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Phone application fan 
competition gives schools 
chance to win $10,000.

Tuesday’s issue stated that the Center For International Studies: TCU Abroad is sponsoring 
the Pennies for Peace fundraiser. Members of the Neeley Fellows Program, Campaign for 
TCU and communication studies classes are also sponsoring the fundraiser. 

C O R R E C T I O N
Classes’ fundraiser to       
benefit Pennies for Peace.
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By Christa Acuna
Staff Reporter

The TCU Jazz Ensemble has performed with 
several international artists in the past, but the 
tables have turned since the group was invited to 
be an international guest at the Havana Interna-
tional Jazz Festival Dec. 15-20, Director of Jazz 
Studies Curt Wilson said.

Wilson said Harmony International, a travel 
group, invited the jazz band to the festival after 
the band’s performance as the featured college 
band last February at the Texas Music Educators 
Conference in San Antonio.

He said the ensemble was the only American 
band invited to perform at the festival, but other 

bands from South America and Europe would 
be there. The university’s ensemble will be one 
of the first American bands allowed to perform 
in Cuba in the last 50 years, he said.

Freshman jazz ensemble member Tanner 
Webb said he was shocked when he found out 
about the invitation because he didn’t think 
the trip was possible due to U.S. relations with 
Cuba. He said he was very excited also for the 
experience and opportunity to learn about jazz 
in Cuba.

Wilson said that although the jazz ensemble 
was invited in February, the trip didn’t become a 
reality until August because of the approval re-
quired for the band to attend.

He said Harmony International took care of 

contacting the U.S. State Department to get ap-
proval and visas for the attendees.

Webb, a music education major, said one of 
the reasons Americans were allowed to travel to 
Cuba for was for educational purposes.

Wilson said the trip would be a great oppor-
tunity for cultural exchange. He said he did not 
know of any potential restrictions the group 
could face from the Cuban government, and 
that his only requirement was that the ensemble 
members represent the university honorably.

In addition to performing approximately 30 
different songs at the festival, Wilson said the 
band will also perform and give master classes 
at the National School of Music in Havana.

Webb said the ensemble started practicing 

music for the festival at the beginning of the 
school year because it wanted to make a good 
impression. He said the group focused on the 
Havana performance during regular practices.

Wilson said the band hoped to use the trip 
as an opportunity to learn about Cuban music 
because of the music’s influence on jazz in the 
1940s and 1950s, when the Cuban jazz style was 
called Afro-Cuban.

Webb said he hoped his eyes would be opened 
to different jazz styles around the world.

“There are already different kinds of jazz in 
America,” he said. “But I feel like in different 
parts of the world, there would be completely 
different areas that aren’t touched on all the time 
by American groups.”

Jazz ensemble to be international guest at Cuban music festival
COURTESY OF PAUL CORTESE 

INTERNATIONAL SOUND 
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By Kerri Feczko
Staff Reporter

A place in the Associated Press 
Top 25 Poll brings more than just 
football recognition. 

As a location-based mobile and 
web service, Gowalla has partnered 
with the Associated Press to launch 
the AP Top 25 Gowalla Check-in 
Challenge. 

Gowalla has offered the oppor-
tunity to those select universities to 
check-in at designated “spots” on 
campus using the Gowalla applica-
tion via phone or on the web, said 
Gowalla Marketing and Communi-
cations Manager Pia Arthur.

With every spot check-in, points 
will be granted to that university. The 
school with the most points by the 
end of the regular season will receive 
a $10,000 donation for its scholar-
ship fund.

In addition to the scholarship, 
each university student, faculty or 
staff member will be eligible for the 
chance to receive prizes such as an 
iPad, iPod nano or MacBook Air, 
Arthur said.

One of the main goals of Gowalla 
has always been to encourage people 
to go out and discover new places 
and things, Arthur said. It allows 
people to keep up with friends and 
share the places they go.

Arthur said partnering with the 
AP was a great way to get students 
involved in the website.

“We’ve seen a major uptake of 

people checking in on universities 
and more interest from university 
students,” Arthur said. “It’s a great 
way to continue to build camarade-
rie in schools.” 

According to the website, the 
university was ranked No. 14, just 
one rank behind Mountain West 
Conference rival University of 
Utah. The University of Texas at 
Austin held the No. 1 spot with 
more than 650 points.

Schieffer School of Journalism 
instructor Steve Levering, a Top 
10 TCU visitor on Gowalla, wrote 
in an e-mail that he decided to try 
Gowalla after using foursquare, a 
similar application that will also 
track locations, and because he 
knew friends who also used Gow-
alla. Levering said the benefits were 
worth the effort.

“TCU could get a scholarship out 
of it, and I could potentially win a 
MacBook,” Levering wrote.

Once Gowalla is downloaded, 
users on campus will notice an 
extra tab added to the applica-
tion page that will read, “Associ-
ated Press Top 25 Check-in Chal-
lenge,” Arthur said. Once the tab is 
clicked, all the designated “spots” 
on campus would be revealed in 
order to gain more points. Users 
will be able to check-in at one or all 

five spots in one day, she said.
Every time Gowalla users check-

in somewhere, a custom-designed 
stamp is added to their Gowalla 
Passport, a digital collection of 
stamps representative of all the 
places visited. This will allow them 
to upload pictures from the differ-
ent places, highlight meaningful 
events and comment on the places 

that friends have visited, according 
to the website. 

“What we’re hoping to do is encour-
age students in a fun way to compete 
to see if their school can win a $10,000 
scholarship,” Arthur said.

According to the website, Gow-
alla is a free application that can be 
downloaded on an iPhone, Android, 
BlackBerry or Palm webOS phone.

University ranked 14th in scholarship contest
CAMPUS

“What we’re hoping to do 
is encourage students 
in a fun way to compete 
to see if their school can 
win a $10,000 scholar-
ship.”

Pia Arthur
Gowalla Marketing and                     
Communications Manager

By Eric Tucker
Associated Press

PROVIDENCE, R.I. (AP) — This 
state’s official name — The State 
of Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantations — is more than just a 
mouthful. To many, it evokes sting-
ing reminders of Rhode Island’s 
prime role in the trans-Atlantic 
slave trade.

Voters next Tuesday will decide 
whether to change the name by 
dropping the words “and Provi-
dence Plantations.” The issue has 
been debated for years, but law-
makers last year authorized a ballot 
question for the first time following 
an impassioned debate over race re-
lations, ancestry and history.

“You go anywhere and you men-
tion plantations and what auto-
matically comes to a person’s mind 
is slavery,” said Nick Figueroa, 41, 
a member of a legislative minor-
ity advisory coalition that backs 
changing the name.

Supporters of the referendum see 
the ballot question as a chance to 

erase the state’s links to slavery and 
remove a word they associate with 
human bondage and suffering. But 
opponents, including Gov. Don Car-
cieri, note that the state name actu-
ally has nothing to do with slavery 
and that, in any case, changing it will 
do nothing to alter history.

Michael Vorenberg, a Brown 
University history professor, said 
he understands the contemporary 
connotation of the word “planta-
tions” but favors keeping the name 
because it provokes questions.

“People might naturally say, 
‘What does that word mean and 
why is it in the state name?’ And 
that may lead to a discussion of 
the role of slavery in the history of 
Rhode Island, in the history of New 
England,” Vorenberg said.

The referendum’s prospects are 
unclear. The issue has been over-
shadowed by a competitive gu-
bernatorial race and congressio-
nal elections, and advocates of the 
name change haven’t run advertise-
ments. The four leading gubernato-
rial candidates all oppose it.

COURTESY OF GOWALLA.COM

Rhode Island’s name change up to voters
POLITICS

SUSAN E. BOUCHARD / ASSOCIATED PRESS 
FILE - In this Jan. 21, 2000 file photo, the seal of the 
State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations 
is seen on the floor of the Statehouse rotunda in 
Providence, R.I. 
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By Jennifer Iller 
Staff Reporter

The Candlelight Walk for Peace, a university fundraiser for 
Pennies for Peace, will take place at 7 p.m. Wednesday. 

Pennies for Peace is a national fundraising project to build 
schools in Pakistan and Afghanistan.

Jeff Giraud, adjunct professor of communication studies, 
said he assigned Pennies for Peace to his group discussion 
and intercultural communication classes as a service learning 
project.

Students from Giraud’s classes will raise awareness for the 
program as well as promote it throughout the campus com-
munity. The walk will start in the Moudy courtyard, continue 
through campus and end back in front of Moudy.

Giraud said students will carry plastic pumpkins to collect 
money as they walk. The walk is open to all members of the 
university community.

By Katey Muldrow
Staff Reporter

Conflicts that divide the Palestinian 
region and its people were showcased 
in a film screening and a question-
and-answer session with filmmaker 
Matt Sienkiewicz Monday evening.

The documentary film “Live from 
Bethlehem” tells the stories of three 
journalists and the struggles they 
faced trying to produce news in a 
region torn by war and occupation, 
Sienkiewicz said. 

The film followed the Ma’an News 
Agency over a one-year span and nar-
rated the daily challenges that news 
makers in the region faced. According 
to its website, the Ma’an News Agency 
is the main independent news source 
in the Palestinian territories.

“I think we have a stereotype of 
Middle Eastern media which suggests 
that they have problems with objectiv-
ity or other things, and this isn’t true,” 
he said. “This is not my experience at 
all. But there are challenges that need 
to be addressed, and that’s kind of 
what the film tries to draw out.”

The film showed the limitations the 
news agency faced, such as poor-qual-
ity equipment and lack of funding. 
Sienkiewicz said, however, that more 
dangerous obstacles included political 
pressures and threats of violence. 

“There are always complications po-
litically, but this a very palpable and 
potentially violent kind of interference 
that does come,” Sienkiewicz said. “So 

in addition to dealing with all the tech-
nical aspects, there is also this really 
complex political situation.”

Amber Watts, assistant professor in 
the Department of Film, Television 
and Digital Media, said she hoped the 
film would give students a more bal-
anced view of the Palestinian region 
and how news is made.

“The Middle East is a very politi-
cally contentious area, and in the U.S., 
we don’t necessarily know that much 
about it,” Watts said. “So when we 
think of people in Palestine, we think 
of them as either victims or terrorists 
basically. And what’s great about this 
film is it shows that they’re people, 
and it humanizes the struggle that 
we don’t really think of in that kind 
of way.”

More obstacles surfaced in the situ-
ations the journalists faced person-
ally. During the film, viewers saw the 
individual struggles of photographer 
Fadi Tadas and news correspondent 
Amira Hanania.

Viewers heard Tadas tell how he 
never left for work without saying 
goodbye to his family. He explained 
that every time he went to cover the 
news, he never knew if he would come 
back alive.

Hanania showed similar strain as 
she sat on stone steps with her head 
held in her hands. She said in the film 
that she received a phone call from 
her boss telling her he could not pay 
her because the agency had not re-
ceived enough funding.

Allison Schorr, a senior strategic 
communications major, said the film 
led her to realize how regional restric-
tions and conflict made news cover-
age in the Middle East difficult. 

“It was very interesting to see be-
cause it was very personal and rela-
tively in depth, and it still covered a 
variety of topics,” Schorr said.

After the film ended, viewers asked 
Sienkiewicz questions about the Pal-
estinian region, the making of the 
film and where the film’s characters 
are now.

Sienkiewicz said he tried to always 
give viewers a background of the 
Palestinian region’s geography and 
the political conflicts because many 
American students did not know that 
much about it.

“It’s both a challenging and reward-
ing process,” he said. “It’s a controver-
sial topic, and it’s something that peo-
ple bring very, very strong opinions 
to. And so I feel my job is to educate, 
and that’s what I’m trying to do.”

By Brooke Crum
Staff Writer

In the midst of steadily increasing col-
lege expenses, more students can get a bet-
ter break from the government this year.

Students are eligible to receive a tax 
credit of up to $2,500 thanks to the Ameri-
can Opportunity Tax Credit.

According to the IRS website, the tax 
break was designed to expand the reach of 
the existing Hope Credit, which applied to 
2008 and earlier tax years and could not 
be refunded.  

The Opportunity credit was meant to 
broaden the range of taxpayers eligible in 
tax years 2009 and 2010, like those who 
owe no taxes and those with higher in-
comes, according to the website.

“It’s a step in the right direction,” junior 
accounting and finance major David Rus-
sell said. “For students like myself, I think 
it should be sent to my school to cover 
expenses. That way, the money is going 
toward my education.”

The Opportunity tax credit expires at 
the end of this year, but according to an 
article on The Washington Post website, 
President Barack Obama has been push-
ing to make it permanent, advocating the 
policy’s assistance for middle-class fami-

lies struggling with the swelling cost of 
college tuition.

According to the article, the cost for 
such a higher-education tax break would 
be about $58 billion over a period of 10 
years added to the national budget.    

“Some of the other things we’ve spent 
on in America, I feel like this is one of 
the things that needs to be pushed,” Rus-
sell said. “We’ve wasted money on a lot of 
other things. We should not be so con-
cerned with the financial burden that it 
will bring, but how it will better America 
and our society.”

Director of Scholarships and Financial 
Aid Mike Scott said the credit will aid the 
families of students in covering tuition 
costs and would not affect aid eligibility.

“It can help the family overall,” Scott 
said. “It’s a benefit to the family as a whole 
or to the parents because they’re being 
able to pay a little less in taxes, but it really 
doesn’t affect their financial aid eligibility.”

According to a report released by the 
Department of the Treasury, more stu-
dents and families received a higher-edu-
cation tax credit in 2009 than in 2008.

The report compares the American 
Opportunity Tax Credit with its predeces-
sor, the Hope Credit. With the potential 
$2,500 the Opportunity tax credit offers, 

students and families may receive over 
75 percent more than the Hope Credit’s 
$1,800 maximum benefit. 

It incorporates a higher income level as 
well: $160,000 for joint filers, instead of 
just $100,000. Additionally, up to 40 per-
cent of the Opportunity credit is refund-
able, so lower-income students without 
federal income tax liability can receive up 
to $1,000 in the form of a tax refund, ac-
cording to the report.

The report stated that 12.5 million 
students and families received a higher-
education tax benefit in 2009. That is an 
increase of more than 400,000 from the 
previous year as a result of the Opportu-
nity tax credit.

“This is one of the ways in which mid-
dle income families do get some help,” 
Scott said. “Whereas through the tradi-
tional financial aid application process or 
the financial aid eligibility determination, 
a lot of the middle income families maybe 
aren’t as eligible for grants and direct aid 
programs from the federal government.” 

Scott said middle-class families would 
benefit most from this program rather 
than lower- or higher-income families.

“From that standpoint of being able to 
help middle-income families, I think it’s 
great,” he said.

Walk to benefit schools 
in Pakistan, Afghanistan

Film shows sides of Palestinian conflict

College students may receive tax credit 

CANDLELIGHT WALKCAMPUS

FINANCIAL AID

Candlelight Walk for Peace
When: 7 p.m. tonight
Where: Walk begins in Moudy courtyard

Open to all members of the university community

“The Middle East is a very 
politically contentious area, 
and in the U.S. we don’t 
necessarily know that much 
about it.”

Amber Watts
Assistant Film, Television and Digital 
Media professor
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Nate Beeler is an editorial cartoonist for The Washington Examiner. 

Development of civil rights absent for too long

On Sept. 9, U.S. District Judge Virginia Phillips ruled ”don’t 
ask, don’t tell,” unconstitutional as a violation of free speech 
and equal protection rights. The policy is a prohibition on 
openly gay service members in the military. Last Wednesday, 
an appeals court temporarily overturned the measure by 
request of the Justice Department. This has led to tremendous 
confusion over whether veterans ousted from the military by 
the measure can re-enlist, and has caused controversy over 
whether the law should even remain in place.

The “don’t ask don’t tell” policy was passed in 1993 as a 
compromise between allowing gays to serve openly and 
prohibiting it completely. Proponents claim that it does not 
discriminate against gays and simply tells service members 
of any sexual orientation to refrain from discussing their 
orientation. However, the bill is clearly targeted exclusively at 
homosexuals. In addition, as Phillips noted, the act violates 
gay service members’ rights to free speech and equal protec-
tion under the law. 

The Obama administration said it is opposed to the bill. 
Unfortunately, members still support it through their ac-
tions.

Obama said he wanted the bill repealed by Congress, not 
via the judicial process. He claimed he would work with 
Congress to repeal the law after the elections.

Let’s stop there for a minute. After the elections? When you 
hear those three words, you know it’s just smoke and mirrors 
for “we’ll never get it done.” It’s a claim made over and over 
again in politics. Even worse than that, Obama wants to delay 
the repeal until Congress can repeal it, rather than simply let 
the district court’s ruling stand.

It’s ironic that Obama can’t see why this is such a bad idea. 
During the 1950s, the NAACP realized that Congress would 
not approve a civil rights bill, so they used the U.S. Supreme 
Court to get the civil rights ball rolling with desegregation of 
public schools in Brown v. Board of Education.

Similarly, in repealing “don’t ask, don’t tell,” the courts are 
more keen to the constitutional violations in the policy than 
Congress is. The courts are also more likely to oppose it, as 
the U.S. District Court’s ruling indicates. The fact that Obama 
would want to reverse a decision overruling “don’t ask, don’t 
tell” shows that he says one thing but thinks the other.

It’s time that Obama stops the hypocrisy and allows the 
District Court’s ruling to stand. This will continue the devel-
opment of civil rights that has been absent in this country for 
far too long.

Jack Enright is a sophomore political science and economics double major 
from Tomball.

Jack Enright

 Proponents claim that it does not discriminate 
against gays and simply tells service members 
of any sexual orientation to refrain from discuss-
ing their orientation. However, the bill is clearly 
targeted exclusively at homosexuals.

While most students are home 
for the holidays this Decem-
ber, the TCU Jazz Ensemble 
will represent the university 

as one of the first American bands allowed 
to perform in Cuba in almost half a century. 
The band was invited by Harmony Inter-
national after making a stellar performance 
at the company’s Texas Music Educators 
Conference earlier this year. 

An opportunity like this is unique and 
commendable for many reasons. It is a 
huge honor to be selected for a trip to a 
country most adults have not had the op-
portunity to visit since the U.S. banned 
travel to Cuba in 1963. 

In this case, the U.S. State Department ap-
proved special visas for the band, an excep-
tion the department makes for reasons such 
as educational trips.

The novelty of visiting Cuba is especially 
exciting for Horned Frogs, who live by a 
mission statement of striving to become 
ethical leaders in the global community. 

Being allowed to travel to this part of the 
world gives those students an opportunity 
to represent both the TCU and all Ameri-
can college students to a group of people 
who are relatively unfamiliar with American 
youth. This kind of educational experience 
benefits both parties through the cultural 
exchange of music and lifestyles. 

Congratulations for earning such an ex-
ceptional opportunity. We are sure the band 
will represent the Horned Frog family with 
style and grace.

News editor Andrea Drusch for the editorial board.
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Advocate for democracy still jailed

By Lou Kesten
Associated Press

I’ve spent so much time playing “Rock 
Band” and “Guitar Hero” over the last five 
years that, by now, I ought to be able to give 
Eric Clapton a run for his money.

That’s what I thought, at least, before 
tackling “Rock Band 3” (MTV Games, for the 
Xbox 360, PlayStation 3, Wii, $59.99). Yes, I 
can still pretend I’m a rock star by strapping on 
the familiar plastic guitar and jamming along 
with Jimi Hendrix’s greatest hits. But “RB3” 
also features a much more demanding Pro 
mode, and mastering “Crosstown Traffic” is 
suddenly a lot tougher.

Those who aspire to true guitar godhood 
will need to invest an extra $150 for Mad Catz 
Inc.’s Pro Guitar peripheral, a solid piece of 
equipment with electronic frets and actual 
strings. For gamers who really want to learn 
how to play, “Rock Band 3” includes an ex-
haustive tutorial; after a weekend I was able to 
pull off a passable version of Joan Jett’s “I Love 
Rock and Roll.”

Mad Catz has also developed an $80 key-
board for “Rock Band 3. Casual ivory-ticklers 
can play along using just five keys; Elton John 
wannabes can learn to use all 25. The set list 
includes piano-heavy acts like The Doors and 
Yes, and you can liven up all your old down-
loaded tracks by playing the guitar or bass 
parts on the keyboard.

“Rock Band 3” is the kind of classy produc-
tion we’ve come to expect from developer 
Harmonix. Four stars out of four.

In contrast, “Guitar Hero: Warriors of Rock” 
(Activision, for the Xbox 360, PlayStation 3, 
Wii, $59.99) shows the rhythm-game genre at 
its worst. After too many sequels and spinoffs, 
Activision has drained all the spark from the 
“GH” franchise, and the metal-heavy set list 

of “Warriors” is one of the least imaginative in 
the series’ history.

The major addition is the Quest mode, a 
tired fantasy in which you and your band-
mates conquer evil with the power of rock. It’s 
nowhere near as rewarding as the career mode 
in “Rock Band,” and the narration by insuffer-
able Kiss frontman Gene Simmons makes it 
almost unbearable. One star.

Activision hasn’t yet exhausted its second 
rhythm-game series, so “DJ Hero 2” (for the 
Xbox 360, PlayStation 3, Wii, $59.99) still 
feels innovative. The big question remains: 
Do video-game players really want to emulate 
turntable wizards like David Guetta and RZA, 
just as their parents played air guitar to Pete 
Townshend and Jimmy Page?

The essential gear is a faux turntable, which 
you can spin to create scratching effects, with a 
cross-fader that allows you to switch between 
two songs. (If you don’t own the turntable, it’ll 
cost you another $30.) You score points by 
timing your actions to match on-screen cues, 
but “DJ Hero 2” does introduce some freestyle 
scratching and mixing sequences.

A second turntable brings a competitive 
element to the party, and you can also plug 
in a microphone and sing along. “DJ Hero 
2” won’t turn your living room into a sweaty 
Ibiza nightclub, but it will get you on your feet. 
Three stars.

Newer models demand greater skill, investment
By Jocelyn Gecker
Associated Press

BANGKOK (AP) — On the morning of 
Myanmar’s first election in 20 years, the 
woman who has come to symbolize the 
struggle for democracy in her country will 
rise at 4 a.m. to meditate.

Then she will switch on her four short-
wave radios to follow the event from inside 
the crumbling lakefront villa that is her 
home — and prison.

The popular and charismatic Aung San 
Suu Kyi is right where the ruling military 
junta wants her: locked away under house 
arrest. She is barred from running in the 
Nov. 7 election. Her political party has 
been dissolved, removing the only viable 
opposition in the country formerly known 
as Burma.

The results of the vote appear to be a 
foregone conclusion. The military, which 
has run Myanmar since 1962, is expected 
to continue to do so through a proxy party. 
Its so-called “roadmap to democracy” is 
widely seen at home and abroad as a sham 
to extend military rule with a civilian fa-
cade.

Suu Kyi (pronounced Sue-Chee) carried 
her party to a landslide win in Myanmar’s 
last election in 1990. The ruling generals 
ignored the results and have kept the Nobel 
Peace Prize winner locked up on-and-off 
ever since.

This time, the junta is not taking any 
chances. The 65-year-old Suu Kyi has been 
politically neutralized, reduced to a mere 
observer.

But her story may have a sequel. Her de-
tention expires on Nov. 13, a few days after 
the election, and many analysts believe Suu 
Kyi will be granted limited freedom as an 
olive branch to the international commu-
nity.

“The military has effectively marginal-
ized Aung San Suu Kyi, because she cannot 
go out and campaign against the military’s 
election,” said Muang Zarni, an exiled dis-
sident and Myanmar research fellow at the 
London School of Economics. “So in that 
sense, the military has won. But political 
struggles are not 100-meter sprints.”

“As long as Aung San Suu Kyi walks the 
streets of Burmese cities, she can mobilize 
public opinion against the regime,” Zarni 
said. “They are afraid of her popular ap-
peal. And when you (combine) Aung San 
Suu Kyi and massive discontent, you’ve got 
a very explosive situation.”

It is largely because of Suu Kyi that 
Myanmar is not forgotten.

Often compared to Nelson Mandela and 
Gandhi, the petite and poised Suu Kyi has 
inspired songs by the rock groups U2 and 
REM. On her birthdays, Hollywood stars 
such as George Clooney have joined world 

leaders and global protests in calls for her 
freedom.

“She is our beacon of hope. She stands 
for freedom and democracy in Myanmar,” 
said Moe Moe, a 44-year-old beauty salon 
owner, one of a dozen people interviewed 
about the elections in Yangon, the nation’s 
teeming main city.

The military has a history of quashing 
dissent, instilling fear in the population. 
Soldiers put down uprisings in 1988 and 
2007 with gunfire. The country’s prisons 
hold 2,100 political prisoners, who other-
wise might be candidates in the election.

Suu Kyi’s lawyer, Nyan Win, said she 
will be closely watching the election from 
inside her police-ringed home. Her days 
follow a strict routine of meditating until 
5:30 a.m., then turning on the four radios 
in her bedroom to listen to the BBC, Voice 
of America, Radio Free Asia and a dissident 
overseas station, the Democratic Voice of 
Burma.

No phones or Internet connections are 
allowed in her home, though Suu Kyi said 
through her lawyer recently that she looks 
forward to joining Twitter one day to chat 
with the younger generation.

She likes to paint nature scenes and is an 
avid reader; her lawyer recently dropped 
off a load of books that included English 
classics and biographies, French travel-
ogues and history and Burmese-language 
Buddhist texts.

Suu Kyi has been described as an acci-
dental leader. She grew up partly in India, 
where her mother was ambassador. She 
later attended Oxford, worked for the Unit-
ed Nations in New York and then married 
British academic Michael Aris and raised 
their two sons in England.

She stumbled into politics at age 43, 
when she returned to Myanmar in 1988 to 
nurse her dying mother just as an uprising 
erupted.

But politics was also her pedigree. Her 
father was Myanmar’s independence hero, 
Gen. Aung San, who was gunned down by 
political rivals in 1947 when she was 2. She 
inherited her father’s charisma, a fierce na-
tionalism and stubborn streak.

Suu Kyi has been criticized, at times, for 
taking a moral high ground that allows 
little room for compromise. Some analysts 
and supporters believe she erred in encour-
aging her party, the National League for 
Democracy, to boycott the election, which 
she calls rigged and unfair. The boycott led 
to her party’s dissolution.

Supporters praise Suu Kyi for never veer-
ing from her call for true democracy.

In an interview with The Associated Press 
in 1996, she asked, “How can you bring 
multiparty democracy to Burma if you do 
not allow the parties to operate freely?”

If she is released on Nov. 13, Myanmar 
experts say her freedom could be short-
lived, as has been the case in the past. She 
also may need to redefine her role, now that 
her party no longer exists.

“I think she is trying to find new ground 
upon which to stand and really open a new 
era,” said Josef Silverstein, a Myanmar ex-
pert at Rutgers University in New Jersey. 
“But that will depend on the military.”

“As long as Aung San Suu Kyi walks 
the streets of Burmese cities, 
she can mobilize public opinion 
against the regime.”

“Rock Band 3” is the kind of classy 
production we’ve come to expect 
from developer Harmonix. It’s great 
for people who just want to have 
fun at parties, and for those who se-
riously want to learn musical skills. 
Four stars out of four.
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World Cup octopus dies

ROBERTO PFEIL / ASSOCIATED PRESS
In this July 9, 2010 file picture octopus oracle Paul chooses a mussel from a glass tank marked 
with a Spanish flag in the SeaLife Aquarium in Oberhausen, Germany.

By Nesha Starcevic
Associated Press

FRANKFURT, Germany 
(AP) — Paul the Octopus, 
the tentacled tipster who 
fascinated soccer fans by 
predicting results at the 
World Cup, died Tuesday.

Paul had reached the oc-
topus old age of 2½ years 
and died in his tank on 
Tuesday morning at the Sea 
Life aquarium in the west-
ern German city of Ober-
hausen, spokeswoman Ari-
ane Vieregge said.

Paul correctly tipped the 
outcome of all seven of Ger-
many’s games. He made his 
predictions by opening the 
lid of one of two clear plastic 
boxes, each containing a mus-
sel and bearing a team flag.

The octopus seemed to be 
in good shape when he was 
checked late Monday, but 
he did not make it through 
the night. He died of natural 
causes, Vieregge said.

“We had all naturally grown 
very fond of him and he will 
be sorely missed,” Sea Life 
manager Stefan Porwoll said 
in a statement.

The aquarium has not yet 
decided how best to com-
memorate their most famous 
resident, he said.

“We may decide to give 
Paul his own small burial 

plot within our grounds, and 
erect a modest permanent 
shrine,” Porwoll said.

After rising to global 
prominence during the 
World Cup in South Africa 
in June and July, Paul re-
tired from the predictions 
business after the final be-
tween Spain and the Neth-
erlands — correctly picking 
Spain — and returned to 
his primary role of intrigu-
ing children who attend the 
aquarium.

The invertebrate was step-
ping “back from the offi-
cial oracle business,” Tanja 
Munzig, a spokeswoman for 
the Sea Life, told AP Televi-
sion News at the time.

“He won’t give any more 
oracle predictions — either 
in football, nor in politics, 
lifestyle or economy,” she 
said. “Paul will get back to 
his former job, namely mak-
ing children laugh.”

After his World Cup 
soothsaying skills were re-
vealed, the English-born 
Paul was appointed as an 
ambassador to England’s 
bid to host the 2018 World 
Cup. He had English roots, 
having been hatched at 
Weymouth Sea Life Center 
on England’s south coast in 
2008.

Imitators sprang up all 
over the world, including 

Mani the Parakeet in Singa-
pore and Lorenzo the Parrot 
in Hannover, Germany.

The latest was a saltwater 
crocodile named Dirty Har-
ry, who predicted Spain’s 
World Cup final win and 
called the result of Aus-
tralia’s general election by 
snatching a chicken carcass 
dangling beneath a carica-
ture of Prime Minister Julia 
Gillard.

“El Pulpo Paul” became 
so popular in Spain that the 
northwestern Spanish town 
of O Carballino tried to bor-
row him and made him an 
“honorary friend.”

Paul, who had an agent, 
got hundreds of requests 
to go to Spain. The Ma-
drid Zoo asked Sea Life if 
it would be willing to make 
a deal to bring him in as a 
tribute to the Spanish soccer 
team’s victory, either tempo-
rarily or for good. But the 
German aquarium turned 
down that offer, too.

Paul’s name will live on 
the Greek island of Zakyn-
thos, where a permanent sea 
turtle rescue center funded 
in part by donations gener-
ated by the famous octopus 
is being established.

Associated Press writer 
David Rising in Berlin contributed 

to this report.

INDONESIA

Islands struck by volcano, tsunami
By John Nedi 
Associated Press

PADANG, Indonesia (AP) — Rescu-
ers battled rough seas Tuesday to reach 
remote Indonesian islands pounded by a 
10-foot (three-meter) tsunami that swept 
away homes, killing at least 113 people. 
Scores more were missing and information 
was only beginning to trickle in from the 
sparsely populated surfing destination, so 
casualties were expected to rise.

With few able to get to the islands to help 
with searches, fisherman were left to find 
the dead and look for the living. Corpses 
were strewn about since there were not 
enough people to dig graves, according to 
the Mentawai district chief, Edison Salelo 
Baja. More than 4,000 people expected to 
spend the night without shelter because 
tents and other supplies had also not ar-
rived.

The fault that ruptured Monday on Su-
matra island’s coast also caused the 2004 
quake and monster Indian Ocean tsunami 
that killed 230,000 people in a dozen coun-
tries.

Though hundreds of disaster officials 
were unable to get to many of the villages 
on the Mentawai islands — reachable only 
by a 12-hour boat ride — they were pre-
paring for the worst.

“We have 200 body bags on the way, just 
in case,” said Mujiharto, who heads the 
Health Ministry’s crisis center, shortly be-
fore announcing a five-fold increase in the 
death toll.

Indonesia, the world’s largest archipel-
ago, is prone to earthquakes and volcanic 
activity due to its location on the so-called 
Pacific Ring of Fire — a series of fault lines 
stretching from the Western Hemisphere 

through Japan and Southeast Asia.
The country’s most volatile volcano, 

Mount Merapi, 800 miles (1,300 kilome-
ters) to the east, started to erupt at dusk 
Tuesday as scientists warned that pres-
sure building beneath its lava dome could 
trigger one of the most powerful blasts in 
years.

The 7.7-magnitude quake that struck 
late Monday just 13 miles (20 kilometers) 
beneath the ocean floor was followed by at 
least 14 aftershocks, the largest measuring 
6.2, according to the U.S. Geological Survey.

Many panicked residents fled to high 
ground and were too afraid to return home.

That could account in part for the more 
than 500 people still missing, said Hen-
dri Dori, a local parliamentarian who was 
overseeing a fact-finding missing. “We’re 
trying to stay hopeful,” he said.

Hundreds of wooden and bamboo 
homes were washed away on the island of 
Pagai, with water flooding crops and roads 
up to 600 yards (meters) inland. In Muntei 
Baru, a village on Silabu island, 80 percent 
of the houses were badly damaged.

Those and other islets hit were part of 
the Mentawai island chain, a popular and 
laid-back surfing spot 175 miles (280 kilo-
meters) from Sumatra.

Associated Press writers Niniek Karmini and Irwan 
Firdaus contributed to this report.

“We have 200 body bags on the 
way, just in case.”

Mujiharto
Head of the Health Ministry’s crisis center
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Record number of gay officials appointed

By Sam Hananel
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Less than halfway through 
his first term, President 
Barack Obama has appoint-
ed more openly gay officials 
than any other president in 
history.

Gay activists say the esti-
mate of more than 150 ap-
pointments so far — from 
agency heads and commis-
sion members to policy of-
ficials and senior staffers — 
surpasses the previous high 
of about 140 reached during 
two full terms under Presi-
dent Bill Clinton.

“From everything we hear 
from inside the administra-
tion, they wanted this to be 
part of their efforts at di-
versity,” said Denis Dison, 
spokesman for the Presiden-
tial Appointments Project of 
the Gay & Lesbian Leader-
ship Institute.

The pace of appointments 
has helped to ease broader 
disappointment among gay 
rights groups that Obama 
has not acted more quickly 
on other fronts, such as end-
ing the “don’t ask, don’t tell” 
policy that bans gays from 
serving openly in the mili-
tary.

In a sign of how times have 
changed, few of the appoin-
tees — about two dozen re-
quired Senate confirmation 
— have stirred much con-
troversy. It’s a far cry from 

the 1993 furor surrounding 
Clinton’s nomination of then-
San Francisco Supervisor Ro-
berta Achtenberg as assistant 
secretary for Housing and 
Urban Development.

Achtenberg was the first 
openly gay official to serve at 
such a senior level, and she 
won confirmation despite 
contentious hearings and 
Sen. Jesse Helms, R-N.C., 
who denounced her as a 
“militant extremist.”

“It’s both significant and 
rather ordinary,” said Mi-
chael Cole, a spokesman for 
the gay rights group Human 
Rights Campaign. “It’s a sim-
ple affirmation of the Ameri-
can ideal that what matters is 
how you do your job and not 
who you are.”

Gay activists, among 
Obama’s strongest support-
ers, had hoped he would be 
the first to appoint an openly 
gay Cabinet secretary. While 

that hasn’t happened — yet 
— Obama did appoint the 
highest-ranking gay official 
ever when he named John 
Berry as director of the Of-
fice of Personnel Manage-
ment, which oversees the 
nation’s 1.9 million federal 
workers.

Other prominent names 
include Nancy Sutley, chair-
woman of the White House 
Council on Environmental 
Quality, and Fred Hochberg, 
chairman of the Export-
Import Bank. Obama also 
named Amanda Simpson, 
the first openly transgender 
appointee, as a senior tech-
nical adviser in the Com-
merce Department. And Da-
vid Huebner, ambassador to 
New Zealand and Samoa, is 
the third openly gay ambas-
sador in U.S. history.

White House spokes-
man Shin Inouye confirmed 
the record number, saying 
Obama has hired more gay 
officials than the Clinton and 
George W. Bush adminis-
trations combined. He said 
Obama “is proud that his ap-
pointments reflect the diver-
sity of the American public.”

“He is committed to ap-
pointing highly qualified 
individuals for each post,” 
Inouye said. “We have made 
a record number of openly 
LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual 
or transgender) appoint-
ments and we are confident 
that this number will only 
continue to grow.”

“It’s both significant 
and rather ordinary. 
It’s a simple affirma-
tion of the American 
ideal that what mat-
ters is how you do 
your job and not who 
you are.”

Michael Cole
Human Rights Campaign       
Spokeman

CAROLYN KASTER / ASSOCIATED PRESS
In this June 22, 2010 file photo, President Barack Obama delivers remarks during a LGBT Pride 
Month event at the White House in Washington. 

By Vladimir Isachenkov
Associated Press

MOSCOW (AP) — “The Gulag Archi-
pelago” is essential reading for Russian stu-
dents, Prime Minister Vladimir Putin said 
Tuesday — unusual words of praise from 
a former KGB agent for Alexander Sol-
zhenitsyn’s explosive book on the crimes of 
the Soviet regime.

Putin spoke at a meeting with Solzhenit-
syn’s widow, Natalya, to discuss a new edi-
tion of “The Gulag Archipelago” that was 
made part of required reading for Russian 
high schools. The inclusion of the book in 
the school curriculum, and the words of 
praise from Putin, contrasts with his previ-
ous efforts to inculcate pride in the coun-
try’s Soviet past.

The move could be an attempt by Putin 
to deflect claims by critics who have ac-
cused him of whitewashing history and 
encouraging a more positive view of Soviet 
dictator Josef Stalin during his eight-year 
presidency.

“Without the knowledge of that book, 
we would lack a full understanding of our 
country and it would be difficult for us to 
think about the future,” Putin told Natalya 
Solzhenitsyn, who prepared an abridged 
edition of the massive three-volume work.

Putin hailed the school edition’s publica-
tion as a “landmark event,” adding that it 
comes shortly before Russia marks a day 
commemorating victims of Soviet political 
repression this weekend.

Putin, a former officer in the secret ser-
vice, has avoided open praise or criticism 
of Stalin. Three years ago, however, he 

joined public commemorations for victims 
of Stalin’s purges, warning against political 
ideas that are “placed above basic values.”

Putin’s opponents dismissed that as a 
public relations stunt and accused the gov-
ernment of burnishing Stalin’s image by 
sponsoring textbooks painting the murder-
ous ruler in a largely positive light. To the 
outrage of critics of the Communist past, 
old Soviet national anthem lyrics praising 
Stalin were restored to a Moscow subway 
station in 2009.

Historians estimate that more than 
700,000 people were executed during the 
purges that peaked during the Great Ter-
ror in the late 1930s, and tens of millions 
of people were sent to prison camps where 
millions of them died of harsh labor and 
cruel treatment.

Solzhenitsyn, who had won the 1970 No-
bel Prize for Literature, drew on his own 
experiences as a prisoner and on the testi-
mony of hundreds of other Gulag inmates to 
chronicle the horrors of the sprawling Soviet 
prison camps system, known under its Rus-
sian acronym, Gulag.

INTERNATIONAL

Putin: Book on Soviet crimes 
essential for Russian students

“Without the knowledge of that 
book, we would lack a full under-
standing of our country and it 
would be difficult for us to think 
about the future.”

Vladimir Putin
Russian Prime Minister
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World Cup octupus dies

ROBERTO PFEIL / ASSOCIATED PRESS
In this July 9, 2010 file picture octopus oracle Paul chooses a mussel from a glass tank marked 
with a Spanish flag in the SeaLife Aquarium in Oberhausen, Germany.

By Nesha Starcevic
Associated Press

FRANKFURT, Germany 
(AP) — Paul the Octopus, 
the tentacled tipster who 
fascinated soccer fans by 
predicting results at the 
World Cup, died Tuesday.

Paul had reached the oc-
topus old age of 2½ years 
and died in his tank on 
Tuesday morning at the Sea 
Life aquarium in the west-
ern German city of Ober-
hausen, spokeswoman Ari-
ane Vieregge said.

Paul correctly tipped the 
outcome of all seven of Ger-
many’s games. He made his 
predictions by opening the 
lid of one of two clear plastic 
boxes, each containing a mus-
sel and bearing a team flag.

The octopus seemed to be 
in good shape when he was 
checked late Monday, but 
he did not make it through 
the night. He died of natural 
causes, Vieregge said.

“We had all naturally grown 
very fond of him and he will 
be sorely missed,” Sea Life 
manager Stefan Porwoll said 
in a statement.

The aquarium has not yet 
decided how best to com-
memorate their most famous 
resident, he said.

“We may decide to give 
Paul his own small burial 

plot within our grounds, and 
erect a modest permanent 
shrine,” Porwoll said.

After rising to global 
prominence during the 
World Cup in South Africa 
in June and July, Paul re-
tired from the predictions 
business after the final be-
tween Spain and the Neth-
erlands — correctly picking 
Spain — and returned to 
his primary role of intrigu-
ing children who attend the 
aquarium.

The invertebrate was step-
ping “back from the offi-
cial oracle business,” Tanja 
Munzig, a spokeswoman for 
the Sea Life, told AP Televi-
sion News at the time.

“He won’t give any more 
oracle predictions — either 
in football, nor in politics, 
lifestyle or economy,” she 
said. “Paul will get back to 
his former job, namely mak-
ing children laugh.”

After his World Cup 
soothsaying skills were re-
vealed, the English-born 
Paul was appointed as an 
ambassador to England’s 
bid to host the 2018 World 
Cup. He had English roots, 
having been hatched at 
Weymouth Sea Life Center 
on England’s south coast in 
2008.

Imitators sprang up all 
over the world, including 

Mani the Parakeet in Singa-
pore and Lorenzo the Parrot 
in Hannover, Germany.

The latest was a saltwater 
crocodile named Dirty Har-
ry, who predicted Spain’s 
World Cup final win and 
called the result of Aus-
tralia’s general election by 
snatching a chicken carcass 
dangling beneath a carica-
ture of Prime Minister Julia 
Gillard.

“El Pulpo Paul” became 
so popular in Spain that the 
northwestern Spanish town 
of O Carballino tried to bor-
row him and made him an 
“honorary friend.”

Paul, who had an agent, 
got hundreds of requests 
to go to Spain. The Ma-
drid Zoo asked Sea Life if 
it would be willing to make 
a deal to bring him in as a 
tribute to the Spanish soccer 
team’s victory, either tempo-
rarily or for good. But the 
German aquarium turned 
down that offer, too.

Paul’s name will live on 
the Greek island of Zakyn-
thos, where a permanent sea 
turtle rescue center funded 
in part by donations gener-
ated by the famous octopus 
is being established.

Associated Press writer 
David Rising in Berlin contributed 

to this report.

INDONESIA

Islands struck by volcano, tsunami
By John Nedi 
Associated Press

PADANG, Indonesia (AP) — Rescu-
ers battled rough seas Tuesday to reach 
remote Indonesian islands pounded by a 
10-foot (three-meter) tsunami that swept 
away homes, killing at least 113 people. 
Scores more were missing and information 
was only beginning to trickle in from the 
sparsely populated surfing destination, so 
casualties were expected to rise.

With few able to get to the islands to help 
with searches, fisherman were left to find 
the dead and look for the living. Corpses 
were strewn about since there were not 
enough people to dig graves, according to 
the Mentawai district chief, Edison Salelo 
Baja. More than 4,000 people expected to 
spend the night without shelter because 
tents and other supplies had also not ar-
rived.

The fault that ruptured Monday on Su-
matra island’s coast also caused the 2004 
quake and monster Indian Ocean tsunami 
that killed 230,000 people in a dozen coun-
tries.

Though hundreds of disaster officials 
were unable to get to many of the villages 
on the Mentawai islands — reachable only 
by a 12-hour boat ride — they were pre-
paring for the worst.

“We have 200 body bags on the way, just 
in case,” said Mujiharto, who heads the 
Health Ministry’s crisis center, shortly be-
fore announcing a five-fold increase in the 
death toll.

Indonesia, the world’s largest archipel-
ago, is prone to earthquakes and volcanic 
activity due to its location on the so-called 
Pacific Ring of Fire — a series of fault lines 
stretching from the Western Hemisphere 

through Japan and Southeast Asia.
The country’s most volatile volcano, 

Mount Merapi, 800 miles (1,300 kilome-
ters) to the east, started to erupt at dusk 
Tuesday as scientists warned that pres-
sure building beneath its lava dome could 
trigger one of the most powerful blasts in 
years.

The 7.7-magnitude quake that struck 
late Monday just 13 miles (20 kilometers) 
beneath the ocean floor was followed by at 
least 14 aftershocks, the largest measuring 
6.2, according to the U.S. Geological Survey.

Many panicked residents fled to high 
ground and were too afraid to return home.

That could account in part for the more 
than 500 people still missing, said Hen-
dri Dori, a local parliamentarian who was 
overseeing a fact-finding missing. “We’re 
trying to stay hopeful,” he said.

Hundreds of wooden and bamboo 
homes were washed away on the island of 
Pagai, with water flooding crops and roads 
up to 600 yards (meters) inland. In Muntei 
Baru, a village on Silabu island, 80 percent 
of the houses were badly damaged.

Those and other islets hit were part of 
the Mentawai island chain, a popular and 
laid-back surfing spot 175 miles (280 kilo-
meters) from Sumatra.

Associated Press writers Niniek Karmini and Irwan 
Firdaus contributed to this report.

“We have 200 body bags on the 
way, just in case.”

Mujiharto
Head of the Health Ministry’s crisis center
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Record number of gay officials appointed

By Sam Hananel
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Less than halfway through 
his first term, President 
Barack Obama has appoint-
ed more openly gay officials 
than any other president in 
history.

Gay activists say the esti-
mate of more than 150 ap-
pointments so far — from 
agency heads and commis-
sion members to policy of-
ficials and senior staffers — 
surpasses the previous high 
of about 140 reached during 
two full terms under Presi-
dent Bill Clinton.

“From everything we hear 
from inside the administra-
tion, they wanted this to be 
part of their efforts at di-
versity,” said Denis Dison, 
spokesman for the Presiden-
tial Appointments Project of 
the Gay & Lesbian Leader-
ship Institute.

The pace of appointments 
has helped to ease broader 
disappointment among gay 
rights groups that Obama 
has not acted more quickly 
on other fronts, such as end-
ing the “don’t ask, don’t tell” 
policy that bans gays from 
serving openly in the mili-
tary.

In a sign of how times have 
changed, few of the appoin-
tees — about two dozen re-
quired Senate confirmation 
— have stirred much con-
troversy. It’s a far cry from 

the 1993 furor surrounding 
Clinton’s nomination of then-
San Francisco Supervisor Ro-
berta Achtenberg as assistant 
secretary for Housing and 
Urban Development.

Achtenberg was the first 
openly gay official to serve at 
such a senior level, and she 
won confirmation despite 
contentious hearings and 
Sen. Jesse Helms, R-N.C., 
who denounced her as a 
“militant extremist.”

“It’s both significant and 
rather ordinary,” said Mi-
chael Cole, a spokesman for 
the gay rights group Human 
Rights Campaign. “It’s a sim-
ple affirmation of the Ameri-
can ideal that what matters is 
how you do your job and not 
who you are.”

Gay activists, among 
Obama’s strongest support-
ers, had hoped he would be 
the first to appoint an openly 
gay Cabinet secretary. While 

that hasn’t happened — yet 
— Obama did appoint the 
highest-ranking gay official 
ever when he named John 
Berry as director of the Of-
fice of Personnel Manage-
ment, which oversees the 
nation’s 1.9 million federal 
workers.

Other prominent names 
include Nancy Sutley, chair-
woman of the White House 
Council on Environmental 
Quality, and Fred Hochberg, 
chairman of the Export-
Import Bank. Obama also 
named Amanda Simpson, 
the first openly transgender 
appointee, as a senior tech-
nical adviser in the Com-
merce Department. And Da-
vid Huebner, ambassador to 
New Zealand and Samoa, is 
the third openly gay ambas-
sador in U.S. history.

White House spokes-
man Shin Inouye confirmed 
the record number, saying 
Obama has hired more gay 
officials than the Clinton and 
George W. Bush adminis-
trations combined. He said 
Obama “is proud that his ap-
pointments reflect the diver-
sity of the American public.”

“He is committed to ap-
pointing highly qualified 
individuals for each post,” 
Inouye said. “We have made 
a record number of openly 
LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual 
or transgender) appoint-
ments and we are confident 
that this number will only 
continue to grow.”

“It’s both significant 
and rather ordinary. 
It’s a simple affirma-
tion of the American 
ideal that what mat-
ters is how you do 
your job and not who 
you are.”

Michael Cole
Human Rights Campaign       
Spokeman

CAROLYN KASTER / ASSOCIATED PRESS
In this June 22, 2010 file photo, President Barack Obama delivers remarks during a LGBT Pride 
Month event at the White House in Washington. 

By Vladimir Isachenkov
Associated Press

MOSCOW (AP) — “The Gulag Archi-
pelago” is essential reading for Russian stu-
dents, Prime Minister Vladimir Putin said 
Tuesday — unusual words of praise from 
a former KGB agent for Alexander Sol-
zhenitsyn’s explosive book on the crimes of 
the Soviet regime.

Putin spoke at a meeting with Solzhenit-
syn’s widow, Natalya, to discuss a new edi-
tion of “The Gulag Archipelago” that was 
made part of required reading for Russian 
high schools. The inclusion of the book in 
the school curriculum, and the words of 
praise from Putin, contrasts with his previ-
ous efforts to inculcate pride in the coun-
try’s Soviet past.

The move could be an attempt by Putin 
to deflect claims by critics who have ac-
cused him of whitewashing history and 
encouraging a more positive view of Soviet 
dictator Josef Stalin during his eight-year 
presidency.

“Without the knowledge of that book, 
we would lack a full understanding of our 
country and it would be difficult for us to 
think about the future,” Putin told Natalya 
Solzhenitsyn, who prepared an abridged 
edition of the massive three-volume work.

Putin hailed the school edition’s publica-
tion as a “landmark event,” adding that it 
comes shortly before Russia marks a day 
commemorating victims of Soviet political 
repression this weekend.

Putin, a former officer in the secret ser-
vice, has avoided open praise or criticism 
of Stalin. Three years ago, however, he 

joined public commemorations for victims 
of Stalin’s purges, warning against political 
ideas that are “placed above basic values.”

Putin’s opponents dismissed that as a 
public relations stunt and accused the gov-
ernment of burnishing Stalin’s image by 
sponsoring textbooks painting the murder-
ous ruler in a largely positive light. To the 
outrage of critics of the Communist past, 
old Soviet national anthem lyrics praising 
Stalin were restored to a Moscow subway 
station in 2009.

Historians estimate that more than 
700,000 people were executed during the 
purges that peaked during the Great Ter-
ror in the late 1930s, and tens of millions 
of people were sent to prison camps where 
millions of them died of harsh labor and 
cruel treatment.

Solzhenitsyn, who had won the 1970 No-
bel Prize for Literature, drew on his own 
experiences as a prisoner and on the testi-
mony of hundreds of other Gulag inmates to 
chronicle the horrors of the sprawling Soviet 
prison camps system, known under its Rus-
sian acronym, Gulag.

INTERNATIONAL

Putin: Solzhenitsyn’s Gulag 
Archipelago essential reading

“Without the knowledge of that 
book, we would lack a full under-
standing of our country and it 
would be difficult for us to think 
about the future.”

Vladimir Putin
Russian Prime Minister
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HADI MIZBAN / ASSOCIATED PRESS
In this Sunday, Sept. 5, 2010 photo, Tariq Aziz, former Iraqi foreign minister 
and deputy prime minister speaks to the Associated Press in Baghdad, Iraq. 
Iraqi state TV says former Foreign Minister Tariq Aziz has been sentenced to 
death for persecuting Shiite political parties during Saddam Hussein’s regime.

Aide sentenced to death for Shiite persecution
By Barbara Surk and Hamid Ahmed
Associated Press

BAGHDAD (AP) — The interna-
tional face of Saddam Hussein’s re-
gime, Tariq Aziz, was sentenced to 
death by hanging Tuesday for perse-
cuting Shiites just over three months 
after the Americans transferred him to 
Iraqi government custody.

Iraqi High Tribunal spokesman 
Mohammed Abdul-Sahib did not say 
when the 74-year-old former foreign 
minister would go to the gallows. Aziz 
has 30 days to launch an appeal.

Aziz, the only Christian in Saddam’s 
mainly Sunni inner circle, was wearing 
a blue suit and sat alone in the court. 

He bowed his head and frequently 
grasped the handrail in front of him, 
as the judge read out the verdict.

The Vatican urged Iraq to not carry 
out the death sentence and said it may 
intervene to try to halt it

A spokesman, the Rev. Federico 
Lombardi, said the Vatican hoped that 
the sentence wouldn’t be carried out 
and added that Vatican usually would 
pursue any possible humanitarian in-
tervention to halt an execution via dip-
lomatic channels.

His Jordan-based lawyer, Badee Iz-
zat Aref, accused the government of 
orchestrating the verdict to divert at-
tention from recent revelations about 
prisoner abuse by Iraqi security forces 

contained in U.S. military documents 
released last week by the whistleblower 
site WikiLeaks.

“We are discussing this issue and 
what next step we should take,” Aref 
told The Associated Press in Amman, 
the Jordanian capital. “This sentence is 
not fair and it is politically motivated.”

Aziz became internationally known 
as the dictator’s defender and a fierce 
American critic first as foreign minister 
after Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait in 1990 
and later as a deputy prime minister. 

Associated Press Writers Sa-
meer N. Yacoub in Amman, Jor-
dan and Lara Jakes in Baghdad                               

contributed to this report

INTERNATIONAL NEWS



9www.dailyskiff.com    Wednesday, October 27, 2010

By Ali Akbar Dareini
Associated Press

TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran began the pro-
cess of loading 163 fuel rods into the reactor 
core of its first nuclear power plant on Tuesday, 
celebrating the achievement as proof that Teh-
ran can outmaneuver international sanctions.

The plant, built with Russian help in the 
southern port city of Bushehr, is not among 
the aspects of Iran’s nuclear program that are 
of top concern to the international community 
and is not directly subject to sanctions. It has 
international approval and is supervised by the 
U.N.’s nuclear monitoring agency.

Nevertheless, Iran has touted its startup as 
an act of defiance in the face of the penalties 
and has held up the plant as evidence that it 
only has peaceful nuclear intentions. The Unit-
ed States and some of its allies believe Bushehr 
and Iran’s other civil nuclear work is provid-
ing cover for a secret weapons program under 
development.

“The great Iranian nation can manage the 
sanctions with its resistance, efforts and en-
deavors and this is its proof,” Vice President Ali 
Akbar Salehi told a news conference broadcast 
on state TV.

The U.N. Security Council has slapped four 
rounds of sanctions against Iran over a sepa-
rate track of its nuclear program — its enrich-
ment of uranium, which can be a gateway to 
developing atomic weapons.

Iran denies such an intention and says it only 
seeks to master the technology to produce fuel 
for a planned network of nuclear power facili-
ties, starting with Bushehr.

On Tuesday, Iran loaded the first three fuel 
assemblies into the plant’s reactor core, begin-
ning a process that will take two months, said 
Salehi, who is also head of the Atomic Energy 
Organization of Iran.

The facility is expected to begin supplying 
electricity to the grid by mid-February.

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton made it clear Tuesday that Washington 
sees a distinction between Bushehr and other 
nuclear tracks it suspects are meant to give 
Tehran potential pathways to weapons.

“Iran is entitled to the peaceful use of nu-
clear power,” she said after speaking at a U.N. 
Security Council meeting to promote women’s 
participation in peacekeeping. “They are not 
entitled to a nuclear weapons program.”

She said she was hopeful that Iran would 
agree to resume negotiations over the other 
aspects of its nuclear work.

The European Union has proposed a new 
round of talks with Iran in Vienna in mid-
November with the participation of the 
United States, Britain, China, France, Russia 
and Germany. The negotiations foundered a 
year ago, leading to the fourth round of U.N. 
sanctions.

The 1,000 megawatt Bushehr plant had 
been expected to start producing power by 
November, but a leak in a storage pool de-
layed the process.

Iranian officials denied the delay had any 
link to a complex and destructive computer 
worm, known as Stuxnet, that has swept 
through industrial sites in Iran and several 
other countries. 

Iran said it believed the computer worm 
was part of a Western plot to sabotage its 
nuclear program. Who created the Stuxnet 
code and what its precise target is, if any, re-
mains a mystery.

Around the same time, Iran acknowl-
edged that some personnel at its nuclear fa-
cilities had been lured by promises of money 
to pass secrets to the West but insisted in-
creased security had put a stop to the spying.

Edith M. Lederer contributed to this report from the 
United Nations.

Iran sees progress as defiance

MAJID ASGARIPOUR / ASSOCIATED PRESS
A worker rides a bike in front of the reactor building of the Bushehr nuclear power plant, just outside 
the southern city of Bushehr, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 26, 2010. Iran began loading fuel into the core of its first 
atomic power plant on Tuesday, moving closer to the start up of a facility that leaders have touted as 
defying of international efforts to curtail the country’s nuclear ambitions.  

Perry: Jobs his greatest contribution
NUCLEAR POWER POLITICS 

JACK PLUNKETT / ASSOCIATED PRESS
Texas Gov. Rick Perry gives the thumbs-up after early voting in Austin, Texas on Monday, 
Oct. 18, 2010.

By Kelley Shannon
Associated Press 

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — To hear Republi-
can Gov. Rick Perry tell it, the most impor-
tant part of his record as the leader of Texas 
can be summed up in a four-letter word: 
Jobs.

Thousands of new private-sector jobs 
have been created on his long-ticking watch, 
Perry says, putting Texas in better shape 
than many states.

“It’s the most important thing a governor 
does,” Perry told The Associated Press re-
cently. “One of the reasons that California, 
Michigan, New York and those states are 
having difficulties is because they focused 
too much on government programs and not 
enough on job creation.”

Polls show Perry leading Democrat Bill 
White in his bid to win a third full term, and 
a close look shows that Perry’s policies may 
have played a role in job growth. But other 
factors have contributed, such as an expand-
ing population. Perry also has presided for 
10 years over a state with occasional budget 
problems and ongoing social ills, and some 
of his pet projects have failed to come to 
fruition.

But White, the former Houston mayor, 
and dismal state budget predictions for 2011 
have been unable to distract voters from 
Perry’s continued emphasis on job creation 
during the campaign.

“So far, Gov. Perry has been able to define 
his record, and all attempts by Bill White to 
challenge that just aren’t sticking,” said Jerry 
Polinard, a political scientist at University of 
Texas-Pan American in the Rio Grande Val-
ley. “It’s who can control the story line.”

One statistic that tells the story is the un-
employment rate, which now stands at 8.1 
percent. That’s higher than in Perry’s early 
years as governor but below the national fig-
ure of 9.6 percent.

Perry loves to crow that 129,000 jobs were 
created in Texas from August 2009 to Au-
gust 2010, or more than half of all new jobs 
in the nation, according to the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics.

Perry attributes Texas’ new jobs to a the 
low tax and light regulatory environment 
for businesses and a clampdown on civil 
lawsuits. As governor he oversaw a revamp 
of the state’s business tax to help pay for 
schools in 2006, and he and other Repub-
lican leaders pressed the passage of lawsuit 
limitation measures in 2003.

Have an 

opinion?

Write 
for The 

Skiff

opinion@dailyskiff.com

“The great Iranian nation can 
manage the sanctions with its 
resistance, efforts and endeav-
ors and this is its proof.”

Ali Akbar Salehi
Iranian Vice President
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Rangers starting pitching vs. Giants starting 
pitching

Good starting pitching will be the key to 
determine who will win the World Series this 
year. The Texas rotation will be Cliff Lee, C.J. 
Wilson, Colby Lewis and Tommy Hunter. The 
Giants will use Tim Lincecum, Matt Cain, 
Jonathan Sanchez and Madison Bumgarner. Six 
of the eight pitchers are under the age of 30, so 
it will be interesting to watch how the young 
pitchers handle the pressure of the World 
Series. 

Both teams have the typical ace at the front 
of their rotations. Lee has dominated this 
postseason with a 34-1 strikeout-to-walk ratio 
to go along with a 0.75 ERA. Lincecum is also 
a strikeout machine and has 30 in three starts. 
Expect Game 1 to be a pitcher’s duel with a lot 
of strikeouts. Cain will start Game 2 for the 
Giants and has yet to allow an earned run in 
the postseason. Wilson was dominant against 
the Rays, but struggled against the Yankees in 
Game 5 of the ALCS. Both back ends of the 
rotations for both teams are strong. 

Advantage: Giants

Rangers offense vs. Giants offense
The Texas lineup has been hitting the ball 

well this postseason, both in power and aver-
age. Nelson Cruz leads the team in home runs 
with five, and Josh Hamilton is second with 

four. As a team, the Rangers have hit 17 home 
runs this postseason. In comparison, the Giants 
have hit six. Cody Ross is the team leader with 
four. The Giants do not have a power offense, 
so they will be at a disadvantage when the 
series is in Arlington at a stadium known to 
give up the long ball. The Rangers have scored 
nearly twice as many runs as the Giants this 
postseason, so it will be difficult for the Giants 
to come back if they fall behind early.

One of the Rangers offensive keys will be 
aggressive base running. Ian Kinsler, Elvis 
Andrus, Cruz and Hamilton all are a threat to 
steal bases. With runs at a premium based on 
the excellent Giants pitching, the stolen base 
will be a decisive factor. The Giants offense 
was never the strength of the team during the 
regular season, which is why the team added 
players like Ross and Pat Burrell at the trade 
deadline. The Giants have some talented hitters, 
such as Buster Posey and Pablo Sandoval, but 
these players are young and inconsistent. One 
interesting thing to note is that Vlad Guerrero 
will have to play left field when the games are 
at AT&T Park. The outfield of AT&T Park is 
one of the biggest in the majors, so he may have 
trouble covering all the gaps in the field. 

Advantage: Rangers

Rangers bullpen vs. Giants bullpen
Both the Rangers and Giants have had 

excellent closers, both in regular season and 
postseason play. Giants closer Brian Wilson 
has not allowed a run this postseason, and he 
led the National League in saves this year with 
48. Neftali Feliz had an excellent rookie season 
with the Rangers by posting 40 saves. Both 
Feliz and Wilson have fastballs that can reach 
100 mph. The strength of the Ranger bullpen is 
its depth. It has several young, hard-throwing 
pitchers who can come into the game at any 

point and provide long relief or perform in the 
set-up role.    

The Giants have a strong set-up man in 
Sergio Romo, but they lack depth, especially at 
the back end of the bullpen. 

Advantage: Rangers

Rangers in five
The Rangers will win this series because 

their offense is so much better than the Giants’. 
Both teams are capable of winning one-run 
games; however, the Giants do not have the 

ability to score runs in bunches like the Rang-
ers do. Because of this, when the teams move 
from AT&T Park to the Rangers Ballpark in 
Arlington, the Giants will not be able to match 
the powerful offense of Texas. The only hope 
the Giants have of winning is if their starting 
pitchers can completely shut down the red-hot 
Texas lineup, and this will be a tall order for a 
rotation that is so young.

Allen Kellogg is a sophomore journalism
 major from Alexandria, Va.

ANALYSIS 

Rangers’ ability to score runs places them ahead of Giants

Allen Kellogg

TONY GUTIERREZ / ASSOCIATED PRESS
From left to right, Texas Rangers starting pitchers Tommy Hunter, Cliff Lee, C.J. Wilson and out-
fielder Josh Hamilton attend during a team baseball practice for the World Series, Sunday, Oct. 24, 
2010, in Arlington, Texas. 

Lee’s dominance difficult to pinpoint
MLB 

By Ben Walker
Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Buster 
Posey, Pablo Sandoval and the rest of the 
San Francisco Giants can study the scout-
ing reports and videotape all they want, 
trying to find the secret to getting a hit 
against Cliff Lee.

Or, they can just ask Cody Ross.
Because many years ago, before he 

blossomed into the MVP of the NL cham-
pionship series, Ross was a struggling 
rookie with the Detroit Tigers. Who hap-
pened to hit his first major league home 
run off Lee. A grand slam, at that.

Of course, Lee was early in his career, 
too. He hardly had become Mr. Perfect 
in the postseason, the left-hander who 
will pose a giant challenge for San Fran-
cisco when it faces the Texas Rangers in 
Game 1 of the World Series on Wednes-
day night.

“Cliff Lee, superhero,” summed up San-
doval.

Watch Lee from the center-field cam-

era and it’s difficult to tell exactly what 
makes him so dominant.

David Price brings more heat. Andy 
Pettitte brought more October experi-
ence. But Lee beat them in the playoffs.

Maybe it’s the way he throws any of his 
pitches for strikes on any count. At any 
speed, too. A real-life version of a video 
game — try to duplicate that in “Major 
League Baseball 2K10.”

Lee is 7-0 with a 1.26 ERA in eight life-
time postseason starts heading into his 
matchup with two-time NL Cy Young 
winner Tim Lincecum in the opener. Lee 
went 3-0 this year in the AL playoffs, 
striking out 34 and walking just one.

Lincecum and Lee pose an intriguing 
matchup of opposite artisans. The Giants’ 
lanky ace’s pitches have dizzying move-
ment, while Lee is able to adjust his pin-
point control for an umpire’s strike zone.

Lee’s severe strikeout-to-walk ratio has 
prompted many to suggest the best strat-
egy is to hit the first strike he throws, 
rather than risk falling behind in the 
count.



www.dailyskiff.com    Wednesday, October 27, 2010    11
SPORTS

ANALYSIS

Mavs possess versatile players,veteran leadership

By Jimmy Golen
Associated Press

BOSTON (AP) — LeBron James sat court-
side at the new Boston Garden, icing his right 
knee after a shootaround, tapping away at his 
phone and complaining about the Dallas 
Cowboys.

Beneath the Celtics’ 17 NBA champion-
ship banners — the last one hung at James’ 
expense — he sat in his Adidas warmups 
chatting with a Nike representative while 
reporters surrounded teammates Dwyane 
Wade and Chris Bosh. When those scrums 
dispersed, nearly a dozen cameras sauntered 
over to take video of James, just sitting there.

“I feel like a fish in a fish tank,” said James, 
who was not scheduled to talk to reporters 
until the pregame availability. “How fast can 
he swim?”

A two-time NBA MVP in Cleveland — 
and zero-time NBA champion — James 
makes his Heat debut on Tuesday night when 
Miami plays the Celtics in what could be the 
most anticipated regular-season game since 
Magic Johnson and Larry Bird hooked up as 
rookies.

A few hours before gametime, a single 
luxury suite ticket was listed for $18,824 
on StubHub. Perhaps 100 reporters (about 
100 more than normal) attended the Heat’s 
morning shootaround, and about 500 had 
been credentialed for the game — four times 
the usual number, Celtics spokesman Jeff 
Twiss said.

“You don’t usually see this many cameras 
unless you’re in the finals,” Wade said told a 
media phalanx four rows deep. “And it’s the 
first game of the season.”

Wade won the 2006 NBA title in Miami, 
but the Heat lost to the Celtics in the first 
round of the playoffs last season and the Cav-
aliers followed them out in the next round 

— through the very same locker room doors. 
Thus began the nationwide courtship that 
ended when James announced he was “tak-
ing his talents to South Beach.”

Wade was disappointed but determined 
after the playoff loss, vowing that he would 
stay with the Heat only if he got some help. 
Team president Pat Riley got him Bosh and 
James, along with a handful of role players 
who flocked to Miami for the chance to be a 
part of a superteam.

Now they’re back in the building where it 
all ended, and it all started.

James to make Heat debut versus Celtics
NBA

As the Dallas Mavericks start off their 
2010-11 season tonight, fans should expect 
great things from this franchise. In a league 
full of superstar-powered teams like the 
Lakers, Heat and Celtics, too many people 
have written off the franchises that don’t have 
a LeBron, Kobe or even a Kevin Garnett in 
their lineup. This year, the Mavs will show 
that superstars pale in comparison to a team 
that has the will and capability to fight.

To start off, the Dallas Mavericks have 
the best bench rotation in the NBA. Head 
coach Rick Carlisle has been blessed with 

some of the most versatile, talented play-
makers in the game. 

He’s going to be able to attack opponents 
with a wide variety of lineups. Jason Kidd, 
Rodrigue Beaubois, Jose Barea and Jason 
Terry can all play both guard positions. 
Caron Butler and Shawn Marion can both 
switch up in either of the forward positions 
and Dirk Nowitzki can play the power for-
ward or center. 

Throw in big-men Brendan Haywood and 
Tyson Chandler, both of whom are more 

than seven feet tall, and the Mavericks have 
the deepest, most interchangeable lineup in 
the league.

Beyond the lineup rotation, this Dal-
las club is stacked with veteran leadership. 
Nowitzki, Jason Terry and Kidd all have NBA 
Finals experience. Players like Marion, Chan-
dler and Butler have all played deep into the 
postseason before. 

What’s even more impressive about these 
veterans is the fact that they are still produc-
ing results. Last year Kidd, Nowitzki, Terry 
and Marion combined to average 63.9 points, 
21.5 rebounds and 17 assists a game.

Nowitzki, in particular, has been and 
will continue to be, the biggest factor in the 
Mavericks’ success. He’s a nine-time All-Star, 
10 time All-NBA selection, the 2006-07 NBA 
MVP and he’s showing no signs of slowing 
down.

Last year, Nowitzki averaged 25 points 
and 7.7 rebounds per game while shooting 
48 percent from the field, 42 percent from 

three-point range and over 90 percent from 
the free throw line. He has the experience, 
the talent and the teammates to make a seri-
ous run at a title this year. 

All else aside, the Mavericks will be a 
contender based on their sheer desperation 
to win.

The veterans on the Mavericks squad know 
that their prime playing years are nearing 
their expiration date. In every game this sea-
son, expect Dallas to play their hearts out to 
their physical limits. For Kidd, Marion and 
Nowitzki, a cry of “do-or-die” will be shouted 
in every single match up. When they play 
with the intensity they are capable of, there 
will be few teams, if any, that can compete 
with Dallas.

If Dallas plays with their skill, deep bench 
and passion, expect a great season and an 
even better postseason run.

J.D. Moore is a freshman journalism 
major from Honolulu, Hawaii.

J.D. Moore

To start off, the Dallas Mavericks 
have the best bench rotation in the 
NBA. Head coach Rick Carlisle has 
been blessed with some of the most 
versatile, talented play-makers in the 
game. 

AP PHOTO/STEPHAN SAVOIA
Members of the media surround Heat forward 
LeBron James as he ices his knees before their 
season opening NBA game against the Celtics. 
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B A S E B A L LO P I N I O N
The Rangers have their first appearance in 
World Series. How do the Rangers line up 
against the Giants?  Page 10

Coach says the excitement of Vegas won’t distract team
By David Stein
Staff Reporter

The bright lights, casinos and entertainment 
of Las Vegas can be distracting, but when the 
Horned Frogs travel to Sin City Saturday to 
take on the UNLV Rebels, head coach Gary 
Patterson said his team will be focused. Pat-
terson said the team would not spend much 
time in the city. The schedule for the weekend 
is simple: fly in to Vegas, sleep, eat, play foot-
ball and come back home. Business as usual 
for the Horned Frogs.

If Las Vegas wasn’t distracting enough, the 

Frogs are scheduled to play conference rival 
No. 8 Utah the week after, a game that could 
have huge BCS implications. Patterson said he 
isn’t worried about that either.

“I don’t even have to talk to them about it. 
I haven’t even heard it come up, to be honest 
with you,” Patterson said at the weekly media 
luncheon.

Senior tight end Evan Frosch said he has 
seen good teams overlook opponents before, 
but that’s a reason why he doesn’t think TCU 
will do the same.

“You can’t hide the fact that everybody 
sees Utah next week, but we’re all focused on 

UNLV right now,” Frosch said.
Senior wide receiver Bart Johnson said ex-

perienced seniors will also help the Frogs stay 
focused.

“We’re such a mature team. We have so 
many seniors on this team, and we’ve been in 
this situation before,” Johnson said. “You can’t 
overlook anybody. We’re trying to get to 9-0, 
and UNLV is the next step to that.”

UNLV has struggled this season under 
first-year head coach Bobby Hauck. The Reb-
els are 1-6, but had an extra week to prepare 
for the Frogs after coming back from a bye 
week. TCU will be the highest-ranked team 

UNLV has ever played at home and the only 
team UNLV has never beaten in Mountain 
West Conference play. Patterson said UNLV 
has great skill players and is a very fast team. 

Saturday’s contest will be a late one for the 
Frogs, and Patterson said the team would ad-
just a little for the time difference, but would 
go through its usual game day routine.

The Frogs are coming off a 38-7 win over 
Air Force. Sophomore running back Ed Wes-
ley rushed for a career-high 209 yards as 
TCU’s defense held the nation’s best rushing 
attack to just 184 yards, Air Force’s lowest of 
the season.

KYLE GOSSETT / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Sophomore tailback Matthew Tucker gets the handoff from senior quarterback Andy Dalton in Saturday’s game against Air Force. The Frogs would win the game 38 - 7.

The NCAA changes the type of 
bats required for college baseball. 
Tomorrow


