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New complex to house athletics offices, locker rooms

By VALERIE J. HANNON
Staff Reporter

A new athletics center that
will provide new locker rooms
and offices for some athletic
teams is in the design stages,
the associate director of ath-
letics said.

The Worth Hills Olympic
Building will house offices
for several coaches, including
track, soccer, rifle and golf, as
well as locker rooms for these

teams, said Ross Bailey, asso-
ciate director of athletics. Bai-
ley said the building will also
provide new facilities for the
sports medicine and strength
and conditioning departments,
as well as new storage for
sports equipment.

Building plans have passed
through all the Board of Trust-
ees committees and are now in
the design stages, Bailey said.
Fort Worth-based architectur-

al firm Hahnfeld Hoffer Stan-
ford was picked to design the
building because it had done
good work with other campus
buildings in the past, such as
the The John Justin Athletic
Center, Bailey said.

Chris Hall, director of ath-
letic training and sports med-
icine, said the new building
will allow the department to
consolidate all of its services
for spring sports.

Bailey said he hopes the
building will begin construc-
tion by this fall. He said the ath-
letics department will need to
raise the funding, which is still
being estimated, for the proj-
ect through donations before
construction can begin.

Bailey said fundraising will
be done almost completely by
donations.

Bailey said there is a huge
need on campus for new facili-
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TOP: From left, alumnus
Alex Zobel, junoir theatre
major Josh Heard, junior
e-business major Andrew
Vaz — members of the band
Johnnie Cochran — play at
an Earth Day event Tuesday
on the Sadler Lawn. The
event was sponsored by the
TCU Environmental Club
and featured a raffle and
performance by three local
bands. LEFT: Matthew Patyk,
a senior environmental
science major, serves Natalie
Cooray, a sophomore biology
major, a burger at an Earth
Day event. The event was
held to raise money to save
habitats of macaws in Costa
Rica and Guatemala.

ties, especially for some of the
university’s less-publicized
sports. For example, Bailey
said the rifle coach’s office
is in the rifle range — isolat-
ed from the other teams —
and offices for the soccer and
track coaches are in Daniel-
Meyer Coliseum, far from their
respective fields.

“(The goal is to) increase
the efficiency and provide
locker rooms for those teams

that don’t currently have one,”
Bailey said.

Dan Abdalla, head soc-
cer coach, said he is excited
about the new center because
of the convenience as well as
the camaraderie that will come
from interaction between ath-
letes and coaches of different
sports.

“We’re all just excited about
the possibilities,” Abdalla
said.

Faculty, staff aim
to outdo past giving

By MICHELLE ANDERSON
Staff Reporter

The Faculty and Staff
Annual Campaign aims to
surpass last year’s record
participation from facul-
ty and staff to appeal to
donors, said the Faculty Sen-
ate chair.

The percentage of faculty
and staff giving is important
because it looks good when
donors see that employ-
ees give back, said Stuart
Youngblood, Faculty Sen-
ate chair.

“It shows that the peo-
ple that work here actually
care,” Youngblood said.

Last year, 65 percent of the
faculty and staff participat-
ed, said Janine Kraus, direc-

BY THE NUMBERS

$302,164

Faculty/staff
donations last year

65%
Faculty/staff
participation

1,996

Total faculty/staff

tor of the office of annual
giving.

Each year, faculty and staff
are asked to give a portion
of their paycheck back to

See CAMPAIGN, page 2

After Va. Tech, schools
balance privacy, safety

By STEVENSON SWANSON
Chicago Tribune

NEW YORK — In the year
since a mentally disturbed
student went on a shooting
rampage at Virginia Tech,
federal regulators, educa-
tors and legal experts have
tried to reach a new under-
standing of the complex web
of privacy laws that came
under heavy criticism as one
of the reasons no one acted
in time to prevent the trag-
edy.

New regulations, infor-
mation campaigns and leg-
islation are all part of the
effort to make sure that col-
lege and university officials
realize that in cases of immi-
nent threats, the safety of

students trumps legal bar-
riers that otherwise would
prevent officials from dis-
cussing a student’s mental
state or revealing student
records.

“The bottom line is that
you’d always rather have a
privacy lawsuit than a death
lawsuit,” said Robert Smith,
a Boston lawyer who spe-
cializes in advising colleges
and universities. “That’s my
advice to colleges.”

By the time Seung Hui Cho
opened fire on his fellow
students a year ago Wednes-
day, many on the Virginia
Tech campus — from room-
mates to administrators to
mental health counselors —

See SAFETY, page 2

Student public-relations team finalist in national competition

By KRISTIN BUTLER
Staff Reporter

The public relations team
from TCU is among three
finalists out of 76 teams in one
of the most prestigious public
relations competitions in the
nation, its adviser said.

The TCU PR team, Cowtown
Communications, is present-
ing its Bateman case study

campaign May 2 at the Gen-
eral Motors Headquarters in
Detroit, said Amiso George,
associate professor of jour-
nalism and academic adviser
for the Bateman team.
Bateman is a national case
study competition established
by the Public Relations Soci-
ety of America in 1973, and
is the only contest recognized

by the organization, George
said.

Judges from General Motors
and PRSA will rank the teams
and announce the winner
May 2 in Detroit.

The case study involved
Chevrolet’s Safe Kids Buckle
Up program, where they set
up a free fair for students and
parents of W.C. Stripling Mid-

dle School in Fort Worth.

The purpose was to edu-
cate people about the poten-
tial risks that come from not
wearing seat belts, said Taylor
Pashley, a junior advertising/
public relations major.

Each team will give a
30-minute presentation fol-
lowed by a 15-minute ques-
tion-and-answer session in

Detroit, she said.

The competition gives par-
ticipants an opportunity to
exercise the analytical skill
and mature judgment required
for public relations problem
solving, George said.

The other two teams pre-
senting their cases for the
chance to win are Loyola
University, New Orleans and

California State University at
Long Beach, according to the
Public Relations Student Soci-
ety of America Web site. This
is the second year in a row
TCU has been in the com-
petition after taking about a
15-year hiatus, George said.
Pashley said the other
schools are great universi-
See BATEMAN, page 2
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TODAY: Isolated storms, 87/67
TOMORROW: Mostly cloudy, 86/67
SUNDAY: Scattered storms, 79/60

PECULIAR FACT

OLDSMAR, Fla. — A woman found an 8-foot
long alligator in her kitchen.
— Associated Press
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TCU through the Faculty and Staff
Annual Campaign, which kicked off
this year in conjunction with the
Campaign for TCU, Kraus said.

Youngblood said he has given for
very specific causes in the past. A
few years ago, there was an oppor-
tunity for faculty and staff members
to go to a 40-hour dispute resolution
training course. While his depart-
ment paid for him to go, a friend of
his from another department could
not get the funding.

He decided to make a donation
for this professor to go.

“People’s gifts make things hap-
pen,” Youngblood said. “The annual
fund is so flexible that it can pay for
things the budget didn’t allow for. It
is a great resource to have.”

Last year, the faculty and staff
raised $302,164 from the Faculty
and Staff Annual Campaign, Kraus
said.

While Kraus did not have spe-
cific numbers, she said more staff
members gave last year than facul-
ty members. This year’s campaign
ends May 1.

This year, the faculty and staff
have challenged one another to get
100 percent participation, said Dar-
ron Turner, assistant vice chancellor
of student affairs.

There are 796 faculty members
and 1,200 staff members, said Larry
Kitchens, director of instructional
services.

The purpose of the campaign is to
raise money to supplement the oper-
ating budget in support of schol-
arships, financial aid, the library,
student development, schools and
colleges, research, faculty salaries
and athletics, said Kenneth Janak,
director of budgets and financial
planning.

Employees can specify where they

want their money to go or just give
to the campaign in general. Options
for giving include payroll deduction,
an outright gift or giving online.
Also, faculty and staff can include
TCU in their estate plans, give a
matching gift or encourage other
employees to support the university,
Kraus said.

Faculty and staff can give any
amount.

Others say they are positive that
whatever they give, it is going to a
good cause.

“First, by giving back to the uni-
versity where we work, we demon-
strate in a positive way to others
across the campus, as well as to
friends of TCU, our commitment
and support of this great university,”
Kitchens said. “Second, simply from
an altruistic perspective, I person-
ally feel better because I know my
small gift is going to a worthy cause
and will help TCU become a better
place to provide a quality education
and place to work.”

June Koelker, dean of the Mary
Couts Burnett Library, said she sees
the fruit of her giving in the rare
books the library is able to purchase,
such as the copy of “Salome” by
Oscar Wilde from the 1800s.

“lI give back to the university
because I fully support what the
university does. I want to make my
own contributions to the effort,”
Koelker said.

Former Fort Worth Mayor, Bob
Bolen, senior adviser to the chan-
cellor, said even though time is the
most important thing anyone can
give back to the university, it is nec-
essary to give finances, too.

“I feel it is a real privilege for me
to be here, and I'm willing to put in
the finances and time,” Bolen said.
“I have been provided the tools to
get my job done, such as an assistant
and an office, so it is my obligation
to give back.”

BATEMAN

From page 1

ties to be up against.

“They are consistently ranked.
They are real tough competitors
and we are trying to work hard
to put up a good competition to
win,” Pashley said.

Pashley said with the team’s

SAFETY

From page 1

had already picked up warning
signals from his bizarre behavior
that he was a threat to himself
and others.

But the failure to put all the
pieces together resulted in a
shooting spree in which Cho
killed 32 people before he shot
himself, setting off nationwide
reverberations as campuses
reconsidered security measures
and their treatment of mentally
ill students.

In February, the Virginia Tech
tragedy found a deadly echo at
Northern Illinois University when
a mentally disturbed former stu-
dent killed five people and him-
self. And on Friday, officials at
St. Xavier University on Chicago’s
Southwest Side closed the cam-
pus after threatening graffiti was
found in a bathroom in a fresh-
man coed dormitory.

After investigating Virginia
Tech’s response to the massa-
cre and the events that led up to
it, a state panel concluded there
was “widespread confusion about
what federal and state privacy
laws allow.”

Virginia Tech officials were
hardly alone in not knowing what
the law does and does not allow
in the case of troubled students,

research they found that minori-
ties and Hispanics were least like-
ly to wear their seat belts, and so
they targeted information toward
those audiences.

Meghan Orga, a senior adver-
tising/public relations major, said
the team gave the students a test
before and after the event in a
survey format, asking questions

according to many higher-educa-
tion experts.

“A hands-off approach is often
seen as the safest method of deal-
ing with these students,” Uni-
versity of Virginia law professor
Richard Bonnie said at a recent
Columbia University conference
on campus violence. “Many col-
leges are using the uncertainties
about the law as an excuse to do
nothing.”

The law at the center of the
privacy debate is the Family Edu-
cational Rights and Privacy Act, a
1974 statute known as FERPA. For
minors, the law prohibits schools
from disclosing a student’s edu-
cational records without con-
sent from the student’s parents.
At age 18, that right transfers to
the students, accounting for the
rude awakening many parents
receive when they find out they
are no longer entitled to see their
child’s grades without his or her
permission.

In addition to FERPA, a host of
other federal and state laws, plus
regulations and court rulings,
govern the disclosure of educa-
tional and health records.

But several experts said what
college administrators often don’t
realize is that FERPA and oth-
er privacy laws have provisions
that allow for the disclosure of
a student’s records in case of an

about car safety information. She
said before the event, 42 per-
cent said they would wear their
seat belts. After the session, 65
percent said they would, Orga
said.

“The thing we think will give
us a winning edge is the testing
and research we did for our tar-
geted audience,” she said.

emergency. A flier that the U.S.
Department of Education sent
to colleges and universities last
year said the law “permits school
officials to disclose without stu-
dent consent education records,
including personally identifiable
information from those records,
to protect the health and safety of
students or other individuals.”

That came as no surprise to
Jan Walbert, vice president for
student affairs at Arcadia Uni-
versity in Glenside, Pa. She says
the law has never stopped her
from taking whatever action she
thought necessary to help a trou-
bled student.

“I do think there’s this percep-
tion that elements of FERPA limit
us from doing the right thing,”
said Walbert, a former president
of the National Association of Stu-
dent Personnel Administrators,
which has called for increased
training of faculty members and
others who come in contact with
students to make sure they don’t
let the law stop them from speak-
ing up about a troubled student.
“The issue is that you need to do
everything you can do to make
sure that everyone is on the same
page.”

But even if privacy laws contain
exemptions for emergencies, it is
not always obvious what consti-
tutes an emergency, she said.

Ishmael Beah: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier

A former child soldier in Sierra Leone and author of

TCU
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A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier

Sponsored by the Amon G. Carter Foundation

Thursday, April 24, 2008 - 7:30 p.m.

Brown-Lupton Student Center Ballroom, TCU campus

Followed by book signing.

Free to faculty, staff and students with a valid TCU ID

For more information or to RSVP, contact Karen Anisman at

k.anisman@tcu.edu or 817-257-5004.

www.civlit.tcu.edu

The next time you want to experience
all the sights and sounds of the city,

connect with The T. It’s easy, convenient and lets
you enjoy the hustle and bustle while avoiding the
hassle. Wherever you want to go - from downtown
to your part of town - the best way to get there is
on The T. For more information, visit The-T.com or
ask a TCU T Team member.

<A

The-T.com 817-215-8600
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

"All human beings should try to learn before they
die what they are running from, and to, and why."

4 Opinion

Wednesday, April 23, 2008

B

— Jamed Thurber

cohesive athletics department.

Although they may not sell out stadiums or
bring crowds of tailgaters to campus, these
teams deserve the quality facilities that TCU

offers its other sports.

The Worth Hills Olympic Building, which
is currently in the design stages, is a much-

THE SKIFF VIEW

Less popular sports deserve
same attention, amenities

new building will house players
Aand coaches of some of TCU’s less-
recognized Horned Frog teams.

The track, soccer, rifle and golf programs,
which are often overlooked for more popular
sports like football, baseball and basketball,
will finally have a place to call home.

Putting these teams and coaches together
in one building will increase camaraderie
among the sports and will help build a more

The facility will lessen the cross-campus
commute for coaches, like the ones for soccer
and track, whose offices are currently located
in Daniel-Meyer Coliseum — a lengthy walk
from the coaches’ respective fields.

But beyond its convenience, the facility
should serve as a nod of recognition to teams
that are deserving of praise. The rifle team,
for example, finished third nationally this
year, but the head coach’s office is located in
the rifle range, isolated from other teams.

At a school that has filled up a 46,000-seat
football stadium, smaller teams are often
swept to the side and ignored. But in its
answer to a call for new facilities, the athlet-
ics department is giving space to the teams
that really need it, even if they don’t bring

BY JEREMY ARNOLD AND WHITNEY WALLER

LeT's

Tas sibEwAUL IS
TOO

CoNVENIENT,
REPAE IT...

needed facility on a campus whose athletics
fields and practice areas are widespread.

the big crowds home.

Managing editor Bailey Shiffler for the editorial board.

Jeremy Arnold is a junior religion major from Sugar Land. Whitney Waller

is a junior English and religion magjor from Garland.

Poetry still alive, relevant to youth

People rarely spark up
conversation about the latest
poet to hit the scene, espe-
cially during college years.
COMMENTARY We aren’t
CHRISTINA REISENWEBER running
to hear poetry readings —
we’re running to the bars to
let our hair down and relax.
Who wants to spend spare
time reading symbolic meta-
phors after racking the brain
with economic equations and
scientific facts?

We look down the path
that leads to a future career
and focus our attention on
our majors and minors, both
of which seem much more
important than silly poems.
However, if we stopped for
one second to read 20th- and
21st-century poetry, we would
see these poets actually relate
quite well to the issues young
adults face each day.

If you try to name any cur-
rent poets, even going back
to the early 1900s, and can’t
count them on one hand,
you’re not alone. The major-
ity of our nation forgot about
poetry the second it met its
high school requirements,
leaving Walt Whitman and
Henry David Thoreau behind
it. But poetry isn’t dead.

Newsweek’s Bruce Wexler
writes in a 2003 article “that
poetry is the only art form
where the number of people
creating it is far greater than
the number of people appre-
ciating it.” But Wexler (along
with the majority of our
nation) looks at poetry as
something that’s not preva-
lent in our everyday lives,
writing, “If you’re like me,
untangling symbol and allu-

sion seems as irrelevant now
as it did in high school.”
While Mr. Wexler’s state-
ments may be true for
some, they probably made
poets Allen Ginsberg, Syl-
via Plath and T.S. Elliot roll
over in their graves. Poetry
is meant to evoke an emo-
tional response in its readers,
and 20th century poets did
a remarkable job bringing
those emotions out of us.
Ginsberg was one of the
most prominent poets to
come on the scene dur-
ing the 1950s, and he alone
changed the way poetry was
written. His entire goal in
writing was to engage audi-
ence participation, both
physically and emotionally.
And engage he did. Accord-
ing to the Norton Anthology
of Modern and Contempo-
rary Poetry Vol. 2, “Gins-
berg’s poetry presented
an alternative to tightly-
organized, well-mannered
poetry,” and forced poets to
express themselves during
times of crisis, war and
depression.
Ignoring the
tone of Wex-
ler’s voice,
we see his
article
was not
meant
to be a

poet-bashing rant. In fact,

he gives poets credit by say-
ing, “I really do believe that

poetry is the highest form of
writing.”

Despite his comments
about poetry, Wexler’s article
evoked interesting responses
to his statements.

On About.com, someone
responded to Wexler’s piece
with a story titled “Once
Again, Poetry Is Dead? It
must be true because News-
week said it.” The responder
does not agree with anything
Wexler has to say, and in
fact, he raises the question,
“Who the hell is Bruce Wex-
ler?”

So it looks like the jury is
still out on whether or not
poetry is dead in America.
My advice to you? Pick up
a contemporary book of
poems and check it out for
yourself.

Christina Reisenweber is a graduate
student from Laguna Hills, Ca.

Iraq still danger zone for Kurds

I still remember the rush
of pure joy I felt watching a
crowd pull down the statue
of Saddam Hussein in Bagh-
COMMENTARY  dad on April 9,
Rebaz Mahmood 2003,

I watched over and over
again, and each time my
expectations for the future
grew higher and higher.

I thought everything would
change with the fall of Sadd-
am. As a Kurd, I hoped we
would regain Kirkuk, a city
we once dominated that had
seen a major influx of Arabs
forcibly relocated by Saddam.
I hoped Saddam’s departure
would allow the Kurdish-con-
trolled north to become big-
ger and stronger within Iraq.

I even dreamed we would
eventually have our own
independent Kurdish state.

We all thought Saddam’s
fall would usher in a new,
peaceful and more prosper-
ous country. There would be
no more genocide, wars or
authoritarian parties. People
would be better off economi-
cally. The country would
build a pluralist system in
which human rights, freedom
of the press and free speech
would be protected.

I had thought that Sadd-
am was the source of all the
country’s problems. More
than five years later, I realize
how wrong I was.

Five years after the U.S.
invasion, the fact remains
that, as a Kurd, I still cannot
travel to Baghdad for fear of
being kidnapped or killed.

And while Arabs seeking
to travel north may not face
the same danger, they must
still register with the secu-

rity services before they are
allowed in Iraqi Kurdistan.

I know northern Iraq has
escaped much of the violence
and bloodshed that has deci-
mated the south. And while
it appears the local economy
is booming, the standard of
living for most is lower today
than it was under Saddam.
Many say they

huge mistakes in choosing
the direction in which they
want to take their country.

In the south, Sunnis and
Shiites choose to attack each
other rather than peacefully
coexist and build a united
country.

Even in the north, the two
dominant political parties

have refused to

have nowhere
to live; infla-
tion is at an all-
time high.
Even as bil-

“This is not the world
we thought would
follow the fall of
Saddam.”

unite. That has
left northern Iraq
with two centers
of power with
separate admin-

lions of dol-

lars of aid from

the United States pour into
the region, a local newspa-
per reported that a family
was forced to give away their
10-year-old because they
could not afford to raise her.

This is not the world we
thought would follow Sadd-
am.

I get angry when there’s no
water or electricity. No one
told us we would have to sur-
render such basic services for
democracy and freedom.

And even our highly
prized freedoms appear to be
diminishing on a daily basis.

There was nothing to cel-
ebrate this April 9. Instead
of being hopeful, I see Iran
becoming increasingly influ-
ential in the south, al-Qaeda
in Iraq continuing its attacks
in the center of the country
and Turkey making repeated
incursions into the north.

I cannot hold the United
States solely responsible for
Iraq today. Iragis must take
the lion’s share of the respon-
sibility for the current situa-
tion because they have made

istrative and mili-
tary forces.

Both the Patriotic Union
of Kurdistan and the Kurdis-
tan Democratic Party believe
because they fought the
Baathist regime they each
have the exclusive right to
rule.

Does all this mean that 'm
sorry that Saddam has gone?
Not at all. I am no longer
afraid that I will be forcibly
enlisted in the Iraqi army and
made to fight for a dictator’s
lust for power. I do not worry
that one day my family will
be arrested and vanish, sim-
ply because they are Kurds.

I waited 35 years for Sadd-
am to fall. Now I've waited
an additional five years for
Iraq to become a normal
country.

I, like many here, have
great patience. I will con-
tinue to wait for the freedom
and democracy that the war
promised.

Rebaz Mahmood is a reporter for The

Institute for War and Peace Reporting.

This column was distributed by
McClatchy-Tribune Information Services.

Polygamy cases treated with double standard by authorities

Victoria Prunty knows women
like this, wearing their long pioneer
dresses and talking on TV last week
about how much they
miss the children that
the state of Texas took
from them amid allegations of abuse.

“They’re raised in very cultic
dynamics, with religious program-
ming, isolation, a lot of intimidation,
a lot of male privilege, a lot of secre-
cy,” Prunty says.

She knows, because she once lived
in polygamy, too.

Traffic whooshes by on Prunty’s
busy Sacramento, Calif., street. The
three children who returned to Cali-
fornia from Utah with Prunty last
summer — ages 7, 14 and 18 — are
in school right now. There are four

COMMENTARY
Anita Creamer

more kids, including a 22-year-old
daughter in the military who was
wounded in Iraq last spring.

Prunty, 44, is just home from
working the night shift at a group
home. She’s been taking classes at
American River College. In 1981, she
was treasurer of the El Camino High
School senior class, an athlete and
member of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints, a girl from a bro-
ken home looking for answers.

She thought she found them in her
husband, who convinced her that
their eternal salvation depended on
her welcoming a sister-wife into their
home. In the late ‘80s, they lived with
a polygamist group in a cavern blast-
ed into the sandstone cliffs outside
Moab, Utah, heavily stocked with

food and ammunition.

By 1996, she'd fled polygamy with
her kids.

The first time I interviewed her, in
her role as co-founder of Utah-based
Tapestry Against Polygamy, which
counsels and helps shelter wom-
en escaping polygamy, Prunty was
returning to Sacramento for her 20th
high school reunion.

She resigned her Tapestry Against
Polygamy position when she left
Utah. The group had already accom-
plished so much, she says, including
having successfully lobbied Utah to
raise its marriage age from 14 to 16.

Then came the raids on the com-
pound in Eldorado. A hearing is under
way to decide whether 416 compound
children should remain in state care.

Prunty knows women like their
mothers, and she knows polygamy
isn’t limited to Warren Jeffs’ Funda-
mentalist Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints. Through Tapes-
try, she aided a Muslim woman in
New York as well as Southeast Asian
women in Minnesota — and a young
woman in Sacramento who'd married
into a polygamist clan.

“This is about abuse,” Prunty says.
“There are crimes within crimes,”
ranging from tax evasion and welfare
fraud, to incest, statutory rape and
violations of child labor laws.

“Polygamy is a crime, yet it’s not
prosecuted. In mainstream society,
when a crime is perpetrated in a
household, like a methamphetamine
lab or a prostitution ring, CPS will go

in and remove the children.”

She understands that America
looks with great compassion at the
tearful, soft-spoken women in their
prairie dresses who want their kids
back: Putting them on TV is a great
public relations tactic. But she doesn’t
think that freedom of religion should
include tolerance of child abuse.

“It’s amazing to see the selective
law enforcement,” says Prunty. “If
these were Muslims or an African-
American group, there would prob-
ably be a very proactive approach
toward enforcement.” It’s really an
anomaly to see Texas be so proactive
here.

Anita Creamer is a columnist for the
Sacramento Bee. This column was distributed
by McClatchy-Tribune Information Services.
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On temporary visas, skilled workers are putting down real roots
B ™

By TYRONE BEASON
The Seattle Times

SEATTLE — The American Dream
can sneak up on people.

Take Naresh Bhatt and his wife,
Bansri, who moved to the U.S. from
India 15 years ago under a govern-
ment visa program for highly skilled
and sought-after workers.

Like thousands of Indian immi-
grants with computer skills who’ve
taken advantage of the “H-1B” pro-
gram, they came as temporary work-
ers in the Seattle area’s burgeoning
high-tech sector, where companies
like Microsoft were aggressively
recruiting foreign nationals to fill
positions in their work forces.

The visa allows firms to hire such
foreign workers and keep them here
for up to six years, longer in some
cases.

Naresh was recruited by Paccar,
the commercial-vehicle manufactur-
er, and Bansri took a job at a Belle-
vue, Wash.-based firm that contracted
computer-technology workers to
local companies.

“I never had a dream to come to
the United States,” 39-year-old Naresh
says now, sitting on a floral print
couch in the living room of his home
in a Sammamish Plateau subdivision
glowingly named Provence.

His two chipper daughters bounce
around on the periphery, the way
kids do when parents have strang-
ers in the house.

“Life was good down there —
financially we were very well off,”
chimes in Naresh’s wife, referring to
the upper-middle-class world they
left behind in Mumbai, the teeming
port formerly known as Bombay.
Things changed — and not just for
the Bhatts.

As bitter debate swirls over what
to do about millions of undocument-
ed foreign workers who often live
in the shadows of American society,
it’s easy to forget that we are in the
midst of a whole other, legal, mass
migration.

Driven by hiring in high-tech

fields, hundreds of thousands of
foreign workers, including a huge
influx of young Indians with H-1B
visas such as the Bhatts, are putting
down roots in a country that invited
them to come — sought them out,
even.

In the Seattle area, particularly the
Eastside, the surge of Indian workers
has been breathtaking. Some 45,000
Indians live in the state, an increase
of more than 70 percent over the
population in 2000.

Naresh, who moved to information
technology for Starbucks, and Bansri,
now at the exercise-equipment mak-
er Precor in Woodinville, are typical
of those who come, not out of eco-
nomic necessity but for interesting
work, career advancement or simply
because they can.

“We came as explorers,” Naresh
says of his first years here. “We didn’t
know what to expect.”

What was meant to be a short-
term work experience turned into
an immigration story for the new
century.

The H-1B visa was not designed
to turn temporary foreign workers
into permanent residents, at least
not directly.

The visa is reserved for well-edu-
cated foreign nationals with special-
ty skills like accounting, computer
engineering and medicine, and it’s
intended for U.S. companies that can-
not find citizens of this country to
fill those jobs. The companies recruit
and sponsor the foreign workers,
applying for the H-1B visas on their
behalf.

Congress limits the number of
H-1Bs the government can grant
to 65,000 a year. But this year it
expects to receive twice that number
of requests. India, with its growing
technology sector, supplies anywhere
from a third to more than half of
the workers who are granted visas
each year.

But the program, though popular,
is not without controversy.

Microsoft’s Bill Gates is among

-

e
STEVE RINGMAN / Seattle Times via MCT

As part of a Krishna festival, Vedic Temple members watch dancing in March in Redmond, Wash. The temple is a place that helps parents pass on cultural values
to their Americanized children. Many who worship at the temple have come from India to the United States on visas granted to highly sought workers.

those calling for looser restrictions
on recruiting overseas to fill Ameri-
can technology jobs that companies
say can’t be filled by native citizens.
Just last month, Gates spoke to Con-
gress, calling on the federal govern-
ment to let in more workers. Citing
further declines in the number of
U.S. science and technology students,
he warned that the nation will lose
its global competitiveness if some-
thing isn’t done.

Workers’ groups, on the other
hand, are pushing to protect more
jobs for Americans and keep wages
up. They argue American companies
are using the program to shift jobs
to foreign nationals who can be eas-
ily fired and replaced, and possibly
paid less.

H-1B workers are, in many ways,
at the mercy of their employer-spon-

sors. If they are fired or choose to
quit, they must return to their native
countries. They can’t switch jobs
unless the old and new employers
agree.

Among the benefits of the visa,
however, is that it allows workers
to apply for a green card to gain
permanent residency in the United
States.

In 1995, the Bhatts decided to apply
for green cards. Once they received
them, Naresh and Bansri were able
to apply for U.S. citizenship, which
both were granted in 2000.

But if an H-1B worker leaves a job,
as many foreign contract workers do,
the green-card process must start all
over again if the application is still
pending.

Another incentive for H-1B workers
to seek a longer-term arrangement

is personal. While the visas are tem-
porary, life — family, friends, faith,
sports — has a way of going on.

One second the Bhatts chat hap-
pily about their love of America and
everything it stands for. The next,
they’re emphasizing the importance
of Indian religion and culture.

“You don’t have to leave what you
are to become someone else,” Bansri
says while stirring a pan of masala-
spiced zucchini in the kitchen.

Naresh flips the sentiment around:
“America was like a full cup of milk,
and I added sugar to it. So it’s more
sweet.

“The notion that immigrants are
coming here taking away jobs and
diluting the culture is not true,” he
goes on, now more forcefully. “If any-
thing, they have enriched American
traditions and customs.”

For an unforgettable dining experience, reserve your table
at Del Frisco’s. We are located across from the Convention
Center, the Hilton Hotel and just minutes from Sundance
Square. We offer valet parking and attire is business casual

VA
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“Qreat Steaks for Great People”

(jacket not required).

Reservations not required, but recommended.

So, come on in and enjoy a little of Fort Worth’s best!

812 Main Street
Fort Worth, Texas 76102
(817) 877-3999

the

Do your efforts always

seem to rise above

rest?

Our Arlington Collections Department is Expanding!

We're now hiring:
Credit Solution Specialists - Job # 453985

Responsible forinbound/outbound calls with our delinquent credit card
customers and utilizing listening, communication and negotiation skills to
set up payment arrangements and offer settlements. At least 6-12 months
of previous collections/retention /up-selling experience in a call center
environment is preferred.

Train Full-Time, Work Part-Time!

Training classes in May, June & July

Paid Full-Time Training

= 5 weeks, Mon.-Fri., 10:00am-7:00pm
= 20, 30 & 40-hour work schedules available
» Morning/evening/weekend schedules

Competitive Compensation
» Outstanding Base Income

= Monthly Performance-Driven Incentives
= Up to 15% additional shift differential

Comprehensive Benefits Package
(20+ hr. work schedules may qualify for benefits!)
» Medical /Dental /Vision/Life Insurance

= 401K & Pension Plan

= Generous Paid Time Off

= Business Casual Dress Code
= Tuition Reimbursement

For immediate consideration, please apply online at wamu.com/careers,
referencing Job Number 453985, Source Type as Advertisement and Source

Name as The Shorthorn.

('R WaMu'

Washington Mutual is an Equal Opportunity Employer. We embrace
differences, welcome diversity and value a culture of respect.

Maybe you're ready for WaMu.
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TODAY IN HISTORY

1616: William Shakespeare dies in Stratford-on-
Avon at 52.

@ Wednesday, April 23, 2008

WORTH A LAUGH — BUT ONLY ONE

Q: What did one frog say to the other?

A: Time sure is fun while you're having flies.
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SUDOKU PUZZLE

Sponsored by:

Be the envy of every other advertiser.
Sponsor the Sudoku puzzle
and have all eyes on you.

sudoku

TCcU DAILY SKIFF

Contact SKiff ads:
817.257.7426

ATTORNEYS A GO-GO
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More on TV by Jay Schiller and Greg Cravens
SCHILLER « CRAVENS 3 2 4 1
[
CIC T 2 1
O 4 3 5
\NHOWANTS TO Directions Tuesday's Solutions
EATTHQCRA Fill in the grid so AR NE ORE
~ that every 3x3 box,
OUToF A row and column 98 5327|164
MILLIONARE contains the digits 1 2 47168 119 3 5
‘ ' through 9 without 179|183 4|256
: repeating numbers. 6 32|51 9|487
8 5 4|7 6 213 9 1
4 9 3|12 56|71 8
See Thursday's 7 26l1 9 8l5 4 3
paper for answers
fo today’s 5 18l473l6209
Sudoku puzzle. GET TIPS AND MORE SOLUTIONS
AT WWW.SUDOKU.COM
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Wine$S

o 4825 Overton Ridge Bivd
Fort Worth, TX

(817) 361-9463

4000 Adington Highlands Blvd
Adington, TX

(817) 465-WINE

L

.

Because every day is an occasion.

Come in every Thursday for a comolementary
wine tasting & join our wine dub in Fort Worth
off Hulen Street or our Arlington location:

tyles.

For all your
sports coverage.

Failed, failed, failed.

TODAY'S CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1 PC alternatives

5 __in (intruded)

11 Tight spot

14 Massage target

15 Former San
Francisco
mayor

16 QB Manning

17 Three blue
things

20 Old photo color

21 Harrow rival

22 Son of Seth

23" __the
Explorer"

25 Weds on the fly

27 Romanov ruler

29 Unhip one

31 Jackson Five
dos

34 Philip of "Kung
Fu"

35 Velvety flora

36 Lake near
Syracuse

37 '50s Kenyan
rebels

39 Sowing site

40 "Terminator"
sequel words

41 Micro-
processors:
abbr.

42 Feathery wrap

43 Parasitic
creature

44 Take off

45 Refuses to

46 Borneo
sultanate

48 Graceful fowl

50 On the waves

52 Prefix for wine

54 Scrapbook

57 Three blue
things

60 Mpg part

61 Luxury watch
maker

62 Narrow
opening

63 Snoop

64 Hounds,
sometimes

65 Cry of dismay

DOWN
1 Atlas artwork
2 Farm measure

Sponsored by:

It is so popular, you
can’t go to class
without it.

32 |33

55 |56

57

60

63

By Verna Suit
Silver Spring, MD

3 Three blue
things
4 Graduating
student
5 Night flyer
6 Burn balm
7 Unruly mob
8 Aged
9 Culture: pref.
10 Family pet
11 Three blue
things
12 As well
13 Not hit
18 Black gunk
19 Shortened, as
sails
24 Actress Aimee
26 French door
parts
27 Sri Lankan
language
28 Pillory purpose
30 Tee preceder
32 Classic theater
33 Anwar of Egypt
35 __ Picchu
36 French eggs
38 Gordon of
"Oklahoma"
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50 Nile snakes
51 Dance part

39 Tanning lotion
letters

41 Mint function 53 __and

44 Record player? terminer

45 Polish Peace 55 Old VOA parent
Nobelist 56 Shea nine

47 Cell phone 58 Police call
maker letters

49 Crying sound 59 $ percentages

See Thursday's paper for answers to today’s crossword.

WWW.TCUDAILYSKIFF.COM ¢ WWW.TCUDAILYSKIFF.COM e WWW.TCUDAILYSKIFF.COM

And then...
Box & Ship
m 4455 Camp Bowie Blvd., Ste. 114
Fort Worth, Texas 76107
Pass It On.

THE FOUNDATION FOR A BETTER LIFE
www.forbetterlife.org

v easy packing and shipping
v secretarial and resume service
v document shredding

Make summer moving less of a hassle!

boxandship@sbcglobal.net

On the bricks of Camp Bowie Blvd. and Hulen St.

pving supplies

Phone 817.377.8754
Fax 817.377.8244

RIDGLEA

Free
Move

RIVERCREST
M / 2 BATH WITH SUNROOM OPTIC

*with this ad
gcsilgglt: (fa]oorplans { ]}
3601 Westridge Avenue
Fort Worth, TX 76116

(817) 735 49595 Fax:(817) 735 « 9428

www.ridgleavillageapartmenthomes.com
email: ridgleavillage@riverstoneres
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Get free MCAT
Verbal Edge!

When you enroll with Kaplan in April!

Strengthen your MCAT Verbal skills and build your
test-taking speed—without sacrificing accuracy!

8 online, instructor-led sessions

A $499
Value!

20 hours of additional prep

Extra quizzes, workshops, and practice tests

...all available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
FREE if you enroll by April 30!

Call or visit us online today!

1-800-KAP-TEST | kaptest.com/mcat

*MCAT is a registered trademark of the Association of American Medical Colleges.
1This offer applies only to MCAT Classroom Course, MCAT Online Course, or
MCAT Private Tutoring Programs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. To

be eligible, you must enroll and pay in full between April 1st, 2008, and April

30th, 2008, $Conditions and restrictions apply. For complete guarantee eligibility TEST PREP AND

requirements, visit kaptest.com/hsg. FGR02187 ADMISSIONS

KAPLAN)

[ DALY SKI

350 PER WORD PER DAY
45 PER BOLDWORD PER DAY

Wwww cudailyskiff.com/classifieds T0 PLACE YOUR AD

CLASSTFIEDS

HELP WANTED

FOR RENT

higher test scores guaranteed or your money back:

SPORTS-MINDED IS HIRING 15-20
enthusiastic individuals. Full-Time and
Part-Time $12.00/ HR guaranteed. 1
Block from campus. Top Gun Promotions
817-546-3905

VALET PARKERS NEEDED

Now hiring valet parkers for the Colonial
Golf Tournament. Must be at least
21. Call 817.810.9988 or go to www.
rentafrog.com

TUTOR NEEDED FOR High School
Student. All subjects, internet based
curriculum. We are flexible with hours.
Aprox. 10-15 a week. Call for interview.
817.688.8980

FOR SALE
BRAND NEW -

Queen pillow-top mattress
wrapper $155 817.714.0843

set, in

HOUSES FOR LEASE
1, 2 & 3 bedroom homes available.
Walk to campus. Remodeled. W/D
& security systems included. Pets
welcome. Visit www.frogleasing.com
for details or call 817-501-5051

TCU AREA RENT

HOUSES
3 bed 2 bath houses. Click on “Rent
Properties” at www.tierra-group.com
or call 817.763.0997

Skiff Advertising
817-257-7426
dailyskiff.com
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WOMEN'S TENNIS

Squad receives first round bye

By SHALEY SANDERS
Staff Reporter

The undefeated No. 20TCU
women’s tennis team enters
the 2008 Mountain West Con-
ference Tennis Championship
as the No. 1 seed on its home
courts.

The conference champion-
ships, which start today, are
being held at the Friedman
Tennis Center.

The Horned Frogs (18-4,
8-0) have played near perfect
at home this season, entering
with a 9-1 record on their own
courts.

No. 2 junior Macall Harkins
said she believes there is an
advantage to competing on the

same courts the team practic-
es on.

“It’s nice to have our home
fans come out and watch us
play,” Harkins said.

The women also enter the
tournament as regular-season
MWC champions with a per-
fect 8-0 record.

Often dominating in its
conference matches, the team
swept half the field, going 7-0
in four of the wins.

The University of Nevada,
Las Vegas came closest against
the Horned Frogs, taking three
of the six singles matches but
falling in doubles, losing 4-3.

UNLV enters as the No. 3
seed and the squad that defeat-

SHALEY SANDERS / Staff Reporter

Idunn Hertzberg rallies against Fresno State at the Friedman Tennis Center on March 3.

HOUSES FOR LEASE

Walk to Campus
1, 2, 3 and 4 Bedroom Homes Available
Completely Remodeled - All new!
Washer Dryers Included
Monitored Alarm Systems
Pets Welcome
Leases timed with TCU semesters

For pics, floor plans and other info visit:

www.fro

leasin

.com

817-501-5051

Member: National, Texas & Tarrant Apartment Associations~ TCU Alumni Owned & Operated

ed TCU in the semifinals of
last year’s conference tourna-
ment.

This year, UNLV will play
No. 7 Colorado State Univer-
sity.

The Horned Frogs have
made winning a habit over
the past month, winning 11
straight games dating back to
March 13.

The two lowest seeds, No.
9 Air Force and No. 8 Uni-
versity of Wyoming, will kick
off the four-day tournament
Wednesday. TCU, who has
a first round bye, will play
Wednesday’s winner in its
first match Thursday.

The women’s tennis team
is familiar with both pos-
sible opponents because it
has played them in previous
matches.

TCU is led by its No. 1 dou-
bles pair Harkins and junior
Anna Sydorska.

Harkins and Sydorska have
an overall record of 13-5
and are ranked No. 16 in the
nation.

The Horned Frogs also
have their No. 1 singles play-
er, sophomore Nina Munch-
Soegaard, to rely on.

Nina Munch-Soegaard
stepped in to TCU’s No. 1
spot last year as a freshman,
and said she feels the team is
built well to compete.

“We are solid from the bot-
tom to the top,” Munch-Soe-
gaard said.

She said she has not
thought much about her jump
in national ranking to the No.
61 position.

“I had a good season and
I played well,” said Munch-
Soegaard, who has an overall
14-7 record this season.

The Horned Frogs will not
make any changes to their
practices in order to prepare
for their unknown opponent,
Harkins said.

There are nine women’s
tennis teams participating in
this year’s championship.

FOR YOUR INFO
Wyoming vs.
Air Force

When: 10 a.m. today
Where: Bayard H. Friedman
Tennis Center

Why: The winner of this
opening-round game will
face No. 1-seed TCU in the
next round.

Located behind
the KFC off

W. Berry Street

Need more cash?

Please bring proof of address, photo I.D., and proof
of social security number or immigration card.

Donate plasma and
earn up to $100
on your first two visits.
And you can
feel good about donating,
because plasma helps save lives!

Learn more by contacting:

Talecris Plasma Resources
3124 Townsend Drive
Fort Worth, TX 76110

817-921-1886
www.talecrisplasma.com

Tale Ccris

PLASMA RESOURCES

TPR34-0308

MEN'S TENNIS

Season a SUCCESS, coach SAYS

By BRETT LARSON
Sports Editor

Standing tall with the No.
1 seed in the Mountain West
Conference Championships,
as well as a share of the reg-
ular season conference title
and home-court advantage,
the men’s tennis team will
try to win it all for the first
time since 2006.

The team (18-7, 5-1),
ranked No. 36 in the nation,
is two years removed from
its first conference champi-
onship, where the Horned
Frogs won both the regu-
lar season and tournament
titles in their first year in the
Mountain West.

This year’s championship
tournament will be April 23
to 26 at the Friedman Ten-
nis Center. This is TCU’s first
year hosting the Mountain
West Conference Tennis
Championships. Home-
court advantage should play
some role in the series for
the Horned Frogs, who only
lost once on their own courts
this season.

Freshman Emanu Brighiu
said home courts provide
two distinct advantages for
the team — crowds and
familiarity.

The team finished its con-
ference season with a trip to
Provo, Utah, for three match-
es, losing its only conference
contest to the Utah Utes.

Head coach Dave Borelli
said balls fly differently there
because of the thin air in the
high altitude.

“We’ve played three of
those matches in high atmo-
sphere so it’s nice to be back
where we’re comfortable,”
Borelli said.

The team started 2008
with its longest winning
streak since joining the MWC
by winning its first nine
matches before its eventual
fall to Oklahoma State Uni-
versity, its only home loss of
the season.

Last season, the Horned
Frogs had a tough stretch
against non-conference
opponents, losing eight con-
secutive matches early on,
but righted itself in confer-
ence play, finishing with an
identical 5-1 record, good for
second in the conference.

The team reached the
semifinals of the 2007 tour-
nament where it fell to UNLV,
which went on to win the
tournament championship.

Borelli said no matter what
happens, he sees this season
as a big step forward for the
team, which is overcoming
NCAA penalties from various
violations that took place
before Borelli took over.

“We were ranked 68, we
lost a scholarship and we
couldn’t recruit off cam-
pus,” Borelli said regarding
the team’s restrictions. “Most
of the pressure is behind us

now. We’re in a very good
situation.”

A combo of senior lead-
ership and youthful devel-
opment has helped lead the
team this year.

Senior Cosmin Cotet has
been a force this season, and
he is currently ranked No.
36 nationally and has a 19-6
record this year.

As the No. 1 singles player
for TCU, Cotet faced each
team’s top player in every
match. Against Oklaho-
ma State University, Cotet,
who was then ranked No.
83, defeated then-No. 10
ranked Oleksandr Nedovyes-
ov. Nedovyesov is currently
ranked No. 3 in the nation.

The win boosted Cotet all
the way to No. 21 nation-
ally, his highest ranking of
the season.

Cotet is also part of a
formidable pair with junior
Kriegler Brink, who plays
as the No. 4 or No. 3 sin-
gles player for the Horned
Frogs.

Brink had a near perfect
season, finishing 21-2.

Freshmen Brighiu, Zach
Nichols, Adrian Simon and
Jack Seider all represent the
Horned Frogs’ youth explo-
sion.

Brighiu has earned the
No. 2 singles spot for the
Horned Frogs this season.

Nichols and Seider have

MOVING
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ROBERT BEMBER / Staff Reporter
Junior Kriegler Brink serves againstd Columbia University at TCU on March 18.

paired up as the No. 3 doubles
pair for TCU, and went 13-8
this season.

Borelli said he sees the
team’s youth as an advan-
tage because this is only year
one of four for these talented
freshmen.

He said the team has grown
this year, and sees the con-
ference championships as just
the next step for the team to
continue to get better.

Brink said since the fresh-
men have all played every
Mountain West team, he does
not really think they should
have a problem in the tour-
nament.

“It’s a chance for some
guys to really step up,” Brink
said.

Because of its the No. 1 seed,
the team has a first-round bye,
and will play the winner of
the first-round UNLV-BYU
matchup.

Brighiu said the team can
use the first day to its advan-
tage because it can study other
teams’ strategies.

Borelli said the first day has
little to do with strategy, but
does give players the oppor-
tunity to attend class that day
if they need to.

TCU defeated BYU 6-1, and
UNLYV 5-2. However, The Run-
nin’ Rebels did defeat TCU in
the semifinals last year in Col-
orado Springs, Colo., where
the two teams will meet this
year if UNLV wins its first
round game.

Brink said every MWC team
is good, but he said on paper
the Horned Frogs appear to
have the advantage and should
win.

TRAFFIC TICKETS

Defended in Fort Worth, Arlington,
Richland Hills, Benbrook, Crowley,
Hurst, Euless, Grapevine, and
elsewhere in Tarrant County.

*No promises as to results.

*Any fine and any court costs
are not included in fee for legal
representation.

James R. Mallory
Attorney at Law

3024 Sandage Ave.
Fort Worth, TX 76109-1793
817.924.3236

www.JamesMallory.com




