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SGA to fund development of disc golf course
By BILLY WESSELS
Staff Reporter

The Student Government 
Association passed a bill to 
allocate funding for the cre-
ation of a disc golf course at 
TCU, along with two other 
bills and one resolution at 
its weekly meeting Tuesday 
evening.

Jordan Haygood, a repre-
sentative from the College of 
Communications , proposed 
the bill and said the disc golf 
course, which will be located 
in the Worth Hills area, would 
be a good way for students to 
spend more time outside.

“The creation of a disc golf 

course on campus will allow 
students to get exercise out-
doors,” Haygood  said. “Stu-
dents currently are limited 
to outdoor activities on cam-
pus.”

Haygood  said because of 
his work with the University 
Recreation Center, SGA would 
only have to post $5,000 of 
the $7,000 to $8,000 proposed 
cost.

“If we put at least $5,000 in, 
they would fi nd some where 
to have $2,000 put on,” Hay-
good said. “That covers all the 
holes, all the tees and all the 
discs. They will also be selling 
the discs at the Rec Center or 

you can rent them out.”
Haygood said they will get 

a designer to come to cam-
pus and design the nine-hole 
course.

SGA also passed a bill to 
create a House of Representa-
tives Outstanding Leadership 
Scholarship.

The purpose of the bill is 
to reward hard work in SGA 
and to help with 
retention, said 
Glenton Richards, 
a representative 
from the College 
of Communica-
tions .

“ A w a r d i n g 

scholarships can facilitate 
higher involvement in the uni-
versity,” Richards said.

These $200 scholarships 
would go to three non-paid 
members of the House of 
Representatives, Richards 
said. The recipients of the 
scholarships would be voted 
on by members of the execu-
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Sophomore news-editorial journalism major Jordan Haygood and senior 
accounting  and finance major Jonathan Leer propose a bill for a disc golf course 
on campus in the SGA meeting Tuesday night. The bill was passed 29-1.
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TCU cadets lower the fl ag half-staff 
for a ceremony this fall. The fl ag at 
TCU is at half-staff for former nursing 
teacher Monika Dewar and her hus-
band Norman who died Sunday.  

See SGA, page 2

By RACHEL MCDANIEL
Staff Reporter

Flags on campus will be 
lowered to half-staff Thursday 
in memory of Monika Dew-
ar , a former nursing teacher 
who was killed in a car acci-
dent Sunday evening , said 
Mary Nell Kirk, an executive 
assistant in the chancellor’s 
offi ce .

Dewar, who taught in the 
nursing school in the 1980s, 
remained active in the pro-
gram for many years, said 
former colleague Linda Curry , 
interim director of academics 
in the Harris College of Nurs-
ing and Health Sciences . 

Dewar, 71 , and her husband 
Norman , 75 , were killed in a 
car accident at the intersection 
of Bellaire Drive and South 
Hulen Steet at 9:06 p.m. Sun-
day, according to the Tarrant 
County Medical Examiner’s 
Web site .

According to a Nov. 28 Fort 
Worth Star-Telegram article, 
the wreck occurred when the 
Dewars’ Cadillac was struck 
by a vehicle driven by Mario 
Dorsey . Dorsey, 27, was arrest-
ed on suspicion of drunken 
driving.

A memorial service for the 
couple will be held at noon 
Thursday at the First United 
Methodist Church in down-
town Fort Worth , said the 
Rev. Linda McDermott , asso-
ciate minister of FUMC . 

The Dewars were members 
of the church for more than 10 
years, McDermott said.

“They were here every Sun-
day,” McDermott said. “She 

even helped with our parish 
nursing program.”

Tanya Howard , who gradu-
ated from the nursing school 
in 1985  and was one of Dew-
ar’s students, said Dewar was 
a passionate woman who was 
more like a mother than an 
instructor.

“I felt like we were more of 
a family than we were a class,” 
Howard said.

Dewar was a remarkable 
teacher, Howard said.

“There was one time that 
she invited us down to her 
house to practice starting I.V.’s 
on each other, and to practice 
doing shots on oranges,” How-
ard said. “She had a bunch of 
fruit laid out in case we passed 
out.”

Dewar remained active 
with the nursing school even 
after she quit teaching, Curry 
said.

“She was a member of the 
alumni association, she attend-
ed nursing school events, was 
a mentor for nursing students 
and was active in the nursing 
honorary society, Sigma Theta 
Tau,” Curry said.

Howard said Dewar made a 
lasting impression on she and 
her classmates.

“The class of ’85 will def-
initely miss her,” Howard 
said. “She never forgot who 
we were. She still knew who 
you were when you ran into 
her at the grocery store.”

Curry said the thing she 
will remember most about 
Dewar is her outgoing per-
sonality.

“She was a very special per-

son, very kind-hearted and 
defi nitely not easily forgot-
ten,” Curry said.

Howard said she agreed that 
Dewar’s legacy will live on. 

“This is a great loss,” How-
ard said. “I know she hasn’t 
been at school, but she was 
a wonderful instructor, and 
more than that, she was a 
good friend.”  

School spirit runs deep 
with sports ‘superfan’

Plus/minus system awaits finalization

Former nursing professor, 
husband killed in accident

SGA RESULTS

• Disc Golf Course Funding Bill  29-1-0
• House of Reps. Scholarship Bill  19-8-3
• House Executive Election Bill  27-3-0
• Service Learning Resolution  30-0-0
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Dedicated fan Dolores Oelfke cheers on the Horned Frogs at the Wyoming football game. Oelfke has been to most of the home games for 
30 years. “She’s at Frog Club, she’s at my radio show — any time there’s something going on, Dolores is there, said coach Patterson.

Former staff member hardly misses a game
By ANDREW CHAVEZ
Staff Reporter

The sign under the No. 73 jersey reads “Put 
me in coach.”

But the person in the jersey has never played 
a single down at Amon Carter Stadium . She’s 
been to her fair share of games, though, about 
30 years worth.

The No. 73 jersey belongs to longtime fan 
Dolores Oelfke .

Oelfke , who retired from TCU’s fi nancial aid 
offi ce in the late 1990s, rarely misses a chance 
to watch TCU in action.

Whether it’s football, basketball or baseball 
— Oelfke’s  there.

She doesn’t just sit idly, though. She makes 
her presence known.

“If more people would go to sporting events 
and scream and holler and get rid of their stress, 
we wouldn’t have such big problems in the world,” 
Oelfke  said. “And, it helps the team.”

Like during a baseball game last year on Moth-
er’s Day when she yelled, “Your mother wants a 
home run for Mother’s Day,” as senior Chad Huff-
man  stepped up to bat.

Huffman  hit a home run all right, and his mother 
wasn’t the only one smiling.

Oelfke  was grinning from ear to ear.
“ It’s just me and the team,” Oelfke  said. “I don’t 

hear anybody else. I’m just concentrating on the 
game.”

Kaye Derrick,  who worked with Oelfke  in the 
fi nancial aid offi ce, said she’s one of the most 
school-spirited employees she has seen.

“She’s very dedicated to promoting TCU — to 
bleeding purple,” Derrick  said.

Head football coach Gary Patterson  said Oelfke 
is  hard to overlook because of her passion and 
enthusiasm.

“She’s at Frog Club , she’s at my radio show — 
anytime there’s something going on, Dolores  is 
there,” he said.

Cheering on the team outside of a game setting 
isn’t anything new to Oelfke , though.

She remembers rushing to Meacham Airport  
about 20 years ago to welcome the team and then-
head coach Jim Wacker  back to Fort Worth after 
watching them play on television.

“We jumped in the car, and we were out there 
screaming at them when they got off the plane,” 
she said.

A photographer from the Fort Worth Star-Tele-

MEMORIAL SERVICE
Who: Monika and Norman 
  Dewar 
When: Thursday at noon 
Where: First United 
     Methodist Church, 
     800 W. 5th St.
     817-336-7277

By AMBER PARCHER
Staff Reporter

Because of student oppo-
sition, faculty and staff are 
unsure of when the pro-
posed plus/minus grading 
system will go into effect, 
said a Faculty Senate mem-
ber.

Andrew Fort , past chair-
man and member of the 
Faculty Senate’s Executive 
Committee, said the issue 
has not been finalized 
because of the negative stu-
dent reaction.

David Grant, a religion 
professor who fi rst present-
ed the proposal, said the 
system was supposed to go 
into effect next fall but will 

probably be implemented 
later on next year. 

Grant said students have 
misconceptions about how 
much the grading system 
will affect them.

“There seems to be this 
impression that students 
will lose their scholarships, 
or that it will be more dif-
fi cult to get into graduate 
school,” Grant said. “But 
I don’t think it’s going to 
affect students as much as 
they think it will.”

Grant said 80 percent 
of the top 120 schools as 
ranked by U.S. News and 
World Report use the plus/
minus scale. 

Suzy Lockwood, chair of 

the Faculty Senate and Exec-
utive Committee member, 
said the confl ict is an oppor-
tunity for students and pro-
fessors to work together. 

“There are a variety of 
different things causing 
concern among students,” 
Lockwood said. “It’s not 
just this issue versus that 
issue.”

Nowell Donovan, provost 
and vice chancellor for aca-
demic affairs, said listening 
to students’ opinions is the 
most important action pro-
fessors can take now.

Donovan said profes-
sors are given the power to 

See PLUS/MINUS, page 4See FAN, page 2
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tive board. SGA will begin 
awarding the scholarship 
next semester.

While the source of the 
funding for the scholar-
ships is still undetermined, 
it could possibly come from 
sponsorship, said finance 
committee chairman Jona-
than Leer.

SGA also passed a bill to 
clarify the procedure for the 
election of the House Execu-
tive Board.

The bill will not allow 
elections for the House 
Executive Board to feature 
nominations from the floor 
if there are two or more can-
didates for a position, said 

SGA
From page 1

Parliamentarian Mark Tsch-
irhart.

“In the past, we haven’t 
really had any guidelines 
for nominations from the 
floor,” Tschirhart said. “We 
will still allow nominations 
if there is only one person 
or no one running for a 
position.”

Tschirhart said this will 
give voters a chance to hear 
more than one viewpoint on 
issues.

A resolution supporting 
expansions in service learn-
ing was presented by Jus-
tin Brown, student relations 
chairman.

“Service learning pro-
vides unique out of class-
room experiences similar to 
that of internships,” Brown 
said. “It can increase facul-
ty-student contact in more 
abstract and personal sit-
uations outside the class-
room.”    

FAN
From page 1

gram snapped a photo of her 
that day, and she made the 
newspaper’s front page.

She has a clipping of that 
newspaper in her collection of 
TCU memorabilia. It’s one of the 
only photos of herself in her 
collection, though.

The other photos are auto-
graphed prints of former ath-
letes ranging from Roger 
Williams, now Texas secretary 
of state, to alumnus LaDainian 
Tomlinson, who plays for the 
San Diego Chargers.

The collection used to fill her 
Sadler Hall office.

“They had to get an 18-wheel-

er when I left for all the memo-
rabilia I had,” Oelfke joked.

There were also helmets and 
autographed footballs, bas-
ketballs and baseballs and a 
massive collection of Horned 
Frogs.

As she moved from office to 
office over her 25-year career 
as the student employment 
coordinator in the financial 
aid department, the collection 
always followed.

Some of her collection, 
though, consists of much small-
er things. Like the lucky pur-
ple bracelet she got from former 
quarterback Tye Gunn at the 
beginning of the 2005 football 
season. She wore the good luck 
charm all the way to the EV1.
net Houston Bowl.

At the bowl game, Oelfke, 
along with her husband, two 
daughters and two grandchil-
dren, sat in the front row wear-
ing TCU jerseys.

Oelfke said she never misses a 
chance to get her family excited 
about TCU.

When her 5-year-old grandson 
told her he wanted to be a pilot 
after watching an air show last 
year, she responded, “You’re not 
going to be a pilot until you fin-
ish playing football for TCU.”

Oelfke and her husband, Lyle, 
graduated from the University 
of Houston in the 1950s, but her 
daughters are TCU alumnae.

You’re more likely to see her 
in TCU purple than the Univer-
sity of Houston’s red, though.

“The woman’s closet is filled 

with purple,” said her daughter, 
Gina Oelfke. “That’s about all 
we buy her anymore.”

Gina Oelfke said her mother’s 
enthusiasm can sometimes be 
contagious.

“She gets excited, and then it 
rubs off on us, too,” she said.

Oelfke said her mother gets 
a lot of joy from attending TCU 
sporting events, and she doesn’t 
see an end in sight for Dolores 
Oelfke’s role as “superfan.”

Dolores Oelfke said they 
couldn’t keep her away if they 
tried.

“I’ve made up my mind that 
I’m going to be cremated, and 
then I’m going to have them fly 
a plane over the football field 
and drop my ashes,” she said. 
“And then, I’m going to lie there 

and scream, ‘Rah, Rah, TCU! 
Rah, Rah, TCU!’”



Our campus is booby trapped.
I’m not kidding. There are sev-

eral places on campus where 
the unsuspecting student will 
be innocently minding their 

own business, 
thinking they’re 
doing nothing 
wrong and then 
“BOOM!” They 
find themselves 
short $75 for sim-
ply being in the 
wrong place at 
the wrong time.

I’m referring, of course, to 
parking spaces.

But not just any parking spac-
es. Six in particular, at the end of 
the middle row in the Colby Hall 
parking lot. And I’m warning you 
because I have been the unfortu-
nate victim of such a booby trap 
in these spaces.

It’s been said a million times 
(probably on a daily basis), and 
I know that there’s little that can 
be done to help it, but the park-
ing situation is pretty bad on 
campus. However, this situation 
is unrelated to the lack of avail-
able parking. It would remain 
a problem even if there were a 
nearby parking garage. And it’s 
something that can be rectified, 
at least for this area in the park-
ing lot in front of Colby.

Contrary to popular belief, 
these are not parking spaces. 
They merely have lines on either 
side and are cleverly disguised 
as parking spaces to confuse the 
average driver. However, these 
six spaces — three on each side 
in the middle row — are actu-
ally a fire lane, from what I’ve 
deduced so far. Unfortunately, 
there’s really no way to know.

I was only made aware of this 
situation when I unexpectedly 
parked in one of these spaces 
a couple of weeks ago. It never 
crossed my mind that this park-
ing place might get me into trou-
ble. There was a car in front of 

me, one behind me, one on my 
right side and a curb on the left. 
I had seen cars parked there on 
a daily basis and was, in fact, 
shocked at my good fortune of 
finding it open that day.

When I returned to my car the 
next morning, I first noticed a 
ticket on the car across from me. 
At this point, I have to confess, 
I snickered to myself because 
I immediately assumed it was 
a Colby freshman who tried to 
get closer to their dorm and got 
caught. It wasn’t until I pulled 
away and noticed something 
flapping against my windshield 
in the breeze that I realized I had 
fallen victim to a heinous booby 
trap.

That was frustrating. But what 
was more frustrating was when 
I drove by later and saw that it 
wasn’t just my car, or the car 
across from me, but a total of 
six cars with the same ticket. 
Since then, each time I drive by I 
check those spaces and without 
fail, six cars — either because 
they’ve been there for more than 
a day or the police make certain 
to check there everyday — have 
been ticketed.

I know students try to take 
advantage of whatever open 
parking they can, even if that 
sometimes means bending the 
rules a little bit. I should  now; 
I’ve been there and have been 
caught. But this isn’t the case 
here. The students that park 
here are, I imagine, like me — 
completely unaware that they’re 
violating any kind of rule and 
with no reason to even suspect 
it.

If these parking places do 
make up a fire lane, then stu-
dents need to know about it. 
Ticketing different students 
every day is not getting the point 
across. Obviously, since students 
have continued to park there for 
the past three weeks, then some-
thing more needs to be done.

Despite what some people 
might say, the job of TCU Police 
is not to prey on unsuspecting 
students with tickets to bolster 
the income of the university. 

Their job is to keep students 
from parking where they don’t 
belong. This includes those with 
improper permits, but fire lanes 
are especially important. These 
places actually serve an impor-
tant purpose. If there was truly 
an emergency, fire trucks would 
be out of luck and out of a park-
ing place because students sim-
ply don’t know any better, and 
no one has taken the initiative to 
keep them informed.

On the other side of the same 
Colby lot, the lines have been 
repainted and “NO PARKING, 
FIRE LANE” is clearly visible. 
Since then, I have seen only a 
handful of cars parked along this 
line and never for any extended 
period of time.

The side of the lot that I’m 
referring to is a mess of uneven 
pavement and mud. The line 
is not only faded but buried 
beneath layers of dirt. Simply 
repainting this end would prob-
ably do the trick. If that proves 
unsuccessful, a nice blockade or 
two for a period of time would at 
least let students know that these 
are not parking places. 

But to continue to do noth-
ing but endlessly ticket students 
just shows laziness, in addition to 
being a fire hazard.

Parking is and will continue 
to be a mess, which no one can 
really do anything about. But 
this is one situation that can be 
helped and will benefit every-
one. So please, don’t let you or 
your friends become the victim 
of these traps. As a result, may-
be, just maybe, something will 
be done soon to remedy the situ-
ation.

Valerie Cooper is a sophomore news-

editorial journalism major from Azle. 

Her column appears every Wednesday.

What does it take to truly learn some-
thing from a class? What is the final fac-
tor of whether we gain knowledge from 
three or four hours of credit?

Learning is being able to liter-
ally take away with 
you something from 
the other people and 
resources. Learning is 
not memorizing facts, 
spitting them out and 
then forgetting them. 
It is about discovering 
something about your-
self or learning more 

about the social interactions around 
you. When you study a subject to 
develop yourself in any way, you are 
learning.

In college there are two opportu-
nities we’re given to learn: inside the 
classroom and out. 

Ironically, I think lessons learned 
in the classroom are less obvious than 
those outside. This is because most 
students have an expectation of the 
knowledge they’ll gain in a class and 
shut down to the idea of learning any 
other way.

There are two opportunities to learn 
in the classroom: knowledge, which is 
promised from the syllabus, and knowl-
edge that may be completely unrelated 
to the subject. In college, perhaps the 
most important learning experience is 
that in which you learn how to bridge 
gaps between arenas, whether they be 
social, intellectual, etc.

In the “real world,” life isn’t divid-
ed into subjects, and you don’t receive 
a separate grade for each one: If you 
screw up, you get a big fat zero for the 
whole project. It’s beneficial for us to 
seize the opportunity to learn more than 
just what we’re asked to.

There are a few very simple ways to 
do this. 

First, try to find similarities between 
your classes. These could be in subject 
matter, ideas, time period or people dis-
cussed. Even if you come to no fruitful 
conclusions, it’s a useful mind exercise.

Second, if we take away the melding 
of two different subjects, consider the 
two arenas as your life and a subject 

you thought you could never use. Even 
though we all say “I’m never going to 
use that in real life,” I’d say there’s a 
strong possibility to apply something 
you learn in every class to at least one 
situation in your life.

So what have I learned in my first 
semester as a college student? 

My favorite lesson as a commuter is 
“better late than never,” but the lesson 
that inspired this article is what I’ve 
discovered about poetry. 

Of course my Intro to Poetry profes-
sor has a passion for the subject, but 
I think it says something about an art 
form, as well as the teacher, when he 
or she can make an entire class come 
to understand, appreciate and respect 
poetry in a whole new light.

Most people, even English majors 
such as me, aren’t exposed to poetry 
on a daily basis and are unfamiliar and, 
therefore, uncomfortable with it. Yet it 
is one of the most powerful forms of 
writing that exists. For example, three 
lines of poetry have the potential to say 
much more than I could in a 600-word 
column.

The main ingredient of poetry is met-
aphor, and it is this metaphor that we’re 
not used to. In a fast-paced world, peo-
ple need you to tell it like it is so they 
can move on to the next information 
bit. Even with all the hard facts laid out 
in front of them, people don’t always 
get the whole story. Poetry gives us a 
chance to weave the hard facts into a 
web of elaborate imagery and language. 
And yes, sometimes it takes patience 
to untangle it, but the wealth of knowl-
edge that you gain alongside the hard 
facts are worth more than any measured 
time.

You see, it’s all about seeking some-
thing unknown. That happens when 
you learn. Regurgitating facts flashed in 
front of you on a PowerPoint presenta-
tion can only do so much. The effort 
you make to really take something from 
a class or find something out for your-
self — that is information that will last 
you forever.

Anahita Kalianivala is a freshman English 

and psychology major from Fort Worth. Her 

column appears every Wednesday.
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
“Integrity without knowledge is weak and useless, and knowledge 
without integrity is dangerous and dreadful.”
                                                                       — Samuel Johnson

Take steps to learn more Parking areas not clearly defined

PETA’s main goals respectable; publicity stunts unnecessary
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Back when I used to display, 
God forbid, some conservative atti-
tudes toward American politics, I 
thought the people representing 
People for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals were, quite literally, out of 
their minds.

Come on, they protested a Victo-
ria’s Secret runway show because a 
couple of super models wore fur.

And then one day, I began to do 
some research, in which I inves-
tigated the PETA Web site and 
viewed some of the worst atroci-
ties I believe that I have ever seen. 
At one point I had to actually stop 
the video because I was so dis-
turbed by what I had seen that I 
thought I was going to hurl. Please 
keep in mind, I’m a nursing major 
— I’ve viewed a lot of disturbing 
things.

The videos, which appeared to 
be taped undercover, show chick-
ens packed into unsanitary living 
situations, wading through their 
own excrement among other dead 
chickens. Workers on the farm are 
displayed as horrifically abusing 
the chickens by taking them by 
the feet and smashing their heads 
against whatever hard object they 
can find first.

A person’s hamburger probably 
went through similar abuse when 
it was a cow. That abuse includes 
a variety of brandings, castrations 
without anesthesia, sometimes 
being skinned alive, living among 
their excrement and being drugged 
with an enormous amounts of 
growth hormones and antibiotics 
— the usual.

Moreover, the traditionally lib-

eral organizations often side with 
environmentalist groups to fight 
against deforestation and oil drill-
ing that might threaten animals’ 
health and habitat, an issue with 
which the George Party is uncon-
cerned. Animal rights groups have 
had a less-than-friendly relation-
ship with the president, probably 
because of the unwarranted FBI 
surveillance on those organiza-
tions by the administration in the 
name of counterterrorism, accord-
ing to a 2005 New York Times 
article.

It is a mutually nonsupportive 
relationship: Mr. Bush thinks animal 
rights groups are terrorists, and, in 
turn, the “terrorists” refuse to sup-
port him and his administration. Let 
me rephrase this: The government is 
spying on people who want to save 

Bambi. I think there might be some 
confusion about goals.

Other animal rights groups have 
been fighting various issues, such 
as product-testing on animals and 
drilling for oil in Alaska. The Bush 
administration has ignored requests 
to protect caribou and birds in Alas-
ka from the groups by turning over 
nearly 8 million acres to the big oil 
companies.

How about we start mobilizing 
alternative fuel sources for our cars, 
something we should have done 
years ago. Ethanol fuel, a very real 
possibility, is proved to be cheaper 
to the consumer while also non-
threatening to the environment and 
animals.

A very real and pressing ques-
tion surfaces: How can a major-
ity of Republicans continue to side 

with big business, particularly big 
oil, when they are clearly violating 
ethical treatments for animals?

People at PETA aren’t crazy — 
they’re concerned — and part of 
their sometimes “absurd” actions, 
such as having America’s favorite 
playmate Pamela Anderson model 
nude in the group’s advertisements 
to encourage people to boycott 
fur, are necessary to get their point 
across.

Recently, the organization 
unleashed a campaign to combat 
experimentation on gay sheep con-
ducted by Oregon State University. 
Without a doubt, PETA’s behavior is 
far more ethical than the companies 
it protests.

Christopher Taylor is a columnist for 

the Daily Kent Stater (Kent State U.). This 

column was distributed by U-wire.

Holidays for giving to less fortunate

Every year, the same message is 
everywhere you turn: This Christ-
mas, give the gift of giving.

This sounds like the perfect gesture, 
but how many people actually put this 
suggestion into action?

You hear people all the time say they 
want to give or need to give, so why don’t 
they just do it?

People often say they don’t have the 
time, money or resources to give to others.

But let’s face it: It’s just an excuse. 
Anyone can join in the spirit of giving to 
others if they just put forth the effort.

At TCU alone, there are plenty of 
opportunities to give to the less fortu-
nate.

For instance, TCU’s annual Christmas 
tree lighting Thursday will give students 
the opportunity to give to those others. 
The gifts that students bring to the Christ-
mas tree lighting will go to Tarrant County 
Child Protective Services.

By giving to these children, you are 

not only supporting them but contribut-
ing to a good cause.

Salvation Army Angel Trees are anoth-
er opportunity to give to those in need. 
The gifts you give to the Angel Tree go 
straight to the Salvation Army.

In reality, there are no excuses for not 
being able to find a charity to support.

You can give if you have any source of 
income or any time on your hands. The 
amount is not as important as the action. 

Just remember waking up on Christmas 
morning as a child and seeing all the pres-
ents from Santa. You can be Santa to those 
in need — and that is the greatest gift of 
all.

This Christmas season, think of oth-
ers over yourself and you’ll find that it 
is more rewarding than you ever imag-
ined.

Give the gift that keeps on giving: Help 
others have a brighter holiday season.

Jacquilee Killeen is a senior broadcast 

journalism major from Lubbock.
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The Tuesday/Thursday Jazz Ensemble performs “Too Close for Comfort” in the Student Center Lounge at noon Tuesday.            
                   

ALL THAT JAZZ
design their own curriculum 

and the plus/minus grading sys-
tem would be an extension of 
that because professors would 
have the choice to grade on the 
plus/minus scale. 

But Heather Santi, freshman 
communication and religion 
major, said she is not sure that 
would be a good idea. 

“It could be a logistical night-
mare if we have professors 
grading on different scales,” 
Santi said.

Jace Thompson, newly elect-
ed president of the Student 
Government Association, said 
he agreed.

“Students don’t understand 
how the plus/minus system will 
better represent them if faculty 
don’t use it across the board,” 
Thompson said.

Bob Neilson, chair of the 
Academic Excellence Commit-
tee, said the majority of stu-
dents’ concerns are reasonable, 
but students do not understand 
the issue well enough.

He said the new grading sys-

PLUS/MINUS
From page 1

tem would only change grades 
for students who are on the bor-
derline between letter grades.

“If students take the time to 
talk to professors individually 
about it, they will find very lit-
tle will actually change,” Neil-
son said.

Fort echoed Neilson’s senti-
ments.

Fort said there wouldn’t be a 
huge shift in the grading sys-
tem because professors already 
have the freedom to grade how 
they want.

“It will be an extension of a 
policy that is already in place,” 
Fort said. “To say professors 
have to grade plus/minus 
would be the same as forcing 
professors to give a curve. They 
already have a choice on how 
to grade students.”

But not all professors agree 
with the proposed plan.

David Bedford, a Spanish and 
Latin American studies profes-
sor, said he worries the system 
will punish those students who 
work hard to make 92s and 93s 
because they won’t get as much 
credit under plus/minus.

“I wonder how it will be fair 
to students,” Bedford said.

Still other professors say a 
4.0 should be a more coveted 
goal, and the plus/minus 
grading system would make 
it just that.

“A 4.0 is not guaranteed, 

nor is it necessary, ” said Nadia 
Lahutsky, a religion profes-
sor.

But Thompson said students’ 
main concern is not the grades 
themselves but whether the 
grading system will be fair.

“This is the most talked about 
issue I’ve seen on campus,” said 
Thompson, a junior accounting 
and finance major. 

Thompson said students 
aren’t necessarily opposed to 
changing the system, but they 
aren’t convinced the new one 
will be fair. 

“Students are curious to see 
how this will work out,” Thomp-
son said. “They’re afraid the 
grading won’t be consistent.” 

Thompson said the debate 
threatens the relationship 
between students and staff.

“We all want TCU to be the 
best university, but we don’t 
want it at the expense of fac-
ulty and student relationships,” 
Thompson said. 

Donovan said he agreed.
“What makes TCU is not 

football, not the buildings, but 
rather what we have going on 
inside the buildings — our stu-
dents and professors,” Donovan 
said. “The worse thing we can 
do is break that.”

Lockwood said the Execu-
tive Committee plans to meet 
soon to discuss where to go 
next with the issue. 



By JEFF ESKEW
Features Editor

Are you and your band just itching to make it 
big and explode onto the national music scene? 
If so, mtvU has just launched this year’s Best 
Music on Campus search.

There are four different record and video deals 
up for the taking with one grand prize winner 
receiving the opportunity to perform on “Late 
Night with Conan O’Brien.” 

The non-grand prize winners’ record deals are 
with Epitaph Records, Definitive Jux Records 
and Drive-Thru Records — each offering their 
own package.

Whichever artist or group wins the Epitaph 
Records deal will also receive an exclusive music 
video premiere on mtvU and its Web site, mtvU.
com. The group will also be an opening act 
on tour with an already signed Epitaph record-
ing artist and will appear at mtvU Spring Break 
’07. 

The next package deal is a recording contract 
with Def Jux Records. The band will release a 
digital album and have their music video also 
premiere on mtvU. Additionally, top Def Jux art-
ist Mr. Lif will serve as the band’s mentor and 
appear on their single and music video. 

Drive-Thru Records will offer their winner a 
record deal and the chance to record a music 
video that will also premiere on mtvU and mtvU.
com.

The grand-prize winner will be announced on 
an episode of “Late Night with Conan O’Brien” 
and perform their debut single. They will be 
signed to Epic Records with a video, promotions 
and record deal worth up to $1.5 million.

“We’re excited to partner with Epitaph, Drive-
Thru and Def Jux — connecting the best of our 
wildly talented and eclectic audience with labels 
where they can flourish creatively and blow up,” 
said Stephen Friedman, general manager of mtvU, 
in a press release. “We’re building BMOC to be 
the ultimate online destination for college art-
ists to launch their careers and for new music 
fans to find their next favorite act.”

Bands who are interested in competing can go 
to bestmusiconcampus.com and submit a copy of 
their music. Each band will get a Web page to post 
their music, biographies and whatever else they 

would like. People 
will then vote on 
which bands they 
think are the best, 
and the winning 
band in each cat-
egory will receive 
the record and pro-
motions deal.

E ven  b a nd s 
that are not cho-
sen for one of the 
four record deals 
are s t i l l  el ig i -
ble to be named 
mtvU’s Band of 
the Week. The 
contest will run 
through March 
with one record 
deal being award-
ed each month.

By JOHN-LAURENT TRONCHE
News Editor

Armed to the teeth with 
sounds thicker than their 
name, the Plump DJs have con-
sistently dominated the break-
beat music scene since arriving 
in 2000.

From humble roots of 
screaming 303 synthesizer 
lines and sampled 1970s drum 
breaks, the London-based DJs 
(Lee Rous and Andy Gardner) 
increasingly have added layers 
to their sound: guest vocalists, 
changing tempos and, albeit 
rarely, a more mellow sound.

“Mad Cow,” their latest sin-
gle, however, is anything but 
mellow or complex. And it 
works.

With their signature punchy 
drums, squeaks, bleeps and a 
pitch-bending bassline, the DJs 
have scaled back from recent 

mate r i a l  and 
created some-
th ing simple 
yet addictive 
when played 
e x t r e m e l y 
loud.

As can be 
expected of 
any Plump 
t r a c k 
intended 
for the 
d a n c e -
f l o o r , 
the t rad i -
tional build-it-
up and break-it-down 
bridge makes an appearance in 
the form of a synth that sounds 
darn close to a cow, lending 
the track its name.

The only disappointments 
with the single are the timing 
and format of its release.

The Plump DJs have been 
playing “Mad Cow” 

since the 
e a r l y 
s u m -
mer sea-
s on  o f 
2005, and 
after orig-
inally slat-
ing it for a 
D e c e m b e r 

2005 release, 
they scrapped 
it in favor of 
including the 
track on their 
sophomore stu-
dio album due 

out next summer.
After delaying its release for 

so long, however, the cow has 
finally been let out of the barn. 
But because the DJs have been 
playing it for so long, fans 

have already heard the single 
a number of times and like-
ly aren’t scrambling to order 
their copy.

Vinyl-enthusiasts Rous and 
Gardner have always been 
more than willing to stamp out 
enough records for everyone. 
But this time around, they’ve 
decided to initially forgo wax 
altogether for an mp3-only 
release. This could be their 
way of embracing the oft-
described future of music, but 
it comes off as laziness and 
frugality.

The decision of how and why 
to release it aside, “Mad Cow” 
is a welcome filler for Plump 
fans sitting in limbo between 
their last single, released one 
year ago, and the next Plump 
DJs studio album to come.

By JEFF ESKEW
Features Editor 

“Save the Cheerleader. Save 
the World.” If you don’t know 
where this TV season’s most 
popular catch phrase is from, 
then you are missing out.

NBC’s “Heroes” is the most 
watched new show of the sea-
son, and for good reason. It tells 
the stories of common people 
with uncommon powers and 
how they must come together 
to fight the ultimate evil.

NBC is about to air the last 
new episode before taking a 
six-week break, which means 
there is no better time to get 
caught-up on all the action. 
NBC still has the first 10 epi-
sodes posted on its Web site.

There’s Clai re (Hayden 
Panettiere), the cheerlead-
er whose body can regener-
ate after almost any wound; 
Nathan (Adrian Pasdar), the 
politician who can fly; Isaac 
(Santiago Cabrera), the artist 
who can paint the future — 
although only when whacked 
out on heroin; Niki (Ali Lar-
ter), the online stripper with an 
alter-ego who lives in mirrors; 
Hiro (Masi Oka), the Japanese 
office worker who can travel 
forward, backward and stop 
time; and Peter (Milo Ventimi-
glia), who can mimic the pow-
ers of others around him.

You might be sitting there 
thinking this sounds an awful 
lot like X-Men, and to tell the 

truth, it is. But the beauty of 
the show is that you aren’t 
introduced to characters who 
know how to use their abilities 
yet. The series allows the view-
ers to learn at the same rate as 
the characters themselves.

While the above characters 
are nowhere near the entire 
cast, they do comprise the 
most compelling of the heroes. 
The interesting thing about the 
majority of the cast is that they 
are relatively unknown actors. 
Sure, some may recognize Ven-
timiglia from “Gilmore Girls” 
and even fewer Larter from 
“Final Destination,” but that 
is about the extent of it.

Another great thing about 
the show is after each episode, 
viewers can go online to nbc.
com and download a six-page 
graphic novel that advanc-
es one character’s story line 
into the next week’s episode. 
The featured character chang-
es week to week in order to 
spread the love around. 

Even after only 10 episodes, 
the show has already generated 
comparisons to “Lost,” the 2005 
Emmy winner for Best Drama 
Series. Viewers are drawn in by 
the complicated plot lines and 
conflicted characters much in 
the same vein as “Lost.”

Did Claire really kill the 
quarterback? When did Hiro 
learn English and ditch the 
dorky glasses? Who is this evil 
Sylar, and what exactly are his 

powers? Were the heroes able 
to “save the cheerleader and 
save the world”? 

If you have missed out on 
the beginning of the season, 
and find yourself complaining 

that there is nothing new on TV 
over winter break , head sover 
to nbc.com and catch up on the 
best new show of the year.
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Leonardo DiCaprio fills the Skiff in on his new movie 
“Blood Diamond,” on Friday’s Features page.
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DJs plump it up with release of ‘Mad Cow’ single

‘Heroes’ flies to top of fall schedule

ROCK ‘n’  ROll GODS

MUSIC

MOVIE

TV

‘Destiny’ provides entertaining music,  
comedy for Tenacious D cult followers 

ÍÍÍÍÍ

MCTCAMPUS.COM

Jack Black, left, and Kyle Gass strum and howl away during a fantasy sequence, showing why they are the great-
est band in the world in New Line Cinema’s new musical comedy “Tenacious D in: The Pick of Destiny.”

MCTCAMPUS.COM

Leonard Roberts as D.L. Hawkins and Ali Larter as Niki/Jessica Sanders play husband and 
wife in NBC’s new science-fiction thriller seriers “Heroes,” which airs Mondays at 8 p.m.   

By JEFF ESKEW
Features Editor

Once you have proclaimed your 
band to be the greatest in the 
world, what else is there left to 
do? Make a movie, of course.

That is exactly what the over-
weight middle-age rock group 
Tenacious D did, and, surpris-
ingly, it didn’t suck.

The band is best known for 
the short comedy skits that first 
started airing on HBO in the late 
1990s. 

“Tenacious D in: The Pick of 
Destiny” sets out to portray how 
the band got its start.

It begins in the early 1990s 
with a young boy named Jack 
Black — although he preferred 
to go by JB instead — who left 
his home in Kickapoo, Mich., and 
traveled cross-country to Holly-
wood, Calif. in hopes of becom-
ing a rock star.

It wasn’t even one minute after 
stepping off the bus that JB ran 
into fellow guitarist Kyle Gass, 

who promised to teach the wide-
eyed JB everything he knew about 
the rock ‘n’ roll business. 

It becomes abundantly clear 
very quickly that Gass actually 
knows next-to-nothing about the 
music business. The one thing 
going in favor of the newly formed 
band is that Gass can lay down 
some wicked guitar licks and JB 
knows how to wail like a full-
fledged superstar. 

The name Tenacious D came 
about when each band member 
dropped his pants to reveal his 
birthmark. When placed side-by-
side, they spell out Tenacious D.

The band’s first appearance is 
during an open-mic night down 
at a local bar where the mem-
bers proclaim themselves as the 
“Greatest Band in the World.”

Once they realize they are far 
from the greatest band ever, they 
begin to think about what they 
can improve when JB makes an 
astounding discovery. Three of 
the greatest bands in rock his-

tory all used the exact same gui-
tar pick, thus naming it the “Pick 
of Destiny.”

The movie is not anything that 
will go down in history as being 
great, much like the band, but 
it is widely entertaining from 
the opening scene to the clos-
ing credits.

Much of the credit has to go 
to the supporting cast, who just 
makes cameo after cameo.

In what has to be the greatest 
casting decision in recent mem-
ory, Meat Loaf plays Jack Black’s 
father, and even sings the first 
song in the movie. It is scary how 
much these two men look and 
act alike.

Other notable guest roles 
include Ben Stiller as a guitar 
clerk who gives the back story 
of pick and Dave Grohl, who plays 
Satan and is after the pick for his 
own reasons.

All-in-all, “Tenacious D in: The 
Pick of Destiny” is just a fun mov-
ie. It doesn’t try to be anything 
more than it is, and that, in turn, 
is surprisingly refreshing.

MUSIC
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MtvU gives campus 
bands shot at fame, 
major label contracts

MCTCAMPUS.COM

The grand-prize winner of mtvU will 
perform his or her debut single on 
“Late Night with Conan O’Brien. ÍÍÍÍÍ



only way a player’s contract can be 
nonrenewed is because of wrongful 
conduct.

Myers said that, when signed, 
players receive a letter that outlines 
conditions for keeping their schol-
arships.

The player “must continue to excel in 
the classroom and obtain the grades and 
test scores that are required for admis-
sion at TCU,” according to the letter. He 
“must complete the eligibility require-
ments set forth by the NCAA Initial-Eli-
gibility Clearinghouse.” And he “must 
perform in the classroom, community, 
school and on the football field up to 

the standards set forth by the head foot-
ball coach.”

Should their actions prove detrimen-
tal to the school, team or their classes, 
athletes’ scholarships and financial assis-
tance can be nonrenewed based on sev-
en main guidelines, Myers said.

The athletic handbook states that a 
player may lose his scholarship if he is in 
“violation of team training and practice 
regiment,” fails to “participate in athletics 
contest when called upon to do so by 
the coaching staff,” engages in “activities 
at athletics training, practice or contest 
sites that are harmful to the student-ath-
lete or to others,” is in “violation of stan-
dards of good sportsmanship,” destroys 
or defaces university property, “violates 
university rules and regulation govern-
ing student life” or “violates NCAA or 

Mountain West Conference rules.”
WRONGFUL DOING

Should a football player break 
any of these rules, such as was the 
case with Rhett Bomar, the fresh-
man quarterback from the Okla-
homa Sooners, he would go under 
team investigation and possibly be 
expelled from the team and lose his 
scholarship.

Bomar was found to have broken the 
rule about not accepting money from 
alumni. He made an inordinate amount 
of money while working at a Norman, 
Okla., car dealership in the summer of 
2005. Because of this infraction, Bomar 
was ousted from the team and lost his 
scholarship.

But, it is not just the players who 
can break NCAA rules when it comes 

to recruitment and scholarships, Myers 
said.

No matter how many Texas players 
leave Texas for schools out of the state, 
Texas schools do not have the ability 
to recruit any students already playing 
in the NCAA.

“Even if a player at another school 
contacts our office, we are unable to 
talk to them until our compliance office 
has a written release from that player’s 
current institution,” Myers said.

But while players must follow NCAA 
regulations, college coaches must also 
adhere to strict guidelines set forth by 
the NCAA.

In 2000, an Alabama Crimson Tide 
booster was found to have paid $150,000 
to high school coach Lynn Lang in order 
for him “steer his standout player to the 

Crimson Tide.” The booster was convict-
ed of on federal charges of conspiracy, 
bribery and money laundering, but the 
NCAA also found the school guilty as 
well.

Alabama suffered major NCAA sanc-
tions involving lost scholarships and 
was prohibited from bowl games for 
two years. Albert Means, the player in 
question, was found not guilty of any 
wrongdoing and played one season at 
Alabama before transferring to Mem-
phis, where he finished out his college 
career.

No matter how many national cham-
pionships a school has, with more than 
100 colleges vying for better records, 
recruitment for all schools is a season 
all in its own.

There is no offseason.
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Junior golfer putts way to success, tournament victory
By BILLY WESSELS
Staff Reporter

As the TCU men’s golf team 
wrapped up its second consecu-
tive second-place finish, one golfer 
hoped to clinch an individual goal 
at the Memphis Intercollegiate.

Franklin Corpening, a junior 
communication studies major, left 
a 20-foot putt for eagle one foot 
short and tapped in the birdie putt 
in disgust.

But, when that putt connected 
with the bottom of the cup, Cor-
pening guaranteed his first career 
collegiate victory.

“I thought, if I shoot a 66 I would 
have a pretty good chance of win-
ning,” Corpening said. “I made a 
few putts and got to six under and 
held in there.”

Head golf coach Bill Montigel 
said the win has probably given 
Corpening more confidence, but 
it hasn’t changed him.

“I’m sure that he has a little more 
confidence, but he seems to be as 
pleasant and easy-going as he ever 
was.” Montigel said. “He is one of 
the most pleasant, respectful guys 
I have ever been around.”

Robbie Ormand, Corpening’s 
roommate and teammate, said that 
he is a good golfer and a stand-
up guy.

“Off the course, he is a blast,” 
Ormand said. “He took me under 
his wing and will always give a 
helping hand.”

Corpening posted a 54-hole total 
of 212, which put his final score at 
four strokes under par.

He is also the 10th Horned Frog 
in the last decade to win medal-
ist honors, which means finishing 
first, second or third in a tourna-
ment.

“It helps me play with confi-
dence,” Corpening said. 

This is the first win in 17 col-
lege tournaments for Corpening, 
who had finished in the top 10 of 
tournaments twice.

“I had been playing well all year 
and knew I was real close to put-
ting a good tournament together,” 
Corpening said. “Things kept get-
ting better.”

Ormand said that Corpening’s 
recent success doesn’t surprise 
him.

“I knew they were coming,” 

Ormand said. “It was just a mat-
ter of time until he got a few good 
breaks.”

Corpening attended Paschal High 
School for two years, where he was 
a 5A district champion in 2002 and 
2003.

Before attending Paschal, Cor-
pening was a Texas Association of 
Private and Parochial Schools 3A 
state champion at Southwest Chris-
tian School in Fort Worth.

“It was fun as a freshman, but I 
knew I needed to go somewhere 
else to play golf,” Corpening said. 
“Part of the reason I went to Pas-
chal was because of my success 
freshman year.”

Corpening didn’t know golf was 
something he wanted to do in col-
lege until late in his high school 
career.

“I really didn’t know if I was 
going to play until senior year,” 
Corpening said.

Even after that, he didn’t know 
where he was going to play. He was 
contacted by Baylor, Texas A&M 
and Arkansas to play golf.

When Montigel recruits players, 
he doesn’t focus on other schools. 

Instead he looks for local talent first.
“I sell our program,” Montigel said. 

“One thing we try to do is get best 
golfers from local areas.”

But TCU offered some perks none 
of those other schools could.

“Coach Montigel has helped me 
excel through college,” Corpening 
said. “Plus I can go home for a meal 
or for Mom to do some laundry.”

Montigel said that it is a slow pro-
cess for players to adjust from the 
amateur level to the college level, and 
Corpening was no exception.

“He had some ups and downs, 
but is able to bounce back,” Monti-
gel said. “It’s not an easy transition 
from junior golf to college golf, but 
he is an awfully fine player.”

Corpening is playing well, but Mon-
tigel thinks he isn’t done yet.

“His best is ahead of him,” Mon-
tigel said.

Even though Corpening has now 
proved he can win a college tourna-
ment, the success isn’t his favorite part 
of the game.

“Playing with your best friends,” 
Corpening said. “There is nothing bet-
ter than walking 18 holes with your 
buddies.”

GOLF

SKIFF ARCHIVES

Junior golfer Frank Corpening drives the ball across the green 
in practice. Corpening received his first win in 17 college 
tournaments with a final score at four strokes under par.

RECRUITING
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Sponsored by:

TODAY’S CROSSWORD
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Q: Why is a moon tastier than an earth rock?

A: Because it’s a little meteor.

WORTH A LAUGH — BUT ONLY ONE
1947: Despite strong Arab opposition, the United 
Nations votes for the partition of Palestine and 
the creation of an independent Jewish state.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Sponsored by:

SUDOKU PUZZLE

Directions
Fill in the grid so 
that every 3x3 box, 
row and column 
contains the digits 
1 through 9 without 
repeating numbers.

Tuesday’s Solutions

GET TIPS AND MORE SOLUTIONS 
AT WWW.SUDOKU.COM

See Thursday’s 
paper for answers 

to today’s 
Sudoku puzzle.

See Thursday’s paper for answers to today’s crossword.

WWW.DAILYSKIFF.COM • WWW.DAILYSKIFF.COM • WWW.DAILYSKIFF.COM

Quigmans by Buddy Hickerson

Quigmans by Buddy Hickerson
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Get to know one men’s golf player who was able to beat the 
competition and take fi rst place in one of the team’s fall 2006 
tournaments PAGE 6.

INSIDE SPORTS

By KYLE ARNOLD
Staff Writer

With the Texas Tech Red Raiders 
coming to town, the Frogs’ coach said 
the team will work to utilize momen-
tum from its victory over the Grambling 
State Tigers. 

Bouncing back from a loss against St. 
Mary’s College, the Horned Frogs beat 
Grambling State at home Friday night.

There are a few parts of the game the 
Frogs have been working on in order to 
be ready to take on Texas Tech, head 
coach Neil Dougherty said.

“We have been spending more time 
with free-throw shooting in practice, 
focusing on each individual’s ritual and 
routine,” Dougherty said. “I think we 
are in an unexplainable slump right now 
because I do believe we are better at 

free throw shooting than we 
have been showing.”

Dougherty said the Frogs 
will focus on picking up their 
intensity against the Red Raid-
ers.

“We are trying to upgrade 
our ability to be more physical 
because Tech is going to pres-
ent great size at every posi-
tion,” Dougherty said. 

Sophomore power forward 
Kevin Langford said that the 
Frogs need to make Tech play 
TCU’s style of game.

“We want to make them 

play at our tempo and pace,” Langford 
said.

Not having to rely on just one man 
to carry the team has been important 
so far this season, senior point guard 
Neil P. Dougherty said.

Dougherty and Langford agree that 
the Frogs are getting great play off of 
the bench.

“We have been getting a lot of contri-
bution off the bench — that has been 
a real bright spot for us,” Dougherty 
said.

The excitement leading up to this 
game has been unparalleled, Dough-
erty said.

“The kids are going to be fi red up 
and ready to play,” Dougherty said. “It 
is a big game, and everyone has been 
talking about this game before it even 
got here.”

However, the excitement and emotion 
involved in this game remains among 
one of the top issues for Dougherty.

“Quite frankly, one of the concerns 
I have is how our team will react to 

Daniel-Meyer Coliseum having people 
in it,” Dougherty said.

Doherty said certain aspects will be 
important to the Frogs’ success.

“A fast start will be important for us 
in terms of building confi dence through 
the course of the game,” Dougherty 
said. “Staying out of foul trouble early 
is going to be very important because 
we are not as deep as their bench is, 
particularly up front.”

Facing off against Red Raiders 
head coach Bobby Knight is all about 
respect for Dougherty.

“It is exciting for me personally,” 
Dougherty said. “He is a sports icon, 
and he is a legend in college bas-
ketball who has been coaching the 
right way for a long time. I have a 
great deal of respect for him and 
what he has done.”
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Patterson optimistic of Horned Frogs’ future
FOOTBALL

By MARCUS MURPHREE
Staff Reporter

Focus on the upcoming game 
against the Air Force Falcons  took 
precedence over the Poinsettia 
Bowl  and recent talk of firings 
in the college football world at 
Tuesday’s football Coaches’ Lun-
cheon .

“We beat the odds, and nobody 
thought we could get to this point 
with a chance to go 10-2,” head 
coach Gary Patterson  said. “We are 
in a position to fi nish the season just 
like we wanted, we just did it in a 
different way.”

Last weekend the Frogs beat the 

Colorado State Rams  and solidifi ed 
their chance for a bowl bid.

“I told (the team) we were in a 
position to control our own destiny,” 
Patterson  said.

Playing in Colorado in the cold 
and at a higher altitude was not a 
factor in the Frogs’ performance 
last weekend, Patterson  said.

“Altitude is only an excuse when 
you lose,” Patterson  said.

Saturday will be seniors’ day at 
Amon Carter Stadium , and senior 
wide receiver Michael DePriest  
talked about some of his time at 
TCU this season.

“While I was injured, I had to be 

more a verbal leader for the team, 
which was different because I usu-
ally led by my actions,” DePriest  
said.

The Frogs are in a position to 
have the most wins in four seasons 
since the teams in the 1930s led by 
Sammy Baugh  and Davey O’Brien , 
DePriest  said.

DePriest  said talk of that kind of 
dominance has not put the players 
in a position to coast through the 
rest of the season.

“Coach gives us short-term goals 
and stuff to attain,” DePriest  said. 
“We have a chance to fi nish in the 
top 25 as well.”

Air Force is expected to bring a 
strong running game to Fort Worth 
on Saturday .

“The last 72 hours, I have been 
looking at the triple option plays 
they run,” Patterson  said. “But, then 
again, they have passed for over 
200 yards in the past two games, 
as well.”

Patterson  said the game could 
be like a “hornet’s nest,” with Air 
Force  throwing the ball more, 
teamed with TCU’s  passing game.
Though the bowl game is not for 
another three weeks, Patterson  did 
discuss his thoughts on the North-
ern Illinois Huskies .

“They are a lot like us; we both 
have a chip on our shoulder,” Pat-
terson  said. “If we don’t stop the 
run, it will be a long day.”

Recent discussion of firings 
within college football staffs have 
worked their way to TCU, as Pat-
terson  was recently mentioned by 
USA Today as a possible fi ll-in for 
Larry Coker , who used to be head 
coach for the Miami Hurricanes .

“Dark Monday and Tuesday, 
and the week after Thanksgiving 
is always a tough time for college 
coaches,” Patterson said. “But I am 
humbled by the chance to be men-
tioned by that program.” 

Football recruiting: a season unto itself
By MICHAEL DODD
Sports Editor 

College football is one of the most 
lucrative businesses that colleges 
partake in year to year. From ticket 
and concessions sales to bowl game-
appearance money, college football 
is a cash business in which coaching 
staffs around the nation are trying to 
get ahead and fi nd the edge that will 
help their teams win and give them 
the opportunity to get the coveted BCS 
national championship or win their 
respective conference.

But with so many vying for such 
rewards, the question of how to obtain 
such goals and how far to go to do so 
is presented.

The Horned Frogs stand at 9-2 overall 
and 5-2 in Mountain West Conference 
play. The season is more than halfway 
over and, with almost 20 seniors set to 
graduate and leave, the coaching staff 
must amplify its recruiting efforts to fi ll 
the holes.
GETTING STARTED

“We started recruiting back in late 
May for the next season,” said Gary Pat-
terson, head football coach. “But, with 
the season getting closer and closer to 
ending, we’ve started looking at the 
tapes even more.”

Patterson said that before he and 
his staff start analyzing the tapes, they 
fi rst fi gure out what positions they will 
need to fi ll before trying to get a blue-
chip player  they might not necessar-
ily need.

“If you need to sign four tackles, you 
better be ready to seriously look at hav-
ing 20 listed as possible prospects,” Pat-
terson said. “Tapes of players whose 
positions are emptying out are placed 
at the top of the stack.”

High school football players from 
around the nation have been sending 
TCU promotional videos of themselves 
on the gridiron at a rate of about 50 per 
day, said Drew Myers, assistant director 
of football operations.

“We have a process that starts with 
the tape being logged into our library. 
From that library, we sort the tapes, 
according to type,” Myers said.

Patterson and his coaches receive 
three types of tapes from prospec-
tive athletes: solicited game fi lm 
from a high school, unsolicited fi lm 
from a prospect and fi lm from a pro-

fessional service, Myers said.
“At that point, each fi lm is evaluated 

by a member of our staff — usually 
broken down by a recruiting coach 
and/or position coach,” Myers said. 
“Our video (graduate assistants) sift 
through the unsolicited and out-of-
state fi lm, looking for potential pros-
pects and then forward those to the 
proper coach.”

The tapes usually go through three 
stages, from recruiting coach to posi-
tion coach to coordinator, before land-
ing in front of the head coach, Patterson 
said.

Following the Horned Frogs’ win over 
the Texas Tech Red Raiders earlier this 
year, Patterson entered the press room, 
berating the city of Fort Worth for not 
giving his Horned Frogs the kind of 
respect he said they deserved for their 
efforts thus far this season. Coaches 
claim that this lack of respect is some-
thing TCU must also deal with in recruit-
ment as well.

The BCS is known for the storied 
rivalries and prestigious programs, but 
Myers said TCU’s reputation is garnering 
more recruiting respect than a number 
of the BCS schools.

“When it comes to recruiting against 
the BCS, it’s all about winning,” Pat-
terson said. 

Myers said this winning attitude and 
productivity has given TCU an edge over 
BCS schools not actively vying for the 
national championship year in and year 
out.
THE KEYS TO SUCCESS

Myers said TCU offers three things 
that many BCS schools cannot — a 
yearly chance to win, a high gradua-
tion rate and the opportunity to go on 
to the NFL.

Myers said that TCU gives its football 
players the opportunity to win a cham-
pionship each year.

“It may not be a national champi-
onship, but there are only a handful 
of schools that win a conference title 
each year,” Myers said. “And, the way 
the BCS system is set up now, it’s not 
out of the realm of possibilities for the 
champion of the Mountain West Con-
ference to compete for a national title. 
A lot of things would have to happen, 
but it’s feasible.”

Myers said that another way TCU 
competes with BCS schools for 

recruits is in the graduation of its 
football players.

“Our 78 percent graduation suc-
cess rate is 20th best in the country,” 
Myers said. “There were only 10 BCS 
schools with a higher (graduation suc-
cess rate).”

The third benefi t, Myers said, that 
TCU offers potential football players 
is that although the team isn’t given 
the same bowl opportunities or rank-
ing respect as BCS teams, TCU football 
players are afforded the opportunity to 
go on to the NFL. 

With three total, TCU ranked second 
to Texas, which has seven, in players 
drafted, Myers said. TCU also had four 
players sign free-agent contracts.

“We drive these three things home to 
every prospective student-athlete who 
steps foot on campus or receives a let-
ter from our offi ce,” Myers said.

Myers said recruiters travel the coun-
try looking at prospects.

“On a typical day, a coach will hit 
anywhere from fi ve to seven schools, 
depending on the amount of driving 
that needs to be done between each 
one,” Myers said.

In November, with information gath-
ered and sorted about prospects, coach-
ing staffs enter the contact period, Myers 
said.

“During this period, recruiting coach-
es will spend nearly every evening 
visiting the home of a prospective stu-
dent-athlete,” Myers said. “That gives the 
coach, player and families the chance 
to gather information and get questions 
and possible concerns addressed.”

Myers said that the day ends once 
the recruiter has fi nalized his or her 
notes and run them through compliance 
paperwork to ensure there is nothing 
that could be damaging to the univer-
sity.
IN-STATE RECRUITMENT PROB-
LEMS

Although the Horned Frogs can com-
pete with the BCS schools for recruits, 
TCU and all other Texas teams must 
fi nd a way to hold on to the treasure 
trove of recruits leaving Texas for other 
states’ college teams.

“Players in Texas are coached 
extremely well,” Myers said. “Secondly, 
there is a large number of very talented 
athletes, and last but probably the big-
gest draw is the passion for the game 

that players from Texas possess.”
Myers said that Texas schools lose 

football players to out-of-state univer-
sities because those universities seek 
well-coached athletes, because there 
are so many quality programs in the 
Lone Star State and because playing 
under the Friday night lights in Texas 
produces potential recruits who play 
with passion.

While many schools around the 
nation and outside of Texas can be 

more relaxed in their in-state recruit-
ment, Texas schools must move fast to 
secure the blue-chip players.
SIGNING DAY

TCU, which signed 18 players last 
year, gave out more than $600,000 in 
scholarship money at about $35,000 per 
student per year.

Once signed, Myers said, a player’s 
scholarship contract cannot be rescind-
ed by the university. He said that the 
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The TCU football team receives high fi ves from the cheering fans in the Wyoming game. Almost 20 seniors 
are set to graduate, and the TCU coaching staff must amplify its recruiting efforts to fi ll the holes.

Mountain West Conference
University           Overall*
San Diego State Aztecs  7-0
New Mexico Lobos  4-0
Air Force Falcons  6-1
TCU Horned Frogs  4-1
UNLV Rebels   4-1
Wyoming Cowboys  4-1
BYU Cougars   3-1
Colorado State Rams  3-2
Utah Utes   1-3
*No conference games so far

Players to focus on increasing intensity, power, coach says

STEPHEN SPILLMAN/ Staff Photographer

Freshman guard Keion Mitchem holds the 
ball away from an SFA player. The Frogs face 
Texas Tech at 7 p.m. today in the Daniel-Meyer 
Coliseum.

The Horned Frogs host the Texas 
Tech Red Raiders at 7 p.m. today 
in Daniel-Meyer Coliseum.

See RECRUITING, page 6

FOOTBALL


