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IFC investigates fraternities’ involvement in bid-night fight

SPLISH, SPLASH
By Liz Davis
Staff Reporter

Some international stu-
dents say they receive 
little help from their gov-
ernments when it comes 
to school, but TCU helps 
make it possible to afford 
an education.

Hai Yen Nguyen  and 
Kaushal Amatya , both 
international students, 
said their countries do not 
provide federal financial 
aid for students seeking an 
education in the U.S.

Ng uyen ,  a  s en io r 
accounting and electronic 
business major from Viet-
nam, said her government 
provides only a few schol-
arships for students study-
ing in other countries and 
for two to three years.

Nguyen said government 
officials believe students 
who come to the U.S. for 
school will want to stay 
awhile before returning 
to Vietnam and working 
in the country. 

Amatya, a junior psy-
chology  major from 
Nepal, said the Nepal-
ese government does 
not provide scholarships 
because of the complica-
tions involved with the 
visa application.

“When you apply for a 
loan and then a visa, your 
visa application can be 
denied because it appears 
that you don’t actually 
have enough money to 
afford school,” Amatya 
said.

Private loans can be 
taken through students’ 
parents but it can be diffi-
cult to adjust their savings 
according to the changes 
in tuition, Amatya said.

“Tuition increases each 
year,” Amatya said, “but 
the scholarships don’t 

increase. It is hard to save 
up for what the scholar-
ship doesn’t cover.”

TCU offers different 
types of scholarships 
based on need and merit, 
said Mike Scott, director 
of scholarships and finan-
cial aid.

International students 
compete for scholarships 
and grants like any other 
student, Scott said.

Need-based scholar-
ship is the cost of atten-
dance minus the family 
contribution based on the 
Free Application for Fed-
eral Student Aid form, 
according to the Office of 
Scholarships and Student 
Financial Aid Web site. 
Merit-based scholarship is 
subject to academic, ath-
letic and fine art skills.

“We offer need-based 
scholarships and it’s not 
the norm at most schools,” 
Scott said. “Usually schools 
just offer merit-based 
scholarships, if that. The 
fact that we offer both puts 
us ahead of other schools. 
It’s not normal for schools 
to offer financial aid for 
international students.”

The money for interna-
tional student grants and 
scholarships comes from a 
specific TCU fund, unlike 
grants for American stu-
dents that come from the 
government, Scott said.

Amatya said he received 
the Dean’s Scholarship 
and has additional finan-
cial aid, which covers his 
full tuition; all he has to 
pay is room and board.

Nguyen said she received 
the International Student 
Scholarship and the Trans-
fer Student Scholarship for 
high SAT and English as a 
Foreign Language scores.

University augments 
foreign aid packages

Semester marks influx of new members for student House
By Allie Brown
Staff Reporter

This year the House of Stu-
dent Representatives is get-
ting a new face in the form of 
80 percent new members.

SGA President Jace Thomp-
son said a lot of students have 
conflicts with meeting times 
and if a participant has class 
it is difficult to be involved in 
the House. He said this leaves 
positions open to be filled by 
other students, which may 

explain the increase in new 
members.

Thompson said because 
being a Student Government 
Association representative 
in the House is an elected 
position, the increase in new 
members is not so much a 
rise in participation but rath-
er a rise in the number of 
applications SGA receives.

“One hundred and six-
ty-four incoming students 
expressed interest in SGA and 

70 or more students applied 
for Frog Aides alone,” Thomp-
son said.

Thompson said he thinks 
about 200 people are involved 
in SGA, including people hold-
ing positions in the Program-
ming Council, Frog Aides and 
many more branches of the 
student government.

Jonathan Leer, who was 
in SGA for three years, said 
he thinks the reason for the 
large increase in new stu-

dents is overcommitment.
“Students become overcom-

mitted,” said Leer, a senior 
finance and accounting major. 
“They pile on all these social 
clubs and organizations and 
when they do poorly on a test 
they think ‘Oh, what can I 
get rid of?’”

Leer said he resigned for 
similar reasons.

“Well it wasn’t anything 
student government did or 
didn’t do that I was mad at, 

but as I thought about it, if 
I became a rep, that was a 
yearlong commitment,” Leer 
said. “Since I’m graduating 
in December, it wasn’t fair 
to take a spot from someone 
who could make that com-
mitment.”

Although Leer has his own 
reasons for having left, he 
said he wishes the number of 
new faces was not so high.

“You always want new 
faces, new voices, new ideas 

for the future but I think the 
problem is that when you 
have a lot of new people 
you have to train them and 
if they leave you have to train 
more individuals to come in,” 
Leer said. “When that hap-
pens we lose the effective-
ness of House.”

Haley Murphy, parliamen-
tarian and junior class rep-
resentative, said she’s been 
involved in SGA for four 

By Ana Bak
Staff Reporter

The Interfraternity Coun-
cil will meet Sunday to dis-
cuss disciplinary actions 
concerning four fraternities 
associated with a fight that 
took place on bid night in 
Worth Hills, the IFC presi-
dent said. 

IFC President Matt DiLeo 

said IFC would deal with the 
situation using its judicial 
board. He said the four fra-
ternities, Sigma Alpha Epsi-
lon, Delta Tau Delta, Phi 
Delta Theta and Phi Kappa 
Sigma, would bring in repre-
sentatives to present a case 
to the judicial board.

TCU Police Sgt. Kelly Ham 
said 75 to 100 men were 

fighting in clusters of five 
or six outside one of the fra-
ternity houses Aug. 29. He 
said alcohol was “readily vis-
ible” on the ground.

Phi Delta Theta members 
Robert Brunner and Hunt-
er McLaughlin, and Sig-
ma Alpha Epsilon member 
Blaine Burke were arrest-
ed in connection with the 

incident, according to police 
reports.

According to a Fort Worth 
police report, the three 
men were arrested for pub-
lic intoxication. Brunner, a 
sophomore business major, 
was also arrested for inter-
fering with police duties, 
Ham said.

James Parker, assistant 

dean of campus life, said 
the university is giving IFC 
a chance to deal with the 
situation internally.

There wil l also be a 
chance for eyewitnesses to 
give their testimonies during 
the hearing, DiLeo said. The 
Chief Justice, Dane Pearson, 
will then make a formal 
decision.

“We realized that the peo-
ple need to be held account-
able for their actions,” DiLeo 
said. He said Wednesday 
night the meeting time has 
not been set.

TCU Police were dis-
patched to stop the fight 
at 2:39 a.m., according to a 
police report. After trying 

See RETENTION, page 2

By Diana Alvarez
Staff Reporter

No sun, no problem. 
Despite overcast skies and an opposing 

team that did not show up, the members of 
the TCU chapter of the Asian Student Asso-
ciation made the best of a water balloon fight 
outside the University Recreation Center. 

Thuy Nguyen, a sophomore mathemat-
ics and education major, said the purpose 
of the water balloon fight was to bring 
cultural awareness to TCU’s campus. The 
opposing team, made up of members of the 

TCU Chapter of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People, were 
scheduled to appear. 

“Our campus is predominantly Cauca-
sian, and this is something we can do to 
bring our organizations out on campus,” 
Nguyen said. 

Mai Vu, vice president of ASA, said the 
event was planned as an icebreaker and 
was the group’s first time to combine events 
with NAACP.

“We met up with members of NAACP 
at a leadership retreat, and decided 

to collaborate on some events this 
semester,” said Vu, a senior psychol-
ogy major.

The icebreaker, given the nickname 
“Don’t Hate, Hydrate,” was a starting point 
for the organization to recruit new mem-
bers and bring back old group members. 
ASA currently has approximately 15 to 20 
active members. 

Philip Troung, co-president of ASA, said 
events like these bring students back to 
an organization that lost its place on cam-

Michael Bou-Nacklie / Photo Editor

ABOVE: Travis TenEyck, a senior international finance and Japanese major, fails to dodge a water 
balloon during the Asian Students Association’s “Don’t Hate , Hydrate” event. RIGHT: Michael Do, 
a freshman biology major reaches into a barrel of water balloons during the water balloon fight. 
ASA hopes the event will promote multicultural awareness.

Water balloon fight aims to promote diversity

See WATER, page 2
See AID, page 2

See FIGHT, page 2
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NEWS

semesters and plans to stick 
with it.

“Over the past few years 
we’ve done a lot of new good 
things,” said Murphy. “We’ve 
started some good resolutions 
and I think I would regret 
walking away from it with 
all that’s going on.”

Murphy, a political science 
and history major, said she 
thinks it is great there are so 
many people interested in the 
House.

“This is the first time I can 
think of that the house has 
been completely full,” said 
Murphy. “I think it’s great and 
I hope they stay interested.”

Thompson agreed the grow-
ing student interest in SGA is 
exciting as long as the stu-
dents interested are in it for 
the long haul.

“As long as executive and 
upperclass leadership is not 
new, then getting new mem-
bers is a good thing,” Thomp-
son said.

retention
From page 1

pus years back.
“ASA was sort of lost on TCU’s 

campus for a couple of years,” 
said Troung, a junior business 
major. “It was reintroduced in 
about 2004, and ever since, we’ve 
been trying to recruit as many 

people as we can.” 
Along with trying to recruit 

new members, Troung said the 
group is also trying to be more 
philanthropic. The group plans 
to sell hot chocolate at the “Pink 
Out” football game against New 
Mexico State University on Nov. 3, 
with proceeds going to the Tar-
rant County affiliate of Susan G. 
Komen for the Cure.

water
From page 1

Providing more funding 
for different campus depart-
ments will allow for more 
job opportunities for inter-
national students and Ameri-
can students, Amatya said.

“International students 
don’t qualify for work study 
programs and they can’t get 
a job off campus,” Amatya 
said. “The only places we 
can get jobs are in the library 
or the (University Recreation 
Center).”

Some departments hire 
outside work study pro-

grams, but they don’t adver-
tise that and students have 
to search for them, Amatya 
said.

“The issue revolves around 
the budget available for each 
department,” Scott said. 
“If a student is eligible for 
work study, then the fund 
for work study pays 75 per-
cent of their wages and the 
department only has to pay 
25 percent. They have to pay 
the full wage out of the bud-
get for non-work study stu-
dents.”

Each individual depart-
ment decides how many 
non-work study students to 
hire, Scott said.

AID
From page 1

By JANE STANCILL
McClatchy Newspapers

Universities should con-
stantly assess dangers posed 
by students with behavioral 
problems and mental illness 
— then share any threats with 
the proper officials to protect 
their campuses.

That was the advice to North 
Carolina colleges given Tues-
day by Hollis Stambaugh, dep-
uty director of the panel that 
investigated the Virginia Tech 
massacre. She spoke at UNC-
Greensboro to a statewide task 
force assembled by Attorney 
General Roy Cooper to exam-
ine campus safety.

Stambaugh, director of the 
Center for Public Protection 
at the Virginia-based System 
Planning Corp., said there 
were numerous red flags about 
Seung-Hui Cho, who killed 
himself and 32 others at Vir-
ginia Tech in April.

But the university failed to 
follow through with treatment 
that could have prevented 
Cho’s mass shooting, Stam-
baugh said.

“No one ever called Cho’s 
parents,” Stambaugh said. 
“They were completely 
unaware of all the problems 
in the years and months 
leading up to this past April. 
That’s pretty amazing when 
you think about it, and there 
was no law preventing (the 

university) from calling the 
parents.”

Privacy laws in the United 
States are confusing, Stam-
baugh said, and universities 
too often default to secrecy.

“There is a lot more leeway 
than most universities believe 
there is in sharing informa-
tion,” she said.

Cooper said it was fitting 
that the group met Sept. 11, 
the anniversary of the attack 
that drastically changed the 
way Americans think about 
security.

“Clearly, we owe it to our 
students, our teachers and our 
parents to make sure we are 
ready for a tragic event, God 
forbid,” Cooper said.

The attorney general said 
he wants a thorough plan 
for preventing and preparing 
for disasters, but one flexible 
enough to meet the needs of a 
major state university, a small 
private college or a regional 
community college. The panel 
plans to issue recommenda-
tions by Thanksgiving.

Much of the talk Tuesday 
revolved around technology 
and training for emergency 
responders, and how universi-
ties can recover from a crisis.

Meredith College President 
Maureen Hartford spoke of her 
experience as an administrator 
during crises, including one at 
the University of Michigan in 

which a student was stabbed 
to death and her attacker shot 
by campus police in front of 
a crowd.

University leaders must act 
with caring rather than callous-
ness or silence because they 
fear lawsuits, she advised.

Stambaugh’s recommenda-
tions included preparing emer-
gency messages to address 
different scenarios, rather 
than convening a committee 
in a time of crisis to come up 
with a public warning. There 
should be multiple systems in 
place for broadcasting such 
messages; cell phone service 
can get overloaded, she said.

“There needed to be a much 
more rapid way to make a deci-
sion about a message, and the 
message needed to be more 
informative than it was,” Stam-
baugh said.

Stambaugh said classes 
could have been canceled at 
Virginia Tech after the first 
two students were killed in a 
dorm April 16, but it would 
have been impossible to lock 
down a sprawling campus.

But, she said, officers’ quick 
response prevented further 
bloodshed at Norris Hall, 
where Cho only used about 
half his ammunition.

“He wasn’t done,” she said. 
“He was only done because 
the police arrived when they 
did.”

to pull men off of each oth-
er and receiving resistance, 
Ham said, TCU Police called 
the Fort Worth police for 
backup.

“It was three against a hun-
dred, student upon student,” 
Ham said.

Sgt. Cathy Moody called 
Fort Worth police, Ham said, 
and once they arrived they 
sprayed Mace on some of the 
men and arrested three.

“Our main goal was to 
take the combatants out of 

the area,” Ham said.
Brunner said he was arrest-

ed unfairly because he was 
out trying to stop the fight, 
not taking part in it.

“My friend was Maced,” 
Brunner said. “I was just 
helping him out. But, I guess 
I did ignore the cops telling 
me to leave.”

Brunner, who said he was 
not drinking, was at the Phi 
Delta Theta house when the 
fight occurred.

He said McLaughlin was 
sprayed with Mace but 
McLaughlin, a sophomore 
business major, said he did 

nothing wrong.
“I wasn’t in a f ight,” 

McLaughlin said. “I was com-
ing back from the GrandMarc 
when I saw it and went in to 
stop it.”

McLaughlin said the fight 
was not serious.

“Everyone was punching 
each other, talking trash and 
pushing each other around,” 
McLaughlin said.

Many fraternity members 
feel that police involvement 
was unnecessary.

“No one got hurt and it 
wasn’t as if people were kill-
ing each other,” McLaughlin 
said.

The three suspects were 
released from about 9 a.m. 
on Aug. 29, Brunner said.

Burke could not be reached 
for comment.

fight
From page 1

Va. Tech panel: Schools 
should disclose threats
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“Everything you can imagine is real.”
                           — Pablo Picasso

With more than 180 rooms equipped 
with technology — 152 of them with 
computers — this tech savvy univer-

sity should urge professors to take on the role of 
a student.

According to its Web site, Technology 
Resources offers free training sessions for 
faculty and staff, teaching the basics of pro-
grams such as Microsoft Office. The Center for 
Instructional Services offers sessions on class-
room support, said Kerrie Conover, instruc-
tional design assistant for the Koehler Center. 
And, Conover said, the Koehler Centers gives 
presentations for using tools like eCollege and 
Photoshop.

With all the resources available to faculty 
members, there’s no excuse for technological 
ignorance. Wasting the first 10 minutes of class 
time trying to feel through presentation technol-
ogy is unprofessional. Faculty members should 
learn the ins and outs of campus technology 
before stepping foot into the classroom.

Larry Kitchens, director of Instructional 
Services, said a large percentage of faculty 
members use the available technology in 
the classrooms. However, he said, the num-

ber of faculty members who utilize the free 
training sessions is low. 

Kitchens said that over a period of about sev-
en years, TCU has been placing presentation 
and computer technology in classrooms and fac-
ulty members have been getting used to it. He 
also said those who aren’t as familiar with the 
technology can refer to the printed instructions 
in the classroom or on the Web site and call the 
center if they have questions.

Nevertheless, some professors and instructors 
need a little extra help, such as the one-on-one 
formal training sessions the center offers at the 
beginning of each semester.

“We encourage it, but it’s up to the faculty 
members to schedule the session if they feel 
they need it,” Kitchens said.

Though training sessions should not neces-
sarily be mandatory, faculty members should 
take their own advice and earn an education 
that fits the developing technological trends.

Even faculty members who have been trained 
in the past might need a refresher course. And 
those who feel they have a handle on classroom 
technology should, by all means, pass it on.

News editor Lindsey Bever for the editorial board.

Faculty should utilize tech class 

The latest Hilary Duff 
single sounds off in the 
silent movie theater. But 
it’s not an adult who fran-
tically shuffles through 

her purse 
to turn the 
device off. 

It’s not even a teenager. 
It’s a 9-year-old girl.

The market research 
firm NPD Group’s third 
annual Kids and Con-
sumer Electronics Trends 
report found that the aver-
age age children first use 
electronics is lowering. In 
2005, the average age was 
8.1 years, but it is now 
down to 6.7 years.

I know we are becom-
ing a more technologically 
dependent society every 
day, but seriously, a cell 
phone for 6-year-olds?

The thought of first 
graders not only surfing 
the Internet but also tex-
ting their friends — set-
ting up their own play 
dates perhaps — is down-
right scary. 

And manufacturers 
are certainly recogniz-
ing a new market in cell 
phones. Every company 
seems to have created 
a cellphone specifically 
for children. Easy to use, 
easy for parents to control 
and in a variety of bright 
colors and shapes. As a 
result, manufacturers have 
found the perfect prod-
uct to market. What child 
wouldn’t want a phone 
called Firefly? Or the one 
shaped like a teddy bear? 
Disney even jumped on 
the bandwagon and has its 
own child-friendly phone 
service.

I worked at a day camp 
this summer for kids rang-
ing from 5 to 11 years old. 

Out of about 30 kids, at 
least 10 had cell phones, 
while another eight said 
they were promised 
phones when they turned 
9 or 10.

I know parents give cell 
phones to their children 
as a way to keep track of 
them and for emergencies, 
but are parents really that 
unaware of their elemen-
tary-aged child’s where-
abouts?

When I was in high 
school, it was the norm 
to get a cellphone when 
you started driving, which 
makes perfect sense. 
When teens have their 
own transportation and a 
way to get away from par-
ents, a cell phone to stay 
in contact with them is 
ideal.  

But just where is a 
9-year-old going that they 
won’t be either with an 
adult or by a phone?

Maybe some parents 
think a cell phone will 
serve as an added bond 

to their child and will 
deepen their relationship. 
However, for many, giving 
children cell phones will 
just alienate them at even 
earlier ages.

So much for the teen-
angst years when they 
lock themselves in their 
rooms with their cell-
phone, telling all of their 
friends about the latest 
injustice or embarrassment 
courtesy of their parents. 
Instead of parents deal-
ing with a few years of 
being shut out, it can now 
last an entire decade. Now 
what parent would want 
that?

If you give a child a cell 
phone, what’s next? Credit 
cards? A BlackBerry? A sub-
scription to The Wall Street 
Journal? Parents always 
comment on how fast their 
children are growing up, so 
why rush it?

Kids ought to get a 
chance to just be kids.

Elizabeth Davidson is a junior news-
editorial journalism major from Austin. 

Sometimes you just need 
to go out for a Sunday drive.

The adage is cliche, but 
it is one of those activities 

that helps to 
clear one’s 
head before 
another dose 
of the daily 
grind takes 
its toll.

I forgot 
about the 
comfort of 

this activity until last week-
end during my return from 
the Austin exodus that was 
TCU versus UT. While driv-

ing through scattered show-
ers and standstill traffic on 
Interstate 35 with a couple 
of my close friends, we took 
the time to realize how nice 
it is to sit down and relax. 

A few compilation CDs 
that I made in high school 
and countless off-key sing-
alongs later and we were on 
the outskirts of Fort Worth 
not even dreading the work 
load that was soon to follow.

It is understood that not 
everyone wants to go and 
drive 250 miles on a Sun-
day, but that is not the issue 
as much as the emphasis 

of taking it easy during the 
final day of the weekend.

During the college years, 
Monday mornings will 
become more of a chore. 
Granted, Mondays are not 
exactly the pinnacle day of 
anyone’s week, but after a 
weekend adventure or two 
— sometimes three — of 
partying, the Monday alarm 
clock creates a dirge rather 
than a wake-up call.

My solution is simple. 
Relax on Sunday. 
Wake up at a decent hour, 

do some homework, listen 
to some music, take a nap, 

watch a movie, grab a beer 
and go to bed. Advocating 
social celibacy on a week-
end — even Sunday — is a 
criminal act when a good 
laugh or quality time with 
friends is all that it takes to 
lighten the mood.

This is easier said than 
done with weekend jobs 
and projects looming like a 
thundercloud above one’s 
head. Since coming to col-
lege, I have come to realize 
that my Sundays are impos-
sible to give a price tag to. 
Admittedly, I have not been 
to church on campus since 

my second week at school, 
but I have still found ways 
to charge my batteries both 
physically and spiritually.

Prayer and meditation is a 
healthy alternative for some, 
but for me, I find solace in 
weekly television programs 
and Adult Swim cartoons. 
For some reason laughing at 
the antics of Huey and Riley 
on Boondocks made any 
troubles vanish into a cloud 
of smoke. After all, laughter 
is very uplifting.

It is understood there is an 
offsetting emotional feeling 
on a Sunday afternoon when 

it is nice outside and tomor-
row’s lectures don’t seem to 
be a fair alternative to the 
weekend, but then again life 
is not fair. However, a shot 
can be taken at the game of 
life by giving a couple hours 
to yourself to relax.

For as long as I can 
remember, I have seen 
chromed-out Harleys and 
luxury cars strolling on Sun-
day afternoons. They know 
the value of taking a Sunday 
drive, maybe you should 
too. 

Marcus Murphree is a senior news-
editorial major from Beaumont.

Relaxing to close weekends enables better Mondays

Cellphones age children too fast;
need to allow more time to grow

Respect integral for all students

SXC.HU

Commentary 

Marcus Murphee

Commentary 
Elizabeth Davidson

Students are back in mid-
dle school, high school and 
college, and we all want 
them to succeed. But their 
chance of success depends, 
to a great degree, on having 
a sense of safety.

Unfortunately, many stu-
dents who don’t fit society’s 
preferred heterosexual mod-
els or gender stereotypes 
feel unsafe. That’s not right. 
Schools have an obligation 
to ensure the safety of all 
their students, including 
their lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender students.

Ten states — California, 
Connecticut, Iowa, Maine, 
Massachusetts, Minneso-
ta, New Jersey, Vermont, 
Washington and Wisconsin 
— have laws that require 
administrators to ensure a 
safe environment for gay, 
lesbian and bisexual stu-
dents. Only California, Iowa, 
Maine, Minnesota and New 
Jersey provide laws that pro-
tect transgender students 
(students who do not iden-
tify as the gender they were 
assigned at birth).

In states with anti-discrim-
ination laws on the books, 
school officials should enforce 

them and remind employees 
— as well as the student body 
— that there will be zero toler-
ance for harassment, intoler-
ance or violence.

In states without anti-dis-
crimination laws against LGBT 
students, it is all the more 
important for school officials to 
adopt and enforce a clear poli-
cy against harassment, intoler-
ance or violence.

A hostile environment takes 
a toll. LGBT middle-school 
and high-school students were 
five times more likely to report 
having skipped because of 
safety concerns than the gen-
eral population of students, 
according to the Gay Lesbian 
Straight Education Network’s 
2005 National School Climate 
Survey.

But the good news in the 
survey was that solutions are 
readily available.

The presence of supportive 
staff contributed to a greater 
sense of safety. Students in 
schools with a gay-straight alli-
ance were less likely to miss 
school, and more likely to feel 
like they belonged than stu-
dents in schools with no such 
clubs.

And having a comprehen-

sive policy was related to a 
lower incidence of verbal 
harassment.

One troubling fact, though, 
is that even at the college level, 
harassment persists.	

A recent survey from the 
Gender Public Advocacy Coali-
tion found that 30 percent of 
LGBT students polled have 
been harassed or discriminat-
ed against on campus because 
they didn’t fit expectations of 
masculinity or femininity; 13 
percent have been harassed for 
using a restroom because they 
didn’t fit expectations of mas-
culinity or femininity; and 25 
percent have felt unsafe in 
campus housing.

This survey found slightly 
more than half of the colleges 
and universities responding 
have policies protecting stu-
dents based on gender iden-
tity or expression. The colleges 
and universities that don’t have 
such policies need to get with 
the program.

And only one-fifth of the 
country’s largest school dis-
tricts now include protections 
based on gender identity (the 
inner sense of being male or 
female) and expression (the 
outer appearance of gender).

As administrators, teachers 
and students get used to being 
back in school, we encourage 
them to educate one another 
about existing laws and poli-
cies protecting LGBT students 
against harassment, and we 
urge them to advocate for fill-
ing policy gaps.

“We need to move from 
tolerance to acceptance 
to celebration of each stu-
dent,” says Tom Vandervest, 
recently retired principal of 
Middleton High School in 
Wisconsin.

At the very least, every 
student deserves to feel safe.

Cindy Crane is executive director of 
the Gay Straight Alliance for Safe Schools, 

based in Madison, Wis.mctcampus.com
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By Dave Hyde
South Florida Sun-Sentinel

The good news arrived 
from Buffalo late Tuesday 
afternoon from the doctors 
treating Kevin Everett there to 
Barth Green, president of The 
Miami Project To Cure Paral-
ysis. And it quickly spread 
everywhere in the hallways 
where bad news is a fact of 
life.

Suddenly, the word was 
Everett was moving his arms 
and legs. Suddenly, he wasn’t 
paralyzed anymore.

“I’m optimistic he’ll be 
walking again,” said Green, 
chief neurosurgeon at the 
University of Miami’s school 
of medicine. “This is a touch-
down for us.”

After 20 years of work, 
score one for the good guys. 
Score one for the scientists 
and researchers and tireless 
fundraisers of The Miami 
Project when you hear the 
full story. Score one for the 
team that invented the treat-
ment that helped take Ever-
ett from possibly facing a life 
of paralysis, according to his 
Buffalo doctor on Monday, to 
probably leading a normal life 
again, according to Green on 
Tuesday.

“Amazing” and “wonder-
ful” and “ecstatic” were the 
words being thrown around 
by Green about 48 hours after 
he had e-mailed some gloom-
ier words to Marc Buonicon-
ti:

Kevin Everett, former 
Miami Hurricane, paralyzed 
in a game with the Buffalo 
Bills.

Buoniconti would like to 
say he was shocked upon 
receiving the news of Ever-
ett’s accident. Or surprised, 
even. And he knows it would 
sound dramatic to say that 
upon receiving the e-mail 
came a flashback of him fall-
ing in a lump on the Citadel’s 
field in 1985. He couldn’t 
move, fought to breathe and 
thought: “Oh my God, I broke 
my neck. I’m paralyzed.”

But for years, Buoniconti 
has sat in his wheelchair and 
received an e-mail or phone 
call on a daily basis with simi-
larly tragic news to Sunday’s 
about Everett. Just Monday, 
there was a mother from 
Lakeland on the phone, call-
ing about her paralyzed son, 
asking through tears what 
they all ask through tears: 
“What do we do?”

“It’s not an easy conversa-
tion to have, but in my world, 
I have it every day,” Buonicon-
ti said. “That’s because (spi-
nal-cord accidents) happen 
every day to normal people 

doing normal things. Riding 
a car. Diving in the pool.

“Every hour of every 
day someone is paralyzed. 
Between 10,000 and 12,000 
people will be paralyzed 
this year. I know all the sta-
tistics. The cost to society 
in the United States to take 
care of spinal-cord injured is 
$2 billion annually. Our gov-
ernment spends $25 million a 
year trying to find a cure.”

That’s why Everett’s turn-
around sent a jolt of joy from 
Buffalo to the offices of The 
Miami Project. Bills owner 
Ralph Wilson had watched 
Marc’s dad, Nick, play line-
backer for the Dolphins a 
few decades ago. For years, 
he also has been one of the 
project’s biggest donors.

“He’s given multimillions,” 
Green said.

So when news came of 
Everett’s injury, the proj-
ect swung into action. Marc 
Buoniconti called Wilson to 
see how they could help. 
Green got in touch with the 
Buffalo doctors, who had 
read about The Miami Proj-
ect’s work with hypothermia 
— cooling down a body — 
as a way to help spinal-cord 
trauma.

Ice-cold saline solution 
began to be run through 
Everett’s system. His body 
was cooled to 92 degrees 
to reduce the swelling. And 
Tuesday afternoon, when he 
was taken off sedation, the 
Buffalo doctors saw Everett’s 
limbs start to move.

“For us, it’s hard to describe. 
It’s basically everything Nick 
Buoniconti and Marc and I 

have dreamed about — actu-
ally getting people walking 
out of the hospital,” Green 
said. “It’s a surreal feeling.

“Added to the fact is Mr. 
Wilson being so important 
to us here and a University 
of Miami player is involved—
more irony, considering we’re 
part of the University of 
Miami. It’s karma. It’s amaz-
ing. It’s all a bit mind-bog-
gling.”

There’s more. Green said 
Everett’s injury to the C-3 and 
C-4 vertebrae was “exactly the 
same” as Buoniconti’s.

“If this type of treatment 
was available 20 years ago, 
Marc would be walking right 
now,” he said.

Instead, on Wednesday 
Marc will fly to New York to 
prepare for the 17th annual 
dinner of The Buoniconti 
Fund, the non-profit fundrais-
ing arm of The Miami Proj-
ect. Tom Brokaw again will 
host the dinner. Bob Costas 
again will narrate a video. 
And while stars like Magic 
Johnson and John Elway will 
be honored, the real heroes 
again will be the Buonicontis, 
father and son.

Their goal: Top the $4.5 
million raised at last year’s 
dinner.

“We’re working to get it,” 
Marc said. “It sure’d be nice 
if the NFL helped us.”

This year, the NFL quit 
funding a Miami Project 
grant studying spinal cord 
and brain injuries. Maybe, 
after this week, the league 
will be back.

“Maybe this will open their 
eyes,” he said.

Jeff Siner / Charlotte Observer via MCT

Buffalo Bills tight end Kevin Everett takes on a Carolina defender during a 2006 pre-
season game. Everett was feared to be paralyzed after suffering an injury Sunday.

Doctors optimistic player will 
walk again after hard hit

Patterson said. “They do a 
lot of check with me at the 
line of scrimmages, where 
they’ll all look to the side-
line and they’ll signal dif-
ferent plays.”

The tr iple-opt ion has 
been a mainstay of the Air 
Force offense for years. 
Patterson says by limiting 
Air Force’s play total and 
by scoring early, TCU will 
have taken them out of their 
comfort zone.

“If you let a triple-option 
team run 75 to 85 plays, 
you’re in a lot of trouble,” 
Patterson said. “What they 
do is they’re going to get 

a chance to make adjust-
ments and they’re going 
to see plays and do things. 
We haven’t allowed them to 
make that many plays the 
past two years.”

The Frogs have outscored 
Air Force 86-24 in the last 
two meetings.

“Last year, we held them 
to 95 yards of total offense,” 
Patterson said.

He said being able to stop 
or limit the Falcons from 
manufacturing big gains 
on first downs will be piv-
otal.

“You’ve got to be able to 
play on first down,” Pat-
terson said. “You’ve got to 
be able to make it second 
and long, and if you don’t 
make it second and long, 

then it’s going to be a long 
day against the triple-op-
tion.” 

Patterson, who was Navy’s 
secondary coach in 1995, 
knows that playing against 
any of the military institu-
tions on their home fields 
is a difficult task. 

“You’d rather never play 
them at home, at their 
place,” Patterson said. “They 
always play a lot different 
at home.”

Last season Air Force was 
2-3 when playing at home.

Junior running back Aar-
on Brown’s status is still 
questionable for the game.

A loss to Air Force would 
put the Horned Frogs below 
.500 for the first time since 
the 2004 season.

Frogs
From page 6

By FRED MITCHELL
Chicago Tribune

Brian Piccolo and Gale Say-
ers became the first interra-
cial roommates in the NFL 
in 1967. After Piccolo died 
at the age of 26 from a rare 
form of cancer, the movie 
“Brian’s Song” depicted the 
true emotional bond between 
these former Bears running 
backs.

On Saturday night, a cast 
reunion will be held at the 
Harris Theatre in Millen-
nium Park, where several 
actors from the award-win-
ning television movie will see 
each other for the first time 
in 36 years.

Actress Shelley Fabares, 
who played the part of Joy 
Piccolo, is looking forward to 
the reunion.

“What I remember most 
was that the movie project 
was a wonderful, incredible 
experience,” Fabares said 
Monday from her home in 
Studio City, Calif. “I knew 
nothing about Brian Piccolo 
back then. And none of us (in 
the cast) knew that this movie 
would turn out to be what it 
turned out to be.

“If not the first, it was one 
of the first television movies. 
I believe it is still the highest-
rated one; it certainly is the 
most remembered one.”

Fabares said she also hopes 
to finally meet Joy Piccolo 
(now Joy Piccolo-O’Connell), 
who has been invited to 
attend.

“I never met Joy,” Fabares 
said. “She was in Rensselaer 
(Ind., where the Bears trained 
when parts of the movie were 
filmed), but it was before I got 
there. But I have heard won-
derful things about her from 
everybody who does know 
her. It would be very moving 
to me if she were there.”

The movie will be shown 
in high definition. Proceeds 
from the event benefit the 
Gale Sayers Center. Visit 
galesayerscenter.org for more 
details.

Fabares, whose many 
credits include two Emmy 
nominations for the popular 
television series “Coach”, says 

her “Brian’s Song” experience 
was like no other.

“In retrospect, even though 
it was wonderful to do it ... 
it was a very intense expe-
rience. I found the story to 
be just extraordinary,” she 
said. “I loved working with 
Jimmy (James Caan). He had 
actually just finished filming 
`The Godfather,’ but it hadn’t 
come out yet. It was a very 
exciting time in Jimmy’s life. 
Billy Dee (Williams) was fab-
ulous playing Gale, and Jack 
Warden (who played George 
Halas).”

Caan and Williams are not 
expected to attend Saturday 
due to film commitments.

“The thing that just over-
rides my memory of that mov-
ie is that even though we all 
thought it was wonderful, 
there was just no way to be 
prepared for how big it was,” 
Fabares said. “Even today, I 
actually have people stop me 
all the time and they ask me 
about the film and the film-
ing of `Brian’s Song.’

“It doesn’t surprise me 
when people remember it and 
talk about it, because after all 
of these years I understand 
how impactful that movie 
was. When the movie starts 
and the theme music comes 
on, the tears just get going.’’

After 36 years, ‘Song’ still
memorable story for cast

“It doesn’t surprise 
me when people 
remember it and 

talk about it, 
because after all 
of these years I 
understand how 
impactful that 
movie was.”

Shelley Fabares
actress

pro football

pro football
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Today’s Crossword

Etc. 5Thursday, September 13, 2007

Q: What did the hamburger name it’s daughter?

A: Patty!

Worth a Laugh — but only one
1969: “Scooby-Doo, Where Are You?” premieres on 
U.S. television.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Sponsored by:

SUDOKU PUZZLE

Directions
Fill in the grid so 
that every 3x3 box, 
row and column 
contains the digits 
1 through 9 without 
repeating numbers.

Get tips and more solutions  
at www.sudoku.com
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See Friday’s paper for answers to today’s crossword.

See Friday’s paper 
for answers to 
today’s Sudoku 

puzzle.

Wednesday’s Solutions
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The Quigmans		  by Buddy Hickerson
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By CAROLINE LOCKWOOD
Staff Reporter

Lauren Otto kills — on 
the volleyball court that 
is. 

The outside hitter for the 
volleyball team is punish-
ing opponents and turning 
heads in her second season 
in purple and white. 

During her freshman 
year, Otto began to make 
a name for herself by start-
ing 26 out of 29 games. In 
a season that saw the team 
go 17-15, Otto ranked first 
on the team in double-dou-
bles with 11, ranked third 
on the squad with 288 kills 
and third in aces with 39.

Otto picked up where 
she left off last season, and 
her play has been one of 
the reasons for the team’s 
fast 10-1 start this season. 
When the Horned Frogs 
traveled to Maine to com-
pete in the Maine Invita-
tional, Otto was named the 
most valuable player, going 
for two double-doubles in 
three matches and accumu-
lating 20 kills.

Otto has enjoyed the 
team’s success and improve-
ment this year, but said a 
strong work ethic is what 
has brought the type of 
success she has achieved 
to this point.

“It’s a lot of fun winning 
these games,” said Otto. 
“But at the same time, we 
know it’s a lot of work. We 
just work together to be 
successful.” Although she 
has attained so much suc-
cess playing volleyball for 
the past 14 years and has 
developed a passion for the 
sport, Otto has aspirations 
not involving volleyball for 
her future.

“I am an interior design 
major and I look forward to 
getting involved with that,” 
Otto said.

Blair Culwell, a fan of 
Otto, is glad Otto’s per-
formance has helped get 
the team off to such a fast 
start.

Culwell, a junior advertis-
ing/public relations major 
and former high school vol-

leyball player, remembers 
competing against Otto and 
what she was like on the 
court.

“I remember playing 
against her in club tour-
naments and she was 
always very dominant on 
the court,” Culwell said. 
“Watching her now, it 
is obvious that she has 
improved in talent, and I 
think this team is fortunate 
to have her.”

The natural maturation 

process has Otto wanting 
to be a mentor to her fresh-
man teammates — just as 
the older girls mentored 
her last season. Otto said 
because the team spends so 
much time with each other, 
they have become a tightly 
knit group.

“I live with two younger 
players and I spend most of 
my time around the team,” 
Otto said. “We’re all so 
close so it helps keep each 
other motivated.”

TCU Daily Skiff

VOLLEYBALL

Sophomore spikes competition

Michael Bou-Nacklie / Photo Editor

Lauren Otto, a sophomore outside hitter, has stepped up her game in a season that 
already includes an MVP honor at the Maine Invitational.

QUICK SPORTS
Big 12 foe comes to town

After holding off UT-San 
Antonio for a 1-0 home 
win Tuesday, women’s soc-
cer faces its second Big 12 
opponent of the regular 
season when Texas Tech 
comes to Garvey-Rosen-
thal Stadium on Friday at 
7 p.m.

The squad improved to 
2-2 thanks to Jackie Torda’s 
second goal of the season 
with about five minutes 
left in the match. Torda, a 
freshman forward, broke a 
scoreless tie from an assist 

by sophomore forward 
Lizzy Karoly.

Team to host tournament
Looking to continue its 

hot start, the volleyball 
team will host a series 
of weekend matchups at 
the University Recreation 
Center starting Friday at 7 
p.m.

The TCU Invitational will 
feature matches against Sam 
Houston State, Alcorn State 
and Gonzaga on Friday and 
Saturday.

The team is looking to 

capitalize on another 10-1 
start under head coach 
Prentice Lewis — the sec-
ond such start in two sea-
sons.

Stop the presses
The hype surrounding 

the TCU-Texas showdown 
might be over, but the story 
lives on.

Saturday’s game in Aus-
tin is featured as the lead 
college football story in this 
week’s Sports Illustrated. 

 Sports editor Tim Bella

Experienced Air Force offense 
could be problematic for Frogs 
By BRETT Larson
Staff Reporter

Coming off a 34-13 loss 
to the Texas Longhorns, the 
Frogs look to bounce back 
as they start Mountain West 
Conference play tonight 
against Air Force.

The Falcons come into 
tonight’s game with a 2-0 
record and a triple-option 
offense loaded with expe-
rience.

Head coach Gary Patter-
son said the experience of 
the Falcons’ offense and 
their team’s great start will 
make it a difficult game. 

“I think you’d rather 
play them when they’re not 
playing as well one way or 
the other, because they’re 

2-0 right now,” Patterson 
said.

Junior linebacker Jason 
Phillips said Air Force’s 
offensive experience means 
TCU’s defensive play has 
to be focused following a 
game that saw the defense 
al low 24 points in the 
fourth quarter to UT. 

Phillips said Air Force’s 
offense has a handful of 
veterans leading the way.

“You can expect they’re 
going to be pretty good on 
their execution and how 
they run plays,” Phillips 
said.

He said the defense 
needs to also stay within 
its boundaries against Air 
Force.

“You can’t just come out 
and play wild defense,” 
Phillips said. “You have to 
play disciplined defense.”

On the offensive side of 
the ball, senior wide receiv-
er Ervin Dickerson said as 
long as players maintain 
focus and everyone knows 
what to do against the Fal-
cons, he is optimistic about 
the team’s chances.

Although the majority 
of the TCU defense is sea-
soned and still considered 
a good unit, Patterson said 
the Falcons’ offense does 
a great job of exposing a 
team’s weakness. 

“They’ll find guys who 
don’t have the experience,” 

football

See FROGS, page 4


