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The Neeley Entrepreneur-
ship Center is hosting a fam-
ily business seminar today 
to teach families how to 
transition the next genera-
tion into the business, said 
an assistant director at the 
center.

Brad Hancock, assistant 
director of the center, said 
the seminar will cover criti-
cal issues that family-owned 

businesses deal with every 
day such as communication, 
conflict resolution, deciding 
who has the right combina-
tion of capability and moti-
vation for the business world 
as well as other topics. 

Hancock said many TCU 
students come from fami-
ly-owned business back-
grounds. 

The center is having the 
seminar dur ing Family 
Weekend, Hancock said, 
because many people and 

their families will already 
be on campus.

Hancock said Sam Lane, 
a family business expert, is 
the seminar’s presenter. 

“We chose Sam because he 
is an outstanding resource,” 
said David Minor, director 
of the Neeley Entrepreneur-
ship Center. 

Lane has a doctorate 
degree in organizational 
psychology and has been a 
family business consultant 
for more than 25 years, Han-

cock said.
Minor said the seminars 

will be twice a year, giving 
students an opportunity to 
network. 

An evening reception will 
be at Minor’s home. Minor 
said the reception is an 
opportunity for attendees to 
get to know Lane and senior 
administrators of Neeley on 
a more personal level.

The seminar will be at the 
Colonial Country Club from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. today.

By Megan Mowery 
Staff Reporter

Although Fort Worth crime 
statistics suggest the TCU area 
is relatively more safe than sur-
rounding areas, that might not 
be the case. 

Fort Worth crime statistics 
in the TCU area do not show 
the total amount of crime 
because Fort Worth police do 
not report on-campus crime, 
said Kirk Byrom, a neighbor-
hood police officer for the Fort 
Worth Police Department. 

The TCU Police report and 
record crime on the TCU cam-
pus separately, Byrom said, and 
those statistics are not included 
in the city’s statistics. 

To calculate the total amount 
of crime in the TCU area, the 
TCU annual crime statistics 
would have to be added to 
the Fort Worth Police crime 
statistics, said TCU Police Sgt. 
Kelly Ham . 

When the TCU crime statis-
tics are added to the Fort Worth 
crime statistics for the four sec-
tions that make up the TCU 
area from January to August 

2007, the TCU area has 16 per-
cent more crime than the five 
sections surrounding it.

The reason the crime statis-
tics are recorded separately is 
because the TCU Police have 
a different jurisdiction, Ham 
said. 

Ham said because the TCU 
Police have such a good rela-
tionship with the Fort Worth 
police, it makes it easy to accu-
rately record crime statistics. 
None of the crimes are record-
ed by both departments, Ham 
said. 

Combining the TCU and city 
crime statistics show the TCU 
area had 276 crimes report-
ed during those months. The 
most, 81, were on-campus 
thefts. 

The five sections surrounding 
the TCU area had 222 crimes 
reported total. The majority, 
181, were also thefts. 

Compared to last year’s sta-
tistics in the TCU area, crime 
is up 8 percent for the months 
of January to August. 

By DAVID SPENCER
Staff Reporter

Students will not need 
to travel far to give parents 
the true Fort Worth honky-
tonk experience this Fam-
ily Weekend. The Student 
Government Association is 
bringing it all to campus.

Texas country music per-
former Kevin Fowler will 
perform at 4:30 p.m. Satur-
day in the Brachman parking 
lot. Fowler’s performance is 
part of an attempt by SGA 
to get upperclassmen to 
attend the student tailgate, 
said Aaron Wolfe, a junior 
advertising/public relations 
major and vice chair of Pro-
gramming Council.

“We know that Kevin 
Fowler is a popular name 
among students,” said Jace 
Thompson, a senior account-
ing major and SGA presi-
dent. “One of the goals of 
SGA was to bring big names 

to campus.”
Fowler ’s new album, 

“Bring It On,” was released 
Tuesday. His popular songs 
such as “The Lord Loves a 
Drinking Man” and “Loose, 
Loud and Crazy” are project-
ed to bring an entirely new 
crowd to the event.

“The Family Weekend 
barbecue usually caters to 
the freshman class,” Wolfe 
said. “We hope Fowler at the 
tailgate will bring out more 
upperclassmen.”

Fowler creates music 
geared toward 20 and 30 
somethings who grew up 
watching MTV as well as 
CMT, according to his Web 
site.

SGA’s incorporation of 
music provides good enter-
tainment for the students 
prior to the game, said Greg 
Franklin, a sophomore busi-
ness major.

FWPD stats omit 
campus numbers

See CRIME, page 2

See FOWLER, page 2

Neeley hosts family business seminar

Country performer 
to play at tailgate

Entire accounting graduate class finds employment

See ACCOUNTING, page 2

BOOKING IT

Michael Bou-Nacklie / Photo Editor 

Construction workers leave the bookstore work site Thursday. Construction of the new bookstore at the corner of S. University Drive and W. Berry Street is set to be 
completed in January 2008

By JOE ZIGTEMA
Staff Reporter

It’s hard to be better than 
perfect.

The university’s Master 
of Accounting class of 2007 
achieved a 100 percent job 
placement rate upon gradua-
tion.

Barry Bryan, director of the 
MAc program in the Neeley 
School of Business, said this 
was a result of a good job mar-
ket and the program’s gradu-

ates being highly qualified.
Bryan said since the Enron 

scandal, companies are looking 
for more credibility in financial 
reporting, which has created 
a better job market for recent 
graduates eligible to take the 
CPA exam.

TCU’s CPA exam pass rate 
last year was 59 percent, 
according to the Texas State 
Board of Public Accountancy 
Web site. Seventy-eight percent 
of University of Texas students 

passed the exam, and 75 per-
cent of Texas A&M students 
passed. 

“I think we’re certainly hold-
ing our own,” Bryan said, “and 
our recruiters would tell you 
the exact same thing.”

The program’s recent suc-
cess is attracting students to 
the program, Bryan said. The 
MAc program has risen from 
17 students in 2004 to 40 stu-
dents in 2006, according to the 
TCU Fact Book.

The school has seen an 
increase in the number of 
recruiters on campus, includ-
ing three new firms, RSM 
McGladrey, Inc., Grant Thorn-
ton LLP and PKF Texas, that 
came to TCU this fall. Price-
waterhouseCoopers, one of 
the Big Four accounting firms, 
named TCU one of its key 
schools for recruiting around 
the country.

Katie Lacker, a MAc student 
who will work for Pricewater-

houseCoopers, said she is glad 
to have a job waiting for her 
when she graduates in May 
2008. 

“It’s comforting because 
we’re able to focus completely 
on school,” Lacker said. “It’s not 
like we have to worry about 
taking off school to go to an 
interview or look for jobs while 
having to study for tests too.”

Bryan said this year’s class 
was chosen from among rough-
ly 90 applicants, and enroll-

ment is based on the needs of 
the market.

“I would feel a little guilty 
to bring in more people than 
could get jobs when they fin-
ish,” Bryan said.

Bryan said TCU’s program 
will never equal the size of 
those at the University of Tex-
as and Texas A&M University. 
Texas’ program graduated 100 
students last year, according to 
the McCombs School of Busi-
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NEWS

By Bill Lindelof
McClatchy Newspapers

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — 
The six-county Sacramento, 
Calif., region is home to an 
estimated 73 “green” com-
panies, according to the 
city of Sacramento, and the 
Los Rios Community Col-
lege District wants to ready 
an environmentally aware 
work force.

The Los Rios district is 
expected today to announce 
the creation of three new 
programs at its Sacramen-
to-area campuses to train 
students in clean and green 
technology.

“With more than 70 clean 
and green companies in 
this region, we need to be 
preparing a work force,” 
Chancellor Brice Harris 

said in an interview.
The new programs include 

a solar technology techni-
cian certificate program at 
American River College, a 
green building design and 
construction certificate at 
Cosumnes River College 
and a certificate at Sacra-
mento City College in the 
field of energy management 
systems in heating, venti-
lation and air-conditioning 
equipment.z

The chancellor noted that 
new homes outfitted with 
solar power electrical sys-
tems will eventually need 
maintenance. “In addition 
to somebody knowing the 
electrical system of a home, 
they also need to know 
how that interfaces with 
the solar system,” he said.

The certificate programs 
are scheduled to begin in 
fall 2008.

The Sacramento Area 
Commerce and Trade Orga-
nization is attempting to 
recruit more green busi-
nesses to Sacramento — 
at the former Sacramento 
Army Depot.

Last month, the City 
Council approved a reso-
lution to market the old 
depot’s existing enterprise 
zone to clean-energy firms 
in an effort to make the city 
a center for the fast-growing 
industry.

Businesses within the 
enterprise zone qualify for 
financial incentives such 
as state sales tax rebates 
on equipment purchases, 
employee training funds and 

employment tax credits.
Rober t Burr is, depu-

ty director of Sacramento 
Area Commerce and Trade 
Organization, said green 
companies are interested in 
coming to the Sacramento 
region for several reasons, 
including the enterprise 
zone, research conducted 
by University of California, 
Davis, and the progressive 
practices of local utilities.

As the region grows, 
and green tech increases, 
he said, “we need a broad 
range of workers — from 
technicians in biodiesel 
facilities to installers work-
ing for solar companies, as 
well as people working in 
the business, marketing 
and administrative side of 
the industries.”

College creates ‘green’ classes
Crime in the surrounding 

area is down 3 percent for the 
same months. 

When Brooke LeBleu, fresh-
man theater major, was told 
how the crime statistics are 
recorded, she said it is mislead-
ing for the Fort Worth police 
to record the crime in the TCU 
area without clarifying that on-
campus crime is not included. 
However, LeBleu said the TCU 
Police do a good job of cre-
ating a safe environment on 
campus. 

Byrom said the best way to 
lower crime statistics is pre-
vention. 

He said crime prevention 
meetings inform people of the 
trends in crime, but not many 
people attend those meet-
ings. 

In response to crime trends 
on-campus, TCU crime preven-
tion officer Pam Christian said 
she invites specialists to come 
speak to students and edu-
cate them about how to avoid 
becoming a victim of crime. 

Christian said the TCU Police 
will also increase patrols to 
focus on high-crime areas. 

“I would encourage the 
students and their fami-
lies to come out,” Thomp-
son said. “The more people 
there, the more fun it seems 
to be.”

Last year, approximately 
800 students attended the 
Family Weekend tailgate. 
Organizers hope to have 

at least 1,200 students and 
their families in attendance 
this year, Wolfe said.

Family Weekend is today 
through Sunday. Additional 
weekend events include a 
Murder Mystery Dinner The-
atre, Spotlight TCU and the 
Senior Ring Ceremony.

For more information on 
Fowler’s performance and 
Family Weekend activities, 
visit www.familyweekend.
tcu.edu.

CRIME
From page 1

FOWLER
From page 1

ACCOUNTING
From page 1

ness Web Site, and A&M’s 
program graduated 250 stu-
dents, said James Benjamin, 
head professor of A&M’s 
accounting department.

Still, Bryan said, his goal is 
to meet or exceed their CPA 
exam pass rate.

“That’s a tall order, but 
we’re close,” Bryan said. 
“We’ve made significant 
strides.”

Bryan said accounting 
firms find Neeley’s MAc 
graduates well-prepared 
technically and analytically 
and equipped with the nec-
essary social skills.

“I think it speaks highly of 
our program in that the firms 
find our students to be very 
qualified for the entry level 
positions,” Bryan said.

Claudia Vaz, a MAc stu-
dent, said her professors 
prepare her to start work-
ing right away.

“The professors design 
the classes with a ‘what you 
need to know when you start 
working,’ approach, besides 
any additional information 
we need,” Vaz said.
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“Nothing is more conducive to peace of mind than not having any 
opinions at all.” 
                                                  — Georg Christoph Lichtenberg

The university’s new dining plan 
will offer all-you-can-eat meals in 
exchange for all-you-can-pay bills.

The dining plan, which will be imple-
mented next fall, will require students to 
swipe their ID cards at one of two main 
entry points in the new dining hall and 
stay there to eat. Though students can ask 
for any meal once inside, the food doesn’t 
leave.

The logic behind the plan is to create a 
family-style environment — a sense of com-
munity among the students — said Rick 
Flores, general manager of Dining Services. 
In reality, Dining Services is merely holding 
meals hostage.

Furthermore, the price tag for the new 
service is estimated between $1,900 and 
$2,100 per student each semester. That’s a 
pricey figure for cafeteria food.

If TCU’s mission is really to educate 
responsible citizens, the university should 
aim to teach the students how to spend 
responsibly rather than outline their budget 
for them. Set prices for each meal and let 

students show off their budgeting skills.
Though different rules apply to non-

residents, such as the option to pay at the 
door, they still have no control over the 
food they’re purchasing. This new system is 
worse than having to buy a $4 soda at the 
movie theater when a 50-cent drink from 
home would accomplish the task.

When students start opting for their favor-
ite fast-food burgers or dorm-cooked meals 
maybe the university will reconsider its 
options.

Many students, as well as faculty and 
staff, don’t have time to sit down and eat a 
half-hour meal. Between a 15-hour work-
load and a part-time job, many students 
catch a quick bite between classes or grab a 
sandwich and scramble back to their dorms 
to cram for an exam.

Yes, socialization is a nice idea, but it’s 
not feasible three times a day. The only 
thing the new dining plan will accomplish 
is significant weight loss among the student 
body.

News editor Lindsey Bever for the editorial board.

New dining plan unreasonable

Whether we’d care to 
admit it, a cell phone is a 
college student’s life.

It is our connection to 
family, friends or perhaps 

the job offer 
we’ve been 
dreaming 
about.

However, 
limited or no 
reception can 
put a damper 
on one’s life-
style.

A cell phone is mobile, so 
we should be able to call, 
text and e-mail wherever we 
go.

Therefore, phone carriers 
should go to more college 
campuses and work with the 
schools to provide, as they 
say, “more bars in more plac-
es.”

Travis Cook, director of 
business services, said Sprint 
and AT&T conducted a walk-
through survey of signal 
strength throughout the TCU 
campus this month.

He called the survey 
the “cornerstone 
of the first 
step” in 
devis-
ing a 
plan to 

improve 
TCU’s overall recep-
tion.

Last year, TCU surveyed 
students asking which areas 
on campus had the worst 
reception and for which 
phones, Cook said.

He said Sherley and Colby 
halls, Mary Couts Burnett 
Library, the Sid Richard-
son Building and basements 
across campus were the plac-
es students listed as having 
little or no reception with 
T-Mobile users having the 
most complaints.

Once the companies dis-
cover which areas need more 
signal strength, they can 
work with the school to put 
up antennas, said Terri Robi-
nett, telecommunications 
customer service representa-
tive for TCU.

Cook said phone carri-
ers working with college 
campuses are “starting to 
become more and more of a 
common thing.”

Unfortunately, not all 
phone companies are getting 
the hint.

Phone companies should 
know the college market is 
huge and full of potential 
profit. These are the people 
who can speak fluent Inter-
net slang and text 50 words 

a minute in their sleep.
The companies not reach-

ing out to universities are 
only losing customers, mon-
ey and vital opportunities.

Senior e-business major 
Rose Sulak said her room-
mate had a T-Mobile phone, 
but had very little reception 
and changed companies.

Switching companies can 
be difficult for students as 
well, especially out-of-state 
students.

Many have just started 
contracts with a carrier and 
others are in family plans.

“I’m in the family package, 
so I wouldn’t change unless 
the rates go down,” senior 
finance and accounting 
major Andrew Wilfred said.

Robinett said putting 
up antennas can be tricky 
because there are restric-
tions, and they have to be 
strategically placed. Giving 

all that decision-mak-
ing to schools leaves 
room for errors 
and more possible 
problems. Cook 

said AT&T and 
Sprint are 
working with 
TCU through-
out the pro-
cess.

Robinett 
said AT&T is 
the company 
that TCU spon-
sors, but Veri-
zon and Sprint 
also work well.

Freshman 
radio-TV-film 
major Christa 

Avery said 
reception on her Verizon 
phone is great.

“I’ve never had a dropped 
call,” Avery said. “I’ve never 
had problems.”

But what about the rest of 
us? Even those with AT&T 
or Sprint phones still have 
reception problems on cam-
pus.

Most students do not stay 
in their rooms often enough 
to use their room phone as 
their primary mode of com-
munication. With classes, 
work, sports and extracurric-
ular activities filling up their 
schedules, students need to 
be able to move freely as 
they make and receive calls.

Are we to flail our arms 
and press our heads against 
windows to get the tiniest 
flicker of reception?

Until all phone compa-
nies get the message, I guess 
we’ll have to.

Alyssa Dizon is a junior broadcast 
journalism major from Aiea, Hawaii.

Think for a moment 
about a world without mur-
der, pet mutilators and 
child kidnappers. Who 
doesn’t dream of that 
world, if not for them-
selves, then for their chil-
dren, families and friends?

We instinctively have 
strong, 
often 
uncontrol-
lable emo-
tions and 
passions 
for certain 
ideas, hob-
bies or oth-
er people, 

but when do those emo-
tions cross the line?	

Michael Vick, an NFL 
quarterback for the Atlan-
ta Falcons, admitted and 
was convicted on federal 
conspiracy charges that he 
funded and participated in 
a high stakes gambling and 
interstate dogfighting oper-
ation.

Following that convic-
tion, the Sheriff’s depart-
ment in Phoenix found 
the remains of three badly 
beaten pit bulls that had 
been buried in a home 
owned by rapper DMX. 
While no charges have 
been filed, one can assume 
that regardless of whoever 
did this, someone killed 

these animals.
We have God-given 

dominion over animals; 
no one can question or 
deny that authority. But 
when did dominion come 
to require violent acts 
to prove the power and 
authority?

Are we only violent on 
the homefront toward our 
pets?

No.
Pick up a newspaper and 

try to find a section that 
doesn’t talk about a mur-
der, rape or gun-shot vic-
tim. Try to find a newscast 
that runs more than one or 
two positive segments. It’s 
nearly impossible.

National newspapers run 
stories about corruption 

and disagreements within 
governmental bodies and 
violence makes national 
news daily.

International relations 
don’t look much brighter. 
We are right in the middle 
of a war on terror. If war 
isn’t good evidence of vio-
lence, then I need to study 
harder because I must be 
missing something. We are 
trying to attain dominion 
by violence and trying to 
gain authority by war.

The fact is that it isn’t a 
local, national and or inter-
national problem — it is a 
people problem. It includes 
local people, national peo-
ple and international peo-
ple — no exclusions.

With violence on the 

front pages of our local 
newspapers, violence top-
ping our national newscasts 
and violence unfolding dai-
ly in our international rela-
tions with other countries, 
how are we, as citizens, 
supposed to be non-violent?

We complain about vio-
lence and we want it to 
cease to exist, yet we miss 
the point that violence 
begins within us. Without 
the first punch, the first 
fighting word or the first 
shot, violence doesn’t exist.

It begins with us. Emo-
tions are hard to control 
— that’s often the beau-
ty of them. It can also be 
a person’s downfall. The 
next time you feel the urge 
to punch your friend for 
stealing your girlfriend or 
defame a house because 
you don’t agree with its 
owners, try to stop your-
self.

Strength is shown when 
one can control his or her 
own actions and tongue. It 
isn’t going to be easy, but 
what’s the harm in trying? 
You could be the beginning 
of a less violent world — a 
world you might one day 
raise children and grow old 
in.

Marissa Warms is a senior 
advertising/public relations major from 

Irving. Her column appears Fridays.

On any given day, it seems 
that when I turn on my 
TV to get my fix of nation-
al news, I get celebrities 
instead. Britney Spears, Lind-
say Lohan and Paris Hilton 
hit headlines far more often 
than they deserve.

This, I believe, is an appar-
ent fact and a nauseating 
symptom of the escapism 
that is the media.

On Wednesday, I sought 
to escape the force-feeding 
of celebrity news by turning 
to the Daily Skiff. From what 
I’ve seen, the Skiff doesn’t 

run columns on Britney’s 
parenting skills. 

I thought I was safe from 
mind-numbing non-news. 
Well, that’s what I thought 
until I hit the opinion page 
to see David Hall’s docu-
mented Facebook grievances. 

Perhaps it was a slow 
news day. Or, perhaps cer-
tain freelance columnists 
(me) have been out of com-
mission as of late, creating a 
lack of submissions on the 
opinion editor’s desk. 

For this, I apologize. But, I 
also demand apologies. 

Pithy water-cooler com-
plaints about the state of 
Facebook may be worthy of 
talk, but they are not worthy 
of ink and paper. 

So here’s the question: 
how much ink and how 
much time can we afford to 
waste on subjects like celeb-
rities and Facebook?

Honestly, during a war 
and an election cycle, can we 
not find anything other than 
Facebook to discuss? 

These are simple questions 
that I wish I didn’t need to 
ask. 

The integrity of the media 
is far too important to 
ignore infringements of rel-
evancy — however minor or 
innocuous they may seem.

If democracy is to be an 
instrument of the people, 
newspapers need to be 
worth more than the paper 
they are printed on. So I 
beg my fellow prospective 
journalists to consider the 
weight of words very seri-
ously.

Lance Webb is a junior philosophy 
and news-editorial journalism 

major from Fort Worth.

Next fall’s dining plan 
sounds absolutely absurd 
and is nothing more than 
a money-making scam.

TCU and its pawns at 
the SGA know as well 
as anyone that requir-
ing resident students to 
pay $2,000 for a “buffet” 
plan is both monopolis-
tic and unfair, especially 

with much better tasting, 
equally priced restaurants 
so near.

How many students 
are compelled to buy two 
meals at Deco Deli or 
Pond St. Grill or Sub Con-
nection before they’re full?

I am certainly not; and 
if a buffet is not going 
to benefit me, a 6-foot-1-

inch, 180-pound guy, then 
who is it going to benefit? 
All the 110-pound pack-it-
away girls on campus?

A buffet system is not 
going to cost TCU any 
more food than the cur-
rent system does.

It does, however, offer 
them a wonderful face-
value justification for rais-

ing the meal plan $500 
or more and forcing it 
on everyone from fresh-
men to seniors. And, to 
top it all off, I am just 
plain tired of the same old 
mediocre food day after 
day.

David Whisenhunt is a 
freshman economics major 
from North Richland Hills.

Commentary 

Alyssa Dizon

Commentary 

Marissa Warms

Violence stems from uncontrollable emotionsCompanies should 
improve reception

letter to the editor

sxc.hu

Buffet-style plan a university ploy for money

Celebrity, Facebook news threaten integrity of media
letter to the editor
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By JULIETA CHIQUILLO
Staff Writer

RealWorld Integrated 
Market ing Communica-
tions, an advertising agen-
cy staffed by TCU students, 
celebrates its first anniver-
sary this month.

The student-run adver-
tising agency worked on 
68 projects for 28 clients 
in its first year of opera-
tions, said the director of 
RealWorld IMC.

The agency works only 
for nonprofit organiza-
tions.

“We’re giving back to 
Fort Worth by giving the 
nonprofits a lot for their 
money,” said Claudia Butts, 
director of RealWorld.

RealWorld IMC is one 
of eight similar agencies 
in the United States, Butts 
said. 

According to RealWorld 
IMC’s Web site, the agen-
cy was born when the 
Schieffer School 
of Journal i sm 
won the Vision 
in Action grant 
in the summer 
of 2006.

One of  the 
goa l s  o f  t he 
Vision in Action 
program is to 
promote inter-
action with the 
community, said 
Tommy Thomason, director 
of the Schieffer School of 
Journalism. Nonprofit orga-
nizations need advertising 
services but cannot afford 
to go to a downtown adver-
tising agency, he said.

“We are the only student 

agency that we know of 
that has offices off cam-
pus and takes nonprofit 
clients exclusively,” Thom-
ason said.

Butts said RealWorld IMC 
is the agency of record for 
Lighthouse for the Blind 
in Fort Worth, a nonprofit 
organization that provides 
services to people who are 
visually impaired.

But ts said the agen-
cy’s current big project is 
“Christmas in Cowtown”, 
a shopping event for the 
Junior League of For t 
Worth, an organization of 
women committed to com-
munity service. The agency 
is in charge of promoting 
the event, from media plan-
ning to banners and tick-
ets, Butts said.

According to RealWorld 
IMC’s Web site, the agen-
cy is staffed by students 
majoring in advertising/
public relations, marketing, 

graphic design 
and photogra-
phy.

C u r r e n t l y 
there  a re  12 
interns at the 
agency,  But t s 
said.

T h o m a s o n 
said the agen-
cy was created 
because adver-
t i s i n g /p u b l i c 

relations students didn’t 
have oppor tun it ies to 
gain experience on cam-
pus, unlike broadcast and 
news-editorial journalism 
students who have outlets 
in the TCU Daily Skiff, 
Image magazine and TCU 

News Now.
“For our graduates, the 

issue is not so much what 
courses they took or what 
grades they made, but it’s 
what kind of practical expe-
rience resulting in portfo-
lio items that they bring 
to the table for a poten-
tial employer,” Thomason 
said.

Thomason said the dif-
ference between being an 
intern at a local agency 
and working for RealWorld 
IMC is that students at local 
agencies usually work in the 
periphery whereas RealWorld 
IMC interns are at the cen-
ter of the agency, from initial 
meetings with clients to the 
development of projects and 
campaigns.

“They get better qual-
ity experience,” Thomason 
said.

Butts, a TCU graphic arts 
graduate with extensive 
local experience in advertis-
ing, said she and copy chief 
Margaret Ritsch advise stu-
dents before sending them to 
clients. Some organizations 
continue with the agency, but 
the list of clients is always 
rotating, she said.

Alana Villegas, a senior 
advertising/public relations 
and psychology major and 
one of the agency’s founding 
members, said RealWorld IMC 
operates like any other agen-
cy. Each client is assigned to 
a small team of students, who 
are in charge of managing 
the account, she said.

“Everything we do is real,” 
Villegas said. “It’s not a class 
project — that’s why we 
called it RealWorld.”

“We’re giving back 
to Fort Worth 
by giving the 

nonprofits a lot 

for their money.”
Claudia Butts

director of 

RealWorld

By MARCUS MURPHREE
Associate Editor

Two men, one game, a mis-
sion, a hope, a passion: “Don-
key Kong.” 

Wait. “Donkey Kong” — 
the video game with the large 
ape-like creature who throws 
barrels at Mario as he ascends 
the steel girders of the con-
struction site?

“King of Kong: A Fistful of 
Quarters” is the story of arcade 
game gurus Billy Mitchell and 
Steve Wiebe, and it has been 
taking a trip through indepen-
dent movie theaters nation-
wide. Last Friday it made its 
premiere in Fort Worth at the 
newly opened Hulen Movie 
Tavern.

Documentary films some-
times have trouble establish-
ing a plot and finding story 
twists when it is factual infor-
mation being put into a cin-
ematic feature, but director 
Seth Gordon managed to 
uncover a story full of con-
troversy, deceit and villainy 
with real-life characters.

Basically, there are two men 
who are competing for the title 
of the world’s best D”onkey 
Kong” arcade player: Billy 
Mitchell, known as the “Gam-
er of the Century” by Time 
magazine, and Steve Wiebe, 
the man who will always be 
second best at everything. 
Mitchell is a suave classic gam-
er who knows that being the 
best takes hard work and sac-
rifice; he is determined not to 
relinquish his title to a nobody 
from Redmond, Wash. Wiebe 
is the delightfully mediocre 

family man who lost his job 
with Boeing and went on to 
find comfort in Donkey Kong. 
Mitchell is the best, but Wiebe 
wants the title and sets out to 
become the Guinness Book of 
World Records holder for high-
est “Donkey Kong” score.

When Wiebe initially sets 
the record scores for both 
“Donkey Kong” and “Don-
key Kong Jr.,” Mitchell takes 
on the role of an arcade 
Joseph Stalin using his gam-
ing Kremlins to ruin the man 
who briefly took his throne. 
With a simple phone call and 
a quick score update, Billy 
Mitchell returns to the top 
leaving Wiebe in pursuit of 
video game nirvana. 

What follows is the tale of 
heartbreak as Wiebe tries to 
regain his title, but he is at 
the mercy of Mitchell and his 
flunkies. The raw emotion 
and the tears shed by the man 
who will always be second-
best reveal a downtrodden 
protagonist who differs from 
the conniving Mitchell. 

There is a moral that shows 
being the best doesn’t always 
make a man the favorite in 
a competitive atmosphere. 
That, and anyone who has 
ever wasted a Saturday after-
noon locked in their bed-
room playing video games 
should not be ashamed of 
an afternoon in front of an 
electronic screen.  

Steve Wiebe has set a world record on the arcade video game Donkey Kong Junior.

Gamers 
vie for 
history

MOVIE REVIEW

ROD MAR / Seattle Times via MCT

Campus PR firm joins 
students with clients
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By Megan Mowery
Staff Reporer

The theme for this year’s 
Texas State Fair, “The Sky’s the 
Limit,” might not apply to the 
attractions alone. 

The economic impact the 
fair has on Dallas annually is 
approximately $350 million, and 
the food and ride revenues in 
2006 reached a record-breaking 
$26 million, said Nancy Wiley, 
a public relations consultant for 
the fair. 

The fair offers more than 
200 concessions, and the No. 
1 reason people come to the 
fair is the food, Wiley said. 
About three million fairgoers 
are expected during the event’s 
24 days, Wiley said. 

The University of Texas ver-
sus the University of Oklahoma 
football game has been played 
at the Cotton Bowl stadium dur-
ing the fair since 1929, Wiley 
said. The tradition will continue 
this year Oct. 6. 

By Brett Larson
Staff Reporter

His job is to fly more than 100 feet 
through the air feeling 9 Gs of force 
wrench his body. This is double the 
amount of force experienced on The 
Texas Giant at Six Flags Over Texas. 

David “the Bullet” Smith Jr. is a 
human cannonball from Missouri. 
That’s right, a human cannonball.

He gets paid to be launched out 
of a cannon for the enjoyment of a 
crowd.

As a part of the State Fair of Texas 
and its “The Sky’s the Limit!” theme, 
the Bullet is bringing his act to Dal-
las. 

Fair officials first contacted Smith 
Jr. last November when fair president, 
Errol McKoy, saw his show.

Sue Gooding, the director of public 
relations and marketing for the fair, 
said Smith Jr. is an obvious choice for 
this year’s fair.

“His show is a natural tie-in to our 
theme,” Gooding said in an e-mail. “It 
is an unusual and entertaining perfor-
mance that will thrill fairgoers.”

And in keeping with the fair’s 
theme, The Bullet is among several 
additions designed to keep fairgoers 
eyes pointing skyward.

Along with the human cannonball, 
the fair features a new gondola ride 
that runs through the park and the 
person who hold’s the world record 
for constructing the tallest playing 
card tower.

Like Father, Like Son
Smith Jr’s. career started with his 

family.  
The Bullet’s father, David Smith Sr., 

was a school teacher when he decided 
to become a human cannonball. 

Smith Sr. was soon a world lead-
er in the cannonball field, setting 
records for flight distance and shock-
ing crowds far and wide.

Keeping the act in the family, Smith 
Sr.  passed down the art of human 
cannonballing to his son, Smith Jr., 
two of his daughters and a niece.

“My mom had seven kids,” The Bul-
let said. “Every one of them has been 
shot out of a cannon a few times. It’s 
something that you’ve got to do at 
least a few times.” 

The Bullet is a former world record 
holder for distance shot from a can-
non, a record he took from his father. 
Smith Sr. later recaptured the record 
from him with a launch of more than 
200 feet.

“He and I are the only two in the 
world that can do that,” Smith Jr. said. 
“He told me, ‘Son, I want to break 200 
feet before my body can’t handle it 
anymore.’”

Don’t ask the Bullet or his human 
cannonball performing family how 
their cannons work, because it is a 
closely guarded family secret.

“My dad designed and created 
our cannons,” Smith Jr. said. “The 
way they work is kind of a family 
secret.”

No Pain, No Gain
The Bullet said the real skill 

involved with cannonballing is 
being able to fly. 

“The acrobatic part is knowing 
how to fly,” he said/ “You’ve got to 
be able to resist at least 9 G’s of pres-
sure when that cannon fires.”

The average cannon sends the 
Bullet 75 feet in the air, an expe-
rience he compared to launching 
oneself 150 feet out of a seven story 
building.

If during any launch he exited 
sideways even a little bit, Smith Jr. 
has to know how to straighten his 
body mid-air, locate his target and 
land perfectly on his back.

The cannonball business is one 
where mistakes can be painful. The 
Bullet has hurt his back, broken 
bones, suffered concussions and 
pulled countless muscles.

“I’ve pulled muscles that I didn’t 
know I had,” Smith Jr. said. “That 
landing is absolutely unforgiving. 
There’s one way to land and there’s 
no other. Anything else is broken 
bones at least.”

Audrey Smith, his wife, said injury 
is always a very big concern and an 
everyday battle. In one instance last 
year, Smith Jr.’s back was so hurt his 
father had to be flown in to finish 
the rest of the act.

“His back got to the point where 
it was uncertain if he was going to 
be ready for the cannon shot or if he 

was going to retire to the Caymans 
forever,” Audrey Smith said.

Performing through the pain is 
common for the Bullet, who knows 
there are few replacements if he 
goes down.

“I can’t call in sick to work,” the 
Bullet said. “What do you do? Who 
do you call? They’ve invested so 
much time and effort and publicity 
for me to go over there and say ‘No 
I can’t do a show my back hurts.’ I 
couldn’t do that.” 

Up, Up and Away
Smith Jr. tours the world with his 

act, performing in front of millions 
of fans. He is launched out of a can-
non as often as 60 to 80 times a 
month and claims more than 600 
launches in 2006.

Audrey Smith and their children 
travel with Smith Jr., seeing the 
world as they go.

There are benefits and drawbacks 
of being married to the human can-
nonball, Audrey Smith said.

With constant movement and 
bookings, Audrey Smith said 24 
hours does not always seem like 
enough time in a day.

With their combined years of 
experience in the circus and as trav-
eling entertainers they somehow get 
through it all, Audrey Smith said.

The Next Generation
The Bullet met his wife in a cir-

cus where the two of them worked 
together.

The relationship evolved quickly. 
Smith Jr. and Audrey Smith were 
engaged, married and expecting 
a child all within six months after 
their first date.

As for whether the family tradition 
of human cannonballs will continue, 
Smith Jr. said only time will tell for 
his four young children. 

“I’ve got a 3-year-old 
daughter Chloe, who 
is my biggest fan,” 
the Bullet said. 
“ She  i s 
going to 
be a 

cannonball, is what she says.” 
Audrey Smith said, for Christmas, 

Chloe Smith asked for her first can-
non, which she has yet to receive.

“A little early to tell, but if any-
one wants to be one it’s her,” the 
Bullet  said.

Audrey Smith agreed it was still 
too early to tell if any of their chil-
dren would ever become human 
cannonballs, but the prospect of it 
is both frightening and exciting.

“As a mother, you sure can’t hope 
that your child ever gets shot out of a 
cannon,” Audrey Smith said. “On the 
other hand, if they have the mental 
and physical mobility to become a 
human cannonball it wouldn’t be 
that bad.”

With the best human cannonball 
teachers available, Audrey Smith said 
having children as human cannon-
balls is definitely a possibility.

“I can tell you right now that out 
of four children we probably have 
two of them that are very possible 
candidates,” Audrey Smith  said.

For all of those who have not seen 
a human cannonball before, the 
Bullet said that it is something that 
should be experienced firsthand.

“When your friends go and see 
and come back and tell you ‘You’ve 
got to go and see the human can-
nonball,’ I don’t think you under-
stand just how crazy it is,” he 
said. “It’s something that is a 
live stunt. It’s not something 
you watch on TV.”

Dropping Jaws
The Bullet 

has expe-
rienced 
every 

response imaginable from peo-
ple watching his show, and now 
Texans will be able to throw in 
their opinions as well.

“I’ve had every reaction,” the Bul-
let said. “If people say it’s crazy, 
you know what, maybe it is. I’ve 
watched my dad do this, and I’ve 
said, ‘Oh, my God I can’t believe 
I do that.’ I hope that everybody 
thinks it’s crazy at the end of it.” 

This will be the Bullet’s first trip 
to the Texas State Fair, which he 
said he is looking forward to. 

“I hear it’s the biggest and 
the best,” he said. “Every-
thing’s bigger in Texas. I 
look forward to spending 
almost a month with 
them.”

The Bullet will be 
blasting across Gate-
way Plaza twice a 
day, with an added 
show Saturday 
and Sunday at 
the State Fair 
of Texas .

THE ART OF FLYING

Texas State Fair returns with old favorites, new attractions

‘The Bullet’ 
to shoot through 
Texas clouds

max landman / Designer

Courtesy of Big Tex PR

David “the Bullet” Smith Jr., a human cannonball, is one of the many attractions that will keep fairgoers’ eyes pointing upward at this year’s 
Texas State Fair. His average launch sends him flying 75 feet in the air.

Courtesy of Big Tex PR

A free-flight bird show, show-
cased four times a day, is one 
of the highlights at the Texas 
State Fair. Returning for the 20th 
consecutive year, the show fea-
tures feathered performers from 
around the world. 
Where: Band Shell  
Cost: Free

The sky is the limit for card-
stacker Brian Berg. Appearing at 
the Texas State Fair for the first 
time, Berg will attempt to beat 
his previous Guinness World 
Record for the tallest house of 
cards. Berg holds two Guinness 
World Records, one of which 
he accomplished in 1992 at the 
age of 17.
Where: African American 
Museum 
Cost: Free

Pigs will be flying this year 
at the Texas State Fair. That’s 
right, the pig races are back by 
popular demand this year at the 
Texas State Fair. Get a chance 
to watch these speedy pigs per-
form three shows a day. 
Where: TXU Energy Arena 
Cost: Free

The new gondola ride, Tex-
as SkyWay covers more than 
1800 feet from one station to 
the next. Situated 65 feet off 
the ground, the SkyWay gives 
riders a view from above the 
state fair. 
Where: Midway
Cost: 10 50-cent coupons

The fair also features the 
12-story Texas Star Ferris 
Wheel, one of more than 70 
rides offered at the State Fair. 
The Texas Star is the largest 
ferris wheel in North America, 
which stands 212 feet high. 
Where: Midway
Cost: 11 50-cent coupons
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By Andrew Baggarly
San Jose Mercury News

For many in the organiza-
tion, including owner Peter 
Magowan, Barry Bonds’ first 
home run as a Giant will 
remain the most singular in 
memory. It came the first time 
he stepped into the batter’s 
box in 1993, cutting through 
the cold at Candlestick Park.

Wednesday night, 15 sea-
sons after he revitalized a 
franchise, Bonds couldn’t 
exit with the same punctua-
tion. He slapped his bat with 
his hand in resignation imme-
diately after hitting a fastball 
from Jake Peavy that died at 
the warning track.

Six innings, three at-bats, 
two tappers on the infield and 

a flyball to the track. Then it 
was time to say goodbye.

Like a perfect showman, 
Bonds kept the changes want-
ing more.

Fifteen years after com-
ing home to the team of his 
boyhood and 50 days after 
surpassing Hank Aaron as 
the all-time home run king, 
Bonds waved farewell to a sell-
out crowd of 42,926 at AT&T 
Park.

In their home finale, the 
Giants lost 11-3 to the San 
Diego Padres, who retained 
a one-game lead over Phila-
delphia and Colorado in the 
National League wild-card 
standings.

Bonds couldn’t hit the ball 
out of the infield in his first 

New home run king* waves goodbye
two trips against leading Cy 
Young Award contender Peavy. 
He limped after balls in left 
field on his sprained toe.

But he remained in the game 
for one more at-bat, and once 
the Padres had built a com-
fortable lead, he knew Peavy 
would throw him straight 
heat. Bonds hit a 2-0 pitch 
to right-center and the crowd 
gasped, but the 43-year-old 
slugger instantly recognized 
he didn’t get all of it.

The fly-out ended the inning 
and Bonds wrapped his arms 
around Peavy. Then he waved 
to the crowd and descended 
into the dugout where team-
mates met him. He waited 
almost a minute as the crowd 
chanted his name before trot-
ting out to acknowledge them 
with a curtain call.

Then he grabbed his bats 
and headed down the tunnel, 
where his family met him at 
the clubhouse door.

If Bonds had connected a 

few millimeters lower on the 
barrel from Peavy, he might 
have cleared the fence and 
exited just like Ted Williams, 

who hit a home run in his final 
at-bat with the Red Sox and 
then skipped a three-game 
series at Yankee Stadium.

Unlike Williams in 1960, 
Bonds has pledged to play 
on. But because he is such a 
polarizing figure — his 756th 
home run ball will have an 
asterisk branded on its hide 
before it is shipped to the 
Hall of Fame — Bonds might 
decide retirement is a better 
option than anything he finds 
on the free-agent market.

If so, the record will stand 
at 762. Bonds’ final home run 
swing as a Giant — and per-
haps ever — came Sept. 5 at 
Coors Field on a 99 mph fast-
ball from the Colorado Rock-
ies’ Ubaldo Jimenez.

Bonds was playing for the 
first time since Sept. 15, when 
he sprained the big toe on his 
right foot in an off-balance 
attempt to catch a ball at the 
warning track.

The left-field bleachers 

were crowded with signs, 
flashbulbs and hero worship. 
The fans stood and applaud-
ed Bonds each time he jogged 
to left field, and he acknowl-
edged them with a wave or a 
waggle of his cap.

One female fan wearing a 
Bonds jersey and no shoes 
wasn’t satisfied with her 
glimpse from the stands. 
She trespassed onto the field 
before the sixth inning but 
couldn’t stutter-step past 
security officials who imme-
diately surrounded Bonds.

A hopeful armada of kay-
aks and dinghies, which 
could be decommissioned in 
the post-Bonds era, gathered 
in McCovey Cove for one last 
attempt to claim waterlogged 
history.

Vendors made constant 
trips below the concourse 
to resupply themselves with 
Bonds programs and pins. 
Five-dollar shares of Google 
wouldn’t have sold as fast.

San Francisco Giants slugger Barry Bonds appears during a game against the Washington Nationals at RFK Stadium in 
Washington, D.C., on Sept. 1. 

Chuck Kennedy /  MCT



By Dick Weiss
New York Daily News

NEW YORK — West Virginia’s 
sensational running back Noel 
Devine may only be a freshman, 
but he refuses to have his star 
totally eclipsed by quarterback 
Pat White and running back 
Steve Slaton. Both White and 
Slaton are legitimate Heisman 
Trophy candidates. The 5-8, 175-
pound Devine will be one by 
this time next fall.

West Virginia coach Rich 
Rodriguez has a history of 
bringing freshmen along 
slowly. But Devine is a mete-
or, a Barry Sanders clone in 
Rodriguez’s creative spread 
offense, which is averaging 
47.2 points and 357 yards per 

game. Devine, a high school 
All-American from North 
Fort Myers (Fla.) High, has 
already become a huge hit 
on YouTube.com by making 
all the right moves for WVU 
(4-0).

He has rushed for 276 yards 
and three TDs and has an 
11.1-yard-per-carry average 
as a backup to Slaton, who 
has rushed for more than 100 
yards in each game and scored 
nine touchdowns. Devine 
created his own highlight 
reel the third game of this 
season when he raced for 
136 yards in just five car-
ries and ripped off runs of 
31 and 76 yards in the third 
quarter of West Virginia’s 
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By TIM BELLA
Sports Editor

The experience gained 
from last year’s record-
breaking season should 
provide a strong start for 
the r i f le team’s season 
opener at the Horned Frog 
Invitational, the head coach 
said.

Head coach Karen Monez 
said the experience this 
season’s group of sopho-
mores gained as freshmen 
should prove beneficial. 
The team did not finish 
lower than second until 
their fifth-place finish at 
the NCAA Championships 
— the first appearance in 
the program’s history.

“We’re just so much fur-
ther ahead with this first 
competition,” Monez said. 
“I think we’ll start a lot 
stronger.”

Lauren Sullivan, a sopho-
more who shares the school 
record in the 60-shot air 
rif le and 60-shot small-
bore competitions, said 
the team has been work-
ing to regain its comfort 
in their positions. She said 
high practice scores in the 
weeks leading up to Satur-
day are encouraging to say 
the least.

“I feel like we’re doing 
even better this year,” Sul-
livan said. “Our practice 
scores have been better 

than all of our scores last 
year, so hopefully that will 
be really promising this 
season.

“We’re definitely hoping 
for a win,” Sullivan said.

The familiarity between 
the Horned Frogs and the 
teams they are compet-
ing against this weekend, 
UTEP and the University 
of Nevada at Reno, will 
prove to be exciting, Sul-
livan said. 

The squad had five meet-
ings with UNR last season 
and another three meetings 
against UTEP.

Sophomore Erin Loren-
zen said she is looking 
forward to Saturday’s com-
petition and that the team 

should do “pretty well.” She 
said the team is not focus-
ing on the pressure of try-
ing to repeat last season’s 
success. Instead, the team 
is focusing on the “pressure 
that we want to do better,” 
Lorenzen said. 

Last season’s All-Ameri-
cans Sullivan, Lorenzen and 
sophomore Simone Riford 
are returning this season. 
Even with last year’s nation-
al recognition, Monez said 
there is no added pressure 
on the trio.

“I think they’re very 
capable shooters, very tal-
ented,” Monez said. “I think 
they expect to come back 
and perform even better 
than they did last year.”

Team shoots for repeat success
Rifle

Linda Kaye / TCU Athletics

Junior Tanya Gorin finished seventh with a score of 565 at a tournament hosted 
by Nevada-Reno last year. 

Ranked runners stride to Cowboy Jamboree
After cracking into the top-15 ranks this past week, both 

cross country teams head to Stillwater, Okla. for the 71st 
annual Cowboy Jamboree. 

The men’s team is No. 13 in the NCAA South-Central 
Region while the women’s team is No. 10, according to 
the recent results from the U.S. Track and Field and Cross 
Country Coaches Association. 

Leading the men’s team into Stillwater is sophomore 
Festus Kigen, who is yet to finish less than second place 
in any race this season. He recently received Mountain 
West Conference Athlete of the Week honors for his per-
formance at the Texas A&M Invitational.

The women’s team is carried by freshman Tanja Ivandic, 
sophomore Dani Selner and junior Ashley Young. Ivandic 
and Young were the top two finishers for the women’s team 
at the A&M Invite finishing eight seconds apart finishing 
near the top third of the pack.

Associate editor Marcus Murphree

Full team awaits competition in second tourney
The TCU men’s tennis team will be in Tulsa, Okla.  Sat-

urday competing in their second tournament of the season. 
The team will be competing in the Ralph Lauren Men’s 
All-American Championship . 

After a pair of wins by three  freshmen last weekend 
at the Baylor Intercollegiate, the team will play all day at 
the University of Tulsa .  

Senior, Cosmin Cotet,  currently ranked No. 54  will 
join the TCU  team this weekend after sitting out in the 
opening tournament because of the USA F23 Futures tour-
nament.  

Staff reporter Ana Bak

Divided roster heads to separate competitions 
After sitting on the bench last season because of trans-

fer rules, junior Macall Harkins  will team up with Anna 
Sydorska  in the prequalifying game on Saturday to com-
pete in the Riviera/ITA Women’s All-American Champi-
onsips  in Pacific Palisades, Calif . 

The women’s tennis team will split up this weekend, 
three players competing in the HEB Baylor Invitational in 
Waco  and four playing in the ITA All-American in Calif. 

The team welcomes two new players, freshmen Maria 
Babanova  and Idunn Hertzberg.  

Staff reporter Ana Bak

QUICK SPORTS

31-14 victory at Maryland.
Devine, 19, will have a 

homecoming of sorts Friday 
night when the fifth-ranked 
Mountaineers play 18th-
ranked South Florida (3-0) 
in an 8 p.m. ESPN game at 
sold-out 65,000-seat Ray-
mond James Stadium in Tam-
pa, about 120 miles from Fort 
Myers. This is being charac-
terized as the biggest game 
in the Bulls’ 11-year history, 
even bigger than USF’s stun-
ning 24-19 victory over WVU 
in Morgantown last year. The 
Bulls are limiting opponents 
to just 79 rushing yards a 
game rushing and should 
provide a challenge.

Devine’s life has been 
filled with them. He lost 
his father when he was 3 
months old and his mother 
when he was 12, both to the 
AIDS virus. At 16 he saw 
one of his best friends killed 
in a confrontation with a 
rival group. He moved out 
of his grandmother’s house 
because he felt she was too 
strict and has been living at 
the home of an ex-teammate 
for several years. He reject-
ed Deion Sanders’ attempts 
to adopt him and, finally, 
he fathered two children, 
ages 1 and 2, by different 
mothers.

It’s a lot to absorb.
Devine was a football prod-

igy. Administrators at his high 
school brought his situation 
to the attention of Sanders, 
the former Pro Bowl defen-
sive back from Florida State 
who was a 1985 graduate of 
North Fort Myers, seeking his 
help. Sanders met Devine and 
brought him to training camp 
with the Baltimore Ravens. 
Devine then accompanied 
Sanders to his Prosper, Tex. 
ranch with the intent of get-
ting a fresh start.

At one point, Sanders 
received approval from 
Devine’s grandmother, his 
legal guardian, to apply 
for adoption. But after two 
weeks, Devine rejected the 
idea, returning to Florida 
and leaving Sanders’ Cadillac 
SUV at the curb of Dallas/Fort 
Worth International Airport, 
with the motor running.

Sanders reportedly was 
devastated. But he has 
remained close, refusing 
to abandon the kid. As for 
Devine, he had a spectacu-
lar senior year on the field, 
rushing for 2,148 yards and 
31 TDs and earning a spot in 
the All-American game.

Hokie back making huge gains
COMMENTARY
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By John Harper
New York Daily News

NEW YORK — On July 1, 
the day that I set myself up 
for ridicule by declaring the 
Yankees dead, it is worth 
remembering Andy Pettitte 
failed to last two innings 
against the A’s and Joe Torre 
was so tired of watching Bob-
by Abreu and Hideki Matsui 
give away at-bats that he bat-
ted Robinson Cano in the No. 
3 spot.

Furthermore, the Yanks had 
lost nine of 11 games to fall to 
37-41, and at the time, not even 
die-hard fans, at least none out-
side of Lincoln, Neb., could have 
picked Joba Chamberlain out of 
a police lineup.

So, um, does that cut me any 
slack with the jury of pinstriped 
loyalists, your honor?

Didn’t think so.
All right, so my time has come 

to officially answer for being prov-
en dead wrong, as the Yankees 
on Wednesday night clinched a 
playoff berth for the 13th straight 
season, and the 12th in a row 
under Torre’s guidance.

Not that I haven’t had time to 
prepare. By the second week in 
August, during a weekend sweep 
of the Indians in Cleveland, I 
knew I’d written them off too 
soon. By then, with the help 
of an infusion of youth, they 
looked and sounded like an 
entirely different ballclub from 
the one that had dragged its tail 
through the first three months 
of the season.

The bottom line is that I 
should have known better. 
Usually it’s baseball writers like 
myself who are always telling 
fans to be patient, reminding 
them in May and June that the 
season is longer than they can 
imagine, that a team as talented 
as the Yankees benefits from the 
six months it takes to sort out the 

best and the worst teams.
In this case, I was doing a lot 

of that early this season, some of 
it with the sports editor of this 
newspaper, who was predicting 
doom and gloom for the Yan-
kees, not to mention something 
like 162 errors for Derek Jeter, 
way back in April.

But you watch enough bad 
baseball and it wears down 
your patience. Watch enough 
of the lethargic, seemingly 
passionless baseball the Yan-
kees were playing in April, 
May, and June, and you get 
sick of writing about how 
much time there is to make 
everything right.

Not that I was merely desperate 
for a column that day. By then I 
was convinced this was the 
season in which age finally 
caught up with the Yankees. 
Abreu, Matsui and Johnny 
Damon all looked like they 
were ready for the Senior 
Tour, not to mention Roger 
Clemens and Mike Mussina.

Beyond various levels of 
resurgence by each of them, 
there have been two devel-
opments no one could have 
predicted.

Most significantly, the young 
pitching saved the season. At the 
time the Yankees were saying 
Phil Hughes might not be back 
until September, and while he 
hasn’t been the phenom every-
one predicted, as his leg injuries 
seem to have stolen some life 
from his fastball, he did help 
stabilize the starting rotation. 
Same goes for Ian Kennedy.

And then there is Chamber-
lain, the darling of Yankee fans, 
whose impact can’t be overstat-
ed. On July 1, Joba was merely 
an impressive first-year minor 
leaguer, still three weeks from 
being promoted to Triple-A and 
tried as a reliever.

Secondly, the math seemed 

prohibitive, mainly because I 
wasn’t counting on the Tigers 
collapsing.

I thought it would take 95 wins 
to beat out either the Indians 
or the Tigers for the wild-card 
berth, which meant the Yankees 
would need to go 58-26 the rest 
of the way. Had that been the 
case, this last week might have 
been filled with suspense, but 
the Tigers fell apart, and so while 
the Yankees have surged, going 
54-26, it took only 91 wins to 
clinch the wild card.

Anyway, it’s made for an 
interesting second half. At some 
point I stopped rooting for my 

prediction to hold up and just 
enjoyed watching the baseball 
the Yankees gave us the last 
couple of months — full of the 
energy and passion that was 
missing during the first half.

Indeed, as it heads to the 
postseason, this Yankee 
team seems to be showing 
more joy than any since the 
`90s. For once the Yanks 
don’t seem dragged down 
by organizational expecta-
tions, perhaps because they 
had to fight their way out of 
the huge hole they dug.

They fooled a lot of people 
along the way. Pass the salt.

Audrey C. Tiernan / Newsday via MCT

New York Yankees reliever Joba Chamberlain reacts after getting the Toronto Blue 
Jays’ Adam Lind to strike out and end the eighth inning Sunday. The Yankees clinched 
a playoff spot Wednesday with a 12-4 win against Tampa Bay.

COMMENTARY

Bronx Bombers return from May funk
Fantasy

From page 18

Week 3 Matchups: 

Green Bay at Minnesota: 
This NFC North clash will 

provide another measuring 
stick for the 3-0 Packers. 
Adrian Peterson is a no-
brainer starter and should 
get his 100 yards rushing 
and a score, but don’t expect 
for any other Vikings starter 
to post significant numbers. 
The real test of this game 
will be Green Bay’s offense 
against Minnesota’s stingy 
defense. 

Houston at Atlanta: 
The Texans held their own 

against the Colts last week, 
but added more injuries in 
the process. Houston is now 
looking dangerously thin at 
wide receiver with Andre 
Johnson and Jacoby Jones 
both out as well as having 
running backs Ahman Green 
and Ron Dayne banged up. 
Samkon Gado and Andre 
Davis will be their replace-
ments, at least in role. The 
only real lock in this game is 
the very good Texans defense 
against the very bad Falcons 
offense. 

St. Louis at Dallas: 
Don’t look now but Dallas’ 

defense is getting on track. 
In the last two games, Da’ 

Boys have racked up nine 
turnovers, a touchdown and 
five sacks. Look for those 
numbers to improve against 
a Rams offense that has 
been disappointing. There 
isn’t enough space in this 
column to for a list of all the 
injured St. Louis offensive 
players, which includes its 
starting running back, tack-
le, guard, two wide receivers 
and quarterback Marc Bulg-
er. What I’m trying to say 
is that this could end very 
badly for the Rams. 

Kansas City at San Diego: 
This could be the week 

the Chargers get themselves 
back on track due to Kansas 
City’s defense. San Diego will 
stop Larry Johnson, although 
Bowe will sneak by them for 
about 80 yards receiving and 
a score. 

New England at Cincinnati: 
Cincinnati better pray for 

an offensive shootout Mon-
day night because there is 
no way their defense can 
contain the high-powered 
Patriots offense. If you 
have a solid defense with a 
better matchup, it may be 
worth exploring this week, 
as opposed to starting New 
England against a strong 
Bengals offense that will be 
playing from behind. Rudi 
Johnson will be limited if 
he plays with his hamstring 
injury.

said that the Frogs will 
have to excel in all parts 
of the game, because the 
Rams are not likely to make 
a lot of mistakes.

“They’re one of the teams you 
got to beat,” Patterson said.

The Rams come to Fort 

Worth after losing to Hous-
ton. With three tough loss-
es in a row, Patterson said 
the Rams come into Amon 
Carter Stadium with a lot 
to play for.

“We’re trying to get to 1-1 
in the conference, and they 
haven’t played any confer-
ence games,” Pat terson 
said. “So their motivation is 
they have a new season.”

Football
From page 18
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Today’s Crossword

Etc. 17Friday, September 28, 2007

Q: What did one earthquake say to another? 

A: It’s not my fault!

Worth a Laugh — but only one
48 B.C.: Upon landing in Egypt, Roman general 
and politician Pompey is murdered on orders of 
King Ptolemy of Egypt. 

TODAY IN HISTORY

Sponsored by:

SUDOKU PUZZLE

Directions
Fill in the grid so 
that every 3x3 box, 
row and column 
contains the digits 
1 through 9 without 
repeating numbers.

Get tips and more solutions  
at www.sudoku.com

www.dailyskiff.com • www.dailyskifF.com • www.dailyskiff.com

See Tuesday’s paper for answers to today’s crossword.

See Tuesday’s 
paper for answers 

to today’s 
Sudoku puzzle.

Thursday’s Solutions
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GAME DAY

By ERICK MOEN
Staff Writer

When I was growing up, 
the most exciting times of the 
year were always on Sunday 
and always during the football 
season.

The best 
of these fall 
Sundays came 
when Dallas 
would play 
Green Bay or 
San Francisco, 
all three of 
whom were 
top teams in 

the NFL. The latest decade had 
seen them decline into obscu-
rity, but to quote Thin Lizzy, 
“The boys are back in town,” 
with all three of the teams 
now leading their respective 
divisions. 

But before we get into 
this week’s stuff, here are 
my thoughts:

1. Why is everyone pro-
claiming Donovan McNabb 
healed after beating Detroit? 
This is the same team that 
has been the focal point of 
every NFL joke since the 
departure of Barry Sand-
ers. Philadelphia’s win last 
week said more about how 
overrated the Lions are than 
it did about how good the 
Eagles can be. 

2. It is now obvious Jerry 
Jones made the right deci-
sion to pass on Norv Turner 
and hire Wade Phillips. The 
Chargers and Cowboys are 
two teams on very differ-
ent tracks three weeks into 
the season. But hey, at least 
Turner didn’t get stuck with 

the Falcons job.
And now the main event, 

this week’s top three waiver 
wire adds and the matchups 
to keep an eye on.

Waiver Wire Adds:
Brian Leonard (RB-STL): 

Meet the new starting run-
ning back for the St. Louis 
Rams. The talented rookie 
from Rutgers is taking over 
for an injured and ineffective 
Steven Jackson. The coaches 
have liked what they have 
seen from Leonard so far 
and I’m betting if you are 
in need of a running back 
the next couple of weeks, 
you will too.

Nate Washington (WR-
PIT): Another new face, but 
this one plays for a great 
team with a solid passing 
attack and a soft sched-
ule the next few weeks. 
Washington was good for 
the Steelers last year with 
a struggling Ben Roethlis-
berger, so he could turn in 
some great fantasy numbers 
while starting for the injured 
Hines Ward.

Dwayne Bowe (WR-KC): 
The only pickup for this 
week that has some lasting 
value outside of the next 
couple of weeks. He has 
emerged as the best wide 
receiver on this very bad 
receiving team. Although 
his quarterback will limit his 
potential, he has been con-
sistent the first couple weeks 
of the season, and you can’t 
find many teams’ No. 1 wide-
outs on the waiver wire.

Commentary 

Erick Moen

By CAROLINE LOCKWOOD
Staff Reporter

The Horned Frogs have 
learned in the past not to 
judge a team by its record. 
With the Colorado State 
Rams coming into Sat-
urday’s game at 0-3 this 
season, head coach Gary 
Patterson said the Rams 
will be a tougher opponent 
than they appear. 

“We’re going to have to play 
our best football game to this 
date to be able to win this 
ball game,” Patterson said. 

The Frogs head into Sat-
urday’s game at 2-2 follow-
ing a 21-7 victory against 
SMU. In order to have its 
first winning streak of the 
season, Patterson said the 
team must improve from 
last week. 

One aspect of the game 
Patterson said his team must 
improve on is the amount 
of turnovers the offense has 
committed. The offense has 
committed 11 turnovers this 
season — more than half the 
turnovers committed during 
the 2006 campaign. 

“If we would’ve scored 
and didn’t turn the ball over 
the last two weeks in the 
Air Force and SMU game, 
we probably would’ve 
scored 14 more points in 
both ball games,” Patter-
son said. 

On offense, both redshirt 
freshman Andy Dalton and 
sophomore Marcus Jackson 
will share snaps at quarterback 
as they did in the SMU game. 

Junior center Blake Schlu-
eter said though there may 
be some competition at the 
quarterback position, there 
is no controversy. 

“We have two great quar-
terbacks who are very capa-
ble of leading our offense 
as they have both shown 
this season,” Schlueter said. 
“Whoever is quarterback, we’re 
totally going to be behind him, 
support him and block for him 
just the same.” 

Junior running back Aaron 
Brown will be back for his 
third game of the season, and 
Patterson said that he will 
be in better shape this week 
than he was last week. Brown 
missed two games due to a 
knee injury in the Baylor game. 
Schlueter said having Brown’s 
presence on the field has quite 
an impact.

“He brings an extra spark, 
different style of running, 
and a little more speed so 
he can kind of stay up in 
the tackles a little more,” 
Schlueter said. “Seeing him 
in the huddle is a huge 
motivation.”

Patterson said the offense 
must improve on time of 
possession. 

Senior defensive end Chase 
Ortiz said the extensive 
amount of time the offense 
spent on the field made a 
tremendous difference on the 
defense.

“The best defense is a 
good offense,” Ortiz said. 
“As long as the offense is 
moving the ball and we’re 
off the field, it’s hard for 
the other team to put up 
points.”

Ortiz said the main threat 
the Rams pose for the 
defense is running back 
Kyle Bell, who is averaging 
more than 100 yards a game 
with three touchdowns this 
season. In order to keep him 

from having a successful 
game, Ortiz said the key to 
stopping Bell is controlling 
him before he gets started. 

The defensive line will 
be without standout senior 
defensive end Tommy Blake, 
who has taken a medical 
leave of absence. Patterson 
said the team is doing what 
is best for Blake. 

“We’ve tried for three 
weeks to push him through 
but that hasn’t been a positive, 

especially for him,” Patterson 
said. “As a football team, we 
have to be able to move on 
since we’re getting into the 
tough part of the season.”

Patterson said Blake’s 
situation will be re-evaluated in 
two weeks. Until then, junior 
Matt Panfil will fill in for Blake 
at defensive end. 

In order to come out with 
a victory Saturday, Patterson 

Fantasy additions 
hinge on waivers

Fantasy Football

See FANTASY, page 16

Football

Winless opponent poses threat

Robyn Shepheard / Staff Photographer

Senior wide receiver Marcus Brock gets a block from junior running back Aaron 
Brown on a carry against SMU on Saturday. 

See FOOTBALL, page 16
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