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FUN FACT
A California carpenter who keeps his clothes 
clean by working in the nude was arrested after 
a client returned home early and found him 
building bookcases in the buff.

OPINION: Good old-fashioned land grab, page 3
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WEATHER
TODAY: Sunny, 79/62
FRIDAY: Showers, 78/61

Saturday: T-storms, 75/56

CONTACT US
Send your questions, 
compliments, complaints 
and hot tips to the staff at 
NEWS2SKIFF@TCU.EDU
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OPEN MARKET
Don’t feel like hauling all of your 
useless stuff home? Get rid of all 
of it in a bazaar way.

NEWS | Coming tomorrow SPORTS | 8

The men’s golf team head to the 
Mountain West Conference 
Championship this weekend.

ON THE GREEN

–Associated Press

New dorms 
scheduled 
for fall 2007 
completion

Police break up fi ght with stun guns

MIKE HILL / Photographer

A fi ght broke out early Friday morning at the 
Stone Canyon night club 114 W. Exchange Ave.

Football player, bouncer 
receives shot from Taser 
at area club, student says
By TALIA SAMPSON
Staff Reporter

Fort Worth police who responded 
to a barroom brawl last week used 
electric stun guns on at least one 
TCU football player who was working 
security at the Stone Canyon Night 
Club, a student said.

Wide receiver Michael DePriest , an 
employee of the club, said police shot 
him with a stun gun after they were 
called to Stone Canyon to break up 
a fi ght that one source said occurred 

around 1:30 a.m. Friday. 
DePriest  said the staff had handled 

the situation when the police showed 
up in response to what he said were 
exaggerated phone calls.

“Everything would have been fi ne 
if the cops hadn’t barged in,” said 
DePriest , a senior sociology major .

DePriest  said the police caused 
people to panic because officers 
pushed and stunned several people 
who got in their way, including sev-
eral club employees.

“The general manager got Tased, 
and even the owner almost got Tased,” 
DePriest  said. “I got Tased, too. People 
got hysterical. It was like a raid, and 
everybody was a victim. I don’t blame 

them, but I thought the situation could 
have been handled better.”

The Fort Worth Police Department 
has not yet released a report for the 
incident, and numerous messages left 
since Monday for the Fort Worth pub-
lic information offi cer and TCU neigh-
borhood police offi cer Kirk Byrom  
have not been returned.

Operators for the records depart-
ment for the Fort Worth Police 
Department declined to comment on 
the incident, except to say that four 
phone calls were made concerning 
Stone Canyon’s address around the 
time of the fi ght.

Stone Canyon , which is located 
in the Stockyards, is open Thurs-

day through Saturday from 8 p.m. 
to 2 a.m. Management could not be 
reached for comment.

Head football coach Gary Patter-
son  said Tuesday he had spoken with 
one player and planned to speak with 
others about the fi ght.

Mark Cohen, athletics media rela-
tions director, said Patterson has 
issued a gag order for players and 
requested that media direct further 
questions to him.

At least one other TCU football 
player is reported to be employed 
by the club, which Patterson  said he 
was unhappy to hear.

“Doing the bouncer thing, there’s 
See BRAWL, page 4 

By ERIN GLATZEL 
Staff Reporter

As soon as school ends May 12, 
groundbreaking will begin for the 
university’s new $42 million resi-
dence halls. Architects for the proj-
ects were chosen in January 2005, 
and plans and revisions have been 
made since then  to fi t exactly what 
the campus needs, said Harold Lee-
man, Jr., associate director of major 
projects .

“The new residence halls will have 
a total of 625 rooms and two of the 
buildings are set to have loft space 
in the attic to accommodate 12 more 
rooms,” Leeman said.

Four new residence halls will be 
built where the 30-minute visitor 
parking and Frog Fountain are cur-
rently. These residence halls will be 
fi ve stories high based on sketches 
currently on display at the Physical 
Plant. There will be four-bedroom 
fl oor plans, as well as two-bedroom 
fl oor plans available. Each student 
will have his or her own bedroom 
and will share a common bathroom 
and dinette area with his or her 
roommates, Leeman said.

Residence halls A and B, which 
are set closer to Colby Hall, will 
be completed in time for fall 2007, 
while residence halls C and D are 
not expected to be completed until 
spring 2008, Leeman said.

Who will live in these new resi-
dence halls has not been fi nalized.

“It will most likely be upperclassmen 
living in those residence halls,” said 
Robin Williamson , associate director of 
housing, “although we have not made 
anything offi cial as of yet.”

Although construction will not 
begin until February 2007, planning 
for the $40 million Student Union has 
begun. The Student Union, which is 
expected to be completed between 
October and December 2008, will 
be three stories high and have a 
dining hall with a terrace, as well as 
an area similar to a sports bar with 
large TVs, Leeman said.

The second story will house the 
main dining hall and offi ces, and 
the third story will house the chan-
cellor’s dining room and a confer-
ence room..

A stage for outdoor performances 
will be built in front of the Student 
Union, between the residence halls. 
There will also be a large clock tower 

RAINBOW CARNAVAL
GSA raises awareness with Day of Silence
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By Jessica St. John
Staff Reporter

Campus was a little quieter 
Wednesday thanks to TCU’s 
second annual  National Day of 
Silence .

According to the Web site 
www.dayofsilence.org , the 
National Day of Silence is a stu-
dent-led day of action designed to 
create awareness of discrimina-
tion against lesbian, gay, bisexu-
al and transgender students and 
other victims of hate crimes. 

The National Day of Silence 
began in 1996 and has grown 
over the past 10  years.

The TCU chapter of the Gay-
Straight Alliance organized 
TCU’s participation in the event, 
which included visual displays 
such as signs and posters at 
tables around campus.

GSA members took a vow of 
silence for the day and wore 

black strips of cloth over their 
mouths, signifying the unheard 
voices of hate crime victims.

Rob Grebel , a junior politi-
cal science major  and member 
of GSA, took a vow of silence 
for the day.

“We are able to highlight injus-
tice and help correct it through 
education and action, and also 
provide a safe haven and sup-
port for anyone who has suffered 
from injustice because of their 
sexuality,” Grebel said.

Courtney Goode , a sopho-
more economics major , has 
been a member of GSA since 
her freshman year.

Goode said she is a part of 
GSA because she feels that if 
one segment of our society is 
oppressed, then everyone is 
affected. She said we all depend 
on each other and therefore, we 

See GSA, page 4

See PLANS, page 4

Campus task force prepared in the case of an avian influenza breakout
By ALISON RUBINSON
Staff Writer

The often mentioned, rarely 
explained, avian influenza virus 
has spurred concern and prepara-
tion within the medical community 
and public health services. Now its 
potential to mutate has moved into 
the forefront. 

Many citizens assuage their fears 
of a viral pandemic with the belief 
that avian infl uenza will follow in 
the footsteps of its hubbub-induc-
ing virus brother, SARS, and boil 
the conversation about the dangers 
of the virus down to unnecessary 
panic, but TCU offi cials are still pre-
paring.

In early January, campus offi cials 
created a task force to begin plan-
ning for the possibility of a pandem-
ic, or worldwide outbreak.

Randal Cobb,  TCU safety director, 
serves on the task force, which he 
said is compiled of people on cam-
pus with knowledge that would be 
helpful if the virus were to virus 
mutate. Among the representatives 
are people from the Health Center, 
the nursing department, the police 
department and the athletic depart-
ment. 

According to the World Health 
Organization, “Avian infl uenza, or 
‘bird fl u,’ is a contagious disease of 
animals caused by viruses that nor-
mally infect only birds and, less com-
monly, pigs.” 

The virus is spreading rapidly in 
birds, and based on migration pat-
terns, it is predicted that the Unit-
ed States could experience bird fl u 
as early as June, said Lorrie Adams, 
 safety offi cer for Harris Methodist 

HEB Hospital. 
“If it comes in through poultry, it 

will be a relatively small-scale prob-
lem,” Adams said. 

The current worldwide concern is 
over whether the virus will mutate 
into one that is airborne, and there-
fore, contagious.

The mortality rate in birds is high, 
but it does not easily infect humans, 
said Giridhar Akkaraju, an  assistant 
biology professor. 

“By exchanging genes, however, 
there is possibility that a new form 
of the virus may come up that can 
infect humans easily and cause the 
high mortality of bird fl u, this time 
in humans,” Akkaraju  said. 

The campus task force is operat-
ing under the assumption that the 
virus will mutate and begin spread-
ing human from to human, Cobb  

said, adding that the task force plans 
include treatment, containment and 
faculty and staff cross training.

The committee has taken informa-
tion from other universities and local 
government agencies and adapted 
the information to TCU’s needs, 
Cobb  said.

TCU is working with the Tarrant 
County Public Health Department 
to develop the plans.

On a national level, the United 
States government is developing 
a public health plan, said Ronald 
Blanck,  former surgeon general of 
the U.S. Army.

If the virus mutates into one that is 
easily transmitted between humans 
and simultaneously retains its lethal-
ity, “millions and millions would 
become ill, despite our best efforts,” 

See FLU, page 4

LEFT: Freshman biology and political science major, Lyndsay Peden, lifts her fl ag to the sky Wednesday evening at the Breaking the Silence event held by Frog Fountain.  RIGHT: Rob Grebel, junior political 
science major, and Jessica Fleming, junior RTVF major, sit silently at their booth in the Student Center Wednesday morning. 





Opinion 3Thursday, April 27, 2006

Wednesday the Senate voted to fund the fight against illegal immigration using 
some of the money Bush requested for the Iraq war.

FUND DEFENSE AGAINST IMMIGRATION, NOT IRAQ?

—Associated Press

NEWSREAL • NICHOLAS SAMBALUKTHE SKIFF VIEW

The content of the Opinion page does not 
necessarily represent the views of Texas Christian 
University. The Skiff View editorial represents the 
view of the five-person TCU Daily Skiff editorial  

board listed at left. The Skiff View is the 
collective opinion of the editorial board and may 
not reflect the views of the individual writers. 
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the opinion of the writers and do not necessarily 
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Letters to the editor: The Skiff welcomes letters 
to the editor for publication. To submit a letter, 
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COURTNEY REESE
MIKE DWYER

ADRIENNE LANG
TRAVIS STEWART

STEPHANIE WEAVER

Editorial Policy

Opinion page is yours; use it
As of today, I’ve written sev-

en opinion articles for the Skiff 
this semester. I’ve bashed old 
politicians and criticized rap 
music. I’ve longed for West-

ern films and 
pulled my hair 
out over tech-
nology. Some 
of the articles 
I’ve written 
have been good 
and some could 
have used more 
work. In any 

case, all are representations of 
myself via my humble opin-
ions.

For the fall semester, I 
encourage each and every per-
son at TCU, be they staff, facul-
ty or student, to take the time 
and write to the Skiff.

It’s easy, it’s fun and entirely 
painless. You don’t even have 
to be a journalism student to 
do it; all you need is an opin-
ion and the ability to back it 
up logically.

But the Skiff opinion page 
isn’t a soapbox; it’s a forum. 

It’s a page for debate where, 
provided there is participation, 
we can all exchange ideas. We 
don’t have to agree nor do we 
have to disagree, but at least 
we can appreciate an idea that 
isn’t our own.

I don’t write opinion pieces 
because I want people to know 
what I think. As cheesy as it 
sounds, I write these articles 
because I want to know what 
you think. I put my opinion 
on paper with the hope that 
someone will read it and find 
themselves motivated enough 
to write back; I offer my opin-
ion so that maybe, just maybe, 
somebody can offer a valid 
argument for or against what I 
think.

Our varied opinions and 
beliefs are what make us all 
different and interesting. You 
can learn a lot about a person 
simply by what they think.

Even if you don’t like what 
someone has to say in the 
Skiff, you can simply turn the 
page. But, on the off-chance 
that you really don’t agree with 

what someone says, you’ll be 
motivated to write to us.

I love to argue. I love to be 
proven wrong, but more so, I 
love to prove others wrong.

Over the weekend, a fel-
low reporter and I managed 
to scream at each other about 
religion, sex, politics and Star 
Wars, all in under an hour. I 
loved every minute of it. I’m 
fairly sure we didn’t find any 
common ground, but at least 
we gave it a shot.

My point is this: the opinion 
page is yours to make.

Criticism, when supported 
by logic, allows us to explore 
different points of views.

Winston Churchill, prime 
minister of the United King-
dom during World War II, 
sums up criticism more elo-
quently than I can: “Criticism 
may not be agreeable, but it is 
necessary. It fulfills the same 
function as pain in the human 
body. It calls attention to an 
unhealthy state of things.”

John-Laurent Tronche is a senior 

news-editorial major from Fort Worth.

COMMENTARY 

John-Laurent Tronche

River project abuses eminent domain
Americans know little about 

the powers of our government. 
The power of eminent domain 
is no different. It is the pro-
cess by which the government 

can take private 
land for public 
use, provided 
just compensa-

tion is given in exchange for 
the property.

Locally, the Trinity River proj-
ect is causing a stir because of 
its far-reaching use of eminent 
domain. Since the Supreme 
Court decided Kelo v. City of 
New London, private property 
can be taken for private devel-
opment in addition to public 
development. The Trinity River 
Project justifies these takings 
under these new rules.

How can Fort Worth resi-
dents object to this plan under 
the new guidelines? Is it right to 
force out property-holders who 
have been there for generations? 

Considering the frivolity of 
the project, this is an abuse of 
eminent domain.

First envisioned in the 1980s 
and adopted by the city in 
2003, the projected cost of the 
Trinity Uptown project alone 
is $435 million and will not 
be complete before 2015. It is 
a master plan to enhance 88 
miles of the Trinity River and 
its tributaries in the Greater 
Fort Worth area, creating a 
large recreational area based 
around an urban lake. In addi-
tion to enhancing recreation, 
this plan will revitalize a light 

industrial zone, turning it into 
a scenic commercial and resi-
dential area.  

At first glance, the Trinity 
Uptown project sounds fantas-
tic for Fort Worth. However, at 
an estimated cost of $435 mil-
lion, this project will strain local 
budgets and divert funding from 
other government services such 
as education and transportation.

An alternative to the Trin-
ity Uptown project would be 
to improve flood control. This 
would only cost approximately 
$9 million dollars and would 
raise the existing levees along 
the Trinity River. This alterna-
tive plan would provide updat-
ed flood protection as well 
the recreational improvements 
promised under the Trinity 
Uptown Project. However, this 
plan differs from the Trinity 
Uptown plan in that it does 
not provide the same economic 
benefits, hence the passage of 
the current proposal.

The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers are finalizing the 
exact route for the urban lake 
and will soon begin construc-
tion. However, as the plans are 
not yet finalized, there is still a 
chance to alter the project and 
protect Fort Worth property 
owners as much as possible. 

Adrienne Parham is a senior political 

science and criminal justice major from 

Palm Desert, Calif. 

Jon Muellner is a junior economics major 

from Beaumont. 

Maureen Perro is a senior political 

science major from Grapevine.

TRINITY UPTOWN PROJECT TENTATIVE TIMELINE
2000:  Trinity River Vision Master Plan drafted

2003:  TIF District created; Plan adopted by City

2004:  Preliminary Trinity Uptown design completed

2004:  Federal funding authorized

2005:  Initial federal funding appropriated

2006:  Receive Record of Decision from U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

2006:  Design and start construction of bridges and roadways

2008:  Design and start construction of bypass channel

2010:  Upper West Fork mitigation

2012:  Modify University Drive

2012:  Construct and install isolation gates

2013:  Construct Samuels Avenue dam

2014:  Extend White Settlement Road

2015:  Excavate interior water feature

TO VOICE YOUR OPINION ABOUT EMINENT 
DOMAIN OR THE TRINITY RIVER PROJECT, 
CONTACT THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE:

Linda Christie

Director of Community and Government 
Affairs

Tarrant Regional Water District

800 East North Side Drive

Fort Worth, TX 76164

817-335-2491

lchristie@trwd.com

Dr. Rebecca Griffin

Chief of Corps of Engineers planning 
branch in Fort Worth

CESWF-PER-P

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Fort Worth District

Box 17300-0300

819 Taylor St.

Fort Worth, TX 76102-0300

Rebecca.s.griffith@swf02.usace.army.
mil

Mayor Mike Moncrief

Mayor of Fort Worth

1000 Throckmorton St.

Fort Worth, TX 76102

817-392-6118

Mike.Moncrief@fortworthgov.org

Rep. Kay Granger

U.S. House of Representatives - 12th 
District of Texas

1701 River Run Road

Fort Worth, TX 76107

817-338-0909

www.kaygranger.house.gov

Women should get exams
YOUR VIEW

Pennies not worth cost;
production should cease 

The market price of zinc has tripled 
since the end of 2003 and is threaten-
ing to continue to cost the U.S. Mint 
more than 1.4 cents to make each pen-
ny — that one-cent piece we are all 
tempted to throw away or save into 
obsolescence. As such, we’ve got the 
perfect solution to Texas’ public school 
finance problems: Let’s all gather our 
penny jars and piggy banks and smelt 
our way to educational freedom.

OK, so our line of thinking runs into 
that whole “supply and demand” problem 
when the zinc market gets flooded with 
smelted pennies. But who can deny the 
glory of, say, Warren Chisum, R-Pampa, 
frantically searching the Capitol for smelt-
ing relics from the Republic of Texas’ 
early days as a means to scrape together 
jury-rigged funds for public education.

After 1982, when the penny faced a 
similar economic infeasibility as a result 
of its 95 percent copper composition, the 
mint changed the coin’s content to almost 
98 percent zinc. But the scrap zinc in a 
single penny is currently worth more than 
0.75 cents, and if the market continues to 
push up the metal’s demand, it could be 

more economical to smelt the one cent 
piece instead of use it as currency.

Whether we try to turn a profit on 
our pennies, the U.S. Mint could cer-
tainly benefit from cutting down on 
making the damn things. They’re 
already on pace to make some 9 bil-
lion pennies in 2006 — last year they 
minted 7.7 billion pieces, more than all 
of the other coins put together.

Abolishing the penny denomination 
would hurt the poorest of the poor, 
but we don’t need to keep endlessly 
mining the earth to make coins that 
may be worth less than the metal from 
which they are made.

This staff editorial appeared in the Daily Texan at 

the University of Texas. It was distributed by U-Wire.

COMMENTARY 
Adrienne Parham
Jon Muellner
Maureen Perro

Access to health care is 
at an all-time high in the 
United States, but recent 
research is showing that 
college-aged women are 
not utilizing the resources 
available for preventive 
care. I would like to bring 
to the attention of the 
student body at TCU the 
importance of gynecolog-
ic health screenings, also 
referred to as pelvic exams. 
Pelvic exams are a form 
of prevention that should 
not be overlooked by col-
lege-aged women and it is 
important that this popula-
tion understand why.

Annual pelvic examina-
tions should begin when 
sexual activity begins and 
should be done at age 21 
in women who are not 
sexually active, according 
to the National Women’s 
Health Information Cen-
ter. In a recent study pub-
lished in the Journal of 
the American Academy of 
Nurse Practitioners, college 
women expressed their 
awareness of the impor-
tance of screenings, but 
their actions did not cor-
relate with the knowledge 
they possessed. Many col-
lege women found it incon-
venient to schedule an 
appointment; they are sim-
ply too busy. The article 
also suggested that though 
women are conscious of 
the fact that they should 

be seeing their gynecolo-
gist regularly, they do not 
know what exactly these 
visits detect or prevent. 

During a pelvic exam, a 
Pap test is done to detect 
abnormal cells in the cer-
vix, the lower part of the 
uterus. It is important 
to detect abnormal cells, 
as they can be an early 
sign of cervical cancer. 
Another health problem 
detected by this test is the 
human papilloma virus. 
HPV is another risk fac-
tor for cervical cancer, 
and when it is caught ear-
ly, the risks are greatly 
reduced with treatment. 

It is important for the 
media to publicize the 
information above to 
women of all ages, but 
especially college-aged 
women who are debat-
ing going in for their first 
exams. During the pelvic 
exam, as stated above, 
Pap tests are done, but 
STD tests can also be per-
formed. It is extremely 
important for women to 
be aware of the risks that 
these tests reduce. The 
tests have the potential to 
provide a longer life and 
better quality of life for 
not only the women, but 
their sexual partners as 
well. Thank you for your 
assistance in spreading 
awareness on this issue.

Karen Collins, senior

More choice benefits customers
The latest round of competition for 

Metroplex airline customers has yielded 
some excellent benefits for consumers.

The Fort Worth Star-Telegram reports that 
Monday, Southwest Airlines began offering 
free alcohol to customers flying out of Dallas 
Love Field between now and Memorial Day. 
This is in response to last Wednesday, when 
American Airlines gave away 20,350 round-
trip tickets to fans at a Dallas Mavericks game.

These incentives are aimed at getting and 
keeping customers. For American Airlines, 
which has only recently begun flying out 
of Love, it is about attracting customers to 
their new operation there. For Southwest, it 
is about ensuring that customers continue 
to travel with them regardless of American’s 
presence at Love.

This type of competitive atmosphere will 
promote consumer satisfaction, as opposed 
to legislative measures such as the Wright 
Amendment, which limits which states air-
lines can fly to out of Dallas Love Field. The 
amendment favors certain specific businesses 
and ends up hurting consumers. Customers 

may be forced to pay more for tickets, choose 
longer flights with layovers, or yield to sub-
standard service when there aren’t enough 
choices — for example, when a single airline 
holds a monopoly on a particular flight path.

Clearly, this competition is a good thing.
If businesses want customers, they should 

be required to compete for them, offering 
bonuses and incentives, or just plain good 
products and good service. They should not 
be able to merely lobby for legislative means 
to those same ends. The competition may 
require sacrifices from American Airlines, 
but in the long run, it may find its company 
improved as it is forced to find new ways to 
appeal to customers.

This competition is what capitalism is sup-
posed to be about — the best business win-
ning fair and square, or multiple businesses 
reaping rewards, and certainly the consumer 
being able to choose the best deal possible.

And as customers pour into Love Field, it 
appears that’s what is happening.

Opinion editor Stephanie Weaver for the editorial board.

“We’ve got the perfect solution 
to Texas’ public school finance 

problem: Let’s all gather 
our penny jars and piggy 
banks and smelt our way 
to educational freedom.”
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attached to the Student Union that will be back-
lit, Leeman said.

Something new will be the Heritage Room, 
which will also be housed in the new Student 
Union and will contain TCU memorabilia, Lee-
man said.

The current Student Center will remain where 
it is and will be the new home to AddRan Col-
lege of Humanities and Social Sciences, as well 
as some administrative offices, such as admis-
sions. In addition, Frog Fountain will be moved 
closer to the current Student Center.

The driveway in front of the Student Center 
is expected to be paved with bricks and will 
only be open to vehicles on moving day.

“It will be a walking path for students, since 
there will be no parking that way, and the food 
trucks and mail trucks will not have to deliver 
to the old Student Center,” Leeman said.

Few administrators are open to discussing 
the changes in store for the campus because 
all these projects are still in the “programming 
phase” and certain ideas and concepts are likely 
to change by the time building is complete.

said Blanck, who is cur-
rently the president of 
the University of North 
Texas Health Science 
Center at Fort Worth.

In the case of a pan-
demic, hospitals would 
require extensive equip-
ment, such as ventilators, 
but most are financially 
unable to stock the nec-
essary equipment when 
the year-round need is 
less severe, he said..

Hospitals prepare for 
any kind of epidemic, 
Adams said, but they 
“run at capacity, so to 
get anything above and 
beyond is difficult.” 

“If it does mutate, 
there will be high needs 
of respiratory protec-
tion,” Adams said. “Ven-

tilators are hard to get, 
expensive to keep, and 
require qualified staff to 
run them.”

But while SARS sent 
many citizens to buy 
protective masks, Blanck 
said there is no need for 
alarm at this point, sug-
gesting people do the 
same as they would to 
prepare for any kind of 
natural or man-made 
disaster.

“Have a stockpile of 
food and water, a full 
tank of gas in your car, 
and have an emergency 
evacuation plan,” Blanck 
said. “Other than that, 
there isn’t anything 
we need to do at this 
point.

“The worst case is 
really terrible, but it is 
just that, a worst case. 
The likelihood is some-
thing less than that.”

all need to accept each other’s differences.
“I hear a lot of people say things like ‘oh, 

that’s gay,’ without realizing they are perpetu-
ating hate,” Goode said. “It’s because of those 
comments that people live in fear of being who 
they really are.”

The vow of silence ended during the “Break-
ing the Silence” concert and Rainbow Carnaval 
at Frog Fountain. Other student organizations 
were encouraged to attend and set up booths. 
Frogs for Fair Trade, Wesley Foundation and 
TCU Allies were several of the organizations 
that participated in the event.

Jessica Fleming, a junior radio-TV-film major 
and GSA president, helped to organize the 
Day of Silence.

Fleming said events such as the National 
Day of Silence are important to the TCU com-
munity.

“TCU should be exposed to events like this 
because this school is making future commu-
nity leaders,” Fleming said. “We need to get in 
people’s faces and let them know things like 
this are out there.”

GSA
From page 1

always the opportunity for a fight,” 
Patterson said. “I can’t stop them 
from doing it, but I’m not sure it’s 
a great choice.”

Mike Russel, assistant dean for 
campus life, said his office had 
no knowledge of the brawl, and 
unless a complaint is filed, it is 
unlikely any disciplinary action 
will be taken against those 
involved.

DePriest said that as a result 
of the fight, Stone Canyon will 
implement stricter safety pre-
cautions, such as more distinct 
staff uniforms and a stricter dress 
code.

Chad Pendarves, a senior politi-
cal science major who was at Stone 
Canyon when the fight broke out, 
described a chaotic scene.

“The police saw a struggle and 
couldn’t distinguish between who 
was fighting,” Pendarves said.

PLANS
From page 1

BRAWL
From page 1

FLU
From page 1
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Bruce Springsteen released “We Shall Overcome: The Seeger Ses-
sions” on Tuesday. The disc reworks many of the traditional folk songs 
popularized by Pete Seeger and has been widely praised by critics.

BORN TO RUN

By ADRIENNE LANG
Associate Editor

Names have been changed 
to protect the identity of the 
sources.

Two weeks ago, Carrie had 
a dilemma — she had a trade 
theory test the following day. 
Not only did she anticipate the 
test to be difficult, but Carrie 
also hadn’t studied for it at 
all. Lucky for her, she had a 
magic pill that would make 
her last-minute cram a little 
easier. 

From past experience, Car-
rie knew that, in this case, the 
pill was just what the doctor 
ordered — just not by her own 
physician. Carrie, a senior 
international economics major, 
took a stimulant prescribed to 
a friend with attention deficit 
hyperactivity disorder.

The Numbers
Carrie’s illegal use of ADHD 

medication may not be so 
uncommon. Yvonne Giovanis, 
assistant director for Alcohol 
and Drug Education, said the 
usage of ADHD medications 
are the fastest-growing drugs 
on college and high school 
campuses and use is expected 
to be on the rise for the next 
several years.

Laura Crawley, assistant 
dean of Campus Life and 
health promotion, said several 
studies show widespread use 
of stimulants on college cam-
puses across the nation.

“Generally, nine out of 10 
people with Adderall or Rital-
in, what have you — it’s going 
to be who it’s been prescribed 
for,” she said. 

But Crawley cited a study at 

the University of Wiscon-
sin that shows college 
students are excep-
tions to the rest of the 
population.

Out of about 1,000 stu-
dents surveyed, 16.2 percent 
admitted to abuse or misuse 
of a methylphenidate, which 
includes name-brand drugs 
such as Ritalin and Concer-
ta. Only about 10 percent of 
those students who admit-
ted to abusing the drugs 
were actually diagnosed with 
ADHD, while 90 percent did 
not have a diagnosable illness. 
According to the Monitoring 
the Future study at a Mid-
western university, this type 
of drug-usage was found to be 
the second most popular kind, 
after marijuana. 

Abuse and Misuse
Crawley said students mis-

use drugs by taking them with 
alcohol, and those who do have 
ADHD misuse drugs by stock-
piling until finals time, which 
is exactly what senior mar-

ket ing 
m a j o r 
J é s u s * 
does.

After being diagnosed with 
ADHD in sixth grade, Jésus 
took Ritalin every day in mid-
dle school and high school, but 
stopped in college. He said the 
drug made him lose his appe-
tite and made him feel bad in 
general, so now he saves the 
prescription for finals time 
to take and distribute to his 
friends. While he took 20 
milligrams of Ritalin a day in 
high school, he said, he usu-
ally takes 40 milligrams dur-
ing test days.

Jésus said students without 
ADHD sometimes use the drug 
more frequently or at a higher 
dosage. 

“My friends who don’t have a 

prescription take 
more than I do,” 
Jésus said.

Giovanis said 
when people who 
do not have pre-
scriptions for stimu-
lants take them anyhow, 
they are “abusing” the drug. 

Crawley said as many as one 
in five college students have 
illegally used drugs such as 
Ritalin or Adderall.

She said the two most prev-
alent methods students abuse 
and misuse the drug are oral-
ly and snorting. The study 
showed that 55 percent of 
students swallowed the pills 
and 40 percent crushed and 
snorted the medication, mostly 
a method used for extended 
partying.

The Effects
Crawley said about 50 per-

cent of stimulant-users take 
them two to three times a 

year, more 
than one-third 

take them two to three times 
a month and 15.5 percent 
take them two to three times 
a week.

“I think the more frequent 
you’re using it, the greater 
potential you have to become 
addicted to it or to run into 
other problems with that if you 
get caught with it and you’re 
in the conduct system at that 
point or you’re being referred 
to a counselor or something,” 
she said.

Dr. Mary Ann Block, a family 
practitioner in Hurst, said the 
drugs go to nervous system 
receptor sites in the brain to 
keep focus. She said the drugs 

See DRUGS, page 6
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ADHD medication abuse on campus is on the rise 
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themselves are very dangerous.
“Just because these drugs were 

approved by the FDA doesn’t mean 
they’re safe, unfortunately,” she said.

“Ritalin is found to be more potent 
than cocaine and goes to the same recep-
tor site. The drugs — like Ritalin and 
Adderall — are like speed.”

Giovanis said that because the drugs 
are highly and easily addictive, they 
manipulate the central nervous system, 
and those using the drugs, especially 
when not prescribed, experience an 
increase in heart rate, blood pressure 
and respiration.

“With proper medical supervision of 
those drugs, that’s when doctors will often 
change the milligram-dosage a person gets 
in order to minimize those side effects and 
make sure it’s maximizing the use of the 
drug,” she said.

Carrie said when she takes a stimulant, 
her heart races, she feels cold but still 
sweats, has difficulty going to sleep and 
gets dehydrated.

Besides a loss of appetite, Jésus said, 
he tends to get agitated easily.

Giovanis said if someone used the medi-
cation to study, often, that person must 
also take it before the test as well.

Carrie said she usually takes 10 milli-
grams to study and another 10 right before 
the test because people who have prescrip-
tions have told her to do so. 

Also, Giovanis said, students might 
question their self-reliance with contin-
ued use of the medication.

She said students may ask themselves, 
“‘Do I want to know that I was able to 
study and remember this information and 
achieve that A, or am I going to wonder 
if it’s just because I took that pill?’” she 
said. “To take that one step further, ‘Do 
I want a doctor that made his or her way 
through college and medical school on 
Adderall giving me medical advice or per-
forming surgery on me if they’re no longer 
on that drug?’”

The Appeal 
Crawley said students use the drugs to 

“party” longer, focus on studying and tests, 
and curb their appetites.

While Jésus said he knows of some stu-
dents who use them to stay up and drink 
longer, he, Carrie, Giovanis and Crawley 
all agreed that studying and test-taking are 
the primary reasons TCU students take 
stimulants. 

Jésus said finals week is the time when 
most students use stimulants — and go 
looking for them.

“When it comes finals week, everyone’s 
knocking on my door,” he said.

Carrie said that although she does expe-
rience negative side effects, she is pleased 
with the medicine as a whole.

“I’ve had really good benefits,” she 
said. “I think I definitely perform better 
on tests.”

She said the medicine helps her to study 
when she is behind in a class and the 
test requires a lot of memorization. The 
medicine has given her more patience and 
allows her to take more care while tak-
ing a test.

Crawley said the side effect of loss 
of appetite appeals to females. She said 
because of the absence of some over-the-
counter stimulant diet pills such as Fen-
Phen, an ADHD drug offers an alternative. 
In fact, Giovanis said, some medications 
used to treat ADHD were originally intro-
duced as weight-loss pills.

“I think that pressure for college women 
to not only be brainy, but also beautiful 
plays into it,” she said. “Some are scared 
to stop taking it because they might gain 
weight.”

While Carrie said she did not use the 
drugs to lose weight, she said the drugs 
do suppress her appetite and she has to 
remind herself to eat.

Crawley said students use drugs like 
Adderall and Ritalin because they do have 
the same effects as cocaine, speed and 
other illegal amphetamines but do not 
possess the same negative connotations 
as illegal drugs.

“It’s perceived to be safe,” she said. 
“Most students get in that place of, ‘well, 
it’s probably bad, but it’s not that big of 
a deal.’”

Giovanis said she thinks that age con-
tributes to illegal uses of the medica-
tion.

“Part of it is that I think that the idea 
that students at a college are in that age-
period where they really don’t think long-
term negative things can happen to them 
— because you’re still growing physically, 
mentally and emotionally,” she said. “And 
life just seems full of possibilities.”

Jésus said he has never really consid-
ered the dangers and consequences of 
misusing the drugs or handing it out to 
his friends.

Giovanis said Jésus is not alone.
“Most students don’t reflect on the what-

ifs,” she said.

The Source 
According to a Medco Health Solutions 

analysis, ADHD diagnoses for adults 20 
to 44 have doubled in recent years — a 
phenomenon that is contributing to the 
widespread use of stimulants, Giovanis 
said. 

“Wherever there’s more prevalence, 
there’s more room for abuse because it’s 
more easily accessible,” she said.

She said that on TCU’s campus, there is 

not one central “dealer” of ADHD drugs, 
but rather, most people get them from 
their friends.

Crawley said that students who abuse 
the drugs get them from students who 
are prescribed. If students pay for the 
medicine, they pay anywhere from $1 
to $5 a pill. Carrie said that TCU prices 
are comparable to the national standards 
with an average of about $3 a pill and $5 
being the highest rate. Jésus said during 
finals week is when the pills are the most 
expensive.

Although Jésus said he distributes Rit-
alin to his friends, he doesn’t charge them 
because he usually has two or three bottles 
that he has stockpiled. 

“I give people the amount they ask for 
as long as it’s not a ridiculous amount,” 
he said.

While most students obtain the drug 
from others, Giovanis said, she has heard 
of instances at TCU where students have 
read about ADHD and faked symptoms 
to doctors to get prescribed drugs.

Monica Kintigh, a licensed profession-
al counselor for Mental Health Services, 
said she does not believe it’s easy to feign 
ADHD.

“It is a medical diagnosis that includes 
detailed intake interview including person-
al and family history, two to three hours of 
screening tests with an interpretation by 
a mental health professional, and a medi-
cal doctor’s examination and diagnosis,” 
she said in an e-mail. “Persons don’t sud-
denly become ADHD — there is always 
evidence from their personal and family 
history that confirms the diagnosis.”

Block disagreed, saying there is no phys-
ical indication for the illness.

“There is no objective medical test on 
ADD and ADHD,” she said.

Giovanis said because there is no medi-
cal test and doctors are limited on time 
spent with patients, a false diagnosis can 
happen. 

“As much as we’d like to say it’s dif-
ficult to get a prescription, the reality is, 
there is no medical test to show whether 
you have ADD or ADHD,” she said. “ ... I 
would imagine it’s easier than we’d like 
it to be to get a hold of Adderall or Rit-
alin,” she said.

Alternatives 
Instead of taking stimulants as a study 

aid, Crawley suggests students start study-
ing earlier. If someone has a problem with 
noise while taking tests, she said, he or 
she should be up front with the profes-
sor to arrange a different time or room 
in which to take the test. She also said 
enough rest will help students concentrate 
and coffee is a better, legal alternative to 
stimulant drugs. If a medication is being 
used to lose weight, changing lifestyles is 
a better method to shed pounds.
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EFFECTS OF ADDERALL 
Short-term physical effects:

   • Addiction

   • Increased heart rate, breathing,     
      blood pressure

   • Decrease in appetite

   • Insomnia

   • Dilated pupils

   • Sweating

   • Nausea

   • Headache

   • Skin rashes

   • Stroke, tremors

Long-term physical effects:

   • Chronic memory disturbance

   • Brain damage

   • Chronic depression

   • Suppression of growth

   • Abnormal liver function

Short-term psychological effects:

   • Increased energy or alertness

   • Feeling of well-being

   • Paranoia

   • Hostility, aggression

   • Delusions, hallucinations

   • Obsessive compulsive behavior

Long-term psychological effects:

   • Permanent damage to chemicals     
      and neurotransmitters.

DRUGS
From page 5
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— INFO PROVIDED BY YVONNE GIOVANIS
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“There is no nosense so errant that it cannot be 
made the creed of the vast majority by adequate 
governmental action.”

FAMOUS QUOTE

—Bertrand Russell

1805: U.S. Marines and Berber mercenaries begin 
an assault in Derna, Tripoli.
1941: German forces enter Athens

TODAY IN HISTORY
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SUDOKU PUZZLE

Directions
Fill in the grid so 
that every 3x3 box, 
row and column 
contains the digits 
1 through 9 without 
repeating numbers.

Wednesday’s Solutions

GET TIPS AND MORE SOLUTIONS  
AT WWW.SUDOKU.COM

See Friday’s paper 
for answers to 
today’s Sudoku 

puzzle.

See Friday’s paper for answers to today’s crossword.
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The Quigmans  by Buddy Hickerson
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1956: Heavyweight champ Rocky Marciano retires undefeated from boxing
1961: NFL officially recognizes Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio
1981: First female soccer official is hired by NASL

TODAY IN SPORTS HISTORY

By RYAN WILCOX
Staff Reporter

Since her graduation from 
TCU more than 26 years ago, 
Terri Cain has continued a 
Horned Frog tradition with 
her children.

Cain, a secretary for the 
athletics department in the 
Justin Athletic Center, is part 
of a household where purple 
is the color of choice. Cain 
has three children: a daugh-
ter who graduated from TCU’s 
nursing program in December 
2004, a son who is a senior 
business major and a daugh-
ter who will attend TCU in 
fall 2006.

Cain and her husband 
Frank, who have been mar-
ried for 28 years, are both 
graduates of TCU. Her hus-
band is an attorney with 
ShannonGracey law firm.  

Cain said that because of 
the tuition benefits offered to 
employees, her children can 
attend TCU without having 
to pay tuition. 

“TCU has been very good 
to me and to my family,” Cain 
said. “We love TCU, but one 
of the reasons I came to work 
at TCU was we had all these 

tuitions coming up.” 
Cain said that before com-

ing to work at TCU she spent 
most of her time with her 
children.

“For many years I stayed 
home with my kids; it was 
fun,” Cain said.

The Cains’ son, Ben, said he 
came to TCU in part because 
of his parents’ opinions about 
the university.

“My parents spoke very 
highly of TCU,” Cain said. 
“So it was a real pleasure to 
get accepted and carry on the 
tradition.” 

Cain said his mother is always 
looking to help others.

“It’s good to know that she 
is there if I ever need her,” 
Cain said. “She is not a bad 
cook either.”

After attending the Uni-
versity of North Texas from 
1971-1973, Terri Cain came to 
TCU to finish her degree in 
English. Cain, who graduat-
ed from TCU in August 1979, 
said her friends motivated her 
to finish college.

“When I looked around and 
realized that all my friends 
had graduated from col-
lege and I hadn’t finished, I 

decided to come to TCU,” she 
said.

Cain, who has been part of 
the athletics department for 
five years, said the athletes 
make the job rewarding.

“Working in the athletics 
department is a lot of fun; 
there are great people here,” 
she said. “Athletes are good 
kids, so it’s nice being around 
the kids.” 

Cain said her daily routine 
consists mostly of answering 
the phone and making sure 
there are enough supplies in 
the office, but her job also 
allows her to meet athletes.

Athletics Director Danny 
Morrison said Cain does a 
good job of greeting people 
as they come in.

“She has a great attitude, 
is a hard worker and is real-
ly good with people,” Mor-
rison said. “That’s a pretty 
busy area, and she’s kind of 
the front door of the admin-
istration offices.” 

Ross Bailey, associate ath-
letics director, said Cain is 
always cheerful.

“I don’t know that she ever 
has a bad day,” Bailey said. 
“She is always pleasant and 
uplifting to be around.”

Department aide
raises TCU kids

Team preps for MWCC 
By TIM BELLA
Staff Writer

The men’s golf team has 
grown accustomed to taking 
home conference champion-
ships in recent years and will 
be looking to conjure up past 
years’ magic at this weekend’s 
Mountain West Conference 
championships in Sunriver, 
Oregon. 

The Horned Frogs, ranked 
No. 37 in the country, are aim-
ing to win their sixth consecu-
tive conference championship 
and their first in their debut 
year in the Mountain West. 

Head coach Bill Montigel 
said although the team knows 
this weekend has a little more 
added pressure to it because of 
what’s on the line, the team’s 
mindset has not and will not 
change just because the stage 
is bigger than usual.

“We are going to approach 
this weekend like any other 
tournament,” Montigel said. 
“We are going to take it one 
shot at a time.”

Senior Drew Laning expects 
the Horned Frogs to be pre-
pared for the stiff competition 
that awaits them this weekend 
as he looks to graduate with 
one last conference champi-
onship.

“Every tournament we go 
to we expect to win,” Laning 

said. “We’ve all been start-
ing to play really well, so we 
are looking for some good 
things.”

Joining him in the pur-
suit for the six-peat is junior 
Drew Stoltz, who wound up 
finishing tied for first at last 
year’s Conference USA tour-
nament. 

Stoltz said the team has 
shown glimpses of the type 
of strong play that is necessary 
in order to be proclaimed as 
the MWC’s best.

“It’s just a matter of getting 
all five guys clicking at the 
same time,” Stoltz said. “We 
have really high potential for 
this team, and we are excited 
to go out and show what we 
can do.”

If the squad looks to repeat 
its past conference champion-
ship success, it will have to 
do it against the stiffest com-
petition it has had to over-
come during its recent run 
of prosperity. Nevada at Las 
Vegas, Brigham Young, San 
Diego State and New Mexico 
all figure to be in the mix 
to see which team takes the 
trophy this weekend in Sun-
river.

“We are going for the six-
peat this week,” Laning said. 
“We are excited to be here. It 
ought to be a fun week.”

KIRA MEDNIS /  Photographer

Terry Cain works at her desk in the Justin Athletic Center on April 26.


