
By Josh Davis
Staff Reporter

When sophomore Brandon 
Corcoran signed up for an honors 
college study abroad trip, he didn’t 
expect white water rafting in Inter-
laken, Switzlerland, to be part of the 
curriculum. It was just one of many 
surprises that he said made the trip 
an experience to remember.

“Berlin was really cool, because 
we all set off and explored the city 
on our own,” Corcoran said. In Mu-
nich we got to go see a castle, and we 
even got to do some hiking behind 
the Alps.”

The Interlaken rafting trip kind 
of capped everything off because 
the group were free to do what they 
wanted, Corcoran said. Ronald Pit-
cock, director of prestigious scholar-
ships, led the first study abroad trip 
designed specifically for the John V. 
Roach Honors College this summer. 
Fourteen sophomores began their 
trip in Munich, making stops by 
train in Berlin, Interlaken, Florence 
and Rome. The program, called Cul-
tural Routes, allowed more freedom 
for students than most study abroad 
trips, Pitcock said.

“The trip is different from other 
study abroad (trips) in that the stu-
dents find that their classroom is 
the cities or countries that they are 
visiting,” Pitcock said. “They would 
go out in small groups on their own, 
and find their way around the city.” 

By Annmarie Olind
Staff Reporter 

The new curator for the Art Gal-
leries at TCU, Christina Rees, said she 
plans to provide a venue for strong re-
gional art as an incentive for artists in 
Texas. 

The Art Galleries at TCU en-
compass galleries located at Moudy 
Building North and the Fort Worth 
Contemporary Arts building by the 
intersection of Greene Avenue and 
Berry Street. 

As the new curator, Rees said she 
would like to alternate between theo-
retical and international shows. Rees 
said commercial galleries are strug-
gling in this economy. The closing 
of some galleries is a disincentive for 
artists to create work. Artists need to 
be encouraged, and they need to have 
venues to show their work, she said.

“I believe in Texas artists, and I’m a 
huge supporter of what this state can 
generate,” Rees said. “I would like Fort 
Worth Contemporary Arts to reflect 
that.” 

Fort Worth Contemporary Arts 
was established in 2008 and is located 
across the street from the GrandMarc. 
The gallery is a calling card that will be 
a good contemporary art space for the 
city, Rees said.   

Rees said she is taking the initiative 
to make sure students are informed of 
upcoming shows and events.

“The show openings are going to be 
a lot of fun and engaging,” Rees said. 
“They should be packed, not just with 
students, but with everyone from the 
community.”  

Rees’ involvement in the arts came 
about in a unique way. Her career be-
gan as a journalist writing film and 
television criticism for various publi-
cations like The Met, the Village Voice, 
the Dallas Observer and D Magazine 
and her passion for art led her to travel 

to London and New York, she said.  
As a full-time art critic for D Mag-

azine, she said she became fascinated 
with how art galleries and museums 
worked, and she eventually opened 
her own gallery in 2006 called Road 
Agent in Dallas.

This will be Rees’ first time to be a 
curator and she said she is excited for 
what is to come. 

Her first show as curator will open 
in October and is called “Death Of A 
Propane Salesman,” inspired by an 
episode of “King of the Hill.” It will be 
a group show of regional artists that 
seeks to capture the current mood and 
current anxieties being manifested in 
Texas artists’ work, she said.  

Clay Irby, a senior finance ma-
jor, has been to The Art Galleries 
at TCU several times and said he 
likes all the different media of art 
they have to offer. 

“A lot of students don’t know that 
the gallery really does attract some re-
ally interesting and really cool artists,” 
he said.  

Brooke Baumgardner, a senior art 
history major, said the galleries on 
campus have exceptional works. She 
said she enjoys going because the gal-
leries are free, fun, and make visitors 
feel well-rounded.

“It’s a cultural experience that not 
a whole lot of schools get to take part 
in and be privileged to,” Baumgardner 
said.  

Rees said she wants other under-
graduate students to experience the 
same kind of enthusiasm for art. 

“I think living with art is not as 
much a luxury as it is an act of pur-
suit,” Rees said. “I think artists tell the 
truth about the world, and it’s one of 
the ways to reflect on life and what’s 
going on around us at any given time.” 

DAILY SKIFF
TCU

DAILYSKIFF.COM  ∙  WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2009  ∙  VOL. 107 ISSUE 6

Please 
remember to
recycle this 
newspaper.

TODAY’S WEATHER

93 73
HIGH LOW

Mostly Sunny

Tomorrow: Possible T-Storms
93 / 71
Friday: Possible T-Storms
90 / 70

By Kim Little
Staff Reporter

More than 1,800 incoming 
freshmen are attending the uni-
versity this year, which is the 
highest incoming class in the 
school’s history, a university of-

ficial said. 
Ray Brown, dean of admis-

sions, said the exact number of 
the incoming class will not be 
known until the 12th day of the 
semester, which is the official cen-
sus date. 

“Right now we have about 

1,824 (freshmen), but I think we 
will lose five students between 
now and the 12th day,” Brown 
said.

One of the reasons the in-
coming class grew was the in-

NUMBERS

1,607
Freshman students 
enrolled in fall 2004

1,610
Freshman students 
enrolled in fall 2005 

1,652
Freshman students 
enrolled in fall 2006

1,644
Freshman students 
enrolled in fall 2007 

1,630
Freshman students 
enrolled in fall 2008

1,824 
Freshman students 
enrolled in fall 2009

Institutional Research 
admissions statistics 

NO VACANCY

Freshman class largest ever

By Anna Waugh
Staff Reporter

The football team may see more 
fans in the stands this season be-
cause of the efforts of a new com-
mittee, a university official said.  

Scott Kull, associate athletics di-
rector for external operations, said 
current season ticket sales are higher 
than they were this time last year, 
though he did not know the ex-
act number of season tickets sold. 
About 13,500 season tickets were 
sold last year, he said.  

The Committee to Back the 
Frogs, which focused on TV, radio 
and print advertising, as well as bill-
boards and e-mails, is the reason for 
the sales increase, Kull said. 

Leo Munson, associate provost 
for Academic Support Services and 
member of the committee, sent an 
e-mail to faculty and staff Thursday 
containing information about the 
prices for season passes. Munson 
said he sent the e-mail to encourage 
support for student athletes. 

Munson said the committee, 
formed during the summer, was 
created to increase the sale of foot-
ball season passes. He said he was 
asked to join the committee to help 
increase the number of faculty and 
staff season-ticket holders.
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New curator vows to attract artists
ART GALLERIES

PECULIAR FACT
LONDON – Britain’s 
recession has prompted a 
wave of self-help trends 
ranging from bee-keeping to 
growing vegetables – and 
one of the fastest growing is 
do-it-yourself butchery.

—Reuters

TOP iTUNES
DOWNLOADS

1 Party In the U.S.A. 
Miley Cyrus

2 I Gotta Feeling
Black Eyed Peas

3 Down
Jay Sean

4 Whatcha Say
Jason DeRulo

5 Fallin’ for You
Colbie Caillat

6 Use Somebody
Kings of Leon

7 Good Girls Go Bad 
(feat. Leighton 
Meester)
Cobra Starship

8 Hotel Room Service
Pitbull

9 She Wolf
Shakira

10 You Belong With Me
Taylor Swift

— iTunes
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CHANCE WELCH / Multimedia Editor
New curator of the Art Galleries at TCU Christina Rees stands in front of art graduate student 
Timothy Harding’s “PowderedGraphite1.” Rees is preparing for the gallery’s first show which 
is slated for October, entitled “Death of a Propane Salesman.” 

CHANCE WELCH / Multimedia Editor
Due to a shortage of available rooms in Sherley Hall, freshman biology major Joe Wallace 
and his roommate live in a converted lounge.
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See why the University Recre-
ation Center decided to make 
its climbing wall free.
Tomorrow



Pitcock said the majority of 
traditional teaching the stu-
dents received flowed organ-
ically through conversations 
between small groups.

“Lessons differ from stu-
dent to student,” Pitcock 
said. “In some cities like 
Florence, art was obviously 
a big part of the conversa-
tion. In a city like Berlin, we 
talked a lot about politics ... 
Our conversations covered 
a number of different disci-
plines.”

The unusual curriculum 
filled a need unique to hon-
ors students from a credit 
perspective as well.

Students on the trip re-
ceived credit for their Cul-
tural Visions Sequence in 
the Honors College, Pitcock 
said. First- and second-year 
students in the honors col-
lege are required to take 15 
hours a  semester — nine 
elective, and six toward their 
cultural visions sequence he 
said.

“Because (this trip) is so 
intense in terms of experi-
ence, and because it encour-
ages (students) to really go 
out and engage the culture, 
we award credit for that se-
quence,” Pitcock said. “Stu-
dents benefit twofold from 
this. One, they receive cred-
it for the cultural visions se-
quence. But they also gain 

flexibility to pursue a double 
major, or additional classes.”

Corcoran said the trip has 
freed his schedule to pursue 
an accounting and finance 
double major.

“I already fulfilled lower 
division honors require-
ments from the trip, so in-
stead of having to take a his-
tory class like other honors 
students are doing, I can 
add another business class,” 

Corcoran said.
David Neal, a biology ma-

jor, said using a loose itin-
erary let the students maxi-
mize the value of their time. 
In each city the students vis-
ited, they were allowed a day 
that was completely theirs.

“We would end up going 
to different sites, go shop-
ping and do our own thing,” 

Neal said.
The trip was paid for in 

part from the J. Vaughn and 
Evelyne H. Wilson Hon-
ors Faculty Fellowship, but 
each student paid $2,750 
for the trip. The money cov-
ered housing, two meals a 
day, Eurorail pass, Eurorail 
sleeper car from Munich to 
Berlin and cultural activities, 
Pitcock said. Airfare, pass-
port, and spending money 
were not covered.

Lindsay Lock, a film tele-
vision and digital media ma-
jor, said the price was well 
worth the trip.

“I thought it was definite-
ly worth it, because it was a 
good time and I had never 
been to those countries be-
fore.”  Lock said. “It was very 
enriching.”

Pitcock said his enjoy-
ment came from watching 
the students on the trip em-
brace new experiences.

“The most engaging thing 
on a trip like this for me was 
watching kids experience 
Europe for the first time,” 
Pitcock said. “Being with 
kids who saw mountains for 
the first time in their entire 
lives, seeing kids in Berlin 
who weren’t familiar with 
the history of the divided 
city actually have to walk the 
wall and experience it and 
seeing them ask questions 
about all of these things that 
they wouldn’t have asked be-
fore (was the most enjoyable 
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creased admission offers to 
students because of concerns 
of the economy’s effect on 
the freshman class, Brown 
said. The university accepted 
more students to maintain a 
steady number of freshmen 
who might not come to the 
school because of financial is-
sues, he said.

“We extended more offers 
but had more students take 
us up on those offers,” Brown 
said. 

Brown said that from ear-
ly on the school knew this 
was going to happen and 
started making preparations 
for more freshmen in May. 
He said the university had 
to open up more sections of 
freshman courses that re-
sulted in the various colleges 
needing more faculty to keep 
the student-to-faculty ratio 
consistent.

“We don’t want to have the 
class size change,” Brown said. 
“We don’t want the student-
to-faculty ratio to change.” 

Housing also had to work 
some miracles, he said.

“We let housing know it’s 
going to be a tough summer,” 
Brown said. “The housing 
folks are heroes as far as I’m 
concerned.”  

Craig Allen, director of 
Residential Services, said 
his office prepared for the 
high number of freshmen 
by turning lounge areas into 
rooms and creating triple-
occupancy rooms in most 
of the dorms on campus. He 
said students are also living 
in other facilities like the 
GrandMarc. 

Freshman music compo-
sition and psychology major 

Iran Roman said he felt un-
comfortable in his room in 
Waits Hall until he recently 
moved into a double-occu-
pancy room.

“Before yesterday I was 
living in a lounge with seven 
people including me,” Ro-
man said. “There were four 
(bunked) beds and two tables. 
We didn’t have a closet to put 
clothes in.”

Elise Christmas, a fresh-
man psychology major, said 
she is not bothered by the 
number of students living in 
Sherley Hall.

“It doesn’t seem like every-
one’s crowded,” she said. 

Brown said there are record 
percentages this year as far as 
minority representation.

“We will set records on 
blacks, Hispanics, and Native 
Americans,” Brown said. “We 
are right at 20 percent (minor-
ity poluation). Last year we 
were at 19.5 percent to 19.6 
percent.”

According to the Office of 
Institutional Research, the pre-
vious largest incoming fresh-
man class was 1,652 in 2006. 

FRESHMEN
continued from page 1

“I have no reason to be-
lieve that over the last few 
years we haven’t increased 
football ticket sales,” Mun-
son said. “The goal is to fill 
up the stadium for every 
game, quite honestly. To put 
40-something thousand peo-
ple in there.”

Sean Conner, director of 
ticket operations, said the 
football season pass is $75, 
and the all-sport package, 
which provides admission 
to every athletic event on 
campus for the entire year, 
is $100. He said the all-sport 
package is a great value for 

faculty and staff who want to 
support every team.

A season pass for any 
sport other than football is 
$50.

“It basically is coming out 
to about $1 a ticket because 
we have close to 100 ticketed 
events each and every year,” 
Conner said of the all-sport 
package.

Kull said the committee 
also has social media initia-
tives with SuperFrog, Face-
book, Twitter and YouTube. 
He said a group of students 
is helping to increase student 
attendance at games.

The committee also joined 
with a number of schools to 
bring students to five foot-

ball games this season. Fort 
Worth Independent School 
District has committed to 
bring 4,200 children to the 
Sept. 19 game against Texas 
State University-San Mar-
cos, Kull said. The program 
is meant to bring children to 
a TCU football game, as well 
as the university, so they can 
experience the benefits of a 
college campus, he said.

Tickets are $20 for youths 
and $25-$35 for adults.

As for the committee, Kull 
said he thinks it has been 
successful.

“The committee was de-
signed to increase ticket 
sales,” Kull said. “So using 
that logic, it’s working.”

TICKETS
continued from page 1

HONORS
continued from page 1

“Students benefit 
twofold from 
this. One, they 
receive credit 
for the cultural 
visions sequence. 
But they also gain 
flexibility to pursue 
a double major, or 
additional classes.”

Ronald Pitcock
Director of prestigious 
scholarships, John V. 
Roach Honors College

SGA MEETING

Tailgate Attendance
During the Student Government As-

sociation’s House of Student Represen-
tatives meeting Tuesday, representatives 
discussed the new tailgate policy, future 
events and available SGA positions. 

Students who want to bring a guest to 
tailgates must register by noon on the 
Friday before each football game, said 
Kelsie Johnson, student body president. 
Johnson said interested students should 
go to tailgates.tcu.edu and click student 
registration.

Tailgate Beer Prices
Johnson said all beers will cost $2.25. 

She also said the cover band Me and My 
Monkey will play Oct. 3 before the SMU 
game.

Activities
Kennedy Stewart, Programming 

Council chair, announced One Repub-
lic’s concert on Sept. 19, after the Texas 
State home game. The concert will be in 
the Campus Commons and students in-
terested in volunteering during the con-

cert should attend the Sept. 9 information 
session in the Brown-Lupton University 
Union student organizations area.

Book Club
Matt Dietrichson, student body vice 

president, said “One Book, One TCU,” 
chose “Tuesdays with Morrie” for the 
campaign to encourage recreational 
reading. 

SGA announced that it scheduled the 
international, best-selling author of the 
book, Mitch Albom, to speak Oct. 15 on 
campus.

SGA Elections
Merillat Pittman, Speaker of the House, 

said students looking to become more in-
volved in SGA should fill out a represen-
tative application on the SGA Web site 
by Sept. 3. Positions available include 
AddRan, Business, Fine Arts, Education, 
Class of 2013 and Class of 2010. Students 
will vote in the final election Sept. 10, Pit-
tman said.

Katie Love, staff reporter

“There were four 
(bunked) beds and 
two tables. We 
didn’t have a closet 
to put clothes in.”

Iran Roman
Freshman music 
composition and 
psychology major



Bed shortage shows 
severe lack of planning

The Skiff View
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Obama health care 
echoes Nixon plan

Christians unfit to judge

I had heard of the atrocities 
carried out by Westboro Baptist 
Church and its bigoted pastor 
Fred Phelps before.

I knew that the church had been 
picketing at fallen soldiers’ funer-
als, holding signs with “Thank 
God for dead soldiers“ and “God 
hates the USA,” written on them.

But it wasn’t until 2005, when 
Phelps and his more than 70 fol-
lowers came to my hometown 
to protest a soldier’s death, that I 
realized the extent of the contro-
versy.

I had never had to face a na-
tional scandal like that before.

Phelps and his followers picket 
military funerals because they be-
lieve that it’s wrong for soldiers to 
defend a country that has “institu-
tionalized sodomy.”

The church’s Web site claims to 
have carried out more than 41,000 
“peaceful demonstrations” in re-
sponse to “soul-damning, nation-
destroying filth.”

I hope that’s enough for us to 
realize that this issue has gone too 
far.

Homosexuality has always 
been a hot topic among Christian 
circles. As a Christian, I’ve had to 
outline my views on homosexual-
ity and its subsequent issues, like 
gay marriage.

Sadly, the public has taken an 
unrealistic view of Christians’ 

treatment of homosexuals because 
of people like Phelps, and I’ve just 
about had enough.

Yes, Christians have mistreated 
homosexual people throughout 
time. And yes, homosexuality is 
wrong. In fact, it’s contradictory to 
the fundamental truth of the Bible.

In Matthew 22:36, a keeper of 
the law — called a Pharisee or 
Sadducee — asked Jesus, “Teacher, 
which is the great commandment 
in the Law?”

Jesus’ response is one that Fred 
Phelps might not like:

“‘You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your 
mind. This is the greatest and 
foremost commandment.’” The 
second is like it, ‘You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself,’” he says 
in Matthew 22:37-39.

This passage demonstrates the 
gravest area of lacking among 
Christians when they consider 
homosexuality.

My purpose here is not to bash 
my fellow brothers and sisters in 
Christ. I’m coming from a place of 
utter compassion and love.

As Christians, our goal should 
be to demonstrate the grace that 
we’ve so undeservedly received, 
which God gave through His son, 
Jesus, out of love.

Just because we disagree with 
homosexuality and the lifestyle 
that follows it, we are not given 
the authority to judge.

It would be a long, hard, futile 
search through the Bible before 
one realized that God did not give 
us authority to damn a soul.

Instead, in Romans 3, Paul 
writes that “there is not one righ-
teous, not even one.”

A recent CNN.com article re-

ported that hundreds of gay men 
have been tortured and killed in 
Iraq in the last few months.

According to the report, one 
of the groups responsible for the 
crimes, Muqtada al-Sadr’s Mahdi 
Army militia, said it killed “with 
honorable motives,” as outlined by 
the Saddam Hussein era, which al-
Sadr’s group follows because of its 
Shiite beliefs.

Let me present a scenario: A 
disagreement arises between a 
parent and a teenage child. After 
a heated argument, both the child 
and the teenager are livid. They 
can only think about their differ-
ences in opinion and neither will 
back down.

But they don’t kill each other 
just because they disagree. It 
might take a few hours of silent 
treatment, but they forgive.

The teenager wouldn’t picket 
outside his or her parent’s house 
with signs saying, “You deserve to 
die,” either.

Our disdain for someone’s 
views or lifestyle doesn’t give us 
the authority to kill or judge, espe-
cially as Christians who know that 
the greatest command is to “love 
your neighbor as yourself.”

Let’s stop trying our hand at an 
authority, which we were never 
given in the first place, preferably 
before ignorance becomes more 
dangerous.

Wyatt Kanyer is a sophomore news-
editorial major from Yakima, Wash.

WYATT KANYER

Just because we disagree 
with homosexuality and 
the lifestyle that follows 
it, we are not given the 
authority to judge.

SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS

The president of the United States 
was determined: Universal health 
care was something Americans 
should expect, and he would deliver 
it. He argued forcefully for an em-
ployer mandate and for government-
run insurance pools as an option for 
those who couldn’t obtain private 
insurance. Commentators in all the 
media were abuzz.

The time? Nearly 40 years ago. 
The president? Republican Richard 
Milhous Nixon.

The irony doesn’t end there. 
Nixon’s plan failed because of one 
powerful opponent: Sen. Edward M. 
Kennedy. He stood firm in favor of a 
single-payer system, and the moment 
was lost.

In the years leading up to his death 
last week, Kennedy must have regret-
ted this, as he heard the ideas that 
Nixon once espoused as conservative 
doctrine now slandered as socialism 
when proposed by President Barack 
Obama.

The Kennedy skill at collaboration 
had yet to evolve in the early 1970s. 
And given the family history with 
Nixon, who had run against John F. 
Kennedy, a Nixon-Kennedy plan for 
national health care was probably 
asking too much at the time.

It’s apparently asking too much for 
today’s Republicans to collaborate on 
the Nixon, or Obama, goals. But it 
should not be. Today, far more than 
in the ‘70s, the good of the nation 
demands health care reform.

Obama’s mistake has been allow-
ing opponents to frame the debate 
and put him on the defensive. The 
Obama who was a master commu-
nicator during the campaign can re-
capture the lost momentum. He has 
to hammer home the folly of doing 
nothing, which is what his opponents 
want, and convince the American 
people that only through reform will 
they be assured of affordable, high 
quality health care in the future. The 
current system is not sustainable.

While providing health care to the 
20 percent of Americans who now 
have none is critical, the president 
needs to aim his arguments toward 
the 80 percent who have coverage at 

the moment — at least until they get 

laid off — and are scared to death 
that they will have inferior care in the 
future.

He also needs to more strongly 
challenge the pharmaceutical and 
private insurance industries to re-
duce costs. Agreements to do so have 
been touted, but the industries are 
not out there fighting for Obama’s 

reforms. If they’re not on board, then 
he should not let up on the challenge. 
They have a right to reasonable prof-
its, but the nation cannot sustain the 
rate of increase in costs. Fewer and 
fewer businesses will be able to offer 
insurance to their employees at the 
current pace.

The president should be talking 
more about the move to electronic 
medical records, which will reduce 

costs and cut back on medical errors, 
one of the top 10 causes of death. 
And he should accelerate his plan to 
emphasize outcome-based medicine, 
rewarding doctors and hospitals for 
quality, rather than quantity, of care. 
There is ample evidence that the two 
do not equate.

The president has the oratory skills 
to turn this around. He also hap-
pens to be right about what’s needed. 
Richard Nixon, that well known 
socialist, would agree.

The following editorial ap-
peared in the San Jose Mercury 

News on Monday, Aug. 31

Obama’s mistake have 
been allowing opponents 
to frame the debate and 
put him on the defensive.

The Dalai Lama, leader of the 
Buddhist faith, arrived in Taiwan 
on Sunday to provide spiritual 
support to the families of more 
than 500 people who died in the 
recent Typhoon Morakot. His 
trip was loudly protested by the 
Chinese government because 
Taiwan is considered a renegade 
province that could quickly turn 
against China.

Never mind that the Dalai 
Lama leads the world’s most 
peaceful faith. Forget that his 
only message is one of peace and 
freedom for people of all nations. 
Instead, China chose to focus on 
the fact that the Dalai Lama, who 
was exiled from the Buddhist 
capital in Tibet, could somehow 
bring the nation of Taiwan up in 
arms against its communist, non-
spiritual neighbor. 

This is but a recent re-emer-
gence of a pattern of hatred 
against the Buddhist nation of 
Tibet that China has shown since 
the 1950s. 

But since China is so inter-
ested in being a major player 
in the modern world, it should 
embrace the responsibility that 
it has shrugged off. Part of be-
ing a world power is promot-
ing equal rights even if a nation 
should happen to disagree with 
said rights. By refusing to allow 
the Dalai Lama his rightful place 
in Tibet as well as attacking him 
when he helps other countries, 
China manages to snub one of 
the world’s largest religions in fa-
vor of modern-day imperialism. 

Of course, the United States is 
not completely blameless in this 
whole situation. While the U.S. 
carefully acknowledges the Dalai 
Lama, it all but ignores the crisis 
in Myanmar, a nation where the 
rightful president is held under 
house arrest by a military junta. 
Though most of the Myanmar 
population overwhelmingly sup-
ports democracy, Myanmar is a 
Buddhist nation. Bound by their 

faith, they are unable to dem-
onstrate violently or attempt to 
physically attack the ruling party.

But if all nations actually ad-
hered to their religions of choice, 
there wouldn’t be any wars to 
begin with. Most versions of holy 
books suggest nonviolence as the 
route to the afterlife. As far as 
I can tell, Buddhism is the only 
religion that actually practices 
what it preaches.

So if the U.S. simply must 
ignore the “Thou shall not kill” 
parts of its faith by starting wars 
in countries that don’t want our 
help, how about getting involved 
with a country so devout that it 
cannot help itself?

Libby Davis is a junior news-
editorial journalism and his-

tory major from Coppell.

China’s ire at Dalai Lama unfair

LIBBY DAVIS

Part of being a world 
power is promoting 
equal rights even 
if a nation should 
happen to disagree 
with said rights.

SXC.HU

With the admittance of 1,824 freshmen, about 200 
more freshmen than an average fall semester 
entry, the university has leaped over its record 

breaker and really made an impact on the student popula-
tion.

Such a large increase of new students means many more 
opportunities for students to interact with different person-
alities, cultures and attitudes. Ray Brown, dean of admis-
sions, said the university admitted more students because the 
administration didn’t expect so many of them to enroll at the 
university during an economic recession.

Now the university has a greater number of freshmen than 
ever before because more than expected took their accep-
tance letters and ran straight for the university. Unfortunate-
ly, that many more students means that many more bodies to 
house.

If university admission officials sent out that many accep-
tance letters, they should have been prepared for that many 
students. Milton Daniel Hall could have housed about 325 
residents, but it’s closed because of construction. The univer-
sity has been leasing townhomes, putting students in lounges 
or triple-occupancy rooms meant for two and pricey off-
campus apartments. 

An easier solution would be to relax the stipulation man-
dating that all sophomores live on campus. When the mea-
sure was implemented in 2007, administrators said it was put 
in place to foster a sense of community on campus. However, 
the measure could have been temporarily suspended to al-
leviate the surge in incoming freshmen.

News editor Maricruz Salinas for the editorial board.



By Lynn Elber
AP Television Writer

LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
It’s enough to provoke a 
string of expletives from any 
devout George Carlin ad-
mirer: The comedian never 
won an Emmy Award in his 
lifetime despite a half-dozen 
nominations.

TV academy voters have 
the chance to make indirect 
amends, and gladden his 
daughter’s heart, by honoring 
“George Carlin: The Kennedy 
Center Mark Twain Prize.”

“My father was someone 
who did change the face of 
television with his HBO spe-
cials,” Kelly Carlin McCall 
said. “He was a man who, over 
almost 20 years, made televi-
sion exciting to watch. I think 
it’s too bad they didn’t get to 
honor him that way.”

Last year’s Emmy loss was 
“particularly poignant” be-
cause it followed his death of 
heart failure by three months, 
she said.

Carlin, a multiple Grammy-
winner for his comedy albums, 
shook up television with 14 
standup specials that skewered 
hypocrisy in language and so-
cial mores. He was 71 when 
he died, his razor-sharp satire 
unblunted.

TV academy voters missed 
what appeared to be the last 
opportunity to honor him 
when “George Carlin: It’s Bad 
for Ya!” lost to “Mr. Warmth: 
The Don Rickles Project.”

An Emmy for the Mark 
Twain Prize ceremony 

would belong the producers 
of the tribute, which was an-
nounced days before Carlin’s 
death and held last Novem-
ber. It was the first time the 
Twain honor was presented 
posthumously.

Among its competitors in 
the grab-bag category of out-
standing special class program: 
the extravagant, jaw-dropping 
opening of the 2008 Beijing 
Summer Olympics; the Tony 
and Academy Award cere-
monies; and a Carnegie Hall 
tribute to composer Leonard 
Bernstein.

The “weird” categories in 
which Carlin’s specials have 
competed are part of the prob-
lem, his daughter said, with 
voters comparing “apples and 
orange” among the nominees.

“Please, it’s just crazy,” Car-
lin McCall said of the her fa-
ther’s tribute being pitted 
against the Olympic opener.

Not that the iconoclast was 
pining for the winged trophy.

“He always saw the awards 
show thing as a bit of a game. I 
mean, he’s George Carlin; he’s 
going to buy into that stuff?” 
she asked, rhetorically.

But he was “absolutely 
thrilled” by the prestigious 

Twain honor and appreciated 
being recognized for his work, 
especially later in life, Carlin 
McCall said.

During the Kennedy Center 
show, Jon Stewart, Lily Tomlin, 
Joan Rivers and others saluted 
Carlin for inspiring them in 
comedy and in helping to 
push the boundaries of free 
speech. Dennis Leary said he 
grew up in a church that issued 
lists of banned works, includ-
ing Carlin’s. That immediately 
induced Leary and fellow altar 
boys to pool their money so 
they could hear “Seven Words 
You Can Never Say on TV” for 
themselves.

“That was when I realized 
you could make money for 
saying things my dad used 
to say when he was fixing 
the car,” Leary said during 
the tribute.

The special class program 
award will be announced dur-
ing the Sept. 12 creative arts 
ceremony, hosted by Kathy 
Griffin and airing Sept. 18 as 
an E! Entertainment special. 
The main Emmy ceremony 
with host Neil Patrick Harris 
will air live Sept. 20 on CBS.

Producers of the Carlin spe-
cial have campaigned in trade 
publication ads, including one 
that read, “7 words George 
Carlin never got to say on tele-
vision: ‘Thank you all for this 
wonderful Emmy.’”

Whatever the outcome, 
Carlin will get the final say. 
“Last Words,” his autobiog-
raphy, is to be released in 
November by the Simon & 
Schuster imprint Free Press.

By Greg Keller
AP Business Writer

PARIS (AP) — America has 
some of the industrial world’s 
worst rates of infant mortality, 
teenage pregnancy and child 
poverty, even though it spends 
more per child than better-per-
forming countries such as Swit-
zerland, Japan and the Nether-
lands, a new survey indicates.

The OECD, a Paris-based 
watchdog of industrialized na-
tions, urged the United States to 
shift more of its public spending 
to its youngest children, under 
the age of six, to improve their 
health and educational perfor-
mance.

The report released Tuesday, 
“Doing Better for Children,” 
marks the first time the Orga-
nization for Economic Coop-
eration and Development has 
reported on child well-being 
within its 30 member countries.

The U.S. spends an average of 
$140,000 per child, well over the 
OECD average of $125,000. But 
this spending is skewed heavily 
toward older children between 
12 and 17, the OECD survey 
showed.

U.S. spending on children 
under six, a period the OECD 
says is key to children’s future 
well-being, lags far behind oth-
er countries, amounting to only 
$20,000 per child on average 
compared to the OECD average 
of $30,000, the survey showed.

“A better balance of spend-
ing between the ‘Dora the Ex-
plorer’ years of early childhood 
and the teenage ‘Facebook’ years 
would help improve the health, 
education and well-being of all 
children in the long term,” the 
OECD said.

As a result, it says, infant 
mortality in the U.S. is the 
fourth-worst in the OECD af-
ter Mexico, Turkey and Slo-

vakia. American 15-year-olds 
rank seventh from the bottom 
on the OECD’s measure of av-
erage educational achievement. 
Child poverty rates in the U.S. 
are nearly double the OECD av-
erage, at 21.6 percent compared 
to 12.4 percent.

The rate of teen births in the 
U.S. is three times the OECD av-
erage, with only Mexico record-
ing a higher rate among OECD 
countries, the report said.

Timothy Smeeding, author of 
“Poor Kids in a Rich Country: 
America’s Children in Compar-
ative Perspective,” said America’s 
troubles stem from a flawed mix 
of government spending and 
not enough help for the work-
ing poor.

“Most of what we spend is for 
health care, so there is less mon-
ey to spend on income support 
programs, to keep the incomes 
of the poor up. We do spend 
highly on education — but it’s 
off the charts on health care,” 
he said by telephone from the 
United States.

Some European countries 
have public preschools and day 
cares, for example.

“The parents in Europe aren’t 
as poor. They have universal 
health care, and it’s understood 
that you have access to health 
care without recrimination. 
... They have children when 
they’re ready,” said Smeeding, 
who also heads the Institute 
for Research on Poverty at 
the University of Wisconsin-
Madison.

“A lot of kids born in our 
country are accidents,” he said.

Among other OECD coun-
tries, France, Germany, Brit-
ain and Belgium spend more 
on their children than the U.S., 
while Switzerland, Ireland, 
Australia and Italy spend less, 
according to the survey.

The countries that spend 

the most on early childhood 
include Hungary, Finland and 
the Slovak Republic, which 
each devote well over a quarter 
of all childhood spending to 
children under the age of six.

Britain also spends more 
than the OECD average on its 
children, and like the U.S., de-
votes most of this spending to 
its older children between the 
ages of 12 and 17.
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NOW HIRING 

AD REPS
FOR THE SKIFF
Sell ads for the TCU Daily Skiff, dailyskiff.com and TCU Image Magazine.
Great pay. Great experience. Great job.
Apply now. Email your resume to skiffads@tcu.edu.

Carlin up for elusive award

“My father was 
someone who did 
change the face 
of television with 
his HBO specials.”

Kelly Carlin McCall
Carlin’s daughter

AP PHOTO/HBO, Robert Sebree
Released by HBO, this photo shows George Carlin in a promo for his HBO special “It’s Bad For Ya.”

CHILD WELFARE

EMMYS

Study: U.S. lags behind
NUMBERS

$140,000
Amount spent per 
child in the U.S.

$125,000
Amount spent per 
child in other devel-
oped nations

 $20,000
Amount spent on 
children under six in 
the U.S.

$30,000
Amount spent on chil-
dren under six in other 
developed nations

21.6%
Child poverty rates in 
the U.S.

12.4%
Child poverty rates in 
other developed na-
tions

Source: Organization 
for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development
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Sponsored by:
SUDOKU PUZZLE

Directions
Fill in the grid so 
that every 3x3 box, 
row and column 
contains the digits 1 
through 9 without 
repeating numbers.

See Thursday’s paper 
for sudoku and 
crossword solutions. GET TIPS AND MORE SOLUTIONS  

AT WWW.SUDOKU.COM

Tuesday’s Solutions

Sponsored by:

TODAY’S CROSSWORD

C L A S S I F I E D S
TCU DAILY SKIFF 35¢ PER WORD PER DAY

45¢ PER BOLD WORD PER DAY
www.tcudailyskiff.com/classifieds TO PLACE YOUR AD

Skiff Advertising
817-257-7426
dailyskiff.com

 

 HELP WANTED
 

SPORTS-MINDED PART-TIME JOB $20.00-

$25.00/ Hour! Very Flexible Schedule. Evenings 

& Weekends Available. Next to TCU Campus, 

Top Gun Promotions 817-546-3905

GET $$$$ FOR PASSING OUT...  817.386.2530

BABYSITTER NEEDED Hello Everyone! I am 

looking for college student who is looking for 

some extra cash. I live in the Ridglea area and I 

have two children If your interested call or email 

me. Thanks so much!

Jennifer jengirl76@gmail.com or 817.917.0382 

817.437.1170
 

 FOR SALE
 

ELECTRA COASTER bicycle 3 speed, 

like new $200 817.551.7741

PIANO Boston Upright Beautiful 

Mahogony; $9000 OBO. Jim 817.675.6442
 

 FOR RENT
 

FOR RENT Newly Remodeled duplex, 

close to campus, $650/ month, contact at 

hermanboswell.com or 817.274.1800

Today in History
On this day in 1969, America’s 
first automatic teller machine 
(ATM) makes its public debut.
— History Channel

Joke of the Day
Q: What dog keeps the best time?
A: A watch dog.



This weekend Arlington 
will host the spotlight of 
college football week one at 
Cowboys Stadium. Two top 
25 teams, Brigham Young 
University and the Universi-
ty of Oklahoma, will face off 
in a battle with tons of late 
season implications not only 
for the two teams playing, 
but also for TCU. 

Later in the season, the 
big top in Arlington will 
host former Southwest Con-
ference rivals Texas A&M 
University and the Uni-
versity of Arkansas in the 
first match between the two 
teams since 1991, Baylor 
vs. Texas Tech, the Big XII 
tournament, and the long 
time Metroplex tradition, 
the AT&T Cotton Bowl.

Big college football pro-
grams are realizing the kind 
of national attention playing 
in the new stadium brings. 
But left out of this list is 
TCU, the big-time college 
program that sits in Cow-
boys Stadium’s backyard.

The biggest weekend 
for college football in the 
Dallas-Fort Worth Metro-
plex is always Texas-OU 
weekend at the State Fair 
of Texas. Two college rivals 
travel almost exactly half 
way between each campus 
to fight for some of the most 
important bragging rights 
in the South, and in recent 
years a trip to the National 
Championship. The neutral 
site provides equal opportu-
nity for fan turnout, so both 
teams have to deal with the 
same fan related problems 
as home-field advantage is 
thrown out the door.

In the shadows of Texas-
OU is another very old Me-
troplex tradition, the DFW 
Battle for the Iron Skillet. 
The Interstate 30 matchup 
has in years past determined 
national championships and 
was one of the hottest tick-
ets in town. Now, as TCU 
has propelled itself back 
into the national spotlight 
and SMU has struggled to 
recover from the death pen-
alty after their “Pony Ex-
press” years, the game isn’t 

as important on a national 
level, but still has relevance 
in the local community.

This year, as TCU is 
projected by many to be the 
top BCS buster candidate, 
the SMU-TCU game means 
more than most national re-
porters would ever think of 
writing because a Pony win 
would wreck any chance 
of TCU achieving college 
football Nirvana. So why 
not bring some national 
attention back to one of 
the game’s longest running 
rivalries?

As Metroplex residents 
have seen, if you open the 
doors of Cowboys Stadi-
um for any reason, people 
will come to see the giant 
video screen and all that the 
building has to offer.

However, there are a 
few factors standing in the 
way. Both school’s athletic 
directors commented on 
each school’s desire to keep 
football tradition on campus. 
SMU plays in the recently 
built Gerald J. Ford Stadium 
and TCU is doing work to 
build what TCU athletics 
director Danny Morrison says 
will be the Camden Yards 
of college football at Amon 
Carter Stadium.

“Our primary focus is 
to play our games at Amon 
Carter Stadium because we 
love the on-campus venue, 
but that doesn’t proclude us 
from at some point looking at 
a game in the Cowboys Sta-
dium,” Morrison said.

Steve Orsini, SMU Director 
of Athletics, said that SMU 
has no desire to play home 
games in Cowboys Stadium 
but would consider playing a 
road contest in Arlington.

Next year’s duel is sched-
uled to be in Dallas.

PAGE 6  ·  WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2009 DAILYSKIFF.COM

SPORTS
KILLER BEARS
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MATT COFFELT / Staff Photographer 
Senior outside hitter Lauren Otto tips the ball over two Baylor blockers.  The Horned Frogs lost in the fifth set 15-13. For more details 
about the game, check out DailySkiff.com.

Colleges lured 
by new stadium

T-BALL

TRAVIS L. BROWN

By Chris Blake
Staff Reporter

The members of the foot-
ball team will not be the 
only ones chasing a cham-
pionship this fall. Super-
Frog was selected as one of 
12 mascots to compete in 
the 2009 Capital One Mas-
cot Challenge, a contest in 
which college football fans 
vote for their favorite of the 
bunch.

SuperFrog will compete 
for the ultimate mascot prize 
this fall with Bearcat from 
Cincinnati, Big Red from 
Western Kentucky, Bill from 
Navy, Boomer from Okla-
homa, Bucky from Wiscon-
sin, Butch from Washing-
ton State, Hairy Dawg from 
Georgia, Jack Rabbit from 
South Dakota, Mike from 
LSU, Sebastian from Miami 

and Testudo from Maryland.
Each mascot has its own 

profile page on the competi-
tion’s Web site that contains 
must-know information, 
like that Sebastian is 6-foot-
9, making him “Eye to eye 
with linebackers,” or that 
Bearcat’s training regimen 
consists of “Tai Kwan Kat 
and Bear Don Jo.”

The 6-foot-6, 215-pound 
SuperFrog, in his rookie 
year on the challenge, trains 
by doing the Frog-leg press 
and eats pizza with ancho-
vies, worms and ants as a 
pre-game meal.

Every mascot is paired 
with another each week and 
whichever mascot receives 
the most votes that week will 
receive a victory. After 11 
weeks the mascots with the 
best 8 records will advance 
to the playoffs and will be 

seeded 1 through 8 accord-
ing to their records.

The playoffs start on Nov. 
16 and end on Dec. 14. The 
winning mascot will be an-
nounced during the Capital 
One Bowl on Jan. 1.

Each school whose mas-
cot was selected to par-
ticipate in the challenge 
received $5,000 to use in 
scholarships and in the 
funding of its school’s mas-
cot program. The school 
of the winning mascot will 
get an additional $15,000 in 
scholarship funding.

SuperFrog is just the 
second mascot from Texas 
to compete in the mascot 
challenge, following Baylor’s 
Bruiser. SuperFrog is also 
the third mascot out of the 
Mountain West Conference 
to participate, following The 
Bird of the Air Force Acad-

emy asand BYU’s Cosmo.
Recent champions include 

Butch T. Cougar from Wash-
ington State in 2006, Zippy 
from Akron in 2007 and Cy 
from Iowa State in 2008. The 
only mascot to win multiple 
times was Monty the Griz-
zly from Montana, who won 
in the inaugural year of 2002 
and again 2004.

Voting started on Mon-
day at www.capitalonebowl.
com.

Superfrog battles rival mascots 

This year, as TCU is 
projected by many 
to be the top BCS 
buster candidate, 
the SMU-TCU 
game means 
more than most 
national reporters 
would ever 
think of writing 
because a Pony 
win would wreck 
any chance of TCU 
achieving college 
football nirvana.

This week’s 
matchup

What: Superfrog vs. 
Bucky the Badger from 
Wisconsin

Where to vote: Vote for 
Superfrog now at www.
capitalonebowl.com

How does the BYU/OU football 
game affect TCU? 
Tomorrow


