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2008 FOOTBALL

UNDERFRO

The Skiff previews the
2008 Horned Frog
football season.
Special section

CORRECTIONS

Michael Phelps’ name
was misspelled on the
front page of Wednesday's
newspaper.

In a photo on the front
page of Wednesday's paper,
students were playing
roulette. The game was
misidentified in the photo
caption.

BEST SELLING VIDEO
GAMES OF 2008
(millions)
1 Grand Theft Auto IV~ $6.3
5 Super Smash Bros.

Brawl $5.4
3 Mario Kart Wii $4.7
4 \Wii Fit $3.6
5 Guitar Hero Il $3.5

o
Going to the movies this
weekend? Let the Skiff
help you pick.

Features, page 8

PECULIAR FACT

DARWIN, Australia - An Indian
woman gave birth to a healthy
boy aboard a jet airliner while
flying to Australia to reunite
with her husband.

— Associated Press

Get ready for your fantasy
football season with some
draft tips

Sports, page 12

WEATHER

Today: Partly Cloudy
98/74

Tomorrow: Partly Cloudy
95/74

Sunday: Isolated T-Storms
95/73

CONTACT US

Send your questions,
complaints and hot tips to the
Skiff.

news@dailyskiff.com

" Please
‘ remember to
‘ recycle this
‘ ’ newspaper.

COMING WEDNESDAY
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Residential Services pilots free
laundry system.

5%

Students voice their opinions
about the new dining hall.

Fraternity booted from chapter house

By Victoria Maranan
Staff Reporter

TCU’s Phi Kappa Sigma chapter has
lost its charter and been kicked out of its
house, a university official said.

Josh Schutts, coordinator of Fraternity
and Sorority Life and IFC adviser, said the
decision was made by the national orga-
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nization in conjunction with TCU this
summer.

Don Mills, vice chancellor for student
affairs, said the decision had been consid-
ered for more than a year. He also said the
fraternity was penalized for “misconduct,”
but declined to elaborate.

Hamilton Smith, executive director of
the Phi Kappa Sigma International Fra-
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ternity, declined to comment about the
situation.

Schutts said past events influenced this
decision but declined to specify what these
events were.

“There are some issues from the past
involving mostly risk management,” he
said.

Gerald Ewbanks, a senior supply and

AUSTIN BOWLER / Staff Photographer
Participants in the Center for Healthy Aging exercise program stay healthy in a class at the University Recreation Center. The program is sponsored by
the nursing and kinesiology departments.

Elderly stay active in special rec class

By Jackie Rodriguez
Staff Reporter

Former TCU staff member Roberta
Corder has found her way back to TCU
through the doors of the University
Recreation Center.

Sporting a pink T-shirt and gray leg-
gings, Corder, 68, was all smiles after

a workout session.

“It’s good for me,” Corder said, hold-
ing a large exercise ball. “Otherwise, I
get lazy and stay in bed.”

Corder is a participant in a new ex-
ercise program for older adults devel-
oped by the Center for Healthy Aging,
within the Harris School of Nursing
and Health Sciences, in partnership

with the kinesiology and nursing de-
partments.

Linda Curry, executive director of
the Center for Healthy Aging, said the
primary goal of the program is to offer
resources for older adults.

“Older workers are not retiring, and

SEE SENIORS - PAGE 2

Shakespeare festival to debut June 2009

By Chelsea Smith
Staff Reporter

For the TCU theatre department,
summer without Shakespeare just didn’t
seem sweet.

“A community that is as rich in cul-
ture and fine arts as Fort Worth, it needs
to have a professional Shakespeare com-
pany, said Harry Parker, theatre depart-
ment chair. “It’s really a dearth”

Parker and associate theatre profes-
sor T. J. Walsh hope to help fill that void
with the June 2009 debut of the Trinity
Shakespeare Festival at TCU.

“Our goal is to do Shakespeare pro-
fessionally, and do it well,” said Walsh,
the project’s artistic director. “If we do
that, this festival can last a long, long
time.”

Allied Theatre Group at Stage West
brought the Bard to local audiences ev-

ery summer via the city’s Shakespeare
in the Park program. However, the 25-
year-old series folded before the 2002
season due to a lack of public funding,
the group’s spokesman Jerry Russell
wrote in an e-mail.

This latest take on the Shakespeare
summer program is made possible by
a grant from the university’s Vision in
Action fund, which allocates money to
programs that will enhance TCU’s aca-
demic profile. Walsh said the university
will provide a total of $272,000 to cover
production costs during the festival’s
first and second year.

“The festival wouldn’t happen if we
hadn’t secured the grant,” said Parker,
who will act as the event’s managing di-
rector. “If we sold every ticket possible
for every performance in the summer
of 2009, it wouldn’t even come close to
meeting our expenses.”

Parker said money from the grant

will cover the price tag of hiring pro-
fessional actors, directors and designers
to work alongside TCU theatre students
in producing two of Shakespeare’s most
popular plays, “Romeo and Juliet” and
“Twelfth Night” The actors will per-
form the shows in repertory, mean-
ing the same cast will perform in both
shows on alternating nights. Saturdays
will feature a matinee and an evening
show, so theatergoers have the option of
seeing both shows in one day. Tickets
are expected to sell for about $20.

Anticipation is already building for

the festival’s debut.

“People kept asking us when the

Shakespeare festival was going to come
back,” Walsh said. “It’s tradition. He’s
considered the greatest writer in the
English language and he needs to be
seen.”

value chain management major and the
president of Phi Kappa Sigma, said there
were certain events in the past year and the
fraternity tried to “straighten things out.”
He declined to discuss details.

Craig Allen, director of Residential Ser-
vices, confirmed that the Phi Kappa Sig-

SEE PHI KAPPS - PAGE 2

Chancellor
undecided
on alcohol
age change

Other college leaders disagree

By Mischa Astroff
Staff Reporter

University officials from some of the
nation’s best-known colleges are push-
ing for lawmakers to consider lowering
the drinking age from 21 to 18, but the
chancellor said he is unsure of his stance
on the issue.

Chancellor Victor Boschini said he is
weighing both sides and has yet to make
a decision.

However, Boschini said the university
will abide by state and local laws regard-
ing alcohol consumption.

The Amethyst Initiative is a movement
that began in July with members of the
Annapolis Group, a group of about 120
liberal arts colleges that agreed the drink-
ing age in America was not an effective
means to promote responsible drinking
habits.

According to the Amethyst Initiative’s
Web site, a signatory is responsible for
pledging both themselves and their in-
stitutions to play an active role in the na-
tional discussion on lowering the drink-
ing age.

TCU is not committed to the initia-
tive, however, Don Mills, vice chancellor
for student affairs, said he is in favor of
lowering the drinking age.

“I think lowering the drinking age

SEE ALCOHOL - PAGE 2

Library to run
24 hours a day
as of next week

By Kimmy Daycock
Staff Reporter

Beginning Tuesday, the Mary Couts Bur-
nett Library will be open 24 hours a day for
five days a week.

June Koelker, dean of the library, said be-
cause of the Labor Day holiday, the library will
open at 7 a.m. Tuesday morning and will stay
open continuously

until Friday night " It'S rea | |y
at 8 p.m.

Normally, the been a
library will open T hre e-year
Sunday at noon effort from
and stay open
continuouslyuntil  StU dent
Friday at 8 p.m.

Koelker sud GOVe€rnment
the  Saturday aNn d from
hours of 9 am. to
8 p.m. will go un- student
changed. leaders on

“This has come
about because a campus to

try to get 24-
hour access.”

group of students
identified that the
library’s  hours
were not sufficient
for their academ-
ic needs,” Koelker
said.

In March 2007, INTERCOM, a group of
student leaders from organizations, such as
the Student Government Association, Panhel-
lenic Council and the Residence Hall Associa-

Thomas Pressly
SGA president

SEE LIBRARY - PAGE 2
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would be beneficial to the TCU
campus,” Mills said. “A school
would be more in its place to
educate about responsible legal
drinking rather than policing il-
legal underage drinking”

SENIORS

continued from page 1

they don’t have to,” Curry said.
“Exercise and engagement with
others keeps people young”

According to 2000 U.S. Census
Bureau, seniors — adults age 65
and up — make up 9.6 percent of
Fort Worth’s population.

Carol Pope, adviser for the Cen-
ter for Healthy Aging and associ-
ate professor of kinesiology, said
the exercise program focuses on
activities that improve balance,
strength, flexibility, endurance
and cardiovascular health. Pope
said she became interested in de-
veloping an exercise program after
learning of research conducted by
another kinesiology professor.

Melody Phillips, an assistant

PHI KAPPS

continued from page 1

mas dormitory in Martin Moore
Hall, did not stay empty.

“The fraternity is not there [any-
more] so there are other students
living there,” Allen said.

Ewbanks sent a letter to the
TCU Greek community Thurs-
day morning assuring it that the
fraternity would still participate
in Greek activities regardless of

LIBRARY

continued from page 1

tion, proposed an extension of library
hours to the Board of Trustees.
Thomas Pressly, SGA president,
said 24-hour access to the library was
needed to accommodate the growing
residential community on campus.
“It’s really been a three-year effort

Students expressed mixed
thoughts about the Amethyst
Initiative.

“The sooner we allow teens to
drink, the more alcohol will be-
come a common commodity and
less of a luxury,” sophomore mu-
sic performance major Brandon
Polson said. “Teens would be less

professor of kinesiology, specifi-
cally researched the impact of re-
sistance training on older wom-
en.

Phillips, a member of the Center
for Healthy Aging Research Com-
mittee, said many of the women
she studied noted an increased
ability to perform daily tasks af-
ter exercising. Phillips said among
the participants was a woman who
went to the salon three times a
week because she couldn’t do her
hair herself, which changed after
she began exercising.

“She only went to the beauty sa-
lon when she wanted to,” Phillips
said. “That was because she now
has the ability to hold her arms
above her head for a longer period
of time.”

After Phillip’s original research

the changes.

“Phi Kappa Sigma will con-
tinue its participation and rep-
resentation on IFC, compete in
intramurals, conduct recruitment
and engage in philanthropies and
community service,” Ewbanks
wrote, “The only difference be-
tween this year and those of the
past is our absence in the house
on campus and social probation
for the fall semester.”

Besides losing their facilities,

from student government and from
student leaders on campus to try to
get 24-hour access,” he said.
Koelker said security needs for
the late-night hours were a concern.
After midnight on any of the 24/5
nights, a security guard placed at
the front of the library will check to
make sure students have their TCU
ID cards with them when they come

likely to binge drink if they didn’t
have to hide their drinking?”

Some students, however,
don’t agree starting to drink at
a younger age is the best deci-
sion.

“I don’t think it’s necessary to
start drinking at 18,” junior edu-
cation major Darius Yaites said.

“I've been able to wait until 'm
21 without alcohol and I think it’s
for the best that the legal drink-
ing age stays at 21.”

There are 129 signatories of
the Amethyst Initiative which
include Duke University, Johns
Hopkins University and Dart-
mouth College.
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Enrollment up at
Energy Institute

By Krystal Upshaw

training because the state of

project ended, participants ex-
pressed interest in continuing with
the exercise program. Participants
from the original program and
newcomers now meet on a weekly
basis at the rec center, she said.

Cynthia Bird, the exercise pro-
gram’s instructor, said she uses a
variety of techniques to engage
participants, including playing
music from their generation.

“They are so dedicated,” she
said.

Participants in the exercise
program must be at least 60 years
old and are required to be cleared
by their doctor before enrolling,
which costs $200 per semester.
The enrollment fee is $120 for
participants who are already mem-
bers of the University Recreation
Center. Only 20 participants are

the fraternity also lost the privi-
lege to host social events where al-
cohol will be served because they
are on alcohol probation. However,
the probation had nothing to do
with the decision that removed the
fraternity from the house, Schutts
said.

James Parker, the director of Fra-
ternity and Sorority Life, said the
Phi Kappa Sigmas remain recog-
nized regardless of the changes.

“It’s still a recognized chapter;”

to the library, she said. If they fail to
show their TCU ID cards, they will
not be allowed to enter.

As another safety precaution,
with the exception of finals week,
certain areas of the library will be
off limits to students after midnight,
Koelker said. The east side of the li-
brary where the archives are located
will be closed, along with the base-

allowed per semester.

Under the Center for Healthy
Aging, the Harris College of Nurs-
ing and Health Sciences created
a new interdisciplinary healthy
aging minor. The minor requires
students to take Sociology of Ag-
ing, Interdisciplinary Approaches
to Healthy Aging and a directed
studies course. In addition to these
courses, students must take nine
hours of classes within the depart-
ments.

Like the exercise program, the
goal of the minor is to improve
the quality of life for older adults,
Curry said.

“We need to recognize that the
majority of people visiting the
hospital are older. That’s what
makes this minor so important,”
Curry said.

he said. “But it’s a colony now as
opposed to active”

A colony is a fraternity that is
not active in its national organi-
zation.

The Phi Kappa Sigmas expect
to be chartered again by the next
year, Ewbanks said.

In the meantime, they will have
to act upon the goals and objec-
tives set by their national orga-
nization in order to regain their
charter, Schutts said.

ment and the media library.

Koelker said food will be avail-
able at Bistro Burnett during the
late-night hours.

“I think that it will be very ben-
eficial because it will give students
the opportunity to study more and
improve their grades,” said junior
radio-TV-film major Caroline
Keith.

Staff Reporter

A rising demand for land
professionals has caused en-
rollment in TCU’s petroleum
land practices program to
double since last fall, a Nee-
ley School of Business official

said.

Marcia Ivey, assistant direc-
tor of executive development
at the Tandy Center for Ex-
ecutive Leadership, said the
program was prompted by
interest in the Barnett Shale,
a large natural gas reserve en-
compassing more than 5,000
square miles and covering
at least 17 counties in North

Texas.

“We realized there was a
need for people to be trained
in the area of land practices,
and we wanted to try and meet
that market need by giving

this program,” Ivey said.

The nondegree certificate
program, created by the TCU
Energy Institute in partner-
ship with the Neeley School,
debuted last fall with 15 stu-
dents, and so far 30 people
have enrolled for this fall,

Ivey said.

John Baum, director of the
program, said the program’s
curriculum targets students
who already have undergrad-
uate degrees in an energy-
related field or people with
extensive experience in the

energy industry.

“We like to have people
with degrees, but it doesn’t
have to be in geology,” Baum

said.

There are 40 seats in the fall

class, Baum said.

Ken Morgan , director of
the TCU Energy Institute, said
he expects the class to reach

full enrollment.

“There’s a great need for the

Texas has doesn’t have any re-
quirements or tests for being
a land professional. We hope
that our PLP experience will
help land professionals meet
state requirements should that
ever be mandated,” Morgan
said.

The 55-hour program
touches vital fundamentals
in the energy industry such
as technical, legal and ethical
issues that affect land profes-
sionals. The program also
requires a field trip to a gas
drilling site and the Tarrant
County Courthouse, which
Morgan said will help students
have a better understanding of
the responsibilities and activi-
ties of land professionals.

Baum and Morgan teach
courses in the program along
with other faculty members,
including Provost Nowell
Donovan.

Baum said the program
does not guarantee a job upon
completion, but it does work
with graduates to help them
find employment.

“We are finding that people
are having good luck finding
jobs,” Baum said.

The Energy Institute and
the Neeley School also of-
fer customized programs for
energy companies such as
Holland Acquisitions, a land
management company based
in Fort Worth, which partici-
pated in the customized pro-
gram.

“We meet with the com-
pany to discuss the goals
they have for the knowledge
of their employees, then we
show them our existing cur-
riculum and we ask them for
ways that they would like for
it to be altered, and we work
with each instructor to make
sure it happens,” Ivey said.
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OPINION

The Skiff View

New academic programs
enhance curriculum

CU has added a new fancy dining hall and fully renovated,

state-of-the art facilities to campus. But that’s not all. In addi-

tion to the new buildings, more academic programs have been
introduced to enhance students” education.

With the university growing at a rapid pace, it's no wonder new pro-
grams are being added at the same rate.

The psychology department recently added a child development ma-
jor. The new program allows psychology majors to specialize in work-
ing with children. Jackie Pennings, research coordinator for the TCU
Institute of Child Development, said there was a demand in the depart-

ment for the program.

TCU also added a certificate for international studies and a healthy
aging minor. The certificate can be added to any major and is designed
for students looking for academic experiences in international com-
munities. The program will increase students’ communication skills
and allow students to interact in a global stage, which is what TCU is all
about. As for the healthy aging minor, students will become more aware

of the needs of older adults.

Students need these opportunities, and it is up to the administration

to promote them. Well done TCU.

Those working toward adding more variety to career choices should
be applauded for constantly taking advantage of new opportunities to
campus. Expansion is what the campus needs and wants. For example,
the number of students who enrolled in the non-degree petroleum land
practices program has doubled since last fall.

The expanding curriculum allows students to broaden their horizons

and develop a well-rounded mind.

Opinion editor Patricia Espinosa for the editorial board
The Skiff View represents the collective opinion of the editorial board.

MCT
Sen. Hillary Clinton, D-N.Y., speaks to a crowd at the Democratic National Convention in Denver August 21.

Clinton’s speech successful
in attempt to unite Party

Hillary Clinton’s Tuesday night speech
at the Democratic National Convention
in Denver was as effective as her gaudy;,
orange pant-suit. It kept my attention,
served its purpose and was aesthetically
disturbing.

It all began with a stunning video hom-
age to the former first lady’s life work
followed by a heartfelt introduction by
daughter Chelsea Clinton, whom I actu-
ally had the opportunity to speak with
when she came to campus last semes-
ter.

I asked Chelsea Clinton one simple
question: If any song could play whenever
you entered a room, what would it be?
Her answer: “Beautiful Day” by U2. My
unspoken answer: Of course you would.
To be honest, I was expecting something
a little more creative like “Get It Shawty”
by Lloyd, but that’s what I get for setting
high expectations for public figures.

However, at this particular venue,
Clinton, with her aggressive one-liners
and call for party unity, met the expecta-
tions of pundits on cable television.

This address was highly anticipated
because of the heated primary race in
which Barack Obama emerged as the
party’s nominee for president. Accord-
ing to a Gallup Poll conducted in March,
28 percent of Clinton supporters claimed
they would throw their support behind
GOP nominee John McCain if Obama
won the primaries. This fear of a party
severance has continued to resonate in
the weeks leading up to the convention.
As predicted, unity was a consistent
theme in Clinton’s speech.

“The time is now to unite as a single

party with a single purpose,” Clinton
said.

It was particularly nice when all her
sad anecdotes about middle-class Ameri-
can struggles were tied to unity. If she
wanted a smooth transition from de-
pression to excitement, it was flawlessly
executed.

Some of the aesthetic choices in regard
to broadcasting on MSNBC were fasci-
nating also. I especially liked when Clin-
ton spoke about helping every child live
up to its God-given potential, the cam-
era cut to a grinning Latino boy stolen
right out of an orthodontist commercial.
It showed the same kid two more times,
along with a variety of spectators from
different ethnic and age groups. They
planned that one out nicely.

Clinton also stepped up to the plate
and went on the offense against McCain,
a move which until that point had not
been made during the convention.

Despite her amusing little quirks, Clin-
ton gracefully achieved what was neces-
sary: she pushed to rid the party of its
internal kinks and pointed the arrow at
McCain. We will await the Republican
response from St. Paul, Minn., next week
while the Obama camp capitalizes on mo-
mentum garnered from its convention.

As tactful as Clinton’s speech was in
effort to unite the party, there is still one
question I'd like to ask her the next time
she’s strolling around the campus com-
mons: Is coming in second place really
like kissing your sister?

Joey Parr is a senior radio-TV-film and
political science major from Fort Worth.
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Grad student wishes returnees well

For the last time, and the love of all
that is good and holy, yes, I did gradu-
ate last year. That was me flopping up
on stage, shaking hands with Chancel-
lor Boschini . No, I didn’t intoxicate
my way into thinking I'm still a senior
and, no, I don’t have severe separa-
tion issues. 'm back for my master’s
degree, and Career Services tells me a
lot of people do it.

Being that this is my victory lap,

I have come to appreciate several
things about the first day of the
school year. This is, after all, my

tifth. To fully experience all of these
things, you must be up at the crack of
dawn with the rest of us overachiev-
ers who leave all our prerequisite
classes unfinished until the last pos-
sible second.

Getting to campus at about 7:45
a.m., [ am the first to observe the fash-
ion show leaving the Grand Marc.

I'm really not sure what time you
have to get up to look like a model at

8 a.m., nor am I sure how you could
muster that level of determination at
that asinine hour of the day. How-
ever, the fact that you can navigate
the construction on campus and walk
the full three-quarters of a mile to
class in what appears to be four-inch-
heels should seriously be commended.
That’s impressive.

After gathering my books, I come
to encounter a rare breed indeed -
the lone freshman. Normally, this
species runs around in packs due to
the safety in numbers philosophy,
which really translates into — if one
of us is late, we're all late, and they
can’t do anything about it. 'm an
adult now. But on this still morn-
ing, just as the sun is cresting over
Dan Rogers Hall and pouring down
the sidewalks of east campus, one
bug-eyed freshman scampers toward
the library, laptop in hand, hoping
that his 8 a.m. class was only a fig-
ment of his imagination. Little does

he know, he'll still have a three-hour
trek around Sid Richardson Building
before he’ll find Lecture Hall 1. Be
strong, little buddy.

Ah, and who is this fine gentleman
stumbling down the sidewalk toward
the dorms? No doubt, one of our fin-
est scholars coming home from a late-
night study session down on Lubbock
Avenue wearing only one flip-flop
after his buddies threw the other one
on the roof trying to get the beer bong
down after he threw it up there. What
a goof. Word of advice, gentlemen -
take it easy. That’s pretty much all se-
nior year amounts to; don’t give it all
before football season even starts.

Yes sir, welcome back to everyone. I
hope you all enjoy your time here, be-
cause until TCU designs a law degree,
I'll have to graduate for real someday
soon.

Andrew Wilson is an accounting
graduate student from St. Louis.

Drinking age should remain at 21

A group of 120 college presidents is
pushing to lower the drinking age to
18, in an effort to curb binge drinking
on campus. They’ve got an impressive
name, the Amethyst Initiative, named
after the ancient Greek words that
mean “not intoxicated”

These college leaders hope that a
lower drinking age will encourage
more responsible drinking. They also
think it will cut the excessive, furtive,
forbidden thrill of drinking — “pre-
gaming,” in kidspeak — before a frat
party or other public appearance. But
we think these top academics forgot
their Econ 101. Legalizing something
generally invites more indulgence, not
less.

Yes, binge drinking is widespread,
entrenched and pernicious. And
that is surely frustrating for college
officials. But their strategy reeks of
surrender.

Kids under age 21 don’t drink be-
cause it’s illegal. And they won't stop
drinking if it is legal. Another prob-
lem with lowering the drinking age:
Surveys — and experience — suggest
that making alcohol abundant and
available to 18-year-olds also opens
the spigot wider for 17- and 16-year-
olds and even younger teens.

The current age threshold doesn’t
stop many underage college students
from drinking, But there’s evidence
that the higher drinking age has
curbed some binge drinking. In 1984,
when Congress effectively mandated
the 21-year-old age limit, 45.4 percent
of college students engaged in binge
drinking, which is defined as five or
more drinks in a row at any point in
a two-week period. That’s accord-
ing to Monitoring the Future, which
conducts an annual national survey of
drug and alcohol use by young people.
By 2006, that figure was 40.2 percent.
Meanwhile, the percentage of students
who reported drinking every day fell
by more than a quarter.

Statistics on the effects of the higher
drinking age on driving fatalities are
even more dramatic. As legal drink-
ing ages have gone up, the number
of young people ages 16 to 20 killed
in alcohol-related crashes has plum-
meted by nearly 60 percent — from
5,224 in 1982 to 2,121 in 2006. This

even as the number of young people
killed in non-alcohol-related crashes
has increased by 34 percent.

Some of that drop is attributed to
other factors, including safer cars
and increasing seat belt usage — and
greater awareness of the perils of
drinking and driving. But the trends
are known and predictable: When
states lowered their drinking ages in
the 1970s, alcohol-related crashes in-
volving teens rose. Do the math. Does
anyone doubt that putting alcohol in
legal reach of 18-year-olds wouldn’t
instantly result in more accidents and
drunken driving deaths?

The argument most often trotted
out to defend this proposal is fair-
ness: If an 18-year-old is old enough
to fight in a war, he or she should also
enjoy the right to drink. That sounds
like a compelling rationale. Except it’s
wrong. Society confers different rights
and responsibilities at different ages
— in many places, even a 24-year-
old can’t rent a car, for instance. The
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right to join the military and fight at
18 doesn’t automatically qualify you
for every other right and privilege of
adulthood, particularly if experience
and statistics show that it’s a bad idea.

Those college presidents are right to
be alarmed about underage drinking
on campus. But wed rather see them
pouring their energies into making
sure that authorities enforce local laws
against serving or selling to minors.
And making sure that residence hall
advisers are riding herd, not looking
the other way. And pioneering new
campaigns to convince college kids
that they risk their health, and their
lives, with heavy drinking.

Lowering the drinking age would
transfer responsibility — and in some
cases legal liability — from colleges
and their presidents to the immature
shoulders of 18-year-olds. That would
be lethal and unwise.

This editorial appeared in the Chi-
cago Tribune on Wednesday.

Letters to the editor: The Skiff welcomes letters to the editor for publication. To submit a letter, e-mail it to opinion@dailyskiff.com. Letters must
include the author’s classification, major and phone number. Skiff reserves the right to edit or reject letters for style, taste and size restrictions.

Editorial Policy: The content of the Opinion page does not necessarily represent the views of Texas Christian University. Signed
letters, columns and cartoons represent the opinions of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the editorial board.
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Prairie dogs said to benefit water supply

By Laura Bauer
McClatchy Newspapers

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Jeftrey
Harsh admits he would try just
about anything to save the prairie
dog.

Not content to sit and watch
counties and landowners across the
plains wipe the land clean of the
critters, he wants to do something
— plead the case of the prairie dog,
if you will.

His recent plea has some wild-
life preservationists nodding their
heads in agreement but other folks,
well, chuckling in their chairs.

The theory — espoused by oth-
ers over the years — is that by bur-
rowing the land above one of the
world’s largest underground water
supply, prairie dogs loosen the soil
and allow rain to seep through and
recharge it.

More prairie dogs throughout
the plains would mean more rain-
water into the depleting Ogallala
aquifer, which supplies water to
eight states, including Kansas.

“Prairie dogs can penetrate the
zone (of the Ogallala) that rain-
water can't do on its own,” said
Harsh, who owns an animal refuge
in western Kansas’ Logan County.
“People have deemed them as be-
ing from the dark side ... but, yes,
the prairie dog is a major player in
allowing the aquifer to be replen-
ished”

Some say that’s just a myth,
one more effort to save the prai-
rie dogs.

Many farmers and ranchers have
maintained that the animals cause
havoc on their land. Through the
years, their population has been
significantly scaled back to a slight
fraction of what it once was.

The war over the critters has be-
come so fierce it landed in a Logan
County courtroom last year. One
farmer, Larry Haverfield, under-
stands the need for prairie dogs
and wants them on his land. But
when other farmers complained,
the county intervened and did
what state law allows counties to
do: lay poison when landowners
won't.

But as for that theory about the

water supply?

“Help recharge the (Ogallala)
aquifer?” Joel Schneekloth, a re-
gional water resource specialist
with the Colorado State University
extension, asked with alaugh. “T've
heard alot of wild, goofy ideas, and
this is one of them”

Schneekloth says there’s no
proof, no scientific evidence that
says one of cattle ranchers’ worst
nightmares could be a water-sup-
ply blessing. As Schneekloth put
it: “In our business, we have to go
with science and what you can
prove”

OK, Harsh and some wildlife
preservationists said, then do some
analysis. See whether it’s true. And
do it soon.

“Do it before it’s too late, before
they’re all gone,” Harsh said. “My
goal is to lighten up on the poor
critters ... they are being obliter-
ated”

There is no harm in studying the
idea that prairie dogs could help
the aquifer, some say.

“It's always a good question;’
said Jack Cully of the Kansas Co-
operative and Wildlife Research
Unit at Kansas State University.
“And maybe someone can come
up with an answer”

That’s the hope. Jonathan Proc-
tor, the southern Rockies and Great
Plains representative for Defenders
of Wildlife, said it would benefit
everyone to know what effect —
if any — prairie dogs have on the
aquifer.

“It seems to be fairly obvious
that any large burrow system al-
lows rainwater to percolate into
the ground far better than with-
out them,” Proctor said. “Clearly,
holes in the ground help. How
much they do, I have no idea”

Prairie dogs have become popu-
lar targets for eradication in recent
years. Many farmers say the crea-
tures eat grass meant for cattle, at-
tract rattlesnakes and leave behind
a maze of holes in pastures.

“Ifyou are a farmer or a rancher,
prairie dogs have never been one
of the things you wanted too many
of; said Heather Whitlaw, wildlife
diversity biologist for the Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department.

“But somebody who is really pas-
sionate about cute little creatures,
prairie dogs are the ones for them
because they are awfully cute”

Cute, yes, but black-tailed prai-
rie dogs are also considered a key-
stone species. That means they af-
fect the prairie ecosystem in many
positive ways, from being a main
food source for various species to
loosening up the soil with their
digging, increasing its ability to
sustain plant life.

That is why some landown-
ers don’t mind the animals, even
though they can be pesky. Some-
times they have to fight to keep
them.

Especially in Kansas, where a
century-old state law allows county
government to go on private land
uninvited and poison prairie dogs
if the landowners will not. The bill
for the poison goes to the landown-
ers.

Haverfield, of Logan County,
knows that all too well. He has been
billed for thousands of dollars after
the county ordered poison to be
put on his land.

A farmer who thinks the prairie
dog is a vital player in the ecosys-
tem, Haverfield wants to preserve
them on his land. He installed 25
miles of barrier fence to try to
manage the animals so they don’t
go into neighboring land.

“Were making an effort to try
to hold prairie dogs in on us,
Haverfield said. “We want them
here. It would seem to me that we
need more prairie dogs to help
our ecosystem and help all these
other animals” One problem with
Harsh’s theory about the aquifer,
say scientists and biologists, is the
relatively small number of prairie
dogs across the plains. There are
not enough animals to make a sig-
nificant difference in the aquifer,
they say.

“In this business, in agriculture,
you always hear of snake oils, things
that promise more than they will
ever give you,” Schneekloth said.
“If it sounds too good to be true,
it probably is. Saving the aquifer?
That’s not going to happen”

Maybe not. But they are cute,
right?
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People wave flags in Batumi, Georgia, as they watch the U.S. Coast Guard cutter Dallas deliver humanitarian aid Wednesday.

Aid to Georgia port diverted west

By Shashank Bengali
McClatchy Newspapers

BATUMI, Georgia — The Unit-
ed States scuttled its plan to sail
humanitarian aid into Georgia’s
main seaport Wednesday as Rus-
sia denounced the deployment
and sent a naval task force into
the waters off nearby Abkhazia.

A US. Coast Guard cutter
steered its humanitarian cargo
instead to Batumi, 50 miles to the
south, avoiding a potential con-
frontation with Moscow in the
increasingly tense Black Sea.

In what would have been a
strong show of support to an em-
battled ally, the U.S. military had
intended to send the cutter Dal-
las to Poti, Georgia’s main com-
mercial port, escorted by the USS
McFaul, a destroyer. Poti is un-
der Georgian control, but Russian
forces operate two checkpoints
just outside the town, which sits
on the Black Sea 15 miles south of
the breakaway Georgian province
of Abkhazia.

Instead, it was Russia that
moved to assert its authority by
deploying a naval task force armed
with anti-ship and antiaircraft
missiles in the waters off Abkha-
zia, which it occupies, the Russian
Itar-Tass news agency reported
Wednesday. The agency called it
a “peace and stability” mission.

Hours before the Russian an-
nouncement, U.S. officials decid-
ed to reroute the Dallas to Batumi,
where the McFaul anchored Sun-

day with a small cargo of aid.

Even before crews began to of-
fload the Dallas’ modest cargo
— 38 tons of bottled water, baby
food, soap and other supplies —
conflicting accounts emerged of
who decided to redirect the vessel
Tuesday night and why.

A U.S. official in Georgia said
that the decision was made “at the
highest levels of the Pentagon” but
wouldn’t elaborate. The official
requested anonymity, citing the
sensitivity of the subject.

In Washington, however, Pen-
tagon spokesman Bryan Whit-
man said a U.S. military assess-
ment team in Georgia had made
the decision. The team, he said,
determined that the infrastructure
and transportation capabilities in
Batumi were familiar and in better
condition than those in Poti.

“Batumi was used because it
was the military assessment that
it was the best port for the expe-
ditious delivery of the relief sup-
plies,” Whitman said.

It was unclear whether U.S. of-
ficials knew in advance of Russia’s
naval deployment. Amid the con-
tradictory accounts, it was impos-
sible to determine whether U.S.
officials had blinked in the face
of Russia’s aggressive posture or
opted on their own for a more re-
strained course.

As late as Tuesday night, a U.S.
disaster assistance team in Georgia
was preparing to dispatch trucks
to Poti to receive the cargo, while
the U.S. Embassy was planning
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to send journalists by helicopter
from the capital, Tbilisi, to witness
the ship’s arrival.

Military officials aboard the
Dallas said the Russian presence
wasn’t a deterrent.

“The question of safety didn’t
come up. We had all the cards on
the table,” said Navy Capt. John
Moore, the commodore of the task
force that includes the Dallas.

Georgian officials, however,
acknowledged the sensitivity of
sending the ship to Poti. Although
the bulk of Russian forces with-
drew from Georgia last week after
two weeks of conflict, Russia has
asserted a broad right to main-
tain troops far outside the conflict
zone, in what may be a violation
of a French-brokered cease-fire
agreement.

Not including Abkhazia, which
Russian and Abkhaz forces con-
trol, there are 11 Russian check-
points in northwestern Georgia,
including two on the outskirts of
Poti, Western diplomats say. Three
more are within 25 miles of Poti,
near a main highway leading to
Thilisi.

Western diplomats say that sev-
en of those checkpoints, including
those in and around Poti, violate
the cease-fire agreement. Russia
has defended the checkpoints.

“Of course it is safer in Batu-
mi,” said Levan Varshalomidze,
the governor of Georgia’s Ajara
region, which includes Batumi.
“There are no Russians here”

Moscow has condemned the
deployment of the Dallas and the
McFaul — which brought 55 tons
of relief supplies — as part of what
it describes as a growing presence
of NATO warships in the Black
Sea. In an interview with the Brit-
ish Broadcasting Corp. this week,
Medvedev accused the U.S. mili-
tary of sneaking weapons into
Georgia aboard the ships, a charge
that an American military spokes-
man called “ridiculous.”

Dmitry Peskov, spokesman for
Russian Prime Minister Vladimir
Putin, said Wednesday that de-
livering humanitarian aid using
warships “is something that can
hardly be explained”

“Let’s hope that we won't see
any direct confrontation,” Pes-
kov said.
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Students use survey to find roommates

By Dana Hull and
Shelby Martin
San Jose Mercury News

SAN JOSE, Calif. — Uni-
versity of California-Berkeley
sophomore Katie Nelson says
that she always has one burning
question about potential dorm
roommates.

“You wonder if they are go-
ing to be a psychopath,” joked
Nelson, 19. “After that, the next
question is: Are they messy?”

Compatibility is key when
it comes to communal living,
particularly when the room is
smaller than most studio apart-
ments. The night owl won’t ap-
preciate the early riser, and the
neat freak will have little toler-
ance for the total slob. So some
Cal students have used StarRez,
a company that specializes in
housing and conference soft-
ware, in their search for com-
patible roommates.

Think of it as Match.com for
modern dorm life.

“It’s kind of like online dat-
ing” said Martin Takimoto,
director of marketing for resi-
dential and student services at
Cal, which began rolling out the
StarRez program last spring.

Students create an online
profile and complete a survey.
But instead of asking questions
about majors and musical taste,
the questions focus on the issues
that can make or break room-
mate relationships: tidiness,
sleep schedules, study habits
and just how many friends they
want dropping by at 3 a.m. The
StarRez portal then spits out a
list of their closest roommate
matches, complete with a per-
centage representing each one’s
compatibility. Students can send
messages to potential matches
and chat further.

“If you find out your poten-
tial roommate has a 6-foot py-
thon, you can still say ‘no way!”
said Jason Dell, a spokesman for
StarRez, which has 250 college

campuses as clients.

Freshman Patricia Lin, 18,
of Milpitas, used StarRez as she
began the process of signing up
for university housing.

Lin, who graduated from
Presentation High School in
San Jose, Calif., was paired up
with Joanna Lee, 17, of Tor-
rance, Calif.

Their majors are different. Lin
is studying psychology, Lee mo-
lecular cell biology. But the two,
who moved into their new room
in Davidson Hall last weekend,
were matched up in part because
they both said they want their
dorm room to be mellow and
conducive to studying.

They’ve been placed in a
“triple,” with a third roommate
from Saratoga, Calif. Classes
started this week.

Saturday night was the first
night the roommates spent
together. Everything is going
well, “but apparently I snore,”
Lee said. “Just a little bit,” Lin
said. Snoring is not a StarRez
question.

In previous years, Cal stu-
dents who received housing as-
signments were briefly surveyed
via e-mail about their sleep
schedules, level of tidiness and
whether they smoked, and then
were matched up based on ba-
sic criteria. Those who hadn’t
requested a specific roommate
were assigned one based on that
survey.

But since February, students
have been able to log on to the
StarRez Web site to create more
detailed profiles for potential
roommates for the fall semes-
ter. Users can use a screen name,
make queries, direct fellow stu-
dents to their Facebook or MyS-
pace profiles, and accept or de-
cline roommate offers.

Still, you never really know
how something is going to work
out until you meet the old-fash-
ioned way: in person.

Graydon Rose, 18, of San Di-
ego, met his roommate, Allen

GARY REYES / San Jose Mercury News via MCT

Joanna Lee, 17, left, and Patricia Lin, 18, settle into their dorm room at UC Berkeley on
Sunday. UC Berkeley is trying a new pilot program using profiling software to match

up compatible roommates.

Cheong, 18, of San Leandro,
for the first time Sunday, as
both students arrived with their
parents and mounds of back-to-
school gear in tow. Rose and his
folks were already organizing
the closet when Cheong arrived.
The two shook hands, then got
down to business.

“I thought we could put the
refrigerator here and then the
microwave here,” Rose told
Cheong.

Rose is studying political sci-
ence, Cheong civil engineering.

“For me, I don’t mind party-
ing as long as he doesn’t come
home really, really late,” Cheong
said. “And I guess another thing
for me is I don’t like it when
people borrow stuff without
asking”

The pair weren’t sure what
part of their profiles made them
a computer match.

San Jose State University uses
another software program to
match freshmen moving into
university housing. Stanford Uni-
versity matches incoming fresh-
men in a similar way, but they
won't know who they’ll room
with until they move on cam-
pus next month. Stanford also
uses teams of staff and students

to help match roommates.

But as with online dating,
any Web-based profile is sure
to gloss over personality flaws.

Maggie Saremi, 19, of the
San Fernando Valley, felt her
first roommate wasn’t the best
fit. “I was my roommate’s third
roommate,” Saremi said of her
match last spring. “I'm more of
a morning person, and she was
up until the crack of dawn?”

She acknowledges that the
way she answered the ques-
tionnaire could have skewed
her profile.

“I don’t think I honestly an-
swered all the questions because
I didn’t want a psychopath,” she
said. “So I was like, I never party,
because I didn’t want to room
with a big partyer”

She didn’t have to worry.
The roommate didn’t party. She
stayed up all night on her laptop,
often with a blanket pulled over
her head.

This fall Saremi is rooming
with two good friends.

Cal’s StarRez survey avoids
things like hobbies, academic
majors and musical taste.

“We do want students to be
exposed to the diversity that is
Berkeley,” Takimoto said.
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Support for Obama popular
at grade school in Indonesia

By Warren P. Strobel
McClatchy Newspapers

JAKARTA, Indonesia — One of
the better-selling books on the U.S.
presidential race at the modern,
multilevel Gramedia bookstore in
Jakarta is “Jangan Bunuh Obama!”
or “Don’t Kill Obama!” As the title
indicates, many Indonesians fear
that an assassin’s bullet or some oth-
er plot could stop him from reaching
the White House.

The fact that there’s another can-
didate in the race named John Mc-
Cain barely seems to register.

It can't be said that Obama-ma-
nia has broken out in the bustling
Indonesian capital of some 14 mil-
lion, where the Democratic candi-
date spent a three-year interlude
as a boy. But there’s excitement in
many quarters, including the school
he attended and among his former
classmates.

Obama came to Jakarta in 1967
after his mother was remarried to an
Indonesian college student named
Lolo Soetoro. Obama spent third
and fourth grades at the Besuki
School, a public primary school
along a leafy, narrow street in the
city’s diplomatic quarter.

The teachers and principals from
40 years ago are all gone, the school
has been renamed Menteng 01, and
it has a high academic reputation.
On the eve of Obama’s acceptance
of the Democratic nomination, it
was glad to be known as the school
that “Barry” attended.

Menteng 01 has never been an Is-
lamic madrassa, as some of Obama’s
political enemies have insinuated.
School officials and a former class-
mate said that religion was a subject
of academic study, but not indoc-
trination.

“We are very proud of finding
that one of our graduates became
No. 1 in (a) superpower country;,
said Vice Principal Solikhin, who
like many Indonesians uses only one
name. “We all believe he will win
the election”

Solikhin’s bright mood dimmed
as he mentioned the news that three

men, one with hunting rifles and
ammunition, had been arrested not
far from the Democratic National
Convention in Denver. A federal
prosecutor said they posed no di-
rect threat to Obama.

On the campaign trail, Obama
hasn’t emphasized his years in Jakar-
ta, and by some accounts it wasn't a
particularly happy time in his life.

In fact, his fans here may have a
case of unrequited love.

Widiyanto, who also uses one
name, said he sat next to the chub-
by kid he knew as Barry Soetoro
in third grade. He mused that an
Obama victory in November might
lead to a visit to Indonesia by a Presi-
dent Obama. “But will he still re-
member us or not?”

Now the successful owner of
a cable manufacturing business,
Widiyanto said that when Obama
became a U.S. senator, he and fellow
classmates did some research to con-
firm that Barack Obama was Barry
Soetero. Six months ago, they sent
him a picture of the young Obama
among his classmates. They received
a supply of photos — from Obama’s
secretary.

He remembers the kid who
made a good target in stickball
games because he was too chubby
to run fast, who was an ace at draw-
ing superheroes such as Batman
and Spiderman, and who liked to
annoy girls, or get their attention,
by poking them in the arm with a
sharpened pencil.

No conversation about Obama
lasts long without getting around
to the subject of skin color and the
simple fact that Obama, like Indo-
nesians, isn’'t white.

Gillyan Carol was leafing through
a copy of “Jangan Bunuh Obama!”
one of more than a half-dozen
Obama titles for sale at Gramedia.
She wasn't going to buy the book
because of the price, but she was
curious about its subject.

“I'm interested in his personality.
He's humble, simple, like ordinary
people,” she said. “I'm sure he will
win. ... This is the time for the col-
ored people to lead”
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Doctors argue value
of self-breast exams

By Maura Lerner
(Minneapolis) Star Tribune

MINNEAPOLIS — For decades,
doctors and advocacy groups have
urged women to examine their
breasts every month for unusual
lumps.

Now many of those same experts
have a different message: Never
mind.

Earlier this month, Danish re-
searchers published the latest re-
port to cast doubt on the value of
monthly exams. In studies of near-
ly 400,000 women, they found that
even diligent self-examinations don’t
save lives. In fact, they may do more
harm than good, by triggering a lot
of unnecessary follow-up tests.

Over the last few years, cancer
experts have quietly backed away
from what was once considered
a pivotal part of the fight against
breast cancer.

“I don’t think that were push-
ing it as much as, say, 10 years ago,
when you used to ask every patient
‘are you doing it?” “ said Dr. Andrea
Flom, head of the Minnesota chap-
ter of the American College of Ob-
stetricians and Gynecologists.

In fact, the American Cancer So-
ciety stopped recommending breast
self-exams five years ago and now
calls them “optional” Even the Susan
G. Komen organization, best known
for its Race for the Cure, decided last
year to drop the recommendation.

“It has been a bit of a culture
change within the organization,” ad-
mits Dr. Eric Winer, Komen’s chief
scientific adviser, who is also direc-
tor of breast oncology at the Dana
Farber Cancer Institute in Boston.

For years, it was believed that
self-exams could find breast cancer

in its earliest stages, when it's most
treatable.

But doubts have been growing
since 2002, when a huge study in
China found that women who
checked their breasts monthly were
no less likely to die of breast can-
cer than other women, in spite of
intense coaching in how to do the
exams properly.

This month, scientists took a
fresh look at the growing body of
evidence, including a huge group in
Russia. Once again, they found no
sign that self-exams cut the death
rate. Instead, the women who exam-
ined their own breasts found more
harmless lumps and had twice as
many unnecessary biopsies as other
women, according to a July 15 report
published by the Cochrane Library.
The conclusion: Self-exams “cannot
be recommended”

One reason for the change of
heart is technological.

“You used to find breast cancer by
feel, and the technology changed,
Trombley said. “We're finding fewer
of them by feel and much more of
them by imaging”

Along with mammograms, ex-
perts now emphasize what they
call “breast health awareness.” Es-
sentially, that means being aware of
changes in the breast, without neces-
sarily going on a monthly scavenger
hunt.

Flom, a Twin Cities obstetrician,
admits that doctors may be sending
mixed messages. “You sort of get this
ambivalence,” she said. “T'm not go-
ing to tell a patient who does [self-
exams] every month ‘you need to
stop doing that’ I'm not. But if I have
somebody who never checks their
breasts, I'm not going to tell them

s

‘you need to start tomorrow:
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Study: Wome

By Federica Narancio
McClatchy Newspapers

WASHINGTON — Many
women who work outside the
home, including those with
helpful kids and husbands,
have come up with a new house-
keeping standard, according to
sociologists and family rela-
tions experts. It’s called “clean
enough.”

No crumbs visible around the
toaster, it stipulates; just don’t
look under the toaster. The tub
isn’t grimy, but it doesn’t gleam
either, which is why God invent-
ed shower curtains. And you
could knit a scarf with what’s
behind the refrigerator.

“Clean enough to be healthy,
dirty enough to be happy,” is the
way that Elizabeth Sherrill, 52,
of Kansas City, Mo., put it.

“Clean enough” is the inevi-
table compromise in a country
where couples who spent 26.5
hours a week on housekeep-
ing in 1965 now spend just 17
hours, according to University
of Maryland sociologist John

Robinson.

To put a finer point on it,
women said their time spent
housekeeping dropped from
24 hours a week in 1965 to 12,
while men’s increased from 2.5
hours to 5.

Something had to give —
and it was standards. But the
clean-house pressure stayed on
women, said Marla Cilley, 52,
the creator of a popular moti-
vational Web site for women,
www.flylady.net. “Women care
more about their homes be-
cause it is a reflection of who
they are,” she said.

Not surprisingly, today’s
“clean enough” standard sits
ill with mothers and grand-
mothers who washed curtains,
scrubbed pot bottoms and put
spring cleaning on their calen-
dars.

Relief is on the way, said
Deborah Carr, a sociologist
at Rutgers University in New
Brunswick, N.J., in the form of
baby boom mothers — espe-
cially single ones. They juggled
enough obligations themselves,
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n cleaning less

BOB HALLINEN / Anchorage Daily News via MCT
Wedding planer and mother Amie Haakenson sits in the downstairs den of her south Anchorage, Alaska, home in late July. Many women who work outside the home,
including those with helpful kids and husbands, have come up with a new housekeeping standard, according to sociologists and family relations experts.

Carr said, to be more forgiving
of “clean enough” tidiness than
their own mothers were.
Lynda Mota, 47, a teacher
from Onsted, Mich., said that
when she was young, her moth-
er used to threaten her with a

"Women care
more about their
homes because it
is a reflection of
who they are.”

Marla Cilley
creator of www.flylady.net

belt if she resisted doing chores.
When Mota married, the pres-
sure persisted.

“My mother called me and
told me she couldn’t come over
anymore to my home because of
the mess,” Mota said. “I told her
that was fine, because I wasn’t
going to clean anymore so she
wouldn’t come over.

“Boy, was that a mistake! I
missed out on some wonderful

time with my mom because I
was bullheaded”

“I married my prince charm-
ing and he does help,” said Amie
Haakenson, 36, of Anchorage,
Alaska. “It’s 50-50 easily here,
with chores and things that
need to get done. We have to;
we are each working 50-50 of
the hours”

But many women said that
their husbands, particularly
older ones, took to housekeep-
ing the way cats take to bull-
fighting.

According to sociologist Carr,
the real difference is between
an older generation of women
who considered housekeeping
their top priority and a younger
one that considers housekeep-
ing far less important than jobs
or kids.

As Carr put it: “We've spoken
to daughters who wanted their
husbands to be good partners,
do the dishes and cook. And
their mothers would say: “You
better appreciate him. I hope he
doesn’t leave you because you
are not cooking enough’“
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Underwater, a new world

By James Janega
Chicago Tribune

OFF ATWATER BEACH, Wis.
— This place should be an under-
water desert.

But as the trio of researchers
wearing scuba tanks and lead
weights drops through the water,
the landscape of rounded stones
30 feet below is disturbingly full
of strange, new life.

In just a few years, the grav-
el and white boulders that for
centuries covered the bottom
of Lake Michigan between Chi-
cago and the Door County pen-
insula have disappeared under a
carpet of mussels and primitive
plant life.

The change is not merely cos-
metic. In the last three years or so,
scientists say, invasive species have
upended the ecology of the lake,
shifting the distribution of spe-
cies and starving familiar fishes
of their usual food supply.

Signs of the shift have been hard
to ignore. Mats of dead, smelly al-
gae wash ashore on Lake Michi-
gan from Chicago to the Straits of
Mackinac, castoffs of a vast un-
derwater expanse seen from boat
decks and from hilltops at Sleep-
ing Bear Dunes in Michigan.

Multiple strains of E. coli bacte-
ria and botulism spores thrive in
the new underwater garden, lead-
ing scientists to suspect it is con-
tributing to beach closings and
the widespread deaths of migra-
tory birds. Meanwhile, fishermen
notice the lake trout, salmon and
whitefish are getting skinnier each
season.

“The lake is changing faster
than we can study it,” said Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
researcher Harvey Bootsma,
whose small team of researchers
hunts explanations from this new
lake bottom in weekly dives off the
Wisconsin shore.

Some ecologists and fishery
managers say the Great Lakes may
adapt, noting that some fish seem
to be eating the most common in-

vasive species. But experts also say
the species are fueling change in
the lakes at a rate far faster than
they have ever seen.

“We don't necessarily know all
the impacts, but we know enough
to know that they are being cat-
astrophic,” said Alliance for the
Great Lakes executive director
Cameron Davis.

None of the key species leading
the change — mussels, algae and
round gobies — are new arrivals.
The zebra mussel famously in-
vaded Lake Michigan two decades
ago, and its cousin, the quagga
mussel, wasn't far behind.

But in the last handful of years
the quagga has taken off with
alarming speed, exploding across
the lake floor.

While zebra mussels like to
attach themselves to rocks and
man-made structures, the quag-
gas also can colonize sandy bot-
toms deeper in the lakes. Between
them, the species filter lake water
ceaselessly, making it so crystal
clear that light can penetrate far
deeper than before.

That change has allowed a na-
tive species of algae called clado-
phora to run rampant. It now can
grow in 30 feet of water, twice as
deep as a decade ago, and its wav-
ing tendrils cover vast offshore
areas.

Round gobies, an invasive fish
species from the Black Sea will-
ing to eat the mussels, love this
new environment. They breed in
prolific numbers and are now the
most abundant fish species found
in many parts of the lake.

Together, these species have not
only altered the clarity of the water
but also devoured and filtered out
the nutrients that used to sustain
plankton and shrimplike diporeia
at the base of the lake’s food chain,
starving what larger fish are left.

To be sure, the Great Lakes
ceased to be a wholly natural eco-
system long ago. Alewives sneaked
into the lakes in 1873. People be-
gan stocking rainbow trout and
chinook salmon shortly after that,

ALY L

DAVID TROTMAN-WILKINS / Chicago Tribune via MCT

University of Wisconsin researcher Dr. Harvey Bootsma collects samples of phos-
phorous trapped inside a syringe from a benthic container covering Quagga mussel
specimens in the waters of Lake Michigan in July.

and added brown trout and coho
salmon to the mix by 1933.

By the 1950s, the most impor-
tant fish in the native food chain
— lake trout, ciscoes and spiny
sculpins — were nearly gone in
the lower lakes and severely re-
duced in Lakes Michigan and
Huron. Still, scientists say perch,
salmon and the alewives on which
they foraged formed a relatively
stable ecosystem until the invasive
mussels began devouring key mi-
croscopic nutrients.

“Now all the forage fish are way
down in Lake Michigan and Lake
Huron,” said Henry Vanderploeg,
a Great Lakes research ecologist
for the National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration.
“There’s a crisis. The mussels
are really messing up the food
chain”

It’s possible fish will weather
the changes. Fishermen have
caught lake trout with gobies in
their stomachs, and smallmouth
bass in Lake Erie have doubled
their size in 10 years by feasting on
gobies, said Marc Gaden, spokes-
man for the Great Lakes Fisheries
Commission.

There also are signs that Lake
Michigan whitefish have been
eating zebra and quagga mussels.
“That shouldn't surprise anyone,”
Gaden said. “That’s now the new
food source”
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College culture list
puzzles freshmen

By Robin Cowie Nalepa
McClatchy Newspapers

COLUMBIA, S.C. — Pop quiz:
Who’s Johnny Carson? What was
the Exxon Valdez? Ever use a type-
writer?

So easy, you say. Well, guess
again.

Touchstones most of us take for
granted have little or no place in
the pop culture lexicon of those
born in 1990, like much of the
freshman class at the University
of South Carolina.

For 11 years, Beloit College in
Wisconsin has published a list of
cultural landmarks that resonate
with 18-year-old freshmen and
just make the rest of us feel really
old (even though the college’s Web
site states it is “not deliberately de-
signed” to do so).

For instance, for today’s college
freshmen, shampoo and condition-
er have always been available in the
same bottle. And Wayne Newton
has never had a mustache.

Using the Beloit College Mind-
set List as a study guide, we took to
the USC campus — where classes
began Thursday — to see what
some students in the class of 2012
do and don’t remember.

Like many of us, Sharae Moul-
trie, 18, of Myrtle Beach, S.C.,
drinks Coke from plastic bottles.
She does, however, remember
drinking the soft drink from a
glass bottle — once — when she
visited the Coca-Cola bottling
plant in Atlanta.

At least she knew what to do
with the glass bottle. A typewriter
encounter didn’t turn out as en-
joyably.

“I tried to play with it, but I
didn’t know how to use it,” Moul-

trie said. “My mom had one. Our
computer broke, and she tried to
get me to use it”

Sally Free, 18, of Raleigh, N.C,,
said she never had used a typewrit-
er but had seen one once at her
grandmother’s house. Oh, ouch.

New students milling around
the Russell House, USC’s univer-
sity union, and eating lunch on
the patio said, sure, they had read
some of the Harry Potter books,
but they could offer only blank
stares or head shakes when ques-
tioned about Atari gaming systems,
Nirvana lead singer Kurt Cobain,
or whether to call the country that
invaded Georgia Russia or the So-
viet Union.

Bernadette Reimer, 18, of Oak
Ridge, Tenn., knew the Exxon Val-
dez had something to do with “a
leak or something.” She remem-
bered the commercials where a
dish soap was used to wash oil-
drenched birds and baby seals “up
north somewhere.”

Andy Bakker, 18, of Denver, Colo.,
knew plenty about Brett Favre, knew
the elder George Bush was president
when he was born, and pegged the
“Summer of Love” as 1968.

Yet, Joseph Jamison, 17, of Ai-
ken, S.C., was pretty confident
the season-long hippie fest in San
Francisco occurred in 1975 and
“had to do with love or being free
or whatever,” while Meera Patel,
18, of Florence, S.C., got props
from her friend for declaring it
the title of a book.

But perhaps the most telling an-
swer of all was given by a young
woman who shall remain name-
less.

“Ever heard of Johnny Carson?”
we asked.

“No — was he a president?”
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A new exhibition comes to TCU’s
Fort Worth Contemporary Arts.
Next Friday

New Maxima is not all it’s advertised to be

By Greg Laver
Staff Writer

The 2009 Nissan Maxima SV is adver-
tised by Nissan USA as the return to Nis-
san’s past, with the reinvention of its four-
door sports car concept. This is a much
needed change as the past few editions of
the model have simply been large, soft and
alloy Altimas. This was Nissan’s shot at fix-
ing this problem, and it has still missed the
mark. I could sit here and ramble on about
the features it has or needs, but, really, the
problem is simple.

The car lacks focus. It is too soft and
smooth to be a sports sedan, but is still to
sporty to be a true luxury car. It is like Nis-
san had all the parts and criteria to make
the car a four-door sports sedan, and then
could not be bothered to do anything with
them.

For instance, examine the new exterior.
Although I'love the new aggressive lines and
stance, as well as the hints to the GT-R and
upcoming 370Z. Nissan drops the ball with
the car’s hideously chromed front grill. The
only company that tends to get away with
that is Mercedes-Benz, and the Maxima’s

2009 Nissan Maxima SV

Interior: 3.5/5

Exterior: 3.5/5

Value & Fuel Economy: 3.5/5
Fun: 3/5

Dealership Service Review: 3.5/5

lines to not lend well to that chrome piece.
Instead, Nissan should have taken a page
out of Audi’s book and made a black mesh
grill or something a little less gaudy.

However, Nissan, in trying to keep the
traditional luxury feel of its past Maximas,
had to make several sacrifices, which all
detract from the sporty nature of the ve-
hicle.

First is the gearbox. Nissan USA, in sev-
eral interviews, has stated its intentions on
adopting the CVT gearbox to most of its
models, as a way to increase overall fuel
economy. This adoption is a good thing,
increased fuel economy in this time of high
oil prices, and upcoming government reg-
ulations is essential to the success of any
automaker. However, a CVT gearbox is

exactly the opposite of sporty. They are
smooth and brilliant machines, making
for an uneventful drive everywhere you
go. In a sports car or sports sedan though,
you do not want that. Instead, a sports car
should occasionally just turn around and
smack you or maybe even punch you in
the face, and this will never happen in the
Maxima. Taking the a car up to its redline
to shift is an event, and that’s why nothing
will ever truly beat a manual for a true driv-
ing enthusiast.

Nissan recognizes that most people inter-
ested in a Maxima probably do not want a
true manual, which is correct but the answer
is not found in a CVT. Instead, like almost
every other maker of sports sedans, Nissan
should have used a double clutch gearbox,
perhaps one similar to the one found in the
brand’s own GT-R. These gearboxes main-
tain the sporty feel while still allowing the
driver to just leave the car alone if he or she
is in traffic, and does not want to deal with
the constant shifting from a manual.

Then, of course, you get to the rest of the
interior which is on the whole very good.
However, in a few little places, it really gets
on my nerves.

First off is the center trim, the stan-
dard model without any packages has a
“graphite” trim which looks modern and
contemporary, sort of carbon fibre-esque.
But then when you add the sports or pre-
mium packages, it switches this trim out
for a cheap looking wood. When I think
modern sports car, I do not think wood
trim; I think brushed aluminum or carbon
fiber, not cheap wood.

Then, of course, you get to the shifter
itself which is so small it looks like Nissan
realized right before production that it for-
got about it and then just threw something
together. As a part of the driving experi-
ence, a shifter is an important link between
the driver and the car. Thus, it should have
been designed to be a more integral part of
the car. Thankfully, though, after you switch
the car into drive you can use the far more
sporty paddle shifters, which allow you to
manually swap the cogs in a car that does
not have any cogs and is faster in its auto-
matic mode.

Now this may all seem like a boat load of
criticism toward the new model, but really
its more of a shot at the marketing team that
tried to force the four-door sports car con-

By Erica Hochstedler
Staff Writer

cept. Instead, why did they not just adver-
tise the Maxima as what it is? The Maxima
is a very comfortable luxury sedan that
has a little bit of go to keep things inter-
esting. While its constant mesh (CVT)
gearbox is poor for feeling like a sports
car, it is great for making you be utterly
comfortable in everyday traffic, and the
supple leather seats just absorb your stress,
not your body during high G turns.

In all the Maxima SV is good; but the
vehicle is just not the product that is ad-
vertised — it’s like getting Lucky Charms
without any marshmallows. It is simply
not what was expected, and is no four-
door sports car. If you had expected a
good luxury car with a little flavoring to
keep things interesting it would fit the bill
quite well and is certainly a good rival to
its competition as a four-door sedan in
the $30,000 price range.

Final thoughts: If you want a sports
sedan, the BMW 328i and the new Audi
A4 are far more of what your seeking.
However, the Maxima is still quite good,
and is a very good rival to the Honda Ac-
cord V6 for just a comfortable car with
some pizazz.

Which ‘wich store is
worth your business?

your sandwich. They even have loy-
alty cards that give customers their
10th sandwich free.

If you want to go to a sandwich
shop near TCU, you might want
to make a list of pros and cons.
Especially since there are seven —
eight if you count Einstein’s Bros.
Bagels — within walking distance
of campus.

Pot Belly

The closet sub shop to campus,
literally across the street, Pot Belly is
a TCU classic that everyone seems
to love. Its toasted sandwiches are
inexpensive and never skimpy. They
load up on lots of meat and all the
fixins. I've heard no complaints
about any of its specialties.

Lenny’s Sub Shop

This is the first sub shop of an
entire row of them along Berry.
Lenny’s serves typical cold subs
and a few hot subs. The bread at
this shop was a bit dry, but some
might forgive that with the 10 per-
cent discount for TCU students.

Which Wich

Across the street from Lenny’s, its
sandwiches are similar to Pot Belly’s
toasted sandwiches but with light-
er, fluffier bread. They also provide
more choices on condiments, such
as honey mustard and my favorite,
avocado. However, if you have never
been to Which Wich, be prepared
for the wall of paper bags on which
you write down what you want on

'VICKY CRISTINA BARCELONA'

SXC.HU

Subway

On the same side of the street as
Which Wich, Subway continues to
serve the foot long subs it is known
for. The best deal it has is the $5
foot long sub menu. Its subs come
hot or cold, but hot simply means
heated up in the microwave. The
foot long makes a perfect meal for
the absolutely famished or for those
who want two meals for the price
of one.

Quiznos

Keep strolling down Berry, and
you’ll pass Quiznos and its warm
toasted sandwiches of many variet-
ies. Its sandwiches are not quite as
hearty as those from Pot Belly’s or
Which Wich. The cost for a sand-
wich of the same size as Pot Belly’s
at Quiznos is likely to be more ex-
pensive.

Loafin’ Joe's

This last sub shop on Berry Street
serves lightly toasted sandwiches on
fresh bread. The subs are good at
Loafin’ Joe’s, but the real reason to
go is for their homemade sweet po-
tato chips, or regular kind for those
less adventurous.

Whether you live on campus or
oft campus, the TCU area of Berry
Street provides numerous options
for any type of sandwich or sub you
might crave.

‘TRAITOR’

Two films end the summer movie season with substance

By Luz Huertas Castillo
Staff Writer

“Barcelona, my mind is full of
foreign people faces ..., I don't exist
any more, Barcelona; ... being your
sounds wife, your extroverted laby-
rinth” tells us the song that accom-
panies the characters along the latest
Woody Allen film, “Vicky Cristina
Barcelona” This rueful comedy is
one of the best films of the year as
it ingeniously combines art, passion,
romance and madness in an exotic
ambience.

“Vicky Cristina Barcelona” is the
story of two friends who travel to
Barcelona for the summer. Vicky
(Rebecca Hall) and Cristina (Scar-
lett Johansson) have similar ways of
thinking but very different ways of
feeling: Vicky is practical, commit-
ted and serious — a girl who knows
what she wants — while Cristina is
the opposite, dreamy, passionate,
adventurous and only sure of what
she doesn’t want in life.

During their trip, they meet Juan
Antonio (Javier Bardem), a famous
painter with a tempestuous past
relationship with Maria Elena (Pe-
nelope Cruz), his former wife. Hav-
ing noticed the interest of Cristina
for him, Juan Antonio invites the
two friends to Oviedo, his home-
town to, among other things, drink
good wine and make love. It is in this
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Javier Bardem, Penelope Cruz and Scarlett Johansson appear in Woody Allen’s

"Vicky Cristina Barcelona.”

short trip that Vicky’s and Cristina’s
feelings and perspectives of life start
an interesting metamorphosis.
Although these changes are ad-
equately expressed by Scarlett Jo-
hansson’s performance, it is Javier
Bardem and Penelope Cruz who
seduce the audience. On the one
hand, Bardem’s Juan Antonio in-
volves the viewers with his strate-
gic and charismatic way of seduc-
tion, which is deeply related to the
way he embraces his art. Cruzs
Maria Elena, on the other hand,
is the perfect combination of both
vulnerability and aggressiveness, a
wonderful artist with a permanent
sense of autodestruction. These two
characters, condemned to neither
live together nor apart, find briefly
in this story their third connection,

which makes them reach an ephem-
eral harmony.

Finally, the unnamed but omni-
present lover: the impressive city of
Barcelona, showing herself some-
times sophisticated and artistic as
through Gaudf’s works of art and
sometimes profligate and shame-
less as through her prostitutes. Bar-
celona, the perfect lover, makes the
public fall in love with both of her
extremes with fascination and fi-
delity. After London (Match Point,
Scoop), Barcelona is the perfect
choice in this new stage of Allens
filmography that looks for new
sceneries for tragedy and comedy.
The ultimate outcome of this stage,
“Vicky Cristina Barcelona” promises
the satisfaction that only a Woody
Allen film can provide.

By Valerie Hannon
Features Editor

Filmgoers looking for “Traitor”
to be an alternative to the raunchy
comedies that continue to domi-
nate the theaters will find a well-
polished, well-intentioned political
thriller. However, all of the good
intentions and good production
values still result in an ultimately
hollow experience.

Director and screenwriter Jef-
frey Nachmanoff and Steve Martin,
who wrote the story together, surely
deserve praise for portraying the Is-
lamic religion with a sensitivity and
complexity not often seen in mod-
ern political thrillers. The faith of
Samir Horn (another solid perfor-
mance by the always superb Don
Cheadle) is never in doubt even as
the audiences question the motiva-
tions behind his actions. It's these
actions, which involve committing
a series of major terrorist attacks
against Americans, that may make
audiences apprehensive in embrac-
ing the character. The filmmakers
never in the least suggest that the
terrorists are in the right, let alone
that they represent Islam as a whole,
but they spend so much time por-
traying them working out and im-
plementing their plans like some
sort of anarchic “Ocean’s Elevern,
that viewers may start wondering

CRESCENDO PRODUCTIONS

Don Cheadle and Jeff Daniels star in “Traitor,” which premiered Wednesday.

if they are supposed to be rooting
for them.

The other side is represented by
FBI agents Roy Clayton and Max
Archer (Guy Pearce and Neal Mc-
Donough, respectively), who are
following Hornss trail. Clayton, in
particular, provides a nice coun-
terpoint to Horn, being the son of
a Baptist preacher as well as hav-
ing a Ph.D. in Arabic studies. Jeff
Daniels also stands out in a small
but pivotal role (seriously, any at-
tempt to describe it would result in
major spoilage).

The score by Mark Kilian (Ren-
dition) adds just the right amount
of tension to the proceedings, and
the numerous global locations (in-
cluding Yemen, France and Nova

Scotia, to name a few) puts even
“The Bourne..” series to shame.
It’s great to see a suspense thriller
that feels like an actual movie after
many that feel just like long “Law
and Order” episodes.

In the end, however, audiences
may be wondering along with the
characters whether the choices they
made along the way were justified.
After a summer of action films like
“The Dark Knight” that raised a
lot of the same questions, but in a
cartoonish environment, viewers
will be glad to see these questions
being raised in a real-life atmo-
sphere. They just might be hoping
the filmmakers actually provided
some semblence of answers to
those questions.

BLAIR CULWELL / Staff Designer
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TCU FACULTY, STAFF | $849 (after discovnt)
§ STUDENTS GET AN | _ £ anat o
" | A i : : : VS, o b o :
ADDITIONAL DISCOUNT! %ﬁf, Satiretla s
pm
$849 (aftter discount)

€ lﬁf@@d d WHY GO ANYWHERE ELSE?
HE@NA@Q RrcciSTER ONLINE AT WWW.LIFELONG.TCU.EDU
OR CALL X7132. -

Getting to your classes and around campus
. . CANTEY | 345R
is easy when you hop aride onThe T.
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NEWS & SPORTS

NEW MEXICO

continued from page 12

kickers and punters, which can
make a game pretty amusing at
times,” Patterson said. “It all de-
pends on how they get out there
and handle it. Both teams also
have new return men. All of these
things can make for interesting
games.”

The Horned Frogs’ running
back situation could also make
the game interesting.

“Ryan Christian will start the
game Saturday,” Patterson said.
“Joseph Turner isn’t exactly
where we want him to be, but he
will play. It’s one of those work-
in-progress situations. Aaron
(Brown) always plays a part in
things. It will be an interesting
deal to see who gets off to a good
start and who will step up.”

Patterson added that the Lo-
bos’ defense has improved from
last year, when TCU put up 37

SKIFF ARCHIVE
TCU defeated the University of New Mexico, 37-0, last year at Amon Carter Stadium.

points. Patterson, who was the de-

“New Mexico is a lot like us in
that they are very good at stop-
ping the run,” Patterson said.
“They are bigger up front than
they have been in the last couple
of years, so we have to be ready
to go at them.”

fensive coordinator and safeties
coach at New Mexico before com-
ing to TCU, said this is going to
be a tough game for both teams.

“It will be a fight,” Patterson
said. “Why would you want it any
different?”

FANTASY

continued from page 12

like Owen Daniels, Tony Schef-
fler or Todd Heap, in the fifth
or sixth round.

A note on auction drafts: Do
not let yourself become enam-
ored with any one player; the
top five guys at each position
score roughly the same amount
of fantasy points when the sea-
son is over, so why take a pre-
mier No. 1 guy when you could
take two No. 3’s or three No, 5
at any position?

The key to any good draft
is knowing your league rules.
Review them an hour before
the draft. Keep them in front
of you. A player’s value can vary
widely depending on points per

reception, yardage points and
return yards.

Keep every teams depth
chart close at hand, and take
fliers on these guys in the later
rounds.

NFL, when you think Chicago
Bears, you think Hester. Last
year, he was their entire offense
- even if he did it all on special
teams. After one full season and

balls from the venerable Brett
Favre. The newest Jet has been
targeting him long and often in
practice and preseason games.

Thomas Jones — In his first
season with the Jets, Jones
rushed for more than a 1,000
yards despite the weight of the
expectations of all those Jets
fans and the lack of even an
above average offensive line —
see above. This offseason, the
Jets spent considerable coin
shoring up the offensive line,
most notably adding former
Steeler Pro-Bolwer Alan Fan-
eca, and he won't be facing his
normal diet of 8-man fronts
either, as defenses drop back
to pick off the NFLs all-time
leader in throwing balls to the
wrong team.

Devin Hester — In today’s

SOCCER

continued from page 12

that the fans at the home games pro-
vide a great boost for the team.

“The fans are one of the best parts
of playing at home;” said sophomore
defender Cheryl Martin. “They make
it such a great experience. The crowd
is great, the fans are the best and that’s
really what I play the game for”

Students can get in for free with
their TCU ID cards.

In other soccer news, junior for-
ward Lizzy Karoly and sophomore
goalie Kelsey Walters received Moun-
tain West Conference Offensive and
Defensive Players of the Week honors
Monday.

“They both worked extremely
hard this summer so it was nice to
see them have a good game and to
get some recognition for it,” Abdalla
said.

TCU plays Xavier today at 7 p.m.
and Ole Miss on Sunday at 1 p.m.

DAILYSKIFF.COM

Pennsylvania college’s football program
resurrected after 48 years of absence

By Joe Juliano
The Philadelphia Inquirer

LINCOLN UNIVERSITY, Pa.
— If excitement and enthusiasm
count for anything when Lincoln
University returns to the football
field Saturday for the first time
since 1960, then the Lions will win
all their games and contend for the
national championship.

“Everybody is extremely excit-
ed,” said sophomore running back
Myles Fleming, his smile growing
wider with each sentence he spoke.
“You can feel the energy building.
We're all trying to geta win — our
first win in 48 years. It’s a really
big event””

Of course, enthusiasm can go
only so far. The Lions, with an
overwhelming number of fresh-
men and sophomores on their 70-
man roster, will be learning on the
fly, playing eight of their 10 games
against Division II programs in the
Central Intercollegiate Athletic
Association.

The university is using the rees-
tablishment of football to enhance
its student life, attract interest from
alumni and get the word out to
high school students and their

tablishing both programs make up
5 percent of the university’s oper-
ating budget. He said $150,000 in
scholarship money, or less than 5
percent of the $3.3 million given
annually, will be applied to foot-
ball.

“The way we view
it is to provide
additional
opportunities for
young people

to enhance their
college life.”

Ivory V. Nelson
university president

“The way we view it is to pro-
vide additional opportunities for
young people to enhance their col-
lege life;” he said.

Nelson said the university plans
to accept bids next year for con-
struction of a football stadium
and other athletic facilities. The
Lions are practicing on their base-
ball field.

The job of creating a football
program from scratch belongs to
32-year-old head coach Olabaniji
“O.J” Abanishe, who played at
Langston (Okla.) University and
spent four seasons there as offen-
sive coordinator before Lincoln
hired him last year.

“In a first year, there’s always a
ton of teaching;” he said. “It’s a two-
year process as far as the offense
and defense and techniques and
everything from an organizational
standpoint, because everything is
‘the first time’ It's new to every-
body”

Abanishe attracted several
transfer students, including quar-
terback Kareem Dennis, who
played for Lincoln High in the
Northeast and at Edward Waters
College in Florida.

Many players are like sopho-
more linebacker Brandon McEI-
wee, who figured his football days
were over when he graduated from
Gloucester High in South Jersey to
attend Lincoln, only to discover the
opportunity to resume his career.

“I felt like I had to be a part of
this;” he said. “I wanted to be a part
of history”

parents about the quality of
the institution.

“It gets our name out there
and encourages enrollment,”
university president Ivory V.
Nelson said Wednesday. “The
best analogy I see is if you
think about what happened
at Rutgers. Their football
program started winning and
their popularity soared”

Lincoln also has started a
marching band that will make
its debut Saturday when the
Lions host George Mason at
Avon Grove High School,
where home games will be
played.

Nelson said the costs of es-

Sleepers:
Jericho Cotchery - He

racked up more than 1,000
yards receiving last year on a
team that put all hope in a free
agent running back to save an

ready to live up to the flashes
he has shown thus far in his re-
ceiving career.

two offseasons to learn the wide
receiver position he could be

Career Services | «xt.2222

Adults
After 6pm

TROPIC THUNDER: 11:35a 2:15p 4:55p
7:20p 10:05p

Movies Never Tasted So Good!
NEW MOVIES £¥ STADIUM SEATING ¥ FULL MENU

The Hulen Movie Tavern e Ft. Worth
4920 S. Hulen Rd. e 817-546-7091

THE DARK KNIGHT: 11:10a 2:45p 6:20p 9:45p
MIRRORS: 2:05p 4:45p 10:20p

Matinee | Military
Child & Sr's

3%

TRAITOR: 11:05a 1:55p 4:40p 7:35p 10:25p
THE ROCKER: 4:30p

THE PINEAPPLE EXPRESS: 11:20a 7:30p
THE LONGSHOTS: 11:15a 1:45p 7:10p 9:40p

THE HOUSE BUNNY: 12:00p 2:30p 5:00p
7:40p 10:15p

DISASTER MOVIE: 11:45a 2:10p 4:35p 7:00p
9:25p

DEATH RACE: 11:00a 1:40p 4:15p 6:50p 9:30p
COLLEGE: 12:30p 3:05p 5:40p 8:05p 10:30p

I9HI\SBYLON A.D.: 11:30a 1:50p 4:20p 6:40p
15p

*11:59 TIMES VALID FOR FRI/SAT ONLY. ALL OTHER TIMES VALID THROUGH

offense without a quarterback
or an offensive line. Now he will
be the leading wideout opposite

University Computers

Adults

The Ridgmar Movie Tavern e Ft. Worth

Matinee | Military

After 6pm Child & Sr's

sﬁ 6801 Ridgmar Meadow Rd. e 817-563-7469 34

LATE SHOWS FRI & SAT NIGHT £¥ COUNTER SERVICE ONLY

THE PINEAPPLE EXPRESS: 11:00a 1:40p DEATH RACE: 11:15a 2:00p 4:35p 7:40p 10:15p
4:15p 7:10p 10:00p COLLEGE: 11:30a 1:50p 4:25p 7:00p 9:30p 11:59
TROPIC THUNDER: 12:00p 2:45p 5200 :50p | gagyon a.. 12:15p 2:35p 5:10p 7:30p 9:50p

10:30p 12:10a
DISASTER MOVIE: 11:45a 2:20p 4:45p 7:20p

Laveranues Coles - whom he
doubled in both receptions and
yardage last year — and catching

TRAFFIC TICKETS

Defended in Fort Worth, Arlington,
Richland Hills, Benbrook, Crowley,

Hurst, Euless, Grapevine, and
elsewhere in Tarrant County.

*No promises as to results.
*Any fine and any court costs

representation.

James R. Mallory
Attorney at Law

3024 Sandage Ave.
Fort Worth, TX 76109-1793
817.924.3236

www.JamesMallory.com

are not included in fee for legal

Apple Macintosh

University Drive

9:40p 11:59p

ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW - SATURDAY NIGHT AT 11:59PM
*11:59 TIMES VALID FOR FRI/SAT ONLY. ALL OTHER TIMES VALID THROUGH

Visit www.MovieTavern.com for showtimes and to view our complete menu.
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We repair all computers in and out of warranty
Fast turnaround

3334 W 7th Street
M-F8 a.m. - 6 p.m.
817-870-2921
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> AW DID YOU KNOW?

ANYWHERE INTEXASA MOST APARTMENT COMPLEXES PAY APARTMENT
LOCATORS A FEE FOR REFERRING NEW TENANTS.

UNLIKE MANY OTHER APARTMENT LOCATORS,
WE PAY YOU FORUSING OUR SERVICESAND PUTTING US
DOWN AS YOUR REFERRAL SOURCE
HOW MUCH? IT DEPENDS.

BELOW IS A GENERAL GUIDELINE.

MONTHLY RENT
$3000ANDABOVE
$2500TO $2999
$2000TO $2499
$1,500TO $1,999
$1,000TO $1499
$900TO $999
$800.TO $899
UNDER $800

4

1

WE PAY YOU
$1.250
$1000

$800

"_ s ol $350.
s CALLUS

- .

WE ALSO PAY A $50 REFERRAL FEE [F YOU REFER SOMEONE
TO US WHO USES OUR SERVICES IT'S SIMPLE..CALL US BEFORE YOU MOVE!

TOLL»FREE1'866.356.6OO7
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DWI?
TRAFFIC VIOLATION?

Fight it with...

The Law Office of
Paul Previte

www. Texas-DWI-Help.com
www. TIXLawTexas.com
817-335-HELP (4357)

PERCENT OF APARTMENT RENTERS UNAWARE THAT IT IS IN THEIR
BEST INTEREST (FINANCIALLY) TO USE THE RIGHT APARTMENT LOCATOR

BE INFORMED.
OIRNIRISNVISIE Z3E R E R R RS TR ARTRIRC) RN
CALLUSTOLLFREE @

1-866.356.6007

LICENSED BY THE TEXAS REAL ESTATE COMMISSION

Q_INVESTMENTS AWARDS
COMPETITION RECIPIENTS

Q Investments would [ike to thank
all students who Jaarticijaatecf in our
Awards Comyetition in spn’ng 2008.

The four winners who each received an
academic excellence award of $2,500 were:

jenmfer Braatz - Investments ﬂna(ysis
Nate Arnold - Systems ?Ina[ysis
Brad Williams - Generalist
Travis Gallatin - Generalist

PLEASE JOIN US IN
CONGRATULATING THESE
STUDENTS ON THEIR AWARDS!
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“Pete, from accounting ... | stole your
promotion last quarter, right?”

MoreOn TV

by Jay Schiller and Greg Cravens

SCHILLER + CRAVENS

© 2008 Jay Schille-r & Greg Cravens
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Sponsored by:
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Today in history
Hurricane Katrina makes landfall near New Orleans, La., as a Category
4 hurricane on this day in 2005. Despite being only the third most
powerful storm of the 2005 hurricane season, Katrina was the worst
natural disaster in the history of the United States.

TODAY'S CROSSWORD

Sponsored by:

TCU VOLLEYBALL
FRIDAY'AT 7PM VS, 1A, TECH
SATURDAY AT IPM VS, UMKC

SATURDAY AT 7PM VS, BELMONT

FREEFOR ALLSTUDENTS - GAMES AT THE REC

GOFROGS.COMV
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CENTER-EOR WRITING

Puzzled about your writing assignment?
You'll find skilled help free at your on-campus Center for Writing.
Schedule your appointment at WWW.WRT.TCU.EDU
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Directions

Fill in the grid so
that every 3x3 box,
row and column
contains the digits 1
through 9 without
repeating numbers.

Thursday's Solutions

Ao WIN 0 O N O

O 0 KO = W1 NN
= O O[O N N AW

W N O © O~ 00 N
~N A~ ool w Do © —~
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g o NW A O -~
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GET TIPS AND MORE SOLUTIONS

ACROSS T2 |8 7]
1 Newton's first

name? 14
4 Chevy model

10 Toothed strip i

14 English privy 50
15 Sandy or

Roberto of 23
baseball

16 1997 Peter 25 |26
Fonda title role
17 Singer

32

DiFranco %
18 July 14th in
France a1
20 Hanging

ornament 46
22 Unties

23 Needlefish

24 Actress Leigh 53 154 155
25 Man in Metz

27 Word of wit 59
28 Hardly hemen

32 Poet Lowell 62
33 Dash gauge

35 Debutante's 6

date
36 Cry loudly
38 Alprazolam

brand name
40 Capped joint 5 Shepard and
41 Poker-player's King

phrase 6 Part of MVP
43 Digital image 7 Qty.

format 8 Vituperate
45 Recipe meas. 9 Wrinkle-free
46 Assignation fabric
47 Coach Riley 10 Pool hall item
48 Fertile loam 11 Shoppe sign

By Allan E. Parrish
Mentor, OH

50 Dawdle word

52 QB Flutie 12 Stingy

53 Long Island 13 Tunisian rulers
institution 19 Cinema-chain

56 Grave name

59 Spendable 21 River barrier
salary 24 First Chief

61 Sib for sis Justice

62 Assns. 25 Sister's clothing

63 Northern lllinois 26 Astrologer
University city Sydney

64 Nabokov book 27 Media bus. grp.
65 Untidy state 29 Bobby Bloom
66 "__ Fideles" hit

67 Uh-huh 30 Print media

31 Stairway

34 Chopping tool
35 Devon river

37 Dispirited

39 Really likely
42 Infection type

DOWN
1 Flutter
2 Actress Skye
3 Crosby movie
4 Minnelli film

8/29/08

Thursday’s Puzzle Solved
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(c)2008 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
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44 Good gracious!
47 Put on a first

54 Confront boldly
55 Med. tests for

coat the heart
49 Nice assent 56 Resort spots
51 Valerie Harper 57 Pakistani
sitcom tongue
52 Distributed 58 Bar in a tub
cards 60 __ out (barely
53 Particle get by)

AT WWW.SUDOKU.COM See Wednesday's paper for solutions.
7
STUDENT LIVING
Hey Sophomores, Juniors & Seniors! It's time to raise Visit our leasing center today and discover
your standard of living to a whole new level. why we're the premier choice of TCU students.
Come check out our great amenities and reserve your For more info, call us at 817.924.2900
space now for the Spring of 2009. or 866.554.3764.
Bring in this ad and we’ll waive
q r M MC ) your application fee.
AT WESTBERRY PLACE
2855 W.Bowie St. + 817.924.2900 « grandmarctcu.com @
Features and amenities are subject to change without notice. (5\
GrandMarc at Westberry Place is a privately owned and operated student living community. QPPORTUNITY
\

Tof StarNAILS

Manicure||Solar P&W Set
899 2799

Reg 10] Reg 10}

Deluxe Spa & Pedi
1799

Reg 20]

ReFill

Full Set
1699 1199

Reg 19] Reg 13
White Tip Set or
Color Tip Set
1899

Reg 29

Facial Waxing
45°=rtow| | 30%off

Special Mon + Wed

Free Beverages
Expires 11/31/08

Gift Certificates Available
2809 W. Berry St.
Fort Worth, TX 76109
8179205955

Across from GrandMarc
Next to Quizno’s Subs

Episcopal

Methodist

rinit{IEpiscopal Church welcomes|
TCU students. Sunday services
are 8:00 Holy Eucharist 9:15
Holy Eucharist with Choir 11:30
Eucharist with contemporar
music. 3401 Bellaire Dr. South at
Stadium Dr. 817.926.4631

Arborlawnumc.org 5001 Briarhave
Worship: 8:45, 11:00, 11:11

Bible Church

TCBCcollege (Trinity Chagel)
Sundays @ 1lam - 661
Southwest Blvd, 76109. Relevant,
biblical teaching/discussion,
worship, events, etc. This Fall:
"TRUTH: Basic Christian Beliefs"
www.tcbecollege.com Need a
ride? benc@trinit chafelbc.org, or
817.37)7/.82 2

College Impact: Christ Chapel
Bible Church Sundays @ 11am in
the Bubble www.collegeimpact.
org Exalt "A Midweek Refuel"
Wednesdays from 7-8pm in West
Sanctuary. Ryan McCarthy College
Minister 817.703.6939 ryanm @
christchapelbc.org

Catholic

Holy Family Catholic Church
Pastor: Rev. Joseph Pemberton
Mass Times: Saturday: 5:00 p.m.
Sunday: 7:45 a.m.; 9:15 a.m.; 12:00
Noon 6150 Pershing Ave Fort
Worth, TX 76107 817.737.6768
www.holyfamilyfw.org Young
Adult Ministry: Contact Amy at
HFSAYAM@gmail.com

Disciples of Christ

First Christian Church (Disciples)
welcomes TCU students. We’re
our downtown church, TCU’s
“Mother Church.” Sunday School
9:45, worship 10:50; Wednesday
meditation 6:15. 6th and
Throckmorton, 817.336.7185 www.
fceftw.org. Bring a friend.

Skiff Advertising
817-257-7426

United Church of
Christ

First Congregational Church, UCC
4201 Trail Lake Drive, Fort Worth
Sunday Services 9:00 a.m. Jesus
Justice and Joy! Contemporary
Serivce 10:00 a.m. Sunday School
All Ages 11:00 a.m. Traditional
Service www.fwfccucc.org Open
and Affirming, Welcoming All!

Presbyterian

St. Stephen Presbyterian Church
2700 McPherson Ave., Ft. Worth,
Texas 76109 817.927.8411 office
www.ststephen-pcusa.com Service
Opportunities Abound....Go to
our website for more information
Worship 8:30 am., 11 a.m.
Sundays

The Religion Directory runs
every Friday and is a great
source to help the students and
faculty to find their new church
homes. Affordable—Call Today!
817.257.7426

[ DALY 3Kl
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HELP WANTED

A+ SPORTS-MINDED STUDENTS
Hiring 20-30 Students$15.00-$20.00/
HOUR Flexible Part/Full-Time Close
to Campus, Top Gun Promotions
817-546-3905

LOOKING FOR DESIGNERS The
TCU Daily Skiffis looking for designers.
Get paid for layout and design at the
TCU student newspaper. This is a great
opportunity for students interested in
newspaper experience or graphic design.
Hours available Mon-Thurs noon to ten
p-m. Will work with your class schedule.
Adobe InDesign, Photoshop, Illustrator
preferred. For more information contact
Max Landman at m.landman@tcu.edu
or Vicki Whistler at v.whistler@tcu.edu,
817-257-74217.

BARTENDER APPRENTICE
WANTED. Showdown Saloon. 4907
Camp Bowie Blvd. 817.233.5430

356 PERWORD PER DAY
456 PER BOLD WORD PER DAY
Wwww tcudailyskiff.com/classifieds T0 PLACE YOUR AD

[ED

PART-TIME BABYSITTER
NEEDED Dependable person with
car needed to help with children a
few days a month. Hours 3:30-6:00.
If interested please call Rhonda
Brown @ 817.675.8719

PART-TIME Seeking computer
software trainers. MOS Cert a plus!
Email list of apps you can teach.
jobs@cmefw.com

TEACH COMPUTER TO SR.
CITIZEN Looking for mature
college student to teach basic
computer skills to senior gentleman
at assisted living facility in East
FtW. Intelligent, engaging, quick
learner, new computer. 2-3 hours
per week. $12-15 per hour. Email:
WayneAReed@aol.com

Skiff Advertising
817-257-7426
dailyskiff.com
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FANTASY FOOTBALL

By Erick Moen
Staff Writer

Welcome ladies and gentle
people to yet another season of
Belichick bashing, Eli jokes and
fantasy football guidance with a
good dosage of Gulf Coast bias.

I'd like to thank you for read-
ing this column when you prob-
ably should be listening to the
professor your parents pay for,
and I'll do my best to make it
worth your while.

Many drafts have already fin-
ished, but for those of you with
commissioners smart enough to
allow a full preseason before the

draft, let’s work on draft strat-
egy.

Fantasy football pundits all
over the net are pointing to the
end of the two-stud running back
draft approach; this of course is
where one selects the top run-
ning back available in the first
two rounds. The critics have a
good point — wide outs are per-
forming better and seeing the ball
more, while clear cut, everyday
down backs are going the way of
the Dodo — but, depending on
your league settings, finding a
couple standout runners is still
the fastest way to league domi-
nation.

FANTASY WORLD

JIM PRISCHING / MCT
Chicago Bears utility man Devin Hester could see significant time on offense this season, making him a great late-round pick.

Feature backs top draft choices

The key is to focus on uncon-
tested lead backs like LaDanian
Tomlinson, Frank Gore, Ryan
Grant and Steven Jackson, while
avoiding situations like in Mi-
ami, Tampa Bay and Seattle. The
winners of those skirmishes will
eventually become commodities,
but there is no reason to reach
for their participants early in the
draft.

The tight end class is extreme-
ly deep this year, so let someone
else reach for Antonio Gates or
Jason Witten in the third round;
in the meantime, solidify your
core and pick up a solid tight end,

SEE FANTASY - PAGE 10

FOOTBALL

DAILYSKIFF.COM

Check www.tcudailyskiff.com to follow
the Horned Frogs’ weekend action.

Road game, conference foe
early test for Horned Frogs

By Billy Wessels
Sports Editor

The football team will begin
the season against a conference
opponent, the New Mexico Lo-
bos, for the first time since 2003
when they beat Tulane 38-35 as
members of Conference USA.

Head coach Gary Patterson
knows starting the season on
the road against a conference
opponent isn’t easy.

“Starting off the season with a
conference game against a team
like New Mexico will be quite
a challenge,” Patterson said.
“Playing against a conference
opponent on the road is always
tough. We understand that it is

SOCCER

going to be a very good crowd
and a loud crowd.”

Patterson said the intensity
that will be present in the con-
ference is similar to the intensity
the team experienced by play-
ing Big XII opponents the last
three years.

“It’s not just about the win-
ning and losing; it’s also about
the emotions, the sense of pride
and the recruiting ties,” Patter-
son said. “We have opened our
last couple of seasons against
Oklahoma and Baylor, and
now New Mexico. With all the
recruiting eyes that are on those
games, you want to make sure
you play well”

Patterson said he took some-

what unconventional methods
to prepare his players for play-
ing on the road.

“We put our kids in tough
situations,” Patterson said. “We
started playing the Lobo fight
song and the crowd noise at
practice. You have to prepare
yourself and help your kids so
they know what they are going
to see. You have to put them in a
situation where they can be suc-
cessful (come game time).”

Aside from the crowd factor,
Patterson thinks special teams
play will be a major factor in
tomorrow’s game.

“Both squads have young
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Team hopes to add 2 wins over weekend

By Michael Carroll
Staff Reporter

After an impressive start to
the season with a 5-0 victory
over Stephen F. Austin State
University on Aug. 22, the soc-
cer team marches on with two
home games this weekend.

Although not much is known
about this weekend’s oppo-
nents, head coach Dan Abdalla
said his team can expect quite
a challenge.

“We know they’re both go-
ing to be very well-coached,
hard-working teams, so they
are both going to be games
where we have to make sure
we bring our top-level game,”
Abdalla said.

The team will look to build
upon its high level of confi-
dence after its quick start to
the season against Stephen E.
Austin.

“We've been working hard
this preseason,” red-shirt fresh-
man defender Katie Taylor said.
“If we win both of these games
it’s going to be a good heads-up
for the season to come.”

In preparation for the games
this weekend, the team has fo-
cused its practice time on keep-
ing the field more compact,
staying connected defensively
and transitioning more quickly,
Abdalla said.

The players and coach agree
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SKIFF ARCHIVES

Junior midfielder Michelle Nguyen dribbles
the ball in last year's game against UT- San
Antonio. The Frogs will host Xavier and
Mississippi this weekend.
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