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top dvd sales

1 Indiana Jones and the 
Kingdom of the Crystal 
Skull

2 Iron Man
3 Sleeping Beauty
4 You Don’t Mess With the 

Zohan
5 Sex and the City: The 

Movie
6 The Happening
7 Forgetting Sarah Marshall
8 Transformers
9 Indiana Jones: The 

Complete Adventure 
Collection

10 I Am Legend
—Billboard

today’s weather

81 58
high low

Sunny

Tomorrow: Partly Cloudy
82 / 58
Sunday: Mostly Sunny
83 / 58

peculiar fact
HANOI, Vietnam — Faced 
with mounting public criticism, 
Vietnam’s Health Ministry 
suspended a widely ridiculed 
plan to ban short, thin and 
small-chested motorbike drivers.

— Associated Press

Halloween is overrated.
Opinion, Page 3

Dining plan’s failure is similar to 
financial crisis in terms of predictability.
Tuesday in Opinion

See how the swimming and 
diving teams did in their meet 
against BYU.
Sports, page 10

Find out the candidates’ 
views on same-sex marriage, 
the environment, the war on 
terrorism and health care. 
Features, page 5

by chance welch
staff Reporter

Donations from TCU faculty to presiden-
tial campaigns have nothing to do with the 
way students are taught, several professors 
said.

The site fundrace.huffingtonpost.com 
showed that on the list of individual donors 
who identified their employer as “Texas 
Christian University” or “TCU” there were 
five Republican donors, who gave a total of 
$4,231, and 13 Democratic donors who gave 
a total of $13,634. 

Several professors who appear on the list 
declined to comment, citing issues such as 
impartiality in the classroom. One TCU em-
ployee who appeared on the list, Janet Spittler 
, an assistant professor of religion, said the 
donations don’t have an effect on the kind 
of ideas discussed between faculty and stu-
dents in class.

“I would never advocate a candidate from 
the front of a classroom, but I think the idea 
of preserving the notion that I am as a pro-
fessor, am somehow perfectly objective is 
impossible,” Spittler said. “I would rather be 
open and encourage the open exchange of 

ideas, particularly with students outside of the 
classroom. It doesn’t come up a lot in ancient 
Greek class, but I don’t think it’s necessary and 
I don’t think it’s particularly helpful to try to 
conceal my perspective on political or social 
justice issues.”

The list shows Spittler gave $466 and $517 
in separate donations to Barack Obama’s cam-
paign. Spittler , who has a Ph.D. from the Uni-
versity of Chicago where Obama taught at 
the law school, lived in Chicago’s Hyde Park 
area near the Obama family until 2007. Spit-
tler said specific issues like global warming 
and intelligent design are probably important 

within the education sector, but that part of 
Obama’s presidential platform about mak-
ing college more affordable is attractive to 
professors.

The list comes on the heels of data that 
show college faculty and other educators 
donated more than 11 times to Barack 
Obama than to John McCain. According 
to the report, the Obama campaign raised 
$19,345,775 compared to $1,646,670 for the 
McCain campaign.

That data was compiled by the Center for 

Study: Educators more likely to donate to Dems. 

Head on

see donations · page 2

by kristin butler
staff Reporter

The TCU Barnes and Noble Bookstore 
is facing competition from students of-
fering to sell cheaper books and deliver 
them for free. 

Josh Dennis, founder of Frogbook-
store.com, said expensive books at the 
TCU Bookstore prompted him to start 
his own business, which launched last 
week.

“I want to help students and created a 
business that makes it easier and cheaper 
for students to buy books for classes,” the 
junior entrepreneurial management and 
finance and real estate major said. “This 
way students won’t get frustrated.” 

Dennis said because he is a TCU 
student, he has been in the position of 
buying books and spending too much 
money, so he wants to cater to the typical 
TCU student’s needs. All students have to 
do is go to the Web site, type in the course 
and department numbers, and he and a 
team of three will find the specific books 
TCU requires for the class, he said. 

Dennis said the Web site is registered 
as a small business through the Tarrant 
County Courthouse.  

“I have a passion for entrepreneurship 
and saw an opportunity and jumped to 
it,” Dennis said.

The books are supplied through a part-

Students 
start online 
bookstore
Site’s founder says it will 
offer affordable books

see bookstore · page 2

University 
wins three 
clean air 
awards
by melissa hawkes
staff reporter

The university walked away with three 
awards granted by the North Texas Clean 
Air Coalition. 

The three awards received were Em-
ployer of the Year, the Community Im-
pact Award and the Commute Initiatives 
Award.

“Winning the Employer of the Year 
Award really shocked me because there 
is a lot of competition, and for TCU to 
go across all the categories and win was 
surprising,” said Dr. Tim Barth, a psychol-
ogy professor and committee member of 
the NTCAC.

Ken Morgan, director of the TCU En-
ergy Institute, said the university is a large 
operation, with 8,000 to 10,000 people 
working for it.

“When you have that many and you 
see all the programs because of the stu-
dent interest, the faculty interest, the In-
stitute of Environmental Studies and the 
Energy Institute, it added up pretty good 
on paper,” Morgan said. 

Jennifer Cohen , project director for 
the NTCAC, said TCU is definitely a 

see clean · page 2

Group that aims to help stray cats on
by Jackie rodriguez
staff Reporter

Librarian Cari Alexander had no idea 
how difficult helping TCU’s local strays 
would be when she developed Frogs and 
Cats Together, a feral cat organization, four 
years ago. 

Frogs and Cats Together at TCU aims to 
lower the feral cat population by conducting 
a trap, neuter and release program. In this 
program, stray cats are spayed or neutered 
and released back into the community in an 
attempt to keep them from breeding.

According to the Web site for the Feral 
Friends Animal Rescue and Assistance, there 
are an estimated 65 million feral cats living 
in the United States, and 350,000 live in the 
Dallas-Fort Worth area. The City of Fort 
Worth Animal Care and Control Division 
suggests pet owners spay and neuter their 
pets to control the animal population.

Frogs and Cats Together is responsible for 

fixing 48 cats and kittens and lowering the 
cat population from 10 to eight cats on cam-
pus, Alexander said. Trap-neuter-release is 
a more favorable solution than euthanasia 
because of a vacuum effect, she said. 

“The vacuum effect says if you move out 
a bunch of cats, a bunch more will move 
in,” Alexander said. “If there is food, water 
or shelter cats will be there and is why all 
college campuses have them.”

The organization continues to seek of-
ficial recognition from the university, Al-
exander said.

Campus organizations can opt for several 
methods to be recognized by the university 
as an official organization, Omar Estrada 
Torres, assistant director for TCU Lead-
ership Center and Student Development 
Services, said. 

“Any group on campus, Frogs and Cats 
Together included, that is interested in ob-
taining official university recognition must 
complete an application for recognition with 

the Office of Student Organizations,” Tor-
res said.

“Once that application is completed, our 
office conducts a comprehensive review of 
the application, and determines their eligi-
bility for recognition,” Torres said.

Because the organization is a faculty-run 
organization, it has not received official sta-
tus from the university, Alexander said.

“We don’t have a stable amount of stu-
dent involvement,” Alexander said. “Stu-
dents come and go and the foundation of 
our organization is the faculty and staff.”

Campus organizations need to have con-
tinuous student involvement to maintain 
official status, Alexander said. 

Alexander said another issue that has 
kept the organization from becoming an 
official organization is potential liabilities 
or health risks to students. A large popula-
tion of stray animals poses health and sani-

RoSe BACA / Staff Photographer

A sport utility vehicle sits on the sidewalk in front of Moudy Building on Thursday after it collided into another car and skidded over the curb. 

Two cars collide outside Moudy Building

Princeton Review ranks the Neeley School of 
Business among the best business schools.
Tuesday in News

see cats · page 2

by travis l. brown and 
chelsie french
staff Reporters

Two cars collided outside the Moudy 
Building on Thursday, leaving a mess of 
glass and fenders in the middle of Uni-
versity Drive.

Senior communication studies major 
Nicole Price, who witnessed the accident, 

said a silver Toyota Corolla that was mak-
ing a left turn onto Princeton Street col-
lided with an oncoming black Volvo XC90 
at about 5 p.m. Wednesday. A Fort Worth 
Transportation Authority bus was stopped 
in the inside lane before the crosswalk of 
the intersection, blocking the view of both 
drivers, Price said. The cars hit head on as 
the Corolla was making the turn, sending 
the Volvo onto the curb and into a small 

tree on the sidewalk, Price said. 
The Corolla’s front end was smashed, 

causing the car to spin back into the left 
turn lane, facing the opposite direction.

A Fort Worth police officer said neither 
driver was severely injured. The driver of 
the Volvo said she suffered minor scrapes 
and bruises.  

The driver of the Corolla declined to 
comment.

2



page 2 · friday, october 31, 2008  dailyskiff.com

nEwS 

DAILY SKIFF
tCU Box 298050, Fort Worth, tX 76129
Phone: (817) 257-7428 Fax: (817) 257-7133
e-mail: news@dailyskiff.com

Circulation: 6,000 
Subscriptions: Call 257-6274. Rates are $30 per semester.
Location: Moudy Building South, Room 291,
2805 S. University Drive Fort Worth, TX 76109
On-campus distribution: Newspapers are available free on 
campus, limit one per person. Additional copies are $.50 and 
are available at the Skiff office.

Web site: www.dailyskiff.com
Copyright: All rights for the entire contents of this newspaper 
shall be the property of the TCU Daily Skiff. No part thereof may 
be reproduced or aired without prior consent of the Student 
Publications Director. The Skiff does not assume liability for any 
products and services advertised herein. The Skiff’s liability for 
misprints due to our error is limited to the cost of the advertising.

The TCU Daily Skiff is an official student publication of Texas Christian University, produced 
by students of TCU and sponsored by the Schieffer School of Journalism. It operates under 
the policies of the Student Publications Committee, composed of representatives from the 
student body, staff, faculty and administration. The Skiff is published Tuesday through 
Friday during fall and spring semesters except finals week and holidays.

Editor-in-Chief: Bailey shiffler
Managing Editor: Joe Zigtema
Web Editor: saerom Yoo
Associate Editor: Michelle nicoud
News Editors: Julieta Chiquillo, david Hall

Sports Editor: Billy Wessels
Opinion Editor: Patty espinosa
Features Editor: Valerie Hannon
Design Editor: Max Landman
Multimedia Editor: allie Brown

Advertising Manager: Kerry Crump
Student Publications Director: Robert Bohler
Business Manager: Bitsy Faulk
Production Manager: Vicki Whistler
Director, Schieffer School: John tisdale

Responsive Politics, a non-partisan 
group who operates the Web site, 
www.opensecrets.org. The site posts 
donor information about all of the 
presidential candidates from the ma-
jor parties as well as fundraising in-
formation for members of Congress. 
The numbers were calculated from 
Political Action Committees (PACs) 
and individual contributions of more 
than $200 as reported to the Federal 
Election Commission. 

Adam Schiffer, assistant professor 
of political science, said there’s a valid 
argument for more academic diversity 
in classrooms, but this doesn’t sup-
port that case. Schiffer said he didn’t 
donate to either candidate’s campaign 
and doesn’t have the income to give 
significantly. 

“Even if, let’s say I did give $1,000 
to Barack Obama, so what? The proof 
is in the pudding,” Schiffer said. “How 
are my classes? Am I fair to all stu-
dents? Does my syllabus reflect a di-
versity of scholarship on American 
politics? None of that has anything to 
do with what I do in my personal life 
any more than what restaurants I take 
my wife to.”

Schiffer said there’s not much to be 
determined from the data. He said a 
professor can keep political activities 
in his or her personal life separate 
from their job but that most profes-
sors stay out of fundraising and vol-
unteering.

“We tend to be fairly non-active 
for the most part considering that 
in colleges you have some of the na-
tion’s foremost experts on politics, it’s 
actually surprising how little we do,” 
Schiffer said.

More could be learned by seeing 
how different academic departments 
donate to the presidential campaigns, 
Schiffer said. Schiffer said professors 
who teach English and other humani-
ties and social sciences classes will lean 
to the left, but professors in the busi-
ness school will lean toward Repub-
lican candidates.

Thomas Moeller, assistant profes-
sor of finance, said he doesn’t have any 
numbers but most professors in the 

Neeley School of Business are prob-
ably more conservative based on their 
experiences in their careers. Moeller 
said there are many in the business 
world who cross over to teaching and 
still vote for conservative candidates.

“I think there’s a traditional view 
of the Republican as low taxes, de-
regulation and for businesses, that’s 
appealing. For people who work at 
businesses they see that as an advan-
tage and often times vote accordingly,” 
Moeller said.

Moeller said public funding is a 
large part of the education sector, and 
Democrats are more likely to be in fa-
vor for more government funding for 
education. Professors and other edu-
cators will be leaning toward the party 
who wants to put more money into 
the education system, Moeller said.

Eric Cox, an assistant professor of 
political science, said Obama has been 
making gains in many voter demo-
graphics as well as some that aren’t 
considered friendly to democratic 
candidates like voters in the military. 
Cox said he hasn’t donated to either 
presidential campaign this election.

Cox said it remains to be seen if the 
high numbers are a result of a steady 
stream of donations to the Democratic 
candidate or if this is a unique elec-
tion. He said the data is an incomplete 
picture of how college faculty gives 
because it doesn’t figure in individual 
donations under $200. 

Massie Ritsch, communications 
director for the Center for Respon-
sive Politics, said campaigns have to 
report donors who have given more 
than $200. The group can’t do analy-
sis for smaller donors because there 
is no data for donors under $200 in 
FEC reports.

dOnatiOnS
continued from page 1

nership with wholesale book dealer 
Texas Book Company, he said. 

A single package will be deliv-
ered to any the dorm, apartment 
or house in the TCU area free of 
charge, Dennis said.  Books will be 
delivered within 14 business days 
and students can return a book 
they do not need or want within 
30 days. 

The campus bookstore has a 
similar offer that allows students to 
submit a request online, and book-
store employees will find the books 
students need.  

Dennis said he guarantees 20-60 
percent savings compared to book-
store prices. He said his business will 
also help students find a way to sell 
back the books because the store 
does not offer buyback through 
the site.

Llisa Lewis, manager of the TCU 
Bookstore, said she would not com-
ment until she had looked at the 
Web site. 

Dennis said that as an incentive, 
for each person a customer refers, 
they will get $10 toward their next 
order at Frogbookstore.com.  If his 

revenue goes as planned, he said he 
will be hiring more students to work 
with him. 

Caitlyn Nygaard, a junior graph-
ic design major, said that not being 
able to buy the books on send-
home would be her only problem, 
but avoiding the book buying hassle 
would be great.  

“I don’t live on campus, so it 
would be a relief to not have to 
stand in long lines to purchase 
heavy books,” she said. 

Rachel Schulte, a junior fashion 
merchandising major, said she is 
unsure of buying books online be-
cause unlike the bookstore she does 
not have someone to ask to make 
sure the books are correct. 

She said the fact that Dennis’ 
Web site allows for a money back 
guarantee and book returns makes 
her feel more at ease about using 
the site. 

Solomon Yisa, a freshman pre-
business major, said he is afraid of 
technical difficulties through the 
site but because it is run by TCU 
students he is more likely to trust 
them.  

“If the site makes it easier and 
cheaper for students, why not use 
it?” Yisa said. 

bOOkStOre
continued from page 1

leader in the Tarrant County area 
and other businesses call TCU for 
advice about how they can start 
implementing cleaner initiatives, 

The Commute Initiatives award 
was received because of the uni-
versity’s transit pass that gives ev-
ery faculty, staff and student a free 
transit pass for the Trinity Railroad 
Express and the T, the bus system 
in Fort Worth, Morgan said.

He said the Community Impact 

Award was based on the univer-
sity’s effort to work with the com-
munity and demonstrate going 
green on campus by recycling and 
implementing programs such as 
the purple bike program.

This is TCU’s first year to take 
part in the event, and Morgan said 
he hopes TCU will win even more 
awards next year. He said the Uni-
versity of Texas at Arlington wants 
to take part in the competition next 
year, and he hopes more universi-
ties will follow in the clean air ef-
fort.

The NTCAC is nonprofit orga-
nization designed to reach out to 
the business community, to edu-
cate, engage and recognize it for 
all their voluntary effort in cleaner 
initiatives, Cohen said. 

She said the NTCAC is com-
piled of nine counties in the North 
Texas area. The NTCAC gave out 
13 awards and 24 companies com-
peted for the awards, Cohen said.

Air quality in North Texas is not 
at the level it should be at, accord-
ing to Environmental Inspection 
Agency standards and if North 

Texas can’t get back to EPA stan-
dards then there will be sanctions 
against the area, Barth said.

Cohen said EPA standards only 
allow a certain number of particles 
per billion to be emitted into the air 
in North Texas, such as particles 
in car smog. The standard is 85 
parts per billion. Currently, North 
Texas emits 92 particles per billion, 
so Tarrant County does not meet 
the standard, she said.

In 2010, the EPA plans to adopt 
an even lower standard of 75 parts 
per billion, Cohen said.

CLean air
continued from page 1

nizations and how many cats 
they can take care of, Thoma-
son said.

A new ordinance is still 
under consideration at the 
Fort Worth Law Department, 
Thomason said. Thomason 
declined to provide details 
about the ordinance under 
consideration. Under the cur-
rent ordinance, stray animals, 
or animals without the care of 
an owner, can be impounded 
at any time, according to the 
Fort Worth City Code and 
Charter.

tation risks to the popula-
tion in the form of opened 
trash bags or potential fleas, 
which is why there is a need 
for other programs, Alexan-
der said.

“A common misconcep-
tion is that these cats harbor 
fleas and will scratch anyone 
who tries to touch them,” 
Alexander said. In addition 
to this misconception, the 
organization cannot shelter 
or maintain cat colonies as 
they are not an official orga-
nization, she said. 

“There are other things 
we can do like campus ed-
ucation, better maintenance 
of the colonies, low-cost 
spay and neuter help, build 
a Web site to direct people 
to help with their animals,” 
Alexander said. 

Anne Thomason, a rep-
resentative for the city of 
Fort Worth Animal Care 
and Control Division, said 
it is working with the soci-
ety as part of a pilot program 
for other organizations that 
aim to lower the feral cat 
population in Fort Worth. 
Results from the program 
will allow amendments to 
a city ordinance that regu-
lates the number of orga-

CatS
continued from page 1

“A common 
misconception 
is that these 
cats harbor 
fleas and will 
scratch anyone 
who tries to 
touch them...”

cari alexander
developer of Frogs and 
Cats together.

donations from the 
education Sector

barack Obama - $19,345,775
Hilary Clinton - $4,295,204
John McCain - $1,646,670
total to all of the presiden-
tial candidates - $28,774,299
democrats - 86.9%
republicans - 12.8%
-Center for Responsive Politics

NOW OPEN 1/2 off any Smoothie during 
Happy Hour!(2-4pm)
Now serving breakfast!

Montgomery Plaza  •  Across from Starbucks
2600 W. 7th St. Suite 181

817.332.5050

Best smoothies on the 
planet!
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Students’ Web bookstore 
creatively addresses need

Halloween. Most take full advantage 
of this unique holiday, for lack of a 
better word. it’s a night full of spooks, 
tricks, treats and booze. This is the 
time of year that supposedly anyone, 
young and old, can enjoy to its fullest 
potential. 

Unfortunately, i’m not most people. 
To me, Halloween is the most unen-
joyable time of the year. it’s so over-
rated and a complete waste of time, at 
least at my age. 

When i was younger, i couldn’t wait 
for Halloween. i could pretend to be 
somebody or something else, and it 
was cool. However, i never did under-
stand why my mom would get so frus-
trated with me around this time. 

That is until now. i completely un-
derstand why it was such a hassle to 
find a costume, buy candy, stay up late, 
mingle with people you don’t know 
and for what? Sure, it’s a great time 
for children; dressing up in 
fun outfits 
and 

hanging out with your friends is fun. 
There’s not a care in the world, and 
your mom and dad take care of every-
thing. But now that i am in college and 
have to handle Halloween all on my 
own, my views of this grand festivity 
have changed. 

Every year, i have to find a costume 
that, no matter what time of year it is, 
will cost me a good $40. This means 
i have to find time out of my already 
busy schedule to fight the crowds at 
costume shops to find the costume i 
want in my size. Only it never really 
works out that way. You claw your way 
through a mob of last minute shoppers 
to an open space at the counter, furi-
ously pointing out the outfit you want 
to the lady who’s about to give the last 
one to the young lady next to you. 
Great. now all that’s left is for her to 
try it on with her non-deodorized arm 
pits, leaving half of her orange face 
around the collar for you to admire as 
you get second dibs on it.  

is it worth it? not when you know 
that, regardless of how cute the cos-
tume may be, you’re going to walk into 
a dressing room that’s as big as the so-
rority house closets with a mirror that 
makes you look 50 pounds heavier. 
Five characters later, you’re pulling out 
your credit card to pay for a costume 
you settled for. Fantastic.

The shopping… that’s only the 
beginning. The fun begins when it’s 
time to show off your final purchases 
and hope that the one person you can’t 
stand isn’t wearing the same outfit, 
or worse, looks better in it. Don’t get 
me wrong, the parties are fun, to an 
extent. But honestly, to me, it’s just 
another party. Only this time, people 
can dress as provocatively as they like 
without feeling like a total sleaze. At 
the end of the night, at my age, you get 
no candy, and you have a $40 costume 
that you can’t wear next year. Because, 
let’s face it, been there, done that. 

Halloween. it can be fun when 
you’re young. But seriously? Why 
don’t we just all cut out the sugar 

coating and just be real: you want 
to dress up in a less-than-ap-
pealing outfit to get completely 
annihilated and take goofy pic-
tures. Fine. Just definitely not 
for me. nope. i’ll be spending 
my Halloween with some great 
friends, hanging out, doing 
what i want to do, and i’ll have 

$40 extra than you.

Opinion editor Patricia 
Espinosa is a junior broadcast 

journalism major from Mission. 

While Russia endlessly complains 
about America’s growing influence in 
Eastern Europe and Central Asia, it 
is making a brazen attempt to buy al-
legiance from Latin American states 
that are generally thought to be firmly 
ensconced in the United States’ back 
yard.

Typical for Russians, they are none-
too-subtle about this. They are making 
their intentions plain and show no 
reticence about describing their true 
motivation: payback.

“These visits and maneuvers can 
be interpreted as an asymmetrical re-
sponse to Washington,” said Vladimir 
Davydov, director of a Russian research 
institute focused on Latin America. 
He made these remarks to the Russian 
newspaper, Kommersant.

Russia should be high on the list of 
countries the next president needs to 
cultivate after eight years of destructive 
Bush administration diplomacy. Unlike 
iran, north Korea, Syria, Venezuela, 
pakistan and other problem states, 
Russia’s leaders at least have the ability 
to act reasonably and follow through 
on what they say – if they believe 
Washington is being sincere.

For now, though, the relationship is 
tumbling from bad to worse. Kommer-
sant also reported Russia has offered to 
“bring back Russian military facilities” 
to Cuba.

Russia last brought significant 
military facilities to Cuba in 1962, 
spawning the Cuban missile crisis. 
That brought the world to the brink 
of nuclear war, and Cuba would have 
been the first nation hit. This time, 
understandably, the paper said Cuba 
was “cool to the idea.” Almost certainly, 
Russia does not intend to position 
nuclear weapons in Cuba. Still, Russia 
feels equally aggrieved today by the 
American decision to deploy elements 
of a missile defense system in poland 
and the Czech Republic. it has threat-
ened to point nuclear missiles at those 
two states, and some Russians have 
offered dark warnings of possible inva-
sions. After the invasion of Georgia in 
August, that no longer sounds like a 
hollow threat.

So, by their logic, aren’t they entitled 
to station some equipment in Cuba – 
right now? While both nations plunge 
headlong toward a new Cold War, each 
side denies that is the case. Thomas 
Shannon, a cool-headed assistant sec-
retary of state, asserted that the United 
States “has no intention of reviving 
Cold War images or Cold War rhetoric. 

This is a conflict that the region has 
thankfully left behind.” Russian offi-
cials have made similar observations.

But somebody forgot to tell the re-
gion – or least its leftist members.

Historically, the United States has 
neglected Latin America – except when 
it wants to meddle, invade or castigate 
its leaders. That has been no less true 
during the Bush Administration. Four 
nations – nicaragua, Venezuela, Ecua-
dor and Bolivia – have turned cold and 
hostile toward Washington. in recent 
weeks, two of them, Venezuela and 
Bolivia, have expelled their U.S. ambas-
sadors. Russia is courting all of these 
countries, and others, with arms sales, 
money and varied offers of aid.

Even Colombia, Washington’s 
closest ally in South America, has 
fallen for Russia’s blandishments. 
The U.S. is providing Colom-
bia with $236 million in aid this 
year, most of it for the military. 
And yet, Defense Minister Juan 
Manuel Santos visited Moscow 
this month, hoping to hop on the 
gravy train. He said he wanted to 
discuss “better relations in defense.” 
Venezuela is buying fighter jets, tanks 
and armored vehicles from Russia and 
is in discussions about purchasing 
submarines. The Venezuelan gov-
ernment also says it wants to start a nu-
clear-energy program. Russia has 
agreed to help. Venezuela insists 
that it is interested only in peace-
ful uses of nuclear fuel. But haven’t 
we heard that before? Russia is pro-
viding Bolivia with military helicopters 
and, incredibly, help with drug enforce-
ment – in a country whose president, 
Evo Morales, is also president of the 
nation’s coca growing unions. That is 
certain to be faux enforcement.

in Ecuador last week, nicolai 
patrushev, secretary of the Russian 
Federation Security Council, said his 
country wanted to collaborate with Ec-
uadoran intelligence “to expand Mos-
cow’s influence in Latin America and 
offer a counterweight to the United 
States,” the BBC reported. Ecuador’s 
leaders appeared to like the idea.

The United States seems to be 
complacent about all of this. it 
could be that with the end of the 

term so near, the State Department is 
willing to fight only the most urgent 
fires.

Shanon, the assistant secretary of 
state, dismissed the problem, saying: 
“There is no doubt about who holds 
the preponderance of military power 
in the Caribbean.” But this is not about 
military power. it’s about political alli-
ances and influence. Russia is mak-
ing significant headway across Latin 
America while Washington stands 
aside.

They must be grinning in Moscow 
right now.

Joel Brinkley is a former foreign 
correspondent for the New York Times.

Next president needs plan for Russia
Halloween lame holiday, 
waste of effort, expenses

Patricia EsPinosa

After the invasion of 
Georgia in August, 
that no longer sounds 
like a hollow threat. 

MCT

The fun begins when 
it’s time to show off 
your final purchases 
and hope that the 
one person you can’t 
stand isn’t wearing the 
same outfit, or worse, 
looks better in it. 

political cartoons should 
focus on issues

is there no one else at The Skiff who 
can draw? i have yet to see an editorial 
cartoon from Lana Blocker that was 
anything but a blatantly personal attack 
on Sen. Obama. Where are the edito-
rial cartoons slinging arrows at Sen. 
McCain?

i appreciate editorial cartoons and 
political commentary, but today’s car-
toon plays loose and fast with the line 
between genuine criticism and purely 
fictional fear-mongering. The best edi-
torial cartoonists lampoon the idiosyn-
crasies and inconsistencies of all sides of 
an issue without resorting to half-truths 
and mischaracterizations. Ms. Blocker 
has jumped right past that into purely 

personal attacks against Sen. Obama.
The Skiff ran an editorial yesterday 

by a writer asking the electorate and the 
media to focus on the issues — might i 
recommend he have that conversation 
with his colleague writing editorial car-
toons for The Skiff?

Pete Wann is a TCU Apple server 
administrator from Fort Worth. 

opinion@dailyskiff.com
YOUR VIEW

The neeley School of Business has a strong entrepreneurial back-
ground. it seems only natural, then, for the TCU Bookstore to 
have some competition from one bright business student.

Horned Frog entrepreneur Josh Dennis, who founded Frogbookstore.
com, and a team of three, claims to offer 20 to 60 percent discounts off 
the Barnes & noble bookstore on campus and free delivery straight to 
the student’s door, provided it’s in the TCU area. Students just type in 
their course and department numbers and wait for the package to show 
up.

Dennis saw an area of need on campus and filled it with a savvy 
business idea that could give the TCU bookstore a run for its money — 
literally and figuratively.

putting a college education to good use is, after all, why TCU attracts 
some of America’s brightest minds. if it happens to butt heads with a 
revenue-driven university entity, that’s just a hazard of producing smart 
students.

Books from the university are already too expensive, and students are 
tired of shelling out the money for them — Daily Skiff opinion columns 
can attest to that — and it’s about time somebody stepped in to give stu-
dents some relief from dropping the price of a down payment on a new 
car for books each semester.

Bills are starting to pile up on just about everybody nowadays, and 
students can use every opportunity they can get to shave a bit of the 
cost off an already rising TCU education.  

Students should take advantage of good old American capitalism and 
check prices on Frogbookstore.com before emptying their wallets for 
books from the corner of Berry and University. At a campus that’s try-
ing to go green, it doesn’t hurt to save some either.

Managing editor Joe Zigtema for the editorial board.
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by mike dorning
Chicago Tribune

WASHINGTON — Ever since 
Franklin Roosevelt took office with 
the passage of a torrent of historic 
legislation, the first 100 days of a 
new presidency have taken on a 
mythic significance as a moment to 
set the tone for a new White House 
and enact signature laws.

But with the huge cost of the 
Wall Street bailout and a balloon-
ing budget deficit that could be 
worsened by recession, resources 
will be sharply constrained this 
time. Restoring the economy’s 
overall health will be the over-
whelming task of the new presi-
dent and Congress, drowning out 
most other priorities.

Barack Obama’s agenda in-
cludes a national health care plan, 
a middle-class tax cut and major 
investments in alternative energy, 
education and infrastructure. But 
he has brushed aside questions 
about potential trade-offs among 
his priorities once elected, leaving 
considerable ambiguity about how 
he would proceed.

John McCain’s promise to ex-
tend the Bush tax cuts and add 
new tax breaks for corporations 
and investors is certain to run 
into a roadblock if Democrats ex-
pand their control of Congress as 
expected.

The Republican’s health care 
plan is even less likely to pass since 
it relies on eliminating a popular 
tax break for employer-provided 
health care, which would be anath-
ema to a Democratic Congress.

“Both of them have promised 
many policy initiatives,” said James 
Pfiffner, a public policy professor 
at George Mason University and 
author a book on presidential 
transitions. “But it’s highly un-
likely either one of them could 
get a lot of important legislation 
through Congress in the first year, 
particularly when Congress is so 
polarized.”

Either candidate would, of 
course, have considerably more lee-
way to pursue his strategy in Iraq, 
given the powers of the command-
er-in-chief. Yet the new president 
still may have to adjust course in 
Iraq to accommodate changes on 
the ground and the responses of 
regional powers such as Iran, Syria, 
Saudi Arabia and Turkey.

Both campaigns have quietly set 
up transition planning operations 
to prepare for a new administra-

tion, with Clinton White House 
chief of staff John Podesta leading 
the process for Obama and Rea-
gan administration Navy Secretary 
John Lehman managing it for Mc-
Cain.

The nonpartisan Committee 
for a Responsible Federal Bud-
get found that — even assuming 
the sometimes-dubious savings 
the campaigns claim — both the 
Obama and McCain plans would 
add more than $200 billion to the 
federal deficit by 2013. And that es-
timate was compiled in September, 
before the candidates announced 
costly new economic stimulus pro-
posals.

Obama has resisted telegraph-
ing much about how he would 

choose among his goals, though 
he has given some indications. In 
one debate, he ranked energy inde-
pendence as his highest domestic 
priority, followed by health care 
reform and then education; Mc-
Cain declined to rank his priori-
ties when asked the same question, 
saying Americans had the capac-
ity to tackle these priorities at the 
same time.

Responding to a donor’s ques-
tion at a fundraiser in May, Obama 
said his top goals for his first 100 
days in office would include pro-
posing legislation on his health 
care plan by “March or April” and 
an immediate “signal to the world” 
on the nation’s commitment to al-
ternative energy.

That signal could be something 
less ambitious than the $15 billion-
a-year energy plan Obama touts on 
the campaign trail. Obama might 
make a dramatic personal appear-
ance at the international climate 
change negotiations scheduled to 
begin in December, or order the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
to regulate greenhouse gas emis-
sions. The advantage of such acts: 
neither requires public money or 
congressional approval.

Obama also mentioned com-
pleting the advance military plan-
ning to begin withdrawing troops 
from Iraq.

McCain has said he will propose 
a one-year freeze on all discretion-
ary spending not related to defense 
or veterans. That initiative, too, 
would face steep odds in a Demo-
cratic-controlled Congress.

Beyond the financial constraints, 
the White House must deal with 
a Congress that moves slowly on 
major legislation and has difficulty 
tackling more than one big issue 
at a time. Jimmy Carter and Bill 
Clinton are widely viewed as hav-
ing squandered opportunities by 
pursuing a muddle of initiatives 
at the outset, while Ronald Rea-
gan and George W. Bush benefited 
from lean, focused agendas.

by bonnie rochman
McClatchy Newspapers

RALEIGH, N.C. — More than six 
decades ago, a soldier voted for the 
first time.

“I received my ballot yesterday 
to vote,” Roland Stancil wrote to his 
family in Raleigh in a letter dated 
Sept. 5, 1944. 

“I hope the war will be over before 
winter. Things look real good for us 
at present. Well, Mama, do not wor-
ry. I’ll write as often as possible.”

Sometime in the next six weeks, 
Stancil sent his ballot back across the 
ocean, from southern France where 
he fought with the 157th Infantry 
Regiment, to North Carolina, much 
as soldiers fighting in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan are doing now.

Stancil, 21, never discovered the 
outcome of his first election. He was 
wounded Oct. 20 and died a day lat-
er, though his family didn’t learn of 
his death for nearly three weeks.

In that interim period of uncer-
tainty, Stancil’s family wrote him 
constantly. After his death, 10 of 
those letters trickled back to the 
family’s home on West Street, near 
downtown. “Return to sender,” they 
were stamped — beneath that was 
scrawled “DECEASED.”

Grief-stricken, Stancil’s mother 
collected the letters, unopened, and 
stuffed them, along with all of her 
son’s correspondence, into his army 
duffel bag.

Sixty-four years came and went. 
Two months ago, Stancil’s sister, 
Edith Crumpler, decided to open 
those letters. So one late August eve-
ning, she settled into a chair in her 
living room and unsealed the past.

The irony of her decision to open 
the letters now, so close to this year’s 
presidential election, was not lost on 
her.

“A ballot from the battlefield,” she 
mused. “These letters are almost 
sacred. It’s like reading a book I’ve 
never read.”

The oldest of six children, Jes-
se Roland Stancil dropped out of 

Broughton High School to go to 
work at a mill making hosiery. He 
was drafted in July 1943. After basic 
training at Fort McClellan in Ala-
bama, Stancil was shipped to North 
Africa, Italy and France. In letters 
home, he wrote often of his desire 
to be a good soldier. 

Edith Crumpler — his only sister 
— paid scant attention to the letters, 
a teenager at the time.

She didn’t know her mother had 
saved them all, pulling them from 
Roland’s duffel bag and secreting 
them in a footlocker in her bed-
room. It was only after Ada Stancil’s 
death in 1963 that Crumpler found 
them. 

Busy raising her own children by 
then, Crumpler set them aside once 
again.

At the end of August, for no par-
ticular reason, Crumpler decided to 
see what stories awaited inside the 
yellowed envelopes.

She pulled her brother’s old duf-
fel bag from her closet and began to 
read.

The most surprising words she 
found were her own, written Nov. 
8, 1944. She had mailed that letter 
the following day, at 2:30 p.m., ac-
cording to the postmark.

“Well, Roland, it looks like 
Roosevelt is in for another term in 
the White House. Mama and daddy 
voted yesterday. Mrs. Ida Parish said 
your ballot got here alright,” Crum-
pler wrote, referring to a neighbor-
hood woman who worked at the 
polls. “I’m glad you got to vote for 
the one you wanted.”

Meltdown will put strain on
next president’s 100-day sprint

some cast ballots from afar 
while fighting for country 

Shawn Rocco / Raleigh news & observer via McT

Edith crumpler, 79, holds an army bag of her brothers’ letters from ww II. 

“But it’s highly 
unlikely either 
one of them 
could get a lot 
of important 
legislation 
through Congress 
in the first year, 
particularly 
when Congress 
is so polarized.”

James pfiffner

Public policy professor
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by Valerie Hannon
Features Editor

What’s at stake:

the next president will be attending a confer-
ence next year in Denmark with other heads of 
state, as world leaders continue to work on a suc-
cessor to the Kyoto Protocol to address the problem 
of global warming, said Michael slattery, director 
of the Institute for environmental studies.  

One of the biggest domestic issues the next ad-
ministration faces is the nation’s water supply, as 
infrastructures in major cities are deteriorating and 
water supplies are dwindling, slattery said.

reducing carbon footprints and finding renew-
able energy sources are also major considerations 
for the next president, slattery said. 

Like the previous administration, the next 
president will have difficulty implementing en-
vironmental policy because other issues such as 
the economy take precedence, but the nation will 
benefit in the long run, slattery said. 

“What people fail to understand is that the plan-
et provides a whole host of goods and services free 
of charge,” he said.  

Obama says: 

according to his campaign Web site, Obama 
and running mate, Joe Biden, created the New 
energy for america plan that, among other things, 
will invest $150 billion in private efforts for cleaner 
energy in the next 10 years.  

at the second presidential debate Oct. 7 in 
Nashville, tenn., Obama said he supported find-
ing alternative energy sources, including nuclear 
power and reducing drilling. 

“so what that means is that we can’t simply drill 
our way out of the problem,” Obama said. “and 
we’re not going to be able to deal with the climate 
crisis if our only solution is to use more fossil fuels 
that create global warming.

“We’re going to have to come up with alterna-
tives, and that means that the united states gov-
ernment is working with the private sector to fund 
the kind of innovation that we can then export to 
countries like China that also need energy and are 
setting up one coal power plant a week.”

McCain says:

at the second presidential debate, McCain said 
he supported nuclear power as an alternate energy 
source. 

“I was on Navy ships that had nuclear power 
plants,” McCain said. “Nuclear power is safe, and 
it’s clean, and it creates hundreds of thousands of 
jobs. and I know that we can reprocess the spent 
nuclear fuel. the Japanese, the British, the french 
do it. and we can do it, too.

“We can move forward and clean up our climate 
and develop green technologies, and alternate — 
alternative energies for  — for hybrid, for hydrogen, 
for battery-powered cars, so that we can clean up 
our environment and at the same time get our 
economy going by creating millions of jobs.”

according to his campaign Web site, McCa-
in said he would promote a “cap-and-trade sys-
tem.”

a climate cap-and-trade mechanism would set 
a limit on greenhouse gas emissions and allow en-
tities to buy and sell rights to emit, similar to the 
successful acid rain trading program of the early 
1990s, according to McCain’s Web site. 

by courtney ortega
Staff Reporter

What’s a stake:

With the definition of marriage, as well as 
who gets to define it, up for debate, same-sex 
marriages have the country divided on the 
separation of church and state. 

Currently, California, Connecticut and Mas-
sachusetts are the only states that legally rec-
ognize same-sex marriages. 

Yet with the country’s economy on a down-
turn and issues such as the Iraq war taking pre-
cedence, some consider that the issue of same-
sex marriages is a minimal concern.

Jay adcock, sophomore philosophy major 
and co-founder of the Philosophy Club, said 
with so many issues to consider, the topic of 
same-sex marriage should not be the defining 
factor in someone’s presidential pick.

“It hasn’t affected my decision,” adcock 
said.

sophomore philosophy and english major 
tyler Hall agrees.

“While this is still an issue, it is not one of 
great importance at this time,” said Hall, co-
founder of the Philosophy Club.

shelly Newkirk, vice president of the Gay 
straight alliance and a sophomore social work 
major, said the election is important in pick-
ing a president that will represent the interest 
of all people. 

“It’s about more than just marriage,” Newk-

irk said. “It’s about equality.”  
Both adcock and Hall said regardless if 

same-sex couples are given the right to legal 
marriages or civil unions, the couples should 
be allowed to collect their partners’ benefits as 
long as they are taxed properly.

Obama says:

although both candidates oppose same-sex 
marriages, Obama has stated he is a supporter 
of broader rights for same-sex couples. 

Obama said he does support civil unions 
that give same-sex couples equal legal rights 
and privileges as married couples.

In a 2007 interview with Meet the Press, 
Obama said he did not believe that being gay 
or lesbian is a choice. 

Obama currently opposes California Propo-
sition 8, which looks to eliminate the right of 
same-sex couples to marry in that state.   

McCain says:

sen. John McCain has taken a more con-
servative view on the topic. McCain’s Web site 
states he believes the institution of marriage is 
a union between a man and a woman.

Yet despite his conservative voting record, in 
2004 McCain called the ban of same-sex mar-
riages “un-republican” and even voted no on a 
constitutional ban of same-sex marriages.

McCain, who currently supports Califor-
nia Proposition 8, has said that he believes 
same-sex marriages are an issue best left to 
the states.

by brittany adams
Staff Reporter

What’s at Stake:

In a Wall street Journal-NBC survey, almost 
50 percent of the american public said the cost of 
health care is the top economic concern, according 
to National Coalition on Health Care’s Web site. 

the total spending on health care in 2007 was 
$2.3 trillion, which is $7,600 per person. Health 
care spending is predicted to increase at similar 
rates for the next decade, according to the NCHC 
Web site.

In 2007, employer health insurance premiums 
increased by 6.1 percent, according to the NCHC 
Web site. the annual premium for an employer 
health plan, covering a family of four, averaged near-
ly $12,100, while the annual premium for single 
coverage averaged more than $4,400.

according to the NCHC Web site, experts say the 
health care system is challenged with administrative 
expenses, inflated prices, poor management and 
inappropriate care, waste and fraud. these problems 
increase medical care and health insurance costs.

according to the NCHC Web site, policy-mak-
ers and government officials both say health care 
cost must controlled, but they do not agree on the 
ways to improve health spending and insurance 
premiums. 

David Conner, a vice president at Bowen, Mi-
clette & Britt which is an insurance brokerage and 
risk management consulting firm, said, “With ei-
ther candidate, we could see higher taxes to cover 
the new costs.” 

“If Obama is elected, we will see socialized medi-
cine and everyone will have insurance, and with 
McCain, you will have more uninsured, but he wants 
to give us a tax credit for our health care costs,” 
Conner said. 

Obama Says:

according to Barack Obama’s Web site, he wants 
every american to have health care. Obama wants 
to establish a National Health Insurance exchange 
, which will allow individuals and small businesses 
to buy affordable health care coverage with options 
ranging from private to new public plans. accord-
ing to Obama’s Web site, he said he wants people 
with preexisting  health conditions to be covered 
by insurance as well as lowering their insurance 
costs. Obama said he wants to lower drug costs by 
increasing the number of generic drugs available to 
the people, according to his Web site. 

McCain Says:

according to his Web site, John McCain said he 
wants to make health care affordable and available 
for every american. along with making insurance 
portable from job to job or job to home, McCain 
said on his Web site he would like to make it more 
portable by allowing everyone to go across state lines 
to obtain the best insurance. He wants to improve 
the quality of insurance to meet people’s needs. Mc-
Cain wants  americans to choose their own in-
surance that is best for their needs. every family 
will receive a $5,000 tax credit, and individuals will 
receive a $2,500 tax credit, according to his Web 
site. McCain wants to promote more research for 
chronic diseases, especially in regard to prevention. 
according to his Web site, he also wants to promote 
more programs about anti-smoking by working 
with businesses and insurance companies. 

by Victoria maranan
Staff Reporter

What’s at stake:

the Iraq war has proved to be longer than 
the Civil War and american involvement in 
World War I and World War II. 

Jim riddlesperger, professor of political 
science, said whoever assumes the presidency, 
for this coming election and succeeding elec-
tions, will have a different approach on the 
war on terrorism. 

“terrorism will remain as an ongoing man-
agement issue for all u.s. presidents in the 
foreseeable future,” he said.

riddlesperger also noted that when it 
comes to this issue, the difference between 
the united states and other nations is that 
other countries have been putting up with 
terrorism for decades while the u.s. started 
since sept. 11.

Obama says:

Obama opposed the war in Iraq, and end-
ing it is one of his top priorities if he assumes 
the position of commander-in-chief.

He believes afghanistan is the main bat-
tleground since al-Qaida operations in that 
region have increased recently.

the New York times reported Obama that 
promises to pull troops out of Iraq within 16 
months of being inaugurated in 2009. Mili-
tary experts believe it is possible to with-
draw the troops from the region at the rate 

of one to two brigades a month, enabling the 
Obama administration to get them out of Iraq 
by summer of 2010, according to Obama’s 
Web site. 

the Illinois senator believes setting a time 
frame for troop withdrawal would force the 
Iraqi government to pull itself together and 
enable the u.s. to send more troops to af-
ghanistan. 

Obama said he will leave a limited number 
of troops in Iraq to continue counterterrorism 
operations in the region and provide security 
for american diplomats and personnel. 

McCain says:

McCain believes it is in america’s best in-
terest to help the Iraqi government. 

as a supporter of the war, the arizona 
senator believes if u.s. troops pull out before 
the Iraqi government can safeguard its own 
country, Iraq will be a failed state, and the 
united states will have to return to a bigger 
and more expensive war.

McCain does not agree with Obama’s plan 
to schedule the withdrawal of the troops be-
cause he says al-Qaida in Iraq has not been 
defeated yet, the times reported. But Mc-
Cain projects he will get most of the troops 
out by 2013.

according to the McCain Web site, the 
united states would risk recently projected 
gains if it withdrew american troops before 
Iraq is back on its feet. His campaign also 
points out that a strategy similar to Obama’s 
failed when it was used in 2006.

Is ABC’s “Life on Mars” the best new 
show of the season, or should you 
change the channel? 
Next Friday in Reviews
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sophomore 
success
...so you can get a head 
start on your career!

Who:
What:

Where:
When:

Why:
How:

SOPHOMORES ONLY!
Dinner & Career “Speed-Dating”
BLUU Ballroom
Wednesday, November 5, 5-9 p.m.
So your head won’t bobble with stress...
$35 registration fee (with send-home!)

To register, visit www.frogjobs.net or stop by 
Career Services in Jarvis. Call 817-257-2222 with 
any questions.

Jarvis Hall • 817.257.2222
Dan Rogers 140 • 817.257.5572 

Contemporary Southwestern 
Jewelry and Cosmetic Studio

Monthly Glamour Parties
* Private Parties

Mon: by appt. only
Tues-Fri: 10 am-6 pm

Sat: 10 am-5 pm
Look for extended hours Nov. 1st

Retail therapy. 
Brought to you by Nezhoni

LITTLE LUXURIES

• DUWOP cosmetics
• theBalm cosmetics
• Kevyn Aucoin Beauty
• HUE by Julie Hewett 
• Besame cosmetics
• blinc mascara
• AromaSanctum
   pure perfumes

“on the bricks”
4319 Camp Bowie 
Fort Worth, Texas

817-377-1140
www.nezhoni.com
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by tyler bridges
McClatchy Newspapers

CARACAS, Venezuela — They 
line up early, before sunrise, be-
side a massive metal fence to wait 
for a government grocery store 
named for a 1960s Venezuelan 
revolutionary to open.

These poor Venezuelans come 
for food, made cheap by subsidies 
from their nation’s immense oil 
wealth. If residents of the Venezu-
elan capital’s impoverished Catia 
neighborhood wonder whom to 
thank, murals of President Hugo 
Chavez watch over them as they 
wait.

“The government pays for the 
subsidies, and that’s why we elect-
ed the president, and that’s why we 
love him,” said Medarda Romero, 
66, setting down a black garbage 
bag full of food. “He cares about 
the poor. Previous presidents 
didn’t.”

Venezuela’s government gets 50 
percent of its income from oil rev-
enues, however, and now falling 
oil prices threaten to force Chavez 
to scale back the food subsidies 
and other government programs 
he’s used to lift millions of Ven-
ezuelans out of poverty.

Not only could this make life 
harder for the poor but it also 
could threaten Chavez’s politi-
cal power, because his popular-
ity depends at least in part on his 
free-spending anti-poverty pro-
grams.

“Shortages of food won’t help 
Chavez,” said Pedro Atencio, a 
40-year-old factory worker, as he 
waited in line outside the “mercal,” 
as the grocery store is known in 
Venezuela. “People would become 
unhappy. That wouldn’t be good 
for him.”

International oil prices peaked 
at $147 a barrel in July but have 
dropped to below $70 amid the 
worldwide financial crisis. Vene-
zuelan oil generally sells for about 
$10 per barrel less than the inter-

national price.
Ramon Espinasa, formerly the 

chief economist for the Venezu-
elan state oil company, now con-
sults for the Inter-American De-
velopment Bank, a public-policy 
organization in Washington. He 
estimates that the government’s 
profits from oil exports will drop 
to $41 billion this year from $52 
billion last year.

Forecasters expect Venezu-
ela’s economy to begin weaken-
ing shortly after the Nov. 23 state 
and local elections. Chavez has 
boosted government spending in 
advance of the elections to keep 
the economy buoyant.

J.P. Morgan estimates national 
income will grow by 2.5 percent 
next year, down from 6 percent 
in 2008 and 8.4 percent last year. 
Barclays Capital projects anemic 
1.5 percent growth in gross na-
tional product in 2009.

“He has to reduce spending,” 
said Alejandro Grisanti, who 
heads Barclays’ Latin America re-
search department in New York. 

“There’s no other way. It will hurt 
his popularity.”

What happens in Venezuela 
has wide ramifications. It’s the 
fourth-biggest supplier of oil to 
the United States.

Chavez has used oil as a strate-
gic tool to win influence through-
out Latin America with his an-
ti-globalization and anti-Bush 
administration message.

Venezuela provides subsidized 
oil to Cuba and a dozen Caribbean 
countries, and Chavez also regu-
larly gives cash or loans to friendly 
leftist governments in Bolivia, Ar-
gentina and Ecuador.

He’s dismissed suggestions the de-
clining oil price will hurt Venezuela’s 
economy.

“Should the oil price stabilize be-
tween 80 and 90 dollars — more than 
enough,” he said last Saturday. “In the 
face of the global crisis, I guarantee 
Venezuelans the country will not be 
held back. ... Venezuela has enough 
social, financial and technological 
resources to march on with eco-
nomic growth.”

As oil prices start to decrease, 
Venezuelans may feel crunch

Ivan Gonzalez / MCT

venezuelan customers buy basic needs at a store in Caracas, venezuela, on oct. 18. 

U.S. troops from “the wrong battle-
field” of Iraq by the end of 2011 to 
deprive al-Qaida and other groups 
of what he charges has been their 
best recruitment and propaganda 
tool.

The U.S. occupation, Obama 
declared in August 2007, encour-
ages terrorist attacks, “ties down 
our military, busts our budgets, 
increases the pool of terrorist re-
cruits, alienates America, gives de-
mocracy a bad name and prompts 
the American people to question 
our engagement in the world.”

While Obama would keep a 
small U.S. force in Iraq to target al-
Qaida-allied extremists, he’d send 
some 20,000 more American troops 
to fight al-Qaida and the Taliban in 
Afghanistan, which the Democrat 
calls “the war we need to win.”

McCain also pledges to send 
more troops to Afghanistan. How-
ever, he considers Iraq the “central 
front” in a global struggle with 
radical Islam. Defeating its violent 
adherents, he says, is “the national 
security challenge of our time.”

The Republican nominee argues 
that a premature U.S. withdrawal 
would turn Iraq into a “failed state” 
where al-Qaida-allied extremists 
could establish sanctuaries in which 
to plot a takeover of the Middle East 
and new terrorist strikes.

“Their ultimate goal is not Iraq. 
Their ultimate goal is us,” the Ari-
zona senator asserted in April 2007. 
“They want to destroy us, and if we 
leave, they will follow us home.”

McCain and Obama start from 
different places in their overarching 
approaches to terrorism.

McCain doesn’t appear to have 
a comprehensive strategy, instead 
making counter-terrorism a facet of 
individual policies toward Iraq, Iran, 
Pakistan and the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. McCain’s campaign never 
responded to McClatchy Newspa-

pers’ repeated requests to speak to 
a counter-terrorism adviser, so his 
approach had to be deduced from 
his interviews, speeches and writ-
ings.

Writing last year in Foreign Af-
fairs magazine, McCain promised 
to “employ every economic, diplo-
matic, political, legal and ideologi-
cal tool” to help moderates in the 
Muslim world counter extremist 
ideology and propaganda.

In a number of speeches, how-
ever, McCain has made it clear U.S. 
military power would be “the most 
important part” of his approach, 
arguing that the “ruthless” use of 
military muscle can “change per-
manently the mindset” not only of 
terrorists but also of ordinary Mus-
lims who sympathize with them.

Obama convened an advisory 
group of more than 70 experts 
last year who developed a multi-
pronged strategy based on the 
idea that fighting terrorism re-
quires more than military power 
— which often proves counterpro-
ductive by causing civilian casual-
ties — including law-enforcement, 
diplomatic and poverty-alleviation 
components.

“The overall philosophy is to 
move away from a predominantly 
military approach,” said Obama 
campaign adviser Richard Clarke, 
who served as the Clinton admin-
istration’s top counter-terrorism of-
ficial and remained in the job early 
in the Bush administration. “That 
means using the military when ap-
propriate.”

In an August 2007 speech, 
Obama said he’d send more diplo-
mats and aid experts to countries 
that were wrestling with terrorism 
and would start a $5 billion pro-
gram to boost cooperation with 
other countries on intelligence-
sharing, border security, policing 
and anti-corruption programs.

by Jonathan s. landay
McClatchy Newspapers

WASHINGTON — When 
it comes to fighting terror-
ism, John McCain and Barack 
Obama share some common 
ground. Both promise to in-
tensify cooperation with other 
nations, boost U.S. intelligence-
gathering and bolster homeland 
defenses.

There also are profound dif-
ferences in their approaches, 
however, beginning with Iraq.

Obama’s strategy hinges on 
withdrawing most of the 152,000 

McCain, Obama disagree 
on how to fight terrorism

MCT
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Tighter budgets may hinder candidates’ plans for veterans

Report details list of threats to newly endangered Cook Inlet belugas

`by chris adams
McClatchy Newspapers

WASHINGTON — Even as the 
country heads into an era of tighter 
budgets, John McCain and Barack 
Obama are united on giving more 
help to the nation’s veterans and 
overhauling the agency that cares 
for them.

McCain, one of the nation’s most 
celebrated veterans, and Obama, 
who never served in uniform but 
became an advocate for veterans 
issues soon after entering the U.S. 
Senate, generally agree that the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs does 
some things well and other things 
quite poorly.

And while veterans issues have 
come into the limelight only briefly 
during this election, the two cam-
paigns have sparred over how best 
to improve access to the VA’s health 
care system.

“We expect whoever becomes 
president to take care of America’s 

veterans,” said Joe Davis, a spokes-
man for the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, the oldest major veterans’ ad-
vocacy group in the country.

The country has an estimated 24 
million veterans, with World War 
II and Korean War veterans rapidly 
dying off and soldiers from Iraq and 
Afghanistan quickly adding to the 
rolls. Vietnam veterans, many now 
in their 60s, are the largest group and 
are steadily increasing the VA’s health 
care tab.

The VA’s budget has risen sub-
stantially in recent years, driven by 
an increasing number of veterans 
receiving disability payments for 
mental and physical injuries suffered 
while in the service, and by the cost 
of the VA’s health care operations. 
Those two functions make up the 
vast majority of VA operations, al-
though the department also funds 
veterans’ education and insurance 
benefits, as well as a nationwide net-
work of cemeteries.

When it comes to the VA’s disabil-

ity compensation system, the can-
didates and major veterans groups 
are in agreement: The VA system is 
broken.

The agency has been struggling 
with a backlog of claims that has 
hovered near 400,000 for the past 
few years. The time it takes to pro-
cess a new claim is about 180 days, 
far higher than the department 
wants.

In addition, both candidates say 
that the government needs to fully 
fund the VA’s far-flung health care 
system, and they both support a 
bill now in Congress to approve VA 
medical funding a year in advance to 
allow for smoother operations.

However, expanding veterans’ ac-
cess to health care is also a point on 
which the candidates disagree.

The VA treats 5.6 million veterans 
at more than 150 hospitals and more 
than 800 clinics scattered across all 
states. The system has undergone a 
major transformation over the past 
decade, boosting outpatient and pre-

ventive care in its growing network 
of outpatient clinics.

While the transformation has 
generally received favorable re-
views from medical experts, there 
still are pockets of the country where 
veterans have trouble getting in for 
treatment. In western states and ru-
ral areas, veterans sometimes have to 
drive for hours to reach the nearest 
clinic or hospital. In other locations, 
waiting times may be far longer than 
the VA itself considers acceptable.

McCain wants to provide a vet-
erans care “access card,” which is 
intended to allow veterans to access 
private doctors if they aren’t able to 
get into a VA facility in a timely man-
ner. He said it would be a supple-
ment to VA care, not a replacement 
for existing programs.

The Obama campaign has criti-
cized McCain’s plan, saying it would 
take resources and patients out of the 
VA system, thus hurting the econo-
mies of scale that let the VA provide 
cost-effective care.

Listing the Cook Inlet belugas 
as endangered — federal biolo-
gists estimate there are only 375 
of the animals left — means any 
federal agency that authorizes 
activities in the Inlet must first 
determine whether such actions 
will hurt the whales.

Smith foresees several current 
activities requiring approval, 
starting almost immediately, and 
that’s where the conservation plan 
might apply.

Next year, for example, the fed-
eral Environmental Protection 
Agency will consider renewing 
the city’s special waiver to dis-
charge partially treated sewage 
into the Inlet. Now the EPA will 
have to consult with the Fisheries 
Service first to see if that agency 
approves.

On the positive side, Smith 
said, tissue samples taken from 
local belugas so far show only 
low levels of contamination from 
heavy metals and certain other 
toxic contaminants, like PCBs 
and DDT.

Cook Inlet beluga whales had 
much lower levels of PCBs and 
DDT than whales sampled off St. 
Lawerence Island, and about half 
the concentrations of whales off 
Arctic Alaska, the conservation 
plan says.

But now the agency will be tak-
ing a closer look at beluga tissue 
for other contaminants, like fire 
retardants and pharmaceuticals, 
Smith said. If discovered, they 
could prompt a closer look at the 
city’s sewage out-fall.

Construction noise at the Port 
of Anchorage could also pose a 
problem. Belugas are highly de-
pendent on their sense of sound, 
which allows them to locate prey 

and predators in murky water. 
Noisy pile-driving operations at 
the port, where the city is in the 
process of filling in about 135 
acres of Knik Arm, are known to 
cause problems for the whales.

The agency has already begun 
working with the port and the 
municipality to set special con-
ditions on their permits to require 
full-time whale observers when-
ever they’re driving pilings.

“We established safety zones” 
for the whales, Smith said. “And 
whenever observers see beluga 
whales that are about to enter those 
zones, they are on their walkie-talk-
ies and they order a shut-down.”

One threat that’s now listed as 
“low” is the traditional harvest of 
Cook Inlet belugas by Native Alas-
kans. That’s because hunting is no 
longer allowed and won’t be until 
the five-year average of the beluga 
population starts growing again, 
Smith said.

The agency began curtailing 
the subsistence harvest almost 10 
years ago, assuming that action 
alone would allow the population 
to bounce back. But it didn’t. So 
now it’s examining the other 17 
threats.

Even natural disasters, like the 
occasional stranding of belugas on 
the mud flats in Turnagain Arm, 
are worrisome because their total 
numbers are now so low, the con-
servation plan says.

More than 700 belugas have 
become stranded in upper Cook 
Inlet since the Fisheries Service 
began keeping track in 1988. A 
majority usually survive. In the 
past five years, however, 53 belu-
gas have died from strandings.

Sometimes it’s the fault of kill-
er whales, the beluga’s only ma-

rine predator, which occasionally 
chase large pods of belugas into 
upper Cook Inlet at low tide. A 
pair of killer whales — a cow and 
her calf — were seen feeding on 
belugas in Turnagain Arm just 
last month, Smith said.

“When we had 700 or 800 
whales, that level of predation 
probably wasn’t a big deal. But 
now that we’re at less than 400 
animals, that level of removal 
may be enough to prevent their 
recovery.”

by george bryson
McClatchy Newspapers

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — 
Declaring Cook Inlet beluga 
whales an endangered species — 
as the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration did 
this month — was only the first 
step toward protecting them. 
Now federal biologists are try-
ing to figure out exactly what’s 
endangering them.

The newly released “Conser-
vation Plan for the Cook Inlet 
Beluga Whale” — a 128-page re-
port compiled by the National 
Marine Fisheries Service — takes 
a preliminary stab at the ques-
tion, listing 18 possible threats 
to the local whale population.

Five of those threats would 
pose a “high” risk of jeopardiz-
ing the belugas were they to 
occur, the study says. Among 
them are two natural dangers: 
disease and strandings of whales 
on mud flats.

Three are man-made dangers: 
whale poaching, food reduction 
(by damaging salmon habitat 
or over-fishing) and unnatural 
noise in the water (such as off-
shore drilling, pile-driving in 
the construction of a Knik Arm 
bridge or expansion of the Port 
of Anchorage).

The report also lists as “un-
known” the impact on belugas 
that might result from three 
man-made dangers: oil and gas 
spills, systematic water pollution 
(including the partially treated 
sewage Anchorage discharges 
into Cook Inlet) and environ-
mental change (such as ocean 
warming).

“Certainly oil and gas de-
velopment and all in-water 
activities that might introduce 
pollutants are a concern,” says 
Fisheries Service biologist Brad 
Smith, one of the conservation 
plan authors.

MCT

Erik Hill / Anchorage Daily News via MCT

Onlookers follow a pod of beluga whales passing Point Woronzof on Sept. 26 in west Anchorage, Alaska.
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by david murphy
Philadelphia Daily News

PHILADELPHIA — It ended 
as it should have, with a perfect 
closer dropping to his knees and 
lifting his arms to the heavens, 
with a bat making contact with 
nothing but air, with 46,000 
people waving and jumping and 
screaming in front of seats they 
never had a chance to use.

It ended after 25 years, plus 
48 hours, at 9:58 EDT on a frigid 
October evening.

It ended with camera bulbs 
popping and police lights flash-
ing and all of it melting into a 
beautiful Technicolor bliss as 
a sea of white jerseys spilled 
out of the dugout and onto the 
mound.

A sentence that has been 28 
years in the making can now be 
written:

The Phillies are world cham-
pions.

“It’s not easy in Philadelphia,” 
veteran lefthander Jamie Moyer 
said as the Phillies celebrated a 
4-3 victory over Tampa Bay that 
gave the city its first major sports 
championship in 25 years. “But 
when you win, it makes it that 
much sweeter.”

It came at the end of one of 
the most calamitous 48-hour pe-
riods in the history of the World 
Series, one in which Game 5 was 
suspended in the middle of the 
sixth inning Monday night dur-
ing a downpour. But it could not 
have finished more appropriately, 
with a double by nine-year vet-
eran Pat Burrell setting up the 
winning run in the seventh and 
closer Brad Lidge shutting down 
the ninth to record his 48th con-
secutive save of the season.

The final out came at just be-
fore 10, on a slider that has car-
ried Lidge to greatness, one that 
Rays hitter Eric Hinske did not 
come close to hitting.

“It’s honestly very hard to con-
trol my emotions right now,” said 
Lidge, who saved his seventh 
game of the postseason. “This is 

so incredible. I’m so happy to be 
here. I thank God, Jesus Christ, 
my family. These fans are amaz-
ing. I couldn’t be happier right 
now.”

Said backup catcher Chris 
Coste: “You couldn’t write it up 
much better.”

The previous 24 hours had 
been a study in patience, one last 
unforseen challenge for a team 
that has spent all season over-
coming them. When they took 
the field late Monday afternoon 
for what was supposed to be the 
crowning moment of their ca-
reers, destiny seemed at hand. 
They had won their first two 
games at home, taking a 3-1 lead 
and putting themselves in posi-
tion to become just the second 
team in the wild-card era to win 
the World Series while going un-
defeated at home. The only other 
squad in their company was the 
Yankees, an organization with a 
history far different than the one 
the Phillies were trying to erase. 
Their ace lefthander was on the 
mound, a 24-year-old superstar 
with a chance to set a postseason 
record for wins.

Then came the wind, and then 
the rain, and then the tarp, and 
then the sudden realization that 
if they were indeed to take the 
final step to championdom, they 
would do so in a fashion never 
before seen.

But by the time the Phil-
lies took the field Wednesday 
night and the crowd took their 
seats and Geoff Jenkins led off 
the game (sixth inning) with a 
monster pinch-hit double off the 
wall in centerfield, all the events 
of the previous two days — and, 
for that matter, the previous two  
decades — faded into the back-
ground.

The wind chill in the 30s, the 
upstart Rays, the two-day layoff 
between innings — gone.

“It was so cold, and once we 
got out here, we didn’t feel cold 
anymore,” Coste said. “It was 
like the energy of the stadium 
brought it from feeling like the 

30s to feeling like it was 75. That’s 
what it felt like when we got out 
here. It was incredible. Our 
crowd basically warmed us up.”

Even after Rays outfielder 
Rocco Baldelli negated the run 
Jenkins ultimately scored with a 
solo home run in the top of the 
seventh, the emotion refused to 
run dry.

Burrell, whose performance 
and imperfections have cement-
ed himself into Philadelphia lore, 
led off the seventh with a double 
to the deepest part of the ball-
park. After exiting the game for 
pinch-runner Eric Bruntlett, who 
later scored the winning run on 
Pedro Feliz’ single, he was met 
with a thunderous roar.

“To be able to help this team 
and to give this championship 
to this city, this is a dream come 
true,” said Burrell, who first 
broke into the big leagues as a 
23-year-old outfielder playing 
for a Phillies team that finished 

69-93. “I don’t have the words to 
express it.”

Afterward, they partied. Bill 
Giles, the Phillies’ longtime 
chairman. David Montgomery, 
the team’s longtime president. 
As beers popped and cham-
pagne flowed in the clubhouse 
afterward, Burrell stood in the 
middle of it all, gazing at nothing 
in particular with a towel cover-
ing his mouth.

The journey that started in 
1980 came to its much-antic-
ipated conclusion Wednesday 
night. It did so thanks to a cast 
of homegrown talent and cast-
offs. Bruntlett, the “other guy” 
in the trade that brought Lidge 
to Philadelphia in the offseason, 
scored the winning run. Out-
fielder Jayson Werth, signed as 
a little-known free agent in 2007 
coming off a potentially career-
ending wrist injury, hit .444 for 
the series.

And then there was Cole 

Hamels, the young lefthander, 
the one-time top prospect, who 
earned the series MVP despite 
watching his stellar, six-inning 
outing cut short due to Monday’s 
rain.

“We’re losers no more,” first 
baseman Ryan Howard said. 
“The organization, we’re win-
ners. Nobody can take that away 
from the city of Philadelphia, and 
nobody can take that away from 
us.”

High above it all, the wind still 
blowing, the city lights still shin-
ing in the background, a solitary 
red banner hovered silently, en-
joying its final few moments 
alone.

1980.
2008.
“This is for Philadelphia,” 

Charlie Manuel said as he was 
presented with the Commis-
sioner’s Trophy.

Never before has a manager 
been so right.

Phillies end championship draught with Game 5 win

Ron CoRtes / Philadelphia Inquirer / MCt

the Philadelphia Phillies’ Jimmy Rollins holds up the World series championship trophy as he and his teammates celebrate a 
win over the tampa Bay Rays in Game 5 of the World series at Citizens Bank Park on Wednesday. 

Morris’ as well as LaMont Jordan’s injury 
situations are murky. Faulk has steadied 
the ship, as he has done many times over 
the years. If he’s taken, look in to BenJarvus 
Green-Ellis, the rookie should see a good 
amount of playing time this weekend.

Kolby Smith (RB-KC): A high ankle 
sprain will leave Jamaal Charles on the 
bench for at least a week but probably more. 
Larry Johnson has been having all sorts of 
trouble and is about to have his ominous 
“Come to Jesus” meeting with the mighty 
commissioner Roger Goodell. So it appears 
Smith will have the backfield all to himself 
for a while. Stash him on your roster and 
see what he can do against the Bucs.

Week 9 Matchups: 

New York Jets at Buffalo Bills: Buffalo 
got roughed up by the Dolphins last week-
end but the Jets didn’t exactly blowout the 
lowly Chiefs who were sans Johnson. If 
Pennington can throw on these guys, then 
logic dictates Favre should be able to shred 
them deep. As a result Laveranues Coles 
and Jerricho Cotchery should have big days. 
Marshawn Lynch will have his usual good 
but not great game, while the rest of Buf-
falo’s starters scramble to catch up to the 
Jets breakneck pace.

Dallas Cowboys at New York Giants: 
Marion the Barbarian will set the pace for 
the game again this week, but keep an eye 
out for Bollinger. Reports out of Dallas are 
he could see some playing time quick if 
Johnson can’t start appeasing Jerry Jones 
by targeting his new friend Roy E. Williams 
and his old friend T.O. It will also be inter-
esting to see if Plaxico Burress can get out 
of his own way for five seconds and help 
Eli survive in what should be a defensive 
struggle Sunday.

Arizona Cardinals at St. Louis Rams: 
Kurt Warner returns to St. Louis almost 
matching the MVP form he had a few 
years before he left the Rams. Watch the 
running back situation in this game. For 
the Cardinals, Tim Hightower continues 
to siphon more carries and goal line looks 
from Edgerrin James. Meanwhile the Rams’ 
Steven Jackson looks like he could be lim-
ited in this game, so the name you’ll need 
to know is Antonio Pittman - he rushed 
for 83 yards in Jackson’s stead last week. Of 
course, with the way these teams are built, it 
could become a high scoring affair quickly 
so continue starting Larry Fitzgerald and 
Donnie Avery.

fantasy
continued from page 10
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Bliss  by Harry Bliss

Sponsored by:

SUDOKU PUZZLE
Sponsored by:

TODay’S CrOSSwOrD

MoreOn TV by Jay Schiller and Greg Cravens

Directions
Fill in the grid so 
that every 3x3 box, 
row and column 
contains the digits 1 
through 9 without 
repeating numbers.

See Tuesday’s paper 
for sudoku and 
crossword solutions. GeT TipS and more SoluTionS  

aT www.Sudoku.com

Thursday’s Solutions

Joke of the Day
Q: Why do shoemakers go to heaven?
A: Because they have good soles.

Today in History
On this day in 1517, the priest and scholar Martin 
Luther approaches the door of the Castle Church 
in Wittenberg, Germany, and nails a piece of paper 
to it containing the 95 revolutionary opinions that 
would begin the Protestant Reformation.
— The History Channel
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C L A S S I F I E D S
TCU DAILY SKIFF 35¢ PER WORD PER DAY

45¢ PER BOLD WORD PER DAY
www.tcudailyskiff.com/classifieds TO PLACE YOUR AD

 
 HELP WANTED

 

A+ SPORTS-MINDED STUDENTS 
Hiring 20-30 Students$15.00-$20.00/
HOUR Flexible Part/Full-Time Close 
to Campus, Top Gun Promotions 817-
546-3905

BARTENDER APPRENTICE 
WANTED. Showdown Saloon. 4907 
Camp Bowie Blvd. 817.233.5430

A+ STUDENT STAFFING seeks 
college students for part-time and full-
time event and offi ce positions. Call 
214-357-9500 to set up an interview. 
Jobs pay $10.00-$12.00. WWW. 
STUDENTSTAFF. COM

YUCATAN TACO STAND Now 
Hiring. Cocktail, Cashiers, Bartenders, 
Food Runners. 909 West Magnolia. 
817.924.8646

ARTIST NEEDS CANVAS MODELS. 
$45/hour 214.385.5467

CHURCH NURSERY WORKERS 
NEEDED Sunday mornings, a few night 
times too. Contact Beth @ St. Stephen 
Presbyterian Church, 817.927.8411

 FOR RENT
 

PERFECT FOR ROOMMATES 3500 
Creston Ave. - 3/2/2, Hardwoods, Built-ins, 
Fenced yard w/deck, All appliances incl.. 
$1200.00 mo. - 6 mo. lease. $ 1000.00 mo.- 
12 mo. lease. 817.737.3103

1, 2 & 4 BEDROOMS located on 
Forest Park Blvd and Park Hill Dr. 
Call today W/ D and fridge included in 
all of our homes. Agent 817.881.0008

 FOR SALE
 

CONDOS FOR SALE
Skyrock Condos--The Coolest 
Address at TCU! 2-4 bedroom 
fl oorplans. Brand new, roof-top deck, 
and luxury interiors. Prices start at 
$350K. Call 214-507-5380. Only 22 
available. One of a kind... nothing like 
it before... be one of the select few! 
Go frogs.

Christ 
Fellowship

Disciples of Christ

Baptist
Southcliff College Ministry:  

Sundays - Church-wide Worship 
@9:20, Free Breakfast @10:30, 
Radius @11:00a.m. in the Loft 

for College Worship and Biblical 
message. See www.radiuswor-
ship.org or Spencer Plumlee, 

College Minister - 817-673-8999

Presbyterian

Bible Church

Catholic

Methodist

United Church of 
Christ

Church of Christ

If you would like to advertise your 
church and its services please call the 
advertising offi ce at 817.257.7426. 

TCBCcollege (Trinity Chapel) 
Sundays @ 11am - 6610 

Southwest Blvd, 76109. Relevant, 
biblical teaching/discussion, 

worship, events, etc. This Fall: 
"TRUTH: Basic Christian Beliefs" 

www.tcbccollege.com Need a 
ride? benc@trinitychapelbc.org, or 

817.377.8222
College Impact: Christ Chapel 

Bible Church Sundays @ 11am in 
the Bubble www.collegeimpact.
org Exalt "A Midweek Refuel" 

Wednesdays from 7-8pm in West 
Sanctuary. Ryan McCarthy College 

Minister 817.703.6939 ryanm@
christchapelbc.org

Holy Family Catholic Church 
Pastor: Rev. Joseph Pemberton 

Mass Times: Saturday: 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 7:45 a.m.; 9:15 a.m.; 12:00 

Noon 6150 Pershing Ave Fort 
Worth, TX 76107 817.737.6768 
www.holyfamilyfw.org Young 

Adult Ministry: Contact Amy at 
HFSAYAM@gmail.com

First Christian Church (Disciples) 
welcomes TCU students. We’re 
your downtown church, TCU’s 

“Mother Church.” Sunday School 
9:45, worship 10:50; Wednesday 

meditation 6:15. 6th and 
Throckmorton, 817.336.7185 www.

fccftw.org. Bring a friend.

Arborlawnumc.org 5001 Briarhaven 
Worship: 8:45, 11:00, 11:11

Make your life count! Join God's 
mission at Southside Church of 
Christ 2101 Hemphill St. Fort 
Worth, Sunday worship at 9:30 
a.m. college class at 11:00a.m. 
Evening worship at 6:00p.m. 

Wednesday Bible Study at 
8:30p.m.

St. Stephen Presbyterian Church 
2700 McPherson Ave., Ft. Worth, 
Texas 76109 817.927.8411 offi ce 

www.ststephen-pcusa.com  Service 
Opportunities Abound....Go to 

our website for more information 
Worship 8:30 a.m., 11 a.m. 

Sundays

First Congregational Church, UCC 
4201 Trail Lake Drive, Fort Worth 
Sunday Services 9:00 a.m. Jesus 
Justice and Joy! Contemporary 

Serivce 10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
All Ages 11:00 a.m. Traditional 

Service www.fwfccucc.org Open 
and Affi rming, Welcoming All!

Episcopal
Trinity Episcopal Church welcomes 

TCU students. Sunday services 
are 8:00 Holy Eucharist 9:15 

Holy Eucharist with Choir 11:30 
Eucharist with contemporary 

music. 3401 Bellaire Dr. South at 
Stadium Dr. 817.926.4631

We love Jesus! Join us Sunday 
10am at the Fort Worth Academy 
of Fine Arts at 3901 South Hulen. 
Life Groups meet weekly for info 

call 817.922.8333

Religion Directory

South Hills Chrisitan Church (DOC)  
Rec Dottie Cook Minister Worship 

8:30 and 10:50         
Young Adult Sunday 

School with breakfast 9:45                           
3200 Bilgade Road 817-926-5281 

Call for directions
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sports

by erick moen
Staff Writer

Daunte Culpepper is a weird 
guy.

In the past he has fired his agent, 
become his own agent, declared 
himself 80 percent healthy, declared 
himself 100 percent healthy, tried 
to package himself with randy 
Moss and most recently, decided 
he is ready to return to football.

His fickle personality aside, how-
ever, he is a serviceable quarterback, 
which leads me to ask a question: 
Why hasn’t he been signed to a ros-
ter during a season that has seen 
more high profile QB injuries than 
any in recent memory? 

He would have been a good fit 
in New England throwing the ball 
deep to randy Moss. He surely 
could have helped the Chiefs find 

a solution, maybe even a perma-
nent one. Not to mention Detroit, 
Cincinnati and even seattle.

Instead the patriots shut the 
door immediately, and the Chiefs 
closed their investigation into him 
this week. I’d love to hear from their 
scouts as to why they think Matt 
Cassel or tyler thigpen is any bet-
ter.

But before we get into this week’s 
stuff, here are my thoughts for the 
week:

1. I didn’t know it was possible 
for an arm to erode that quickly 
over such a short amount of time. 
Brad Johnson is the antithesis of 
Brett Favre. I never thought I’d 
say this, but bring on Brooks Bol-
linger.

2. see I told you. L.t. is fine. Not 
so sure about the rest of the Char-
gers, though, or the Colts for that 

matter.
And now the main event: this 

week’s top three waiver wire adds 
and the matchups to keep an eye 
on.

Waiver Wire Adds:

ted Ginn Jr. (Wr-Mia): He 
looked primed for a break-out sea-
son as the Dolphins No.1 – and for 
all intensive purposes, only – wide 
out. It took until week 8, but Ginn 
finally formed a rapport with Chad 
pennington and put up some major 
fantasy points. His seven catches 
for 175 yard performance last week 
could just be the beginning.

Kevin Faulk (rB-NE): the patri-
ots’ backfield has followed its quar-
terback’s lead injury wise. Laurence 
Maroney is on Ir and both sammy 

by billy Wessels
Sports Editor

After the Horned Frogs’ domi-
nating 54-7 victory over the Wyo-
ming Cowboys, the team is now 
prepared to face the University of 
Nevada, Las Vegas.

“I said before the season that I 
believed UNLV was the most im-
proved team in the league,” head 
coach Gary patterson said. “this 
is year four for (rebel head coach) 
Mike sanford, and you can start 
seeing a lot more character.”

patterson said the rebels’ offense 
has the most athletic personnel the 
Frogs’ have seen since they played 
the University of oklahoma.

“they’ve got three or four really 
good wide receivers. ryan Wolfe is 
unbelievable,” patterson said. “they 
get the ball to him in a lot of ways. 
Casey Flair is a senior and Frank 
summers is a big running back. 
Michael Johnson was a quarterback 

in high school who is playing wide 
receiver, and they have him return-
ing punts and kicks. He’s a very fast, 
explosive player.”

But the Frogs’ offense has vastly 
improved since the return of quar-
terback Andy Dalton to the start-
ing lineup, and patterson said the 
team is moving the ball down the 
field more effectively of late due to 
a reduction in penalties.

“We’ve been able to drive the 
ball. the only thing that held us 
back early in the year was penal-
ties,” patterson said. “those are 
things that are hard to overcome, 
and they were more mental instead 
of physical penalties.”

overall, patterson said he was 
excited about the offense that has 
vastly improved from where they 
were a year ago.

“I said before the season that I 
thought this offensive line could 
be as good as the 2005 group, and I 
think they are, if not better,” patter-

son said. “I also think our wide re-
ceivers are coming into their own, 
like we had during the Quentily 
Harmon, Michael Depriest and 
Cory rodgers era. We just didn’t 
have anybody we could go to a year 
ago to help a young quarterback.”

the coach said with the season 
winding down there are several 
goals his team can still accom-
plish.

“I don’t know if it’s the favorite 
part of the season, but you’re al-
ways more fired up when you’re 
playing for something,” patterson 
said. “that’s the best part about the 
end of the season. It’s a lot easier to 
motivate your kids when they have 
something to play for.”

a StrokE bEhind
sWimming and diving

Teams riddled with QB injuries
should have gone for Culpepper

TCU vs. UNLV
When: Saturday, 7 p.m.
TV: CBS College Sports 
Network

Coach says Saturday’s game 
will be test for Frogs’ defense

Women lose, men drop close one

Paige Mcardle / Staff Photographer

Senior linebacker Jason Phillips tackles a Wyoming player Saturday at amon Carter Stadium. TCU defeated Wyoming 54-7.
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fantasy football
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Sophomore garrett Weaver races in the 200 fly against BYU on Thursday in the University recreation Center indoor pool. 
Weaver placed second in the event.

read about the horned Frogs’ 
game against the UnLV rebels.
Tuesday in Sports

by billy Wessels
Sports Editor

For the men’s swimming and 
diving team, it came down to the 
last race to decide a victor.

trailing by one point, the 400-
yard freestyle relay would be 
the decisive race for the Horned 
Frogs.

Unfortunately for tCU, the 
Brigham Young Cougars posted a 
time of 3:07.47, less than three sec-
onds ahead of the Horned Frogs, 
to win the men’s meet 153-147.

“the men had them on the 
ropes,” head swimming and 
diving coach richard sybesma 
said. “It was great because they 
(BYU) were the second-best 
team in the conference last year 
and we feel like we are a much 
better team.”

the men’s team wouldn’t have 
been in that position if it weren’t 
for two stellar performances.

sophomore Edgar peyro won 
the meet’s last individual race to 

pull the team within one point go-
ing into the relay.

“Everybody was telling me that 
I had to do something to help 
the team at the end,” peyro said. 
“When you have such great team-
mates to support that support you 
every step of the way you just got 
to go all out.”

senior diver r.J. Hesselberg re-
corded a new school record 380.1 
points on the three-meter dive, 
shattering his previous school 
record of 375.8.

“I just went in, I just had fun 
with the event and everything just 
came together,” Hesselberg said.

on the women’s side of the 
event, two wins by senior Kate 
rosen were not enough to pull 
out the win, losing 182-118.

“I was happy with that. I was 
a little surprised,” rosen said of 
her performance. “I was proud of 
our team, how we got behind each 
other and really encouraged each 
other throughout the meet.”

sybesma said the women’s team 

has vastly improved from last sea-
son.

“I can’t tell you how proud I 
am of them,” sybesma said of his 
women’s team. “We had several 
lifetime best times. Even though 
BYU is ahead of us, they were con-
ference champions last year. our 
team has raised the bar quite a bit 
from where they were last year.”

Despite the loss, the coach said 
his team took confidence away 
from this meet.

“When you put a team on the 
ropes like that, you begin to feel 
like you are a better team,” sy-
besma said. “I think (the team 
members) see themselves as a bet-
ter team and that helps us down 
the road.”

Women’s Meet
What: TCU vs. Colorado 
State
When: Nov. 7, 6 p.m.
Where: University recre-
ation Center


