
By LESLIE DYER
Staff Reporter

The TCU Jazz Ensemble  is 
presenting a fundraising con-
cert today  to raise money for 
its tour of Italy  this summer.

The tour will last from July 
8 to 19 , and the ensemble of 
about 25 musicians  will trav-
el to multiple cities including 
Fort Worth’s sister city, Reg-
gio Emilia , said Curt Wilson, 
director of Jazz Studies .

The fundraising concert is 
a salute to the big bands from 
the Swing Era  of the 1930s 
and 1940s , Wilson said .

“It’s a $3,200 trip, but 
thanks to fundraising like this 
concert, contributions and the 

School of Music’s budget, the 
students are only having to 
pay $1,250 ,” Wilson said .  

The ensemble will per-
form twice  at the Umbria 
Jazz Festival  in Perugia  on 
July 11 and 12 .

He said the Umbria  is one 
of the most well-known jazz 
festivals in Europe  . 

Most of the musicians at the 
Umbria Jazz Festival  are pro-
fessionals, but there are also 
a few college bands selected 
to play , Wilson said .  

The Jazz Ensemble  audi-
tioned for this festival by 
sending in its “Leap Frog”  
CD, Wilson said . 

“This CD was chosen as 

one of the top-10 college CDs  
in the U.S. by the Internation-
al Association of Jazz Educa-
tors ,” Wilson said .

Wilson said that out of his 
31 years  at TCU, this is his sev-
enth international tour . 

“A lot of schools audition, so 
this is a big deal ,” he said.

The Jazz Ensemble  will 
also play in Reggio Emilia  on 
July 14 , the Valdarno festival  
in Tuscany  on July 15  and at 
Lake Como  on July 17  .

“It will be a great experi-
ence for the students because 
they will get to play in front 
of thousands of people ,” Wil-
son said . “Also, the European 
audience is much more critical 

than the American audience 
because the average Europe-
an is more into jazz than the 
average American .”

The ensemble will also 
travel to Rome , Florence  and 
Milan  to experience the cul-
ture, art and architecture of 
Europe , Wilson said .
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Geology department to introduce new energy institute
By JAMES BROWN
Staff Reporter 

Responding to a globally 
increasing demand for energy, 
TCU is forming a multidisci-
plinary energy institute to pre-
pare students for work in various 
facets of the energy industry.

The institute, which plans to 
offer undergraduate and gradu-
ate coursework in the depart-
ments of geology, engineering, 
environmental science and in the 
Neeley School of Business, will 

focus on the exploration, extrac-
tion and transportation of car-
bon-based energy along with a 
study of new drilling technolo-
gies involved in the processes.

“Everything we do will be 
designed to provide additional 
educational and research oppor-
tunities for students and faculty,” 
said Michael McCracken, dean 
of the College of Science and 
Engineering.  “What this will do 
is open up, for those that have 
an interest, a fairly wide array of 

additional employment oppor-
tunities.”

Though the College of Science 
and Engineering will be most 
heavily involved, McCracken, 
one of the main pioneers of the 
institute, said the program will 
also offer classes for business 
students with an interest in the 
energy industry.

McCracken said courses cen-
tered on the development of 
alternate energy are also vital 
to the institute’s curriculum, but 

due to TCU’s location atop the 
Barnett Shale, the initial thrust 
will emphasize petroleum prod-
ucts such as natural gas.

Where TCU sits “may be the 
most intense concentration of 
gas in the whole U.S.,” McCrack-
en said, illustrating the area’s 
enormous opportunity. “It’s an 
obvious niche.”

Because many other shale 
formations exist worldwide, 
McCracken said, experience with 
the “Barnett play,” as the reser-

voir is known as among industry 
professionals, will give students 
ample opportunity to apply their 
skills after graduation.

McCracken also said interac-
tion with local energy compa-
nies involved in exploration of 
the shale is a major advantage 
resulting from TCU’s proximity 
to the Barnett Shale.

As for internships and employ-
ment opportunities for students, 
McCracken said he anticipates 
fi nancial and consultative sup-

port from various companies 
and individuals, with whom the 
institute will have a symbiotic 
relationship.

“Support this operation,” 
McCracken said in his message 
to energy executives. “Down the 
road there will be a payback.”

The payback, McCracken said, 
will materialize in the form of 
interns and employees along with 
valuable research and technology 
the institute will provide.

See INSTITUTE, page 2

Senate 
to discuss  
election’s
vacancies

Asst. dean 
denies
stereotypes

Chairman: AddRan dean leader with sense of humor

TRAVELING ENSEMBLE 

By Susan Gilmartin
Staff Reporter

The Faculty Senate will try 
to deal with three vacant seats 
from one college at their meet-
ing next week, the Senate chair-
woman said.

Elizabeth Gillaspy , Faculty 
Senate assistant secretary , said 
in an e-mail there are 18 new 
senators for the next term but 
three vacancies in the College of 
Science and Engineering .

Chairwoman Suzy Lockwood  
said the online elections were 
April 16 and 17 . 

Lockwood , an assistant nurs-
ing professor , said the new sena-
tors will be introduced at their 
May 3 meeting and proposals 
to fi ll the vacancies will be dis-
cussed.

There are usually one or two 
vacancies each election, and the 
Senate has no plans to change 
the way it gets people to run, 
Lockwood  said.

“Participation in the Sen-
ate is a faculty decision, and 
if they choose not to run, they 
choose not to run,” Lockwood 
said. “If they choose to have 
their college unrepresented, 
they make that choice. We are 
not going to do anything to go 
out and try to coerce people 
into running.”

Lockwood  said this election 
is unique because there are 
three vacant spots in the Col-
lege of Science and Engineer-
ing, which is partly due to an 
increase in the available spots 
in the senate.

Earlier this semester, bylaws 
were initiated to create propor-
tional representation for the 
number of faculty in each col-
lege, which means larger colleg-
es, or those with larger faculties, 
will be allotted more spaces on 
the Senate simply because they 
have more people.

Magnus Rittby , associate 
dean for the College of Sci-
ence and Engineering , said 
there were two new faculty 
members hired for the 2006-
2007 academic year, which is 
a normal amount.

Keith Whitworth , Facul-
ty Senate secretary , said the 
number of available spots in 
the Senate for the College 
of Science and Engineering 
increased from eight seats to 
10 seats because of the change 
in bylaws. 

David Bedford , Student Rela-
See FACULTY, page 2

By DIA WALL
Staff Reporter

Projects overfl owing on a clut-
tered desk, photos displayed on 
every surface and a plethora of 
stress relievers make up the offi ce 
of the assistant dean of campus life 
and dean of the class of 2007.

James Parker , 32, was born in 
Oklahoma City and earned a bach-
elor’s degree in organizational com-
munication in 1998 and a master’s 
degree in education in 2002 from 
the University of Oklahoma.

For 24 years, Parker did not 
miss a single Sooner home foot-
ball game, but, for the past six 
years, he has found a new home 
as a Horned Frog.

His job title changes daily. He 
supervises Worth Hills housing, 
works extensively with the Inter-
fraternity and Panhellenic coun-
cils, manages student concerns 
and enforces discipline. The 
main goal for Parker he said is 
to teach students to become bet-
ter people and better leaders.

Susan Adams, associate vice 
chancellor of campus life, describes 
him as committed and caring. 

“He establishes relationships 
with students and families,” 
Adams said. “He sincerely wants 
to help because he wants stu-
dents to be successful.” 

But Parker said he still thinks 
there is work to be done. He wants 
people to reach out and get to know 
him, because he would like more 
positive interactions with students.

“Ninety-fi ve percent of Greek stu-
dents don’t like me, but they have 
never had a conversation with me,” 
Parker said. “Fighting through those 
stereotypes is a daily challenge.”

There are Greek students that do 
reach out to him, though, and their 
perception is drastically different 
than what he may believe.

See PARKER, page 2

By NATHAN BASS
Staff Reporter

When the AddRan depart-
ment of humanities and social 
sciences began its search for a 
new dean last fall, the search 
committee wanted to find 
someone who would exem-
plify the TCU mission and its 
values, said the religion depart-
ment chairman. 

The committee decided that 
person is Andrew Schoolmas-
ter from Eastern Kentucky State 
University .

David Grant, chair of the reli-
gion department , said School-
master received exceptional 
recommendations from every-
body the committee talked to. 

He also said Schoolmaster was 
impressive as a leader and has 
a great sense of humor. 

“I’m looking forward to com-
ing back to Texas,” said School-
master, who said that he’s “39 
years old and holding strong.” 

“After a couple of years (at 
EKSU),” Schoolmaster said, “I 
realized that those roots were 
rooted a little deeper than I 
thought, which prompted me to 
start looking for an opportunity 
to move down here again.”

Chancellor Victor Boschini  
said Schoolmaster has excellent 
communication skills that will 
come in handy while working 
in the AddRan department.

Schoolmaster, who was 

named as the new dean April 
11 , is the AddRan department’s 
second dean since 2000 . Mary 
Volcansek has served as the 
dean since 2000 but will return 
as a political science professor 
in the fall .

Schoolmaster said it wasn’t 
a diffi cult decision to take the 
job. He acknowledged that 
there is always regret hav-
ing to move away, though, 
because of the many friend-
ships established.

“TCU is a fi ne school,” School-
master said. “I always loved 
going to Fort Worth for differ-
ent events when I was at UNT, 
and it is a real fi rst-rate city.”

He also said that while he 

would like to teach again, his 
fi rst year will be a chance to 
get to know the university.

“I think the fi rst year will 
be a lot of getting to know 
the faculty, the students, and 
getting to learn more about 
TCU,” Schoolmaster said. 

Schoolmaster grew up on 
a farm in the small town of 
Fairport, N.Y., located just out-
side of Rochester . 

He earned his undergradu-
ate degree in history and his 
master’s degree and Ph.D. in 
geography at Kent State Uni-
versity . He began teaching at 
the University of Minnesota 
as a research specialist in for-
est resources.

He moved on to North Tex-
as State University a year lat-
er, teaching geography until he 
was named executive assistant 
to the chancellor and president 
in 2000. He was named asso-
ciate dean for administrative 
affairs at UNT in 2002 before 
moving to EKU in 2004, where 
he was a geography professor 
and dean of the arts and sci-
ences department .

“He has a lot of enthusiasm 
and excitement about the posi-
tion,” Donovan said. “He is also 
very talented and has been a 
very effective dean at EKSU.”

Schoolmaster will formally 
assume his duties as the new 
dean July 16 .

COURTESY OF Curt Wilson

(LEFT) Andy Martin, a trombone player from Los Angeles, performs a solo during the Jazz Ensemble’s concert last month. The Jazz Ensemble will be playing in a tour 
of Italy this summer. (TOP RIGHT) Sophomore Suzanne Vinnik and senior Micah Bell sing a duet during the 30th annual TCU Jazz Festival. Fundraising events, such as 
tonight’s concert, have helped students cut down the prices of the trip to Italy from $3,200 to $1,250 per student. (BOTTOM RIGHT) TCU professor Gary Whitman plays 
“Concerto in Swing,” conducted by composer Patrick Williams from Los Angeles. The ensemble will present a fundraising concert tonight in Ed Landreth Auditorium.

FOR YOUR INFO

Jazz Ensemble 
fundraising concert
• 7:30 p.m. today
• Ed Landreth Audito-
rium
• $10 tickets available at 
the door

Ensemble fundraising for European tour

SHERIDAN, Wyo. — Despite protests from some 
residents, Sheridan city animal control said 
Shirley Weidt isn’t violating any laws by keep-
ing a goat in her minivan.  — Associated Press



“I think at first a lot of peo-
ple misunderstand his motives 
and what he’s about,” said 
Rachel Knapp, Panhellenic 
recruitment director. “But, 
when you work with him on 
a personal level, you realize 
that he really does have your 
best interest at heart.”

Parker said graduation is the 
most anticipated event on his 
calendar because he cannot wait 
to see the incredible people he 
met at Frog Camp four years ago 
cross the stage into adulthood. 

“I went to every orientation 
and almost every Frog Camp,” 
Parker said. “I stay in regular 
contact with students. Watching 
them grow and mature from 18 
to 22 or 23 is phenomenal.”

The students are not the 

only people who have changed 
in his time at TCU. Parker said 
five years ago his career was 
his No. 1 priority, and now it 
would barely make his top five. 
He said his goal is to wake up 
tomorrow and enjoy the life he 
has, and not to worry so much 
about tomorrow that he forgets 
to enjoy today.

As for the future, Parker 
would like to develop an 
alumni networking program 
for students, see a more 
diverse campus develop and 
some of the stereotypes and 
separation of socioeconomic 
classes diminish. 

Until then, he fulfills his 
role at TCU living by the Con-
way Twitty song that reminds 
him of what his father taught 
him about work ethic and 
responsibility. 

“That’s my job,” Parker said. 
“That’s my job.”
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Ken Morgan, associate dean 
of the College of Science and 
Engineering, said some compa-
nies are interested in involve-
ment beyond financial support, 
including the possibility of teach-
ing classes.

Industry professionals also 
comprise the institute’s advisory 
board, which will help guide the 
program, modifying the curricu-
lum according to the industry’s 
trends.

Morgan describes the mem-
bers of the board as the “whose 
who of the Barnett Shale,” many 
of whom, such as the founders 
of Four Sevens Resources Co., 
are TCU alumni.

McCracken said Larry 
Brogdon, ex-TCU football player 
and original Four Sevens part-
ner, along with others at Four 
Sevens, have been big support-

ers and have a strong interest in 
the project.

On March 2, the board of 
trustees signed a letter of intent 
to name Four Sevens the uni-
versity’s natural gas operator, 
giving the energy company 
exclusive rights to negotiate a 
lease for TCU’s share of the Bar-
nett Shale.

The development of the 
institute began during the fall, 
McCracken said, when several 
mechanical engineering gradu-
ates now involved in offshore 
drilling told the department 
it would have been helpful to 
know the basics of petroleum 
engineering.  

McCracken said it was the sug-
gestion to add petroleum-orient-
ed engineering classes to the 
college’s curriculum in conjunc-
tion with the frenzy surrounding 
the Barnett Shale that led to the 
formation of the institute.

“Several things came together 
for us,” McCracken said. “It just 

kind of snowballed from there.”
Now students can get a back-

ground in energy engineering, 
especially petroleum, even if 
they plan to take a different 
route.

Matt Koehler, a junior geology 
major, said a petroleum back-
ground will be good for all stu-
dents who are unsure where they 
will end up professionally.

And for students who know 
they want to enter the energy 
industry, Koehler said, “It will 
help get us on the right foot so 
we’re not going into internships 
so blindly.” 

McCracken said the progress 
of the institute is beyond the the-
oretical stage and a director and 
a prominent energy executive, 
should be named within two to 
four weeks. 

If all goes according to plan, 
the director will begin speaking to 
energy companies on behalf of the 
institute this summer, requesting 
feedback and contributions.

Morgan said the first class for 
the fall, in which students will 
use computer software to inter-
pret seismic data, has already 
been approved and will be 
taught by an adjunct specialist.

During the next year, McCrack-
en said he hopes to add one or 
two full-time faculty members 
to start developing the academic 
aspect of the program while the 
director continues work on the 
industry side.

The coursework, he said, will 
reflect the industry’s concern for 
the environment and will be a 
guiding principle of the curric-
ulum.

Morgan hopes that eventually 
the institute will become a hub 
for workshops and symposia 
related to energy engineering, 
a model for similar areas around 
the world.

“Everybody is looking at this,” 
Morgan said. “This area, and 
TCU being here, is on the map 
worldwide.”

INSTITUTE
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tions Committee chair, said 
he has been on the Senate 
for four years and did not 
recall having vacant spots 
on the Senate as a problem 
in the past. Bedford said 
there were four seats up for 

election and four candidates 
in his college, which is the 
AddRan College of Humani-
ties and Social Sciences.

He decided to announce his 
candidacy because he thought 
it was a good way to serve 
the university and learn more 
about the way things are run, 
Bedford said.

“I have found being on 

the Faculty Senate gratify-
ing,” Bedford said. “I have 
gained significant involve-
ment and would encourage 
faculty to run.”

Lockwood said she has 
been on the Senate for six 
years, and her favorite part 
is being able to participate 
and plan for events and 
different issues on campus 

with different colleges on 
campus.

“The networking is just 
invaluable,” Lockwood said. 
“I have gotten to know peo-
ple on Faculty Senate that I 
would never have gotten to 
know otherwise if I had been 
content to stay in my college 
and not go out there and get 
involved.”

FACULTY
From page 1

PARKER
From page 1

NEWS BRIEF
The Student Publications Committee selected Ky Lewis as 

the editor in chief of Image, Andrew Chavez as editor in chief 
of the Skiff and Natalie Haines as advertising manager of the 
Skiff during its April 13 meeting.

Lewis is a graphic design major from Austin. Chavez is a 
news-editorial journalism major from Fort Sumner, N.M., and 
Haines is an advertising/public relations major from Sugar 
Land. Lewis will be the editor in chief for fall 2007 and the 
spring 2008. Chavez and Haines will hold their positions for 
the fall of 2007.



A friend of mine recently 
sent me the “Mystery Science 
Theater 3000” episode dissect-

ing the 1951 
short film 
“Spring Fever” 
that evidently 
was meant 
to teach the 
world the 
importance of 
springs. 

The plot 
goes some-

thing like this: A man doing 
the manly chore of fixing a 
couch gets so fed up with the 
springs that he wishes he nev-
er had to see another spring 
again. Insert the creepy car-
toon “Coily the spring sprite” 
who grants the man his wish 
and then spends the next 
three minutes popping up 
whenever something the man 
owns doesn’t work because 
it has no springs. The man 
learns his lesson, the wish is 
reversed, and he spends the 
next half of the movie telling 
everyone about the impor-
tance of springs.

As hilarious as this, along 
with almost every other 
instructional movie from the 
1950s is, I can’t help but won-
der what the world would be 
like if there were little sprites 
to make everything easier by 
granting wishes or allowing 
us to take our wishes back. 

Wanting things to be easier 
is a part of human nature. It’s 
the reason we invented the 
wheel, the pulley system and 
duct tape. 

There have been recent 
advertising campaigns cen-
tered on “easy buttons,” having 
a product “so easy a cave-
man could do it” or using the 
tagline, “yeah, it’s that easy.” 
These campaigns indicate 
there is still a desire in our 
society to have everything 
easier, so those cheeky sprites 
would have a plethora of 
choices in terms of with whom 
to impart their wisdom.

But then there’s the lot-
tery problem from the movie 
“Bruce Almighty.” In the mov-
ie, everyone in the country 
who prays they will win the 

lottery does, 
meaning the 
lottery win-
nings are split 
hundreds or 
thousands 
of different 
ways, and 
each individ-
ual only gets 

a small amount. 
So, while all these 

people assumed winning the 
lottery would make them 
happy, being one of many 
winners actually makes these 
people unhappy.

If everything were easy for 
everybody, nobody would be 
happy because all their achieve-
ments would be worthless.

Worth, after all, is deter-
mined by comparison. If the 
comparison finds everything 
compared to be equal, then 
nothing compared has worth. 

This is not a statement 
against social equality 
because even if all people 
were socially equal (some-
thing I hope for), their worth 
would be determined by their 
contributions or potential to 
contribute to society.

This is also not to say that we 
should all go back to living in 
a state of nature with no tech-
nology because, even if it were 
possible, the pervasiveness 
throughout history of the wish 
for everything to be easy indi-
cates that human nature would 
soon dictate that we would 
seek to create technology and 
leave that state. 

What I am suggesting is 
that we should appreciate 
the value of achieving things 
the hard way. 

For example, there are 
plenty of online templates 
for fake degrees or online 
“universities” giving people 
easy ways to earn degrees in 
half the time. 

So, for all the graduating 
seniors who worked hard 
and took the time to earn a 
real degree from this excel-
lent university, congratula-
tions and best wishes on all 
your future endeavors.

Talia Sampson is a junior news-
editorial journalism and international 

relations major from Moorpark, Calif. 
Her column appears Thursdays.
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
“Work is not man’s punishment. It is his reward 
and his strength and his pleasure.” 

— George Sand
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ANDREW CHAVEZ               

LINDSEY BEVER            
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Conservative party right in many ways but needs some help 

Don’t let the easy way out ruin 
adventure of achieving more

To my fellow conser-
vatives, I’ve learned and 
thought about a lot of 
political issues in my four 
years here at TCU. And, 

to the liber-
als, I think 
you’ll find 
I’m fairly 
objective. 
Before I 
graduate, 
I’d like to 
leave you 
with my 

thoughts about what we, 
as conservatives, have 
right and what we’re get-
ting wrong.

The first thing we have 
right is our patriotism 
— loving America is nev-
er the wrong thing to do. 

Patriotism is what made 
this country great and will 
keep it going. We also 
support our troops, which 
is the right thing to do. 
And anyone bashing our 
soldiers doesn’t deserve to 
stay an American. 

The second thing we 
have right is our funda-
mental belief that govern-
ment handouts don’t solve 
social ills. Welfare hasn’t 
cured poverty yet, and it 
never will. Conservatives 
believe that free markets 
are the only way to solve 
our problems. However, 
this means we have to 
find alternative ways to 
help the misfortunate — 
so give to charity. Every 
time a conservative pass-

es the chance to give to a 
social cause, we become 
hypocrites and give lib-
erals one more chance to 
claim the government has 
to step in because “no 
one else will.” 

The third thing con-
servatives have right is 
immigration policy. Illegal 
immigration has to stop. 
It depresses American 
wages, is a burden on our 
social services and increas-
es crime. Northern Mexi-
co sits next to the largest 
economy in the world and 
has very little excuse for 
being impoverished. It’s 
time it started cleaning 
up its internal corruption 
problem so its people stop 
running to the border.

But we have a number 
of problems we need to 
address as well. The first 
is primarily religious. The 
hateful fundamentalism 
that has infiltrated con-
servative politics has to 
stop. People such as Pat 
Robertson are destroying 
the conservative move-
ment by using it as a vehi-
cle for their own religious 
bigotry. Many conserva-
tives need to step beyond 
their religious convictions 
and show compassion and 
concern for others — like 
Jesus did. That includes 
gays, Muslims and even 
hippies. 

Second, it is time we 
took our heads out of the 
sand on global warm-

ing. It’s happening, and 
it’s happening because of 
the lifestyle we lead. To 
make matters worse, the 
fossil fuels we use not 
only pollute our air, but 
they fund terrorists and 
rogue regimes across the 
world. It’s time we began 
supporting major green 
energy initiatives or there 
won’t be a world left for 
America to lead. 

Third, we have to spend 
more on education. Under 
President Bush, funding 
for higher education has 
dropped dramatically, and 
the state of public edu-
cation has deteriorated. 
We have to spend more 
on our schools even if it 
means increasing taxes or 

we jeopardize America’s 
future.

Finally, there are a num-
ber of people who have 
gone above and beyond 
in screwing up our coun-
try. Therefore, I would 
like to close with a list of 
people I think we ought 
to deport to Siberia for 
the things they have done 
to embarrass and insult 
America, the conservative 
movement or both — Jane 
Fonda, Pat Robertson, the 
Dixie Chicks, Ann Coulter, 
Sean Penn, Jerry Falwell, 
Rosie O’Donnell, and, of 
course, Michael Moore. 
Goodbye, TCU!

Tyler Fultz is a senior 

history and political science 

major from Indianapolis.
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College education should go beyond 
just teaching students facts, data 

Students go to college for 
a variety of reasons. Many 
students attend universi-
ties to increase their earning 

potential. 
Others go 
to college 
for personal 
fulfillment. 
Some peo-
ple simply 
go to college 
to have fun 
— or even 
earn their 

“Mrs. Degree.” However, 
Ronald B. Standler, a Massa-
chusetts attorney who spe-
cializes in higher education 
law, believes that the pri-
mary purpose of a university 
education should be to teach 
students how to think.

Unfortunately, many stu-
dents go to college and do 
not learn how to think; rath-
er, they learn what to think. 
Instead of presenting stu-
dents with all various sides 
of a topic, many professors 
propagate their own views 
among their students.  

Some professors do this 
by simply not mentioning 
any opposing viewpoints 
and teaching their opinions 
as if it were the only way 
of thinking. They should at 
least present other beliefs 
on controversial issues so 
that students know there are 
alternatives.  

If professors present both 
sides on an issue, howev-
er, many steeply bias their 
lectures in favor of their 
personal beliefs. I experi-
enced the epitome of this 
last semester when a visit-
ing professor lectured on the 

origins of the world. I knew 
from the start that this pro-
fessor held a completely dif-
ferent view than I did, but 
I decided to listen to what 
this person had to say; after 
all, she held a doctorate, and 
I was just a naive college 
freshman. 

Within the first few min-
utes, however, this professor 
had shattered my world-
view and ripped my beliefs 
up one side and down the 
other. When I questioned 
her reasoning as to why 
my view on our world’s ori-
gins was wrong and hers 
was undoubtedly correct, 
this professor refused to 
acknowledge that my view-
point had any credibility 
whatsoever — despite the 
scientific evidence I brought 
up.

I am not the only TCU stu-
dent who has experienced 
the problem of being taught 
what to think rather than 
how to think and thinks it 
should change. Margaret 
Schruba, a freshman nurs-
ing major, concurs that pro-
fessors should not teach 
their views as absolute truth. 
Rather, they should pres-
ent all viewpoints and allow 
students to make their own 
decisions about what to 
believe. Granted, most pro-
fessors teach with some sort 
of bias, but they should at 
least try to minimize it in the 
classroom.

Claudia Camp, a TCU reli-
gion professor, says students 
need to learn to see things 
from many other perspec-
tives so that they can critical-
ly analyze them.  

If professors — people 
whom students respect and 
aspire to emulate — teach 
their personal beliefs as fact 
and dispel all other meth-
ods of reasoning as falsity, 
students will most likely 
not question them. Hence, 
by propagating their per-
sonal views, professors are 
not teaching students how 
to think nor giving them the 
analytical skills they need in 
the “real world.”  

Standler says the ability to 
think critically is a key trait 
for success. However, if pro-
fessors tell students what to 
believe rather than giving 
them all the information and 
allowing them to personally 
examine the evidence, they 
are not giving students this 
crucial skill.

Most jobs don’t require 
individuals to regurgitate 
memorized information. 
Instead, they involve ana-
lyzing data and examining 
information to solve prob-
lems. Students would be 
much more successful in 
the business world if they 
learned how to think in col-
lege rather than just what to 
think.

If professors realized they 
undermine students’ criti-
cal thinking skills by teach-
ing their personal opinions 
as fact, perhaps they would 
change their teaching habits 
and truly educate students on 
how to think, hence giving 
them the abilities they need 
to succeed after their college 
educations.

Christina Durano is a freshman 
broadcast journalism major 

from Albuquerque, N.M.
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New energy institute useful
The Barnett Shale formation has 

become a household name for drill-
ing companies in North Texas look-

ing to open a pocket of natural gas. TCU 
rests atop this subterranean jackpot, and 
a new energy institute is in the making 
for the geology, engineering and business 
schools.

With more global emphases being placed 
on alternative energy research and the 
threat of global warming, an endeavor such 
as this for TCU is a huge step in the right 
direction for preparing students in facing 
these issues.

Not only will this help merge different 
departments on campus work together in 
an interdisciplinary forum, it will substanti-
ate a need for an emerging energy venture.

Research from the energy programs can 
help provide graduates from that program 
with valuable insight into how the fields of 
mining and providing energy work hand in 
hand. With the global demand for energy 
and a growing environmental concern with 

energy consumption, this program could 
highlight the importance of the TCU mis-
sion statement.

If the TCU mission is “to educate individ-
uals to think and act as ethical leaders and 
responsible citizens in the global commu-
nity,” then this communal activity is helping 
bring together some of the best and bright-
est minds from various colleges. 

Sometimes a college needs to look at a 
need in society that must be filled, and the 
energy research institute has done just that. 
With the combination of the Barnett Shale, 
local drilling companies and the growing 
demand for energy awareness, this institute 
could produce graduates who could make a 
difference in a community that is starting to 
understand the need for reliable energy and 
people who understand how to provide it.

When the classes for the institute begin 
in the fall, the first step toward making a 
new intelligent energy campaign will be 
under way at TCU.

Sports editor Marcus Murphree for the editorial board.

BY BRENDAN KIEFER
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A former TCU football player and graduate will 
take on an important administrative role in May.
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Religion professor’s curiosity, 
passion exceed classroom walls

Double 
DUTY

By JILLIAN HUTCHISON 
Staff Reporter

He splits his time between two 
offices. He manages demands 
from two jobs, both at TCU.  

In one, he gets chalk on his 
hands and loves it. In the oth-
er, he pores over applications 
and helps prospective students 
make one of the most impor-
tant decisions of their lives.  

Then, he goes home to 8-
year-old twins.  

Jim Atwood, 59, is both a 
religion instructor and assistant 
to the dean of admissions, as 
well as chairman of the fresh-
man admissions committee, 
something that may seem an 
unlikely combination.

“He is marvelous at being 
able to balance an academic 
post with a demanding admin-
istrative role at TCU,” said Ray 
Brown, dean of admissions.

Atwood first became inter-
ested in religion while complet-
ing his undergraduate work at 
TCU. He planned on being a 
political science major, but, 
after taking a religion course, 
he changed his mind.

“I’d never encountered the 
academic practice of studying 
religion,” Atwood said.

Atwood graduated from 
TCU in 1970 near the top of 
his class, with the highest GPA 
of all the male graduates. From 
there, he went on to receive his 

master’s and doctorate degrees 
from Vanderbilt University in 
Nashville, Tenn.

After moving back to Fort 
Worth, Atwood became an 
adjunct professor of religion 
in 1978. 

“When I got the opportu-
nity to teach,” Atwood said, 
“that was more than I ever 
hoped for.”

Atwood said he became 
exceptionally close to a few pro-
fessors while a student at TCU. 
One of them was Ron Flowers, 
a now retired religion profes-
sor and a man Atwood said has 
been one of the most inspira-
tional people in his life.   

“We became not just profes-

sor and student but friends,” 
Flowers said.  

Flowers said the relation-
ship developed as Atwood fre-
quently dropped by his office 
to ask questions and discuss 
issues from class.

“I found him to have a high 
level of intellectual curiosity,” 
Flowers said.

Flowers said he was delighted 
when Atwood joined the faculty 
and said it was a natural fit.

“I have always thought of him 
as being a peer and an equal, a 
valued colleague,” Flowers said.

Atwood said being a faculty 
member with some of his for-
mer professors was a strange, 
yet surprising experience.

“They were so nice to 
treat me like one of them,” 
Atwood said.

Atwood not only has a good 
relationship with his colleagues 
but also with his students.

Senior English and religion 
major Ryan Motter said he met 
Atwood through church more 
than four years ago and is cur-
rently in his class. Motter said 
Atwood truly cares about his stu-
dents, unlike many professors.

“He deals with incred-
ibly fascinating subject mat-
ter that’s difficult to wrestle,” 

Motter said. “It’s hard to teach 
and keep an open mind, but 
he’s definitely capable of it.”

While he was teaching, 
Atwood said, the admissions 
office had a newly created posi-
tion for someone to handle a 
large donation that had been giv-
en to TCU and designated specif-
ically for students affiliated with 
the Disciples of Christ. Because 
of his strong ties to the Christian 
Church, Atwood was the perfect 
candidate for the job.

“I decided I would try it,” 
Atwood said. “That was 24 
years ago.”

A large portion of Atwood’s 
job in admissions is working 
with parents and students who 
are Disciples of Christ.  

“Remember the Church 
Lady from ‘Saturday Night 
Live’?” Atwood said. “I’m a 
church man.” 

In admissions, Atwood said, he 
enjoys working with the staff, as 
well as the prospective students. 
He said he knows they’re about to 
make an important decision, and 
it is his job to help them.

Atwood is able to look back on 
his own TCU experience as a stu-
dent and compare and contrast it 
to what TCU is like today. Though 
he said TCU has changed a lot, 

some things never change.
“TCU had good people then 

and has good people now,” 
he said.

Atwood has a unique per-
spective on college.

“You go to college to learn 
how to learn,” he said. “As a 
teacher, you’re also a student.”

Atwood also has a life outside 
of TCU. He is married to Kris, his 
wife of 13 years, and they have 
twin boys, Christian and Jeffrey.

“I’m an old man with young 
blessings,” Atwood said.

Atwood said Kris also 
graduated from TCU and 
works in education.

“We’re a frog family,” he said.
Atwood and his wife enjoy 

theater and traveling, especial-
ly London, he said.

While Flowers said he has 
the impression that Atwood is 
a devoted husband and father, 
he said Atwood embodies so 
many other qualities. Flowers 
described him as bright, hum-
ble and a gentleman. Motter 
described Atwood’s sense of 
humor and personable nature. 

“I’ve been really proud,” 
Flowers said. “Proud of what 
he’s done and proud that I’ve 
had some small part in getting 
him to where he is.”

BILLY WESSELS / Photo Editor

Jim Atwood splits his time at TCU between being a religion instructor, assistant to the dean of admissions and as chair of the 
freshman admissions committee. At home, Atwood works with his 8-year-old twins.                               
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Directions
Fill in the grid so 
that every 3x3 box, 
row and column 
contains the digits 
1 through 9 without 
repeating numbers.

Wednesday’s Solutions

GET TIPS AND MORE SOLUTIONS 
AT WWW.SUDOKU.COM

See Friday’s paper 
for answers to 
today’s Sudoku 

puzzle.

See Friday’s paper for answers to today’s crossword.
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Q: Why did the jelly roll?

A: Because he saw the apple turnover.

WORTH A LAUGH — BUT ONLY ONE
1972: President Nixon, despite the ongoing commu-
nist offensive, announces that another 20,000 U.S. 
troops will be withdrawn from Vietnam in May and 
June, reducing authorized troop strength to 49,000.

TODAY IN HISTORYTCU Daily Skiff

The Quigmans  by Buddy Hickerson
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The baseball team will host the San Diego State Aztecs this weekend.
TOMORROW
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STILL KICKING
Practice remains strong 
after soccer season ends

Men’s tennis awaits Falcons 
in Mountain West tourney

By MICHELLE NICOUD
Staff Reporter

Although soccer season 
ended in October, offsea-
son training for the soccer 
team is helping to build for 
next season.

For the last seven weeks, 
the team has worked to gain 
an edge by building a com-
petitive mindset, something 
that it has gotten closer to 
in the final weeks of prac-
tice, head soccer coach Dan 
Abdalla  said.

A team’s on-field persona 
has a lot to do with its suc-
cess, Abdalla  said.

“I think right now, we’re 
finishing at our best, which 
is a great gauge,” Abdalla  
said. “If we could be play-
ing our best in November, 
like we are right now, we’ll 
be in great shape.”

Freshman forward Lizzy 
Karoly  said Abdalla’s  goal 
is ref lected in the momen-
tum of practices.

“Our  pr ac t i ce s  have 
been really intense,” Kar-
oly  said. “We are doing a 
lot of strength and condi-
tioning to make us specifi-
cally stronger and to push 
ourselves to the limit and 
past what we thought we 
were.”

Karoly  was the lead scor-
er during the 2006 season 
when she netted six goals 
and she earned Top Draw-
er Soccer’s third-team All-
Rookie accolades during 
her rookie campaign.

The incoming freshmen 

are offensive aggressors 
who will increase the tem-
po of the games, Abdalla  
said.

Last season’s core of 
freshmen contr ibuted to 
11 of the 19 goals scored 
and five of the nine total 
assists. 

“I think you’ll see kids 
that aren’t shy and that are 
willing to go out there and 
take control and be the 
point guard or quarterback 
of our team,” Abdalla said. 
“They will make those that 
we already have better.”

With 11 recruits coming 
in that can play positions on 
all parts of the field, senior 
midfielder Angie Nickens  
said she foresees an aura 
of competitiveness that was 
not present in years past.

“It’s going to be great for 
the returning players,” Nick-
ens  said. “It will be motiva-
tion to play harder, and it 
will make the team better 
because everyone’s going 
to be playing at a higher 
level.”

The range of weather 
throughout the spring prac-
tices may work to the team’s 
advantage when the season 
starts in August .

“This spr ing has just 
been rain, sleet and snow,” 
Abdalla  said. “That’s good 
because when we get up to 
Provo, Utah, in November, 
we want the kids to be used 
to that.”

Some losses f rom the 
2006 squad include goal-

keeper Katy Buchanan 
and co-captains Breanne 
Ka ldhe im and Kar i s -
sa H i l l .  Even though 
Buchanan will not return 
in 2007, freshman Kelsey 
Vross will be returning 
to  ge t  some m inutes 
in the net. Last season 
Vross notched a shutout 
against the UTSA Road-
runners in her first start 
at home.

SKIFF ARCHIVES

Freshman forward Lizzy Karoly volleys a loose ball during the Frogs’ game against New 
Mexico on Oct. 8. Karoly led the Horned Frogs in goals last season with six.

By ELISA GOMEZ
Staff Reporter

As reigning conference 
champions, the men’s ten-
nis team will be in posi-
tion to defend its crown 
this week out in the Rocky 
Mountains.

The No. 68 Horned Frogs 
will begin match-play in 
the 2007 Mountain West 
Conference Championship 
this afternoon in Colorado 
Springs, Colo.

The team went 5-1 in 
conference play during the 
season, including a regular 
season finale sweep of the 
Air Force Falcons, Univer-
sity of Nevada-Las Vegas 
Rebels and the New Mex-
ico Lobos. 

The Horned Frogs enter 
the championship as the 
No. 2 seed behind the 
Brigham Young University 
Cougars and will face the 
No. 7 seed Falcons in the 
opening round. The two 
teams previously met April 
13 when TCU shut out Air 
Force, 7-0.

Junior Cosmin Cotet , 
who is ranked No. 103 
nationally in the latest 
Fila/ITA poll, will lead the 
Frogs in singles play. 

Seniors Radu Barbu  and 
Chris Biro  have also add-
ed to the Frogs’ success 
in recent weeks. Barbu, 

a recipient MWC Tennis 
Player of the Week, is cur-
rently riding a seven match 
winning streak including a 
comeback win in his last 
match against the Lobos’ 
Graeme Kassautzki . Biro , a 
graduate student, has won 
10 of his last 11 matches 
and is 5-1 in conference 
play as he finishes out his 
final year of NCAA eligi-
bility. 

Sophomore K r ieg ler 
Brink  has won four of his 
last six matches and was 
4-2 in conference play.  

The No. 43 tandem of 
Cotet  and Brink  lead the 
Frogs in doubles play. 
The pair posted a doubles 
record of 4-1 in conference 
play and 14-4 throughout 
the season. 

The Falcons have been 
shut out in MWC play and 
are on an eight match los-
ing streak. The tournament 
bracketing will have the 
winner of the TCU-Air Force 
match face the victor in the 
UNLV-Utah meeting.    

UNLV is the No. 3 seed 
in the tournament and 
Utah is the No. 6 seed. 
The Frogs defeated both 
of these teams in regular 
season matches.

The TCU-Air Force match 
is scheduled to begin at 4 
p.m., CDT.  

TOP SCORERS
Lizzy Karoly
 • Goals: 6
 • Assists: 2

Michelle Nguyen
 • Goals: 3
 • Assists: 3

Chelsea White
 • Goals: 2
 • Assists: 0

Lauren Pope
 • Goals: 4
 • Assists: 1

Caroline Starns
 • Goals: 1
 • Assists: 0

BILLY WESSELS / Photo Editor

(From left) Pitchers Cody Dunbar, Steven Maxwell and Sam Demel play pepper to warm up before the baseball team’s game 
against Texas Tech on Wednesday. Visit dailyskiff.com to see how the Horned Frogs played.


