that much more special. with 
lines like “it’s a love story, baby 
just say yes,” from her leading 
single “Love story,” teens and 
20-somethings can relate to the 
hopeless love that swift often 
sings about. song No. 11 on 
the album of 13 songs, “Forever 
and Always,” was written about 
her boyfriend at the time, Joe 
Jonas, of the Jonas Brothers.

The teen sensation’s music is 
full of emotion and fun, making 
every song on the album worth 
listening to over and over again. 
There is a song for every mood 
from bliss in “The Best Day” to 
anger in “Hey stephen.”

if this artist keeps turning 
out albums like her first two, 
her music is sure to make his-
tory and will be around for 
years to come. 

by bibek bhandari
Staff Reporter

it’s the final question for a chance 
to win 20 million rupees in the Hin-
di version of “who wants to be a 
Millionaire?”

ironically, 18-year old Jamal Ma-
lik (Dev Patel), the contestant of the 
Tv show from the slums of Mumbai, 
never knew the answer to this ques-
tion, taken from a well-known book 
which he once studied at school.

so, how did Jamal get the an-
swer correct? Did he cheat or was 
it luck?

“slumdog Millionaire” gives you 
the answer in bits and pieces. 

The police arrest Jamal for inter-
rogations because they don’t believe 
a slum dweller and less-educated 
person like him would be talented 
enough to answer the entire list of 
questions in the show. But the win-
ner sits down and unfolds the hints 
of how he got his answers. 

each of Jamal’s life sequences is 
on his stairway to victory. The en-
counter with his favorite movie star 
to the escape from the slums due to 
a religious riot and his quest to find 
his lost love, Latika (Freida Pinto), 
are all clues to his chase for the grand 
amount.

“slumdog Millionaire” takes 
the viewer to an exhilarating jour-
ney through india. Mostly shot in 
Mumbai, formerly known as Bom-
bay, viewers see a piece of the life 
of poverty-stricken people in the 
slums, home to more than 1 mil-
lion of the city’s 13 million souls of 
india’s financial capital. The movie 
also gives viewers a sense of how a 
breed of criminals could rise from 
hunger, and it also makes them be-
lieve in love. 

Adapted from vikas swarup’s 
novel “Q&A,” director Danny Boyle 
brings ‘slumdog’ to life with rich vi-
suals of poor india and realistic per-
formances from the cast. Compared 

to this British director’s past projects 
such as horror flick “28 Days Later...” 
or “The Beach,” starring Leonardo 
DiCaprio, this movie ascends above 
all. 

Patel gives a first-class perfor-
mance along with other cast mem-
bers who are equally potent. A 
crowd of well-known indian actors 
from Bollywood like irfan Khan as 
the police inspector and Anil Ka-
poor as the game show host deliver 
their acting panache, marking their 
presence in the international film 
circuit. 

A.r.rahman, an eminent indian 
musician, renders his tunes to the 

movie, which adds flavor and es-
sence. The movie ends on a truly 
Bollywood note with a happy union 
and a song and dance sequence. But 
expect no smooches or explicit dis-
play of affection as in most western 
movies. 

“slumdog Millionaire” is a story 
that tells the tale of thousands of peo-
ple in Mumbai who live in poverty, 
abused and strayed like a dog. it’s a 
story of hope, survival and finding 
the real meaning on life — love. 

if you want to know india inside 
and out, this 120-minute drama 
will take viewers across the cultural 
realms of the west. “slumdog” will 

certainly give the audience who 
wants to break free from “Twi-
light” and “Quantum of solace” a 
new taste.

so, the final question: is “slum-
dog Millionaire” A) a well-executed 
movie; B) worth buying a ticket; C) a 
quality movie-watching experience; 
D) a contender for the Oscars.

i’d say: All of the above. 
A winner all the way.  
“slumdog Millionaire” runs for 

120 minutes and is rated r for some 
violence, disturbing images and lan-
guage. Currently, it is playing at The 
Magnolia in Dallas and Angelika in 
Plano. 

by chance Welch
Staff Reporter

energy drinks, live-action 
role playing games, boobs and 
the band Kiss are some of the 
diverse topics covered in “role 
Models”, a new comedy directed 
by David wain. if this sounds like 
fun to you, then you might want 
to bond with Paul rudd and se-
ann william scott for about an 
hour and a half.

Paul rudd stars as Danny, a 
man who is convinced that his 
work pimping Minotaur energy 
drink to schoolchildren as a le-
gal alternative to drugs has no 
meaning. small wonder. seann 
william scott plays wheeler, his 
co-worker who loves his job be-
cause the only responsibilities are 
showing up on time in the Mino-
taur costume. wheeler considers 
Danny a friend even if the feeling 
isn’t mutual. 

After Danny’s breakdown 
leaves the two in legal limbo, they 
are faced with either jail time or 
150 hours of community service 

for a Big Brother-like program 
run by a former crack addict 
played excellently by Jane Lynch. 
Maybe she could’ve used some 
Minotaur energy drink instead 
of blow.

Christopher Mintz-Plasse 
(McLovin from “superbad”) 
and Bobb’e J. Thompson give 
solid performances as the “littles” 
wheeler and Danny take care of. 
Both rudd and scott play char-
acters that you feel like you’ve 
seen them play before, but like 
Mintz-Plasse, who basically plays 
a variation of his “McLovin” char-
acter from “superbad,” can play 
that character very well. 

wain is mostly known for the 
Tv sketch comedy cult hit “The 
state” and the comedy group 
stella. wain brings along “state” 
alumni Kerri Kenney-silver, Joe 
Lo Truglio and Ken Marino, who 
helped wain and rudd write the 
screenplay.

if those faces look familiar, it’s 
because they have all starred in 
previous films like “reno 911!: 
Miami” and wain’s previous ef-

forts “The Ten” and “wet Hot 
American summer.” wain finds 
some familiar territory in deal-
ing with childhood traumas and 
growing up, even if that applies 
to men who are approaching 
midlife crises. while “wet Hot 
American summer” addressed 
childhood traumas and the 
pains of growing up in an off-
beat variation on 1980s summer 
camp movies, “role Models” is 
his most commercial effort to 
date but it pays off comedically. 
Although the movie feels formu-
laic in finding that even “grown-
ups” can grow up, the numerous 
asides and one-liners keep your 
mind off the sometimes predict-
able events.

it might feel like a Kevin smith 
or Judd Apatow film, which can be 
a compliment or a curse to some. 
Both filmmakers make comedies 
that are raunchy and profane, but 
at the center are sweet and almost 
sentimental to their characters. 
This movie is a hard r, but at its 
center is redeeming without be-
ing schmaltzy. 

Star’s second album 
just as good as first 

New Audi A4 has everything that drivers want and need 

Meet Mary Couts Burnett, 
Amon Carter and 21 other 
namesakes behind the 
buildings at TCU. 
Coming in January

‘Role Models’ tries for both the sweet and the salty

Boyle’s ‘Millionaire’ an instant winner

If you are lazy and 
do not want to 
bother reading 
the rest of this 
review, read 
this: Go buy this 
car. Go to the 
dealership and 
look at it, then 
buy it on looks 
and styling alone.

Fox SEarchlight PicturES

Dev Patel and Frieda Pinto star in director Danny Boyle’s “Slumdog Millionaire,” which was released Nov. 12. 

The teen 
sensation’s music 
is full of emotion 
and fun, making 
every song on 
the album worth 
listening to over 
and over again. 

Big MachiNE rEcorDS

uNivErSal PicturES

Seann William Scott and Paul rudd star in the comedy “role Models,” which opened Nov. 7. 
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WHY GO ANYWHERE ELSE? 
REGISTER ONLINE AT WWW.LIFELONG.TCU.EDU 
OR CALL 817-257-7132.

GRE: 
TUESDAYS/THURSDAYS 2/10-3/5
6PM-9PM
8 SESSIONS
$749 (AFTER DISCOUNT)

LSAT: 
SUNDAYS, TUESDAYS, THURSDAYS 1/11-2/1
SUNDAYS 1-4PM, TUESDAYS/THURSDAY 6:30PM-9:30PM
10 SESSIONS (NO CLASS 1/18)
$849 (AFTER DISCOUNT)

GMAT: 
SATURDAYS 1/31-3/7
1PM-5PM
6 SESSIONS
$849 (AFTER DISCOUNT)

TAUGHT BY EXPERTS, 
COMPREHENSIVE 

COURSES ARE 5-10 WEEKS 
IN LENGTH & ARE PRICED 

WELL BELOW OTHER 
PROVIDERS. PLUS, TCU 

FACULTY, STAFF & 
STUDENTS GET AN 

ADDITIONAL DISCOUNT!
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news

by mike mcgraw
McClatchy Newspapers

OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, 
Neb. — Poor maintenance may be 
compromising the flight safety of 
reconnaissance aircraft carrying 
some of America’s most advanced 
electronic equipment, according 
to current and former aircraft me-
chanics.

The RC-135 aircraft are main-
tained at Offutt Air Force Base and 
fly global intelligence-gathering 
missions. While they are among 
the oldest in the Air Force’s aging 
fleet, the planes carry the latest 
equipment for detecting troop 
movements, enemy radio trans-
missions and nuclear emissions.

Top Air Force officials said the 
29 planes — called such names as 
“Rivet Joint” and “Open Skies” for 
the types of missions they fly — 
are properly maintained.

But George Sarris, a senior ci-
vilian aircraft mechanic at Offutt 
with more than 30 years experi-
ence, told The Kansas City Star 
that he has been waging a years-
long battle to bring maintenance 
concerns to light about the RC-
135 fleet and became so frustrated 
that he decided to go public.

“I have found inspections that 
are 17 years past due, hydraulic 
and fuel hoses that should have 
been changed 15 years ago, and 
recently several emergency system 
hoses that were 30-plus years past 
time change,” Sarris said, adding 
that he believes at least one land-
ing gear assembly also was im-
properly installed.

Those concerns are backed 
by eight other current and for-
mer Offutt mechanics, and have 
sparked several congressional in-
vestigations into safety issues, plus 
an ongoing inquiry into whether 
Sarris was disciplined for speak-
ing out.

Sarris and other aircraft experts 
told The Star that the maintenance 
issues are serious and could even-
tually lead to mechanical failures 
on the RC-135s, delaying critical 
missions or endangering crew 

members’ lives.
Air Force officials acknowl-

edged that the age of the planes 
presents unique maintenance 
challenges, and that at least one 
recent in-flight incident caused 
a significant problem. But they 
said most of Sarris’ concerns have 
been addressed, are unfounded or 
were determined to be unsubstan-
tiated.

Offutt officials insisted that the 
planes are meticulously main-
tained by highly trained civilian 
and military mechanics — an 
assertion they say is backed by 
tens of thousands of safe flying 
hours.

The RC-135s have an “outstand-
ing flying safety record,” said Air 
Force Brig. Gen. James J. Jones, 
commander of the 55th Wing at 
Offutt. He said he has total con-
fidence in maintenance workers 
at Offutt.

However, Jones said he could 
not comment on some of Sarris’ 
concerns because those matters 
are “for official use only.” As for 
landing gear assemblies, Jones 
said the questions “go into highly 
technical assertions and specula-
tion.”

“Without going into each spe-
cific question, I will tell you that 
in the cases you cite, we immedi-
ately corrected the problems after 
our maintenance experts identi-
fied them.”

Sarris said, however, that the 
problems were only corrected af-
ter he complained to local con-
gressmen or top Air Force brass 
and that, in the end, he was pun-
ished for speaking out.

While RC-135s do have a rela-
tively safe flying record — only 
one has crashed in the last 27 
years — documents obtained by 
The Star reflect troubling main-
tenance-related incidents.

For example, there was an en-
gine malfunction during a training 
flight of one of the RC-135s this 
fall. The plane, an “Open Skies” 
aircraft, is used to help monitor 
an international arms treaty and 
often carries foreign military of-

ficers during observation flights 
over other countries.

The reverse thrusters on one of 
the plane’s engines malfunctioned 
and deployed in mid-flight, forc-
ing the crew to take corrective ac-
tion. The thrust reversers are only 
supposed to deploy during land-
ings, to help slow the plane down. 
Sarris said he fears the problem re-
sulted from rushed maintenance, 
and Air Force records show the 
thrust reverser was “incorrectly 
blocked out.”

Jones said he could not discuss 
the thrust reverser incident be-
cause it is the subject of an Air 
Force safety investigation.

But Col. Terry Parsons, the 
Maintenance Group Command-
er at Offutt, acknowledged in an 
interview last week that “some-
one made a big mistake.” Parsons 
insisted, however, that it was an 
isolated incident.

“Something special is going 
on here,” Parsons said. “We are 
a model for the rest of the Air 
Force.”

He and other top Offutt main-
tenance officials said workers 
have consistently received top 
Air Force ratings for having zero 
maintenance errors.

An Air Force employee survey 
in 2007 showed some military 
maintenance workers at Offutt 
who work with civilians such as 
Sarris have concerns. Nearly two-
thirds of about 300 military main-
tenance workers who participated 
in the anonymous survey said low 
morale is a problem. They also 
said stress and a poor work envi-
ronment are taking a toll.

Four of Sarris’ civilian co-work-
ers — all of whom asked not to be 
identified for fear of reprisals — 
backed up Sarris’ claims.

Former aircraft mechanics Ed 
Printz and Rick Kaarstadt also 
told The Star that Sarris’ concerns 
are legitimate. “George is an excel-
lent mechanic. He’s very sharp,” 
Kaarstadt added.

Another former machinist, Mi-
chael Butler, said “I’m afraid we’re 
going to put one of those things 

in the dirt” and cost lives.
And Timothy Newman, a for-

mer maintenance worker who left 
the air base four years ago, said, 
“They are trying to take shortcuts, 
but George is by the book.”

Meanwhile, federal officials are 
investigating whether Sarris has 
been illegally punished by the Air 
Force for blowing the whistle on 
maintenance issues.

While the planes are well engi-
neered and undergo constant up-
grades, even top Air Force officials 
are concerned about the heavy toll 
that constant usage — including 
simultaneous wars in Afghanistan 
and Iraq — is taking on the ag-
ing fleet.

Former Air Force chief of staff 

Gen. John Jumper noted in a 2005 
interview with Inside the Air 
Force magazine that older planes 
are forcing maintenance workers 
to deal with “issues that we have 
never had to deal with before in 
corrosion, in skin replacement, in 
frayed electrical wiring, in unan-
ticipated component failures.”

In fact, Jumper said some Air 
Force tankers — another version 
of the RC-135s — are so old, you 
can walk up to the plane and “peel 
the skin and the layers apart and 
powder comes out the middle.”

Maintenance documents on 
the RC-135s obtained by The Star 
were reviewed by two indepen-
dent aircraft maintenance experts. 
Both said some of Sarris’ concerns 

appear to present legitimate flight 
safety problems.

What’s more, several military 
maintenance workers said their 
equipment and technical manuals 
are outdated and that they felt they 
were poorly trained for the jobs 
they do. One said “it amazes me 
that these jets have been around 
for 40-plus years and we still have 
the wrong tools for the job.”

Offutt officials declined to dis-
cuss details of the climate survey 
but said it was the one chance 
maintenance workers have to let 
off steam about their jobs. They 
said complaints in the survey 
should not be interpreted to mean 
there are serious maintenance is-
sues at Offutt.

Aging aircraft carry military’s advanced electronic equipment

Todd Feeback / kansas city Star via McT

Travis Hunsicker, an aircraft mechanic assigned to the 55th Maintenance Squadron at offutt airforce base in bellevue, Neb., works on 
the engine of a Rc-135 Rivet Joint aircraft Nov. 25. 
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news

by Jacqueline charles
McClatchy Newspapers

BAIE D’ORANGE, Haiti — The 
slow road to death runs high above 
the scenic coastline, past the crum-
bled bridges and buried rivers. It 
traverses a jagged trail passing green 
slopes and red fertile dirt before ar-
riving here: an isolated mountain 
village where little Haitian girls 
dream of eating rice and the doc-
tor is a three-hour walk away.

This is the place where children, 
suffering from stunted growth, look 
half their age, where struggling 
mothers cry that their half-starved 
babies with the brittle orange hair — 
evidence of malnutrition — neither 
crawl nor walk.

‘He doesn’t cry, ‘Manman.’ Or 
‘Papa,’ “ says Christmene Normilus, 
holding her visibly malnourished 
2-year-old son, Jean-Roselle Tata.

In the past month, international 
aid workers and doctors have air-
lifted 46 children on the brink of 
death from this southeastern village 
and neighboring communities to 
hospitals in Port-au-Prince, and 
elsewhere in the south. The emer-
gency intervention came after it was 
reported that 26 children from the 
Baie d’Orange region had died from 
severe malnutrition in the wake of 
the four successive storms that dev-
astated Haiti in less than a month 
this summer.

But long before the deaths and 
hospitalizations plunged this pov-
erty-stricken nation into the global 
spotlight amid fears of storm-related 
famine, the people of this farming 
community were already battling 
hunger.

Proud, they reluctantly admit 
that it is becoming increasingly 
difficult for them to feed their chil-
dren, many of whom already suffer 
from chronic malnutrition. Their 
story is repeated throughout the 
countryside, where a lack of roads, 
potable water and public health fa-
cilities, as well as deforestation, al-
ready had Haiti’s rural poor living 
in life-threatening misery before the 
four back-to-back storms washed 

out more roads, killed livestock and 
wiped out crops.

“We can’t give our children what 
they need,” says Jilesca Fulcal, 37, 
a mother of seven who recently 
sought medical care for her 2-year-
old son, Jean-Samuel Jules. “There 
is no food. No work for the people. 
The children can’t live like that. The 
children are suffering in their moth-
ers’ arms.”

Fulcal’s own cupboards are bare. 
By mid-afternoon on a recent Sun-
day, she and her husband, the pastor 
of a tiny roadside Protestant church, 
had yet to feed any of the children. 
The night before, the day’s only meal 
consisted of rice with black beans — 
gifts from a friend, they say.

Recently, Fulcal’s husband, 
Mecene Jules, terraced several 
rows of carrots and sweet peas in 
the family’s front yard. Showing off 
the humble plot, he says there is no 
guarantee of a harvest. Everything 
can be lost with too much sun or 
too much rain.

Behind him, more vegetable plots 
dot the rocky hillside where even 
the few grazing cows are skinny. De-
cades of cutting down trees for char-
coal have denuded the mountain, 
stripping away the topsoil, which 
washes down during heavy rainfalls. 
Now, instead of fertile soil, there are 
only patches of red dirt between the 
rocks.

“Before, people didn’t have a lot 
of money, but they lived because the 
soil used to produce a lot of food,” 
says Jules, 50. “There were potatoes, 
pigeon peas, all in large quantities. 
Now, with all of these hurricanes, 
what’s left of the soil has washed 
away. Crops don’t grow. There is 
no cabbage, no vegetables.”

A one-time cane cutter in the 
neighboring Dominican Republic 
before he moved back here, Jules 
says the suffering in Baie d’Orange 
has been decades in the making, and 
no one is immune. The people are 
living on faith, he says, remarking 
that the Sunday offering earlier that 
morning amounted to eight cents.

“Sometimes you go to buy food 
on credit from someone, and you 

are buying without the hope of be-
ing able to pay them back,” Jules 
says. “We just don’t have the means, 
and as a result, the children are cry-
ing at your knees.”

His wife adds: “The children are 
eating, but only God knows how 
they are living.”

In recent weeks, the United Na-
tions World Food Program has de-
livered food to the region, taking 
care to treat the children who are 
severely malnourished. But with 
many parts of the hilly hinterland 
accessible only by foot and horse-
back, residents say some people still 
have no access to the food.

Unlike Port-au-Prince, where 
Haiti’s crushing poverty is visible 
in the crowded slums and on the 

streets, the misery here is through 
what visitors don’t see: the eight- 
to 10-hour walk for water because 
there are no rivers; able-bodied 
young men toiling in the fields; the 
daily struggle to find food — includ-
ing three hours to walk 12 miles on 
a rugged road to see the doctor.

“What’s happening in Baie 
d’Orange is the result of poor politi-
cal decision-making that has hap-
pened over several years,” said Fed-
nel Zidor, the government delegate 
for the southeast, who has gone on 
the radio to bring attention to the 
community’s plight. “No one paid 
any attention to it.”

Zidor says the hurricanes simply 
aggravated an already worsening sit-
uation. As a result of the storms, he 

says, the community was completely 
isolated and people could not get 
down the mountain because roads 
were cut off.

The 15,000 or so residents ate 
the few crops that were not wiped 
out. But soon, starvation began to 
set in and the chronic malnutrition 
became acute in some cases.

“Parents didn’t want other people 
to know they had their child who 
was dying of hunger, so people 
would not criticize them,” he says. 
“One child dies, a second dies, and 
they bury them quickly so people 
wouldn’t find out.”

Zidor has been trying to get 
seeds, farming experts and a public-
health clinic for the area. He says all 
are needed, along with a change in 

Life gets worse for hungry children in Haiti

the way farmers harvest. Because 
of the cooler temperatures at high 
altitude, farmers grow once a year, 
and there isn’t much variety in their 
crops.

But despite the environmental 
degradation, Zidor believes that 
what is happening in Baie d’Orange 
“is not a question of the mountain 
itself. It’s a question of having the 
means to cultivate the soil. That is 
what we are searching for: to get 
some technical assistance and seeds 
into the area so that residents can 
restart their lives and put it on the 
path to normalcy.”

Jean-Claude Pierre, 36, who splits 
his time between here and Port-au-
Prince, says he would like to see 
things change for the better. For the 
first time, he says, he had to choose 
which two of his four school-age 
children would get to attend school 
this year. After deciding on the two 
oldest, he then had to decide which 
one would have to make the daily 
two-hour walk to the cheaper, gov-
ernment-operated school.

“That hurt,” says Pierre, who like 
many men from here supplements 
his income by hustling on the streets 
of Port-au-Prince. In his case, he 
shines shoes.

Like most children from the area, 
Judith Saintilus, 9, says she and her 
siblings regularly go to sleep with 
empty stomachs. When they do eat, 
it’s mostly beans, she says. Asked 
if she could have anything, what 
would it be?

“I want to eat rice,” she says with 
a child’s smile.

“It’s a very precarious situation,” 
says Jean-Maurice Buteau, a Hai-
tian mango exporter who is familiar 
with the region and its challenges. 
“Every time there is rain, the roads 
get cut off.”

Buteau says the area needs a 
quick government intervention 
coupled with an extensive refor-
estation program. Without either, 
he warns, “you will see the whole 
population moving away because 
they have nothing to hold on to.”

Haiti’s new health minister, Dr. 
Alex Larsen, says his ministry will 
continue to treat the children with 
meals of high-calorie peanut butter 
until they are healthy.

But saving the children of Baie 
d’Orange will take more than a 
high-calorie diet.

“This problem requires a global 
response: medicine, nutrition, ag-
riculture,” Larsen told The Miami 
Herald. “We are working rapidly to 
find a solution, a solution that will 
last long term.”

Patrick Farrell / Miami Herald via Mct

Nine-year-old Judith Saintilus holds a broken down knife she was using to search the mountainside for beans in Baie d’ Orange, Haiti, on Nov. 21. 
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"Career Services has given me opportunities I 
never thought possible"
~ Holly Amerson

“The advisers and staff at Career Services 
have always been friendly and helpful with 
my career search.”
~ Dani Hauf.

"Career Services is awesome; they can help 
you with everything. Resumes, cover letters, 
internships."
~ Kamran Malik.

THE NEW

Career Services

Career Services
Texas Christian University

BNSF Railway Career Center
Jarvis Hall, 1st Floor
Phone: 817.257.2222

Fax: 817.257.7686

Alcon Career Center
Dan Rogers Hall, #140
Phone: 817.257.5572

Fax: 817.257.5573

Now with new offi ces

How did Tiffany Cox get 

her fi rst job? page 8
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Congratulations 
to our Sigma Kappa President & Graduate, 

Lauren John
Love, 

  Your sisters

“Having my experiences at The Skiff 
on my resume defi nitely gave me a 
leg-up on the other applicants when 
applying for my current job.”
 -Tiffany Cox, Dec 2005 graduate
Account Coordinator Wall Street Journal

Be a Sales Representative for the

Application deadline- TODAY!

The Skiff is looking for 
motivated and driven people to be a 
part of the advertising team for the 
newspaper. As a sales representative 
for the skiff you will be responsible for 
building client relations, negotiating 
contracts, and prospecting new clients.

TCU Daily Skiff
Applications on 

www.dailyskiff.com/skiffjobs
817.257.7426

    
     

  Meet Tiffany Cox
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sports

by erick moen
Staff Writer

The stretch run and fantasy play-
offs are upon us, which, coincident-
ly and unfortunately, means this is 
my last column of the season. 

Your roster should be almost 
completely set at this point. You 
know who you can count on and 
who you can’t from week to week, 
but it’s the fringe players who will 
end up making the difference. 
Watch the injury reports and churn 
the bottom of your roster looking 
for matchups.

The key thing to watch for will 
be which team your player is on. 
Look for those wildcard teams 
fighting for their lives; they will be 
the ones putting up big numbers 
down the stretch. Guys like Tony 
Romo, Michael Turner and Roddy 
White are the ones you’re putting 
your hopes in. 

But before we get into this week’s 
stuff, here are my thoughts for the 
week:

1. I know Sean Avery is an egotis-
tical pest in the worst way. The Dal-
las Stars as a whole might even want 
him gone, but there is no way he 
deserves an indefinite suspension 
for calling an ex “sloppy seconds.” 
When did hockey go from being a 
“balls-to-the-wall” true man’s man 
sport to being scared of a little trash 
talk?

2. Plaxico Burress is a selfish idiot 
who is just as, if not more, deserv-
ing to be thrown out of the NFL as 
Adam “Pacman” Jones. That being 
said, I don’t have a problem with 
him carrying a gun for protection 
after what has happened to athletes 
lately. However, that doesn’t excuse 
him from the stupidity of not reg-
istering it. But then again he never 
was exactly an intelligent guy.

And now the main event, this 
week’s top three waiver wire adds 
and the matchups to keep an eye 
on.

Waiver Wire Adds:

Amani Toomer (WR – NYG): 
He is now the undisputed lead 

wideout on this Giant squad and 
will continue to get plenty of looks 
from Eli Manning. If he’s not avail-
able in your league take heart, Bur-
ress’ replacement, Domenik Hixon, 
did very well last week and could 
become a fantasy hero down the 
stretch for you.

Davone Bess (WR – Mia): Greg 
Camarillo’s replacement is filling in 
nicely so far with 13 catches and 171 
yards in his last two games. He will 
trade off big games with Ted Ginn 
Jr., but they are both good options 
depending on their matchups. 

Pierre Thomas (RB – NO): He’s 
been quietly over-achieving for a 
couple weeks now but he is back 
in a big way this week thanks to 
Deuce McAllister’s “steroid-fu-
eled” suspension. With Reggie 
Bush still working his way back 
into the game, Thomas is primed 
to turn out a couple big games 

down the stretch.

Week 14 Matchups:

Atlanta Falcons at New Orleans 
Saints: This is a tale of two teams. 
Atlanta is enjoying a turnaround sea-
son only comparable to the one the 
Saints had circa 2006, while New Or-
leans continues its regression from 
that same season and just lost half 
their team to suspension. Roddy 
White, Michael Turner and Matt 
Ryan are having career years and 
should continue that trend against 
a weak Saints’ defense. New Orleans’ 
offense, though, isn’t nearly as in-
ept as its counterpart. Drew Brees 
is playing well. Thomas will be the 
dominant back until Bush gets back 
up to speed and even Jeremy Shock-
ey has been start-able as of late.

Dallas Cowboys at Pittsburgh 
Steelers: To say this is a huge game 
for Dallas is an obvious understate-

fantasy football

NFL fantasy playoffs are here

John Sleezer / Kansas City Star via MCT

new orleans Saints running back Pierre Thomas (23) is pushed out of bounds at the one-yard line by Kansas City Chiefs linebacker 
rocky Boiman (50) and safety DaJuan Morgan (38) on nov. 16 at Arrowhead Stadium in Kansas City, Mo. 

ment. Expect the Cowboys to per-
form accordingly. Tony Romo has 
the mobility to escape the Steel-
ers’ rush and find his plethora of 
targets downfield. The Barbarian 
isn’t as sure of a play as usual due 
to his injury, but all signs point to 
him playing Sunday. Big Ben on the 
other hand suffered another injury 
on Wednesday, this time “tweaking” 
his right knee. Willie Parker is still 
ailing but expects to play Sunday as 
well. Watch all these players up to 
game time and get your contingen-
cies ready just in case.

Houston Texans at Green Bay 
Packers: Green Bay’s defense is 
coming up way short of the ex-
pectations it set last year, and you 
know Steve Slaton must be licking 
his chops over it. The rookie con-
tinues to impress and should yield 
great dividends for his owners in 
these final weeks. Andre Johnson 
and Owen Daniels are solid bets 
here, but Ryan Grant, not so much. 
Brandon Jackson looks poised to 
receive a greater share of the carries. 
Aaron Rodgers will have a big game, 
not that it usually matters in the win 
loss column, and all the Green Bay 
wideouts are solid plays.

houn was named the MWC 
freshman of the year and 
named a finalist for the Soc-
cer News Net Player of the 
Year Award.

TCU Athletics Fall Best 
Coach: Dan Abdalla, 

Soccer

While football coach Gary 
Patterson might be getting 
the most publicity, Abdalla 
led the Lady Frogs to a 14-4-2 
record, best in school history. 
The team finished third in 
the MWC during the regu-
lar season and won its first 
round game in the confer-
ence tournament. The team 
was also on the bubble to get 
into the NCAA Tournament 
but fell just short of qualify-
ing. The team will be losing 
just two seniors and will have 
plenty to build on for years to 
come.

TCU Athletics Fall Best 
Team: Football

The football team finished 
the regular season 10-2 and 
have now won 40 games over 
the last four seasons, tying 
a school record. The team is 
also two missed field goals 

away from a BCS berth and 
one of 18 teams remaining in 
the hunt for one of those cov-
eted bowls. While the Frogs 
are likely to be going to the 
Poinsettia Bowl in San Diego, 
this was still a successful sea-
son and because of that, the 
team’s recruiting class will be 
the best in school history and 
next year’s team could be a 
favorite to win the MWC and 
get to that BCS bowl.

Overall, this has been a 
great semester in TCU athlet-
ics. Thanks to all of you play-
ers, coaches and administra-
tors for making it possible.

Billy Wessels is a senior 
news-editorial major 

from Waxahachie.

sports
continued from page 10

power, Whitworth said he 
hopes that his students’ ideas 
will prompt the university to 
consider using solar power on 
a larger scale.

Whitworth said larger solar 
panels can be used in a variety 
of ways, from powering out-
door lighting systems to pro-
viding power for buildings on 
campus. Whitworth also said 
the Physical Plant is looking 

into installing solar arrays on 
top of the Rickel building.

Whitworth said “going green” 
makes financial sense in a slow-
ing economy.

“I think going green or being 
sustainable is very wise,” Whit-
worth said. “It demonstrates 
fiscal responsibility. It demon-
strates we can be creative and 
innovative and find ways to 
reduce our resources. Becom-
ing more green, sometimes in 
the short run and always in the 
long run, produces profit.”

scoreboard
continued from page 10

While football 
coach Gary 
Patterson might 
be getting the 
most publicity, 
Abdalla led the 
Lady Frogs to a 
14-4-2 record, 
their best record 
in school history.
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Bliss  by Harry Bliss

Sponsored by:

SUDOKU PUZZLE
Sponsored by:

TODay’S CrOSSwOrD

MoreOn TV by Jay Schiller and Greg Cravens

Directions
Fill in the grid so 
that every 3x3 box, 
row and column 
contains the digits 1 
through 9 without 
repeating numbers.

See page 2 for 
sudoku and 
crossword solutions. Get tipS and more SolutionS  

at www.Sudoku.com

Thursday’s Solutions

Today in History 
On this day in 1945, five U.S. Navy Avenger torpedo-bombers 
comprising Flight 19 take off from the Ft. Lauderdale Naval Air 
Station in Florida on a routine three-hour training mission over 
the Bermuda Triangle. They never returned.
 — Hisotry Channel

Joke of the Day
Q: Why did the man think that the moon 
was poor?
A: It was down to its last quarter.
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C L A S S I F I E D S
TCU DAILY SKIFF 35¢ PER WORD PER DAY

45¢ PER BOLD WORD PER DAY
www.tcudailyskiff.com/classifieds TO PLACE YOUR AD

 
 HELP WANTED

 

A+ SPORTS-MINDED STUDENTS Hiring 
20-30 Students$15.00-$20.00/HOUR Flexible 
Part/Full-Time Close to Campus, Top Gun 
Promotions 817-546-3905

BARTENDER APPRENTICE WANTED. 
Showdown Saloon. 4907 Camp Bowie Blvd. 
817.233.5430

BABYSITTER NEEDED:
responsible and loving babysitter (with 
experience, good driving record and babysitting 
references) needed to pick up my 4 year old son 
from preschool at 2PM and care for him in my 
home until 4:30 PM Mon - Fri next semester 
2009. If interested please email references 
and desciption of experience to jenifer.cole@
yahoo.com or call 817.995.0310

TUTORING POSITIONS
$25 per hour. Tutor Fort Worth/ Dallas students. 
Email jharrison@LS4ME.com

 FOR SALE
 

MATTRESS SETS Brand New, in plastic. 
KING Size $229, QUEEN Size $179, FULL/ 
Double $129, TWIN size $99. 
(817) 275-2882

 FOR RENT
 

FREE APARTMENT LOCATOR 
SERIVCE Call for help with fi nding an 
apartment at an affordable price. Lofts, 
Apartments, and Townhomes. Anywhere 
in DFW. Licensed Relocation Specialist 
682.556.3904

ATTACHED EFFICIENCY one block west 
of track on Westcliff Road West. $625 per 
month includes utilities. Access to washer/
dryer. View of forested bluff. Call Ben @ 
817.921.3846

 FOR SALE
 

CONDOS FOR SALE
Skyrock Condos--The Coolest Address at 
TCU! 2-4 bedroom fl oorplans. Brand new, 
roof-top deck, and luxury interiors. Prices 
start at $350K. Call 214-507-5380. Only 
22 available. One of a kind... nothing like it 
before... be one of the select few! Go frogs.

 SERVICES
 

WEST ELM PLATFORM BED Beautiful 
West Elm Queen Platform bed with headboard 
& pillowtop mattress-Chocolate. Very Lightly 
used. Original price 1500. $650. OBO. 
817.528.8513

Christ 
Fellowship

Disciples of Christ

Baptist
Southcliff College Ministry:  

Sundays - Church-wide Worship 
@9:20, Free Breakfast @10:30, 
Radius @11:00a.m. in the Loft 

for College Worship and Biblical 
message. See www.radiuswor-
ship.org or Spencer Plumlee, 

College Minister - 817-673-8999

Presbyterian

Bible Church

Catholic

Methodist

United Church of 
Christ

Church of Christ

If you would like to advertise your 
church and its services please call the 
advertising offi ce at 817.257.7426. 

TCBCcollege (Trinity Chapel) 
Sundays @ 11am - 6610 

Southwest Blvd, 76109. Relevant, 
biblical teaching/discussion, 

worship, events, etc. This Fall: 
"TRUTH: Basic Christian Beliefs" 

www.tcbccollege.com Need a 
ride? benc@trinitychapelbc.org, or 

817.377.8222
College Impact: Christ Chapel 

Bible Church Sundays @ 11am in 
the Bubble www.collegeimpact.
org Exalt "A Midweek Refuel" 

Wednesdays from 7-8pm in West 
Sanctuary. Ryan McCarthy College 

Minister 817.703.6939 ryanm@
christchapelbc.org

Holy Family Catholic Church 
Pastor: Rev. Joseph Pemberton 

Mass Times: Saturday: 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 7:45 a.m.; 9:15 a.m.; 12:00 

Noon 6150 Pershing Ave Fort 
Worth, TX 76107 817.737.6768 
www.holyfamilyfw.org Young 

Adult Ministry: Contact Amy at 
HFSAYAM@gmail.com

First Christian Church (Disciples) 
welcomes TCU students. We’re 
your downtown church, TCU’s 

“Mother Church.” Sunday School 
9:45, worship 10:50; Wednesday 

meditation 6:15. 6th and 
Throckmorton, 817.336.7185 www.

fccftw.org. Bring a friend.

Arborlawnumc.org 5001 Briarhaven 
Worship: 8:45, 11:00, 11:11

Make your life count! Join God's 
mission at Southside Church of 
Christ 2101 Hemphill St. Fort 
Worth, Sunday worship at 9:30 
a.m. college class at 11:00a.m. 
Evening worship at 6:00p.m. 

Wednesday Bible Study at 
8:30p.m.

St. Stephen Presbyterian Church 
2700 McPherson Ave., Ft. Worth, 
Texas 76109 817.927.8411 offi ce 

www.ststephen-pcusa.com  Service 
Opportunities Abound....Go to 

our website for more information 
Worship 8:30 a.m., 11 a.m. 

Sundays

First Congregational Church, UCC 
4201 Trail Lake Drive, Fort Worth 
Sunday Services 9:00 a.m. Jesus 
Justice and Joy! Contemporary 

Serivce 10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
All Ages 11:00 a.m. Traditional 

Service www.fwfccucc.org Open 
and Affi rming, Welcoming All!

Episcopal
Trinity Episcopal Church welcomes 

TCU students. Sunday services 
are 8:00 Holy Eucharist 9:15 

Holy Eucharist with Choir 11:30 
Eucharist with contemporary 

music. 3401 Bellaire Dr. South at 
Stadium Dr. 817.926.4631

We love Jesus! Join us Sunday 
10am at the Fort Worth Academy 
of Fine Arts at 3901 South Hulen. 
Life Groups meet weekly for info 

call 817.922.8333

Religion Directory

South Hills Chrisitan Church (DOC)  
Rec Dottie Cook Minister Worship 

8:30 and 10:50         
Young Adult Sunday 

School with breakfast 9:45                           
3200 Bilgade Road 817-926-5281 

Call for directions

Put yourself in the spotlight.

(illuminate opportunity: hold this ad up to the light)
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The optimal resume program helps you easily build resumes and cover letters 
online for potential employers. Once you have completed a resume and cover 
letter, you can upload the documents onto frogjobs.net

OR Optimal Resumefeaturing
THE NEW

frogjobs.net
LAUNCHING IN DECEMBER

Don’t let your resume become a free throw.

t Career Services
Texas Christian University

(illuminate opportunity: fl ip this ad over and hold it up to the light)

Brighten up your 
resume or portfolio 

with the TCU Daily Skiff.

Put yourself in the spotlight.

817.257.7426 | skiffads@tcu.edu
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sports
athletics

high tech 

Class using sun to tell the score

Courtesty of SCott Kretzer

the campus recreation center’s new scoreboard was on display during the annual men’s lacrosse alumni game oct. 26. Profes-
sor Keith Whitworth’s sustainability class is using solar panels to power the scoreboard.

Time to celebrate fall sports

the semester is almost over, 
meaning fall sports are pretty 
much done and now is the time 
to congratulate some people for 
having great seasons.

TCU Athletics Fall MVP: 
Junior defensive end Jerry 

Hughes

Hughes has already been 

named the Mountain West 
Conference defensive player 
of the year after finishing the 
regular season with a nation-
leading, MWC-record 14 sacks. 
Hughes also recorded six 
forced fumbles, 18.5 tackles for 
loss, three fumble recoveries, 
two interceptions and one pick 
returned for a touchdown. You 
could basically write a song 
to replace “the 12 Days of 
Christmas” based on Hughes’ 
season.

Because of these stellar num-
bers, Hughes is now ranked No. 
13 on scouts Inc.’s top 32 NFL 
prospects on EspN’s NFL Draft 
page. We have to wait and see 
if he will seize the opportunity 

he has to go to the draft now 
or play another season for the 
Frogs.

TCU Athletics Fall Best 
Newcomer: Freshman 

forward Jordan Calhoun

Calhoun set a new school 
record for goals scored in a sea-
son with 15. she also had two 
assists in her freshman cam-
paign. those 17 points put her 
on top of the MWC in points, 
points per game, goals, goals 
per game and game-winning 
goals. of Calhoun’s 15 goals, 
six of them were game-winners 
and three were game-tiers. Cal-

billy wessels

billy knows best

see sports · page 8

check www.tcudailyskiff.
com for sports coverage 
over winter break.

by brian smith
staff Reporter

the campus initiative to go 
green has expanded to the in-
tramural fields.

A scoreboard, purchased 
by the University recreation 
Center, was powered by a so-
lar panel for the first time oct. 
26, when the tCU Lacrosse 
team scrimmaged against its 
alumni.

students in Keith Whit-
worth’s social justice and envi-
ronmental sustainability course 

were charged with putting nine 
new solar panels to use during 
the fall semester. 

Whitworth said the pur-
pose of the project is to get the 
students to educate the cam-
pus community about renew-
able energy and to think of a 
practical application for solar 
panels.

Whitworth and Bill Diong, 
an associate professor in the 
engineering department, re-
quested an instructional de-
velopment grant from the 
university to obtain money to 

purchase the panels. 
“the aim is to fund faculty 

members with good ideas to 
improve education of a stu-
dent,” Diong said of the grant.

Diong said the solar panels 
can achieve a maximum power 
level of about 48 watts. Howev-
er, Diong said the panels were 
used to power 65-watt laptops 
during the tCU-stanford foot-
ball game sept. 13.

Although the panels only 
provide a small amount of 

see scoreboard · page 8


