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PECULIAR FACT
BUDAPEST, Hungary  — A truck carrying 5,000 
rabbits to a slaughterhouse overturned on a 
major Hungarian highway Monday, sending 
authorities on a bunny hunt.  —Associated Press
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WEATHER
TODAY: Partly Cloudy, 72/51
TOMORROW: Partly Cloudy, 79/58

FRIDAY: Sunny, 79/57
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By KATIE GIANGRECO
Staff Reporter

Graduating seniors who have 
been lamenting where they will 
have their pictures taken in their 
caps and gowns next month can now 
breathe a sigh of relief thanks to the 
chancellor and the president of the 
United States.

A life-size picture of Frog Fountain 
will be displayed on matte vinyl dur-
ing the graduation reception in Dee J. 
Kelly Alumni and Visitors Center on 
May 12, said Margaret Kelly, execu-
tive director for community projects, 
marketing and communication. Chan-
cellor Victor Boschini said he came 
up with the idea of the picture after 
a trip to Washington, D.C.

“I noticed on several streets there 
were cutout pictures of President 
Bush that you could have your picture 
taken with,” Boschini said. “So I 

Director proposes 
addition to catalog
By KAILEY DELINGER
Staff Reporter

An explicit condition that 
students must complete TCU 
Core Curriculum  requirements 
to graduate doesn’t exist in the 
catalog, and some faculty sena-
tors  are questioning whether it 
should stay that way. 

At the April 5 Faculty Senate  
meeting, Ed McNertney , a faculty 
senator and the director of the 
TCU Core Curriculum , proposed 
the addition of a requirement 
in the undergraduate catalog to 
address the problem.

McNertney’s  proposal sparked 
a series of questions and con-
cerns from other senators and 
was eventually tabled. The deci-
sion whether to bring the issue 
back for a vote or to drop it will 
be made at a later date. 

Several senators, McNertney  
said, were skeptical of the need 
to add the requirement because 
they thought it was already 
implied in the catalog. Others, he 
said, responded with questions 
regarding how the new condi-
tion would apply to students 
with learning disabilities. 

“Can a student who has, say, a 
documented math disability be 
waived out of a math require-
ment?” McNertney  said. “That’s 
something that schools grapple 
with and generally what happens 
is that it’s not a waiver, it’s a sub-
stitution that will fi ll the require-
ment in a different way.”

McNertney  said he looked 
at some other schools whose 
disability policies enumerated 
courses that could be substitut-
ed for each course.

The problem with that, he 
said, is a potential substitute 
for a given requirement could 
just become part of the core is 
because of the way the TCU Core 
Curriculum  is set up. 

Marsha Ramsey , director of 
the Center for Academic Servic-
es , said the way her department 
handles students with disabil-
ities wouldn’t be dramatically 
affected by the addition.

“If you add the requirement,” 
she said, “all you’re doing is say-
ing up front that the university 
has certain standards and all stu-
dents have to meet those stan-
dards in order to graduate.”

Ramsey  also said TCU  will 
consider a substitution for some 
students but TCU’s goal in most 
disability cases is to fi nd a way 
to accommodate the student so 
that he or she can meet the core 
requirement in question.

After the proposal was made at 
the Faculty Senate meeting, Pro-
vost Nowell Donovan  addressed 
the senators and said the require-
ment shouldn’t be too rigid.

“I think we need to allow our-
selves some fl exibility,” he said, 
“because the thing is there is 
always someone somewhere 
who has not done things right 
and faces that dreadful decision 
that he or she can’t graduate 
because one particular require-
ment hasn’t been satisfi ed.”

Before any individual cases 
are addressed, however, McNert-
ney  said the next step is to talk to 
other people about the catalog’s 
wording and decide whether it 
is clear that the requirement is 
already implied.

Campus participates in 70th anniversary of Guernica
By LESLIE DYER
Staff Reporter

TCU kicked off its participa-
tion in the worldwide Guerni-
ca  project, commemorating the 
70th anniversary  of the tragic 
Spanish Civil War  attack, Mon-
day night . 

Jodi Campbell , a history 
professor , began the week’s 
activities by leading a discus-
sion titled “Ghosts of the Past: 
Memories of the Spanish Civil 
War .”  

On April 26, 1937 , Ger-
man bombs  fell on the inno-
cent farmers and families that 

came to the market at Guerni-
ca , a Basque  town in Northern 
Spain , Campbell said .

At that time, Guernica  sym-
bolized the Basque country’s  
unique and separate identity as 
well as the idea of a represen-
tative government, causing it 
to be a target for Adolf Hitler’s  
trial air force , Campbell said . 

This aerial attack was one 
of the fi rst bombings in his-
tory , Campbell said , so it sent 
shock waves throughout the 
world . 

Guernica  lost one-fourth  of 
its population that day, and the 

streets of the town continued 
to burn for the next three , 
Campbell said .  

One of the most infl uential 
people of the time that brought 
Guernica  onto the world stage 
was Pablo Picasso , Campbell 
said . 

Bonnie Frederick, chair of 
the Spanish department, said 
Picasso contributed a depiction 
of the event.

“‘Guernica ’ by Pablo Picasso  
is one of the most important 
paintings of the 20th century  
  — defi nitely one of the most 
infl uential ,” Frederick  said.

Mark Thistlethwaite , an art 
and art history professor , will 
discuss the significance of 
Picasso’s  painting “Guernica ” 
and the infl uences it has had 
on history  tonight. 

“‘Guernica ’ was Picasso’s  
fi rst political work ,” Thistle-
thwaite  said. “It is an allegor-
ical painting of the horrors of 
war .”

Some know it as the visu-
al image of the killing and 
destruction of the 20th cen-
tury , and it continues to come 
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Rusty Kirby, president of Kirby Sheet Metal in Fort Worth, has been working on renovating Frog 
Fountain. Kirby said the fountain was encased in rust when he received it fi ve months ago.

Virginia Tech shooter identifi ed as 23-year-old English major
McClatchy Newspapers

Authorities have identifi ed 
the Norris Hall shooter as Cho 
Seung-Hui, 23, of South Korea, 
a senior English major who 
lived in Harper Hall on cam-
pus. He had previously lived 
in Centreville, Va. 

Authorities also concluded 
that one of two guns used 
at Norris Hall was also used 
in the initial dorm shooting, 
indicating there was only one 
shooter. There is no indication 

that there was an accomplice. 
ABC News reported he was 
carrying a backpack with a 
receipt for the purchase of a 
9 mm handgun.

In the well-kept, peaceful 
neighborhood of townhomes 
where Cho’s parents live in 
Centreville, Va., their next-
door neighbor, Abdul Shash, 
said he normally only saw 
the young man during sum-
mers, when he was home from 
school. 

“He was very quiet. ... He 
was playing basketball mostly,” 
Shash said. 

Shash knows Cho’s parents 
well, he said. 

“They’re very, quiet, very 
nice people. ... They worked 
very hard for him. It’s very 
sad.”

Another neighbor who lives 
two doors down, Gary Hig-
gins, knows the parents but 
not their son. 

“They’re very nice, always 

friendly. They spoke to us,” 
he said. 

Police were in the neighbor-
hood very early Tuesday, Hig-
gins said, and his fi rst thought 
was that police were there to 
protect the family of one of the 
victims. When Higgins found 
out Cho had been identifi ed as 
the shooter, he was shocked. 

“It’s almost inconceivable,” 
Higgins said. “Maybe it’s a 
product of society.”

None of the students mill-

ing around Harper Hall, the 
dorm where Cho lived, knew 
the gunman. 

Mike Yates, of New Kent, 
Va., said he’s heading home 
to be with his family. 

“I got lucky,” Yates said. “I’m 
shocked. ... I want to stay with 
my parents for a while.” 

Rachel Gaydos, of Stephens 
City, Va., said she didn’t recog-
nize the name of the shooter. 
She had assumed he lived 
in the dorm where the fi rst 

shootings occurred, and she 
was relieved he didn’t open 
fire in the dorm where he 
lived. 

“He could have very easily 
done it here,” she said.

Stephen Scott of Marlton, 
N.J., was hanging out of his 
window Tuesday with friends 
watching media outside the 
dorm. Police came to his room 
Monday night and showed him 

See VA TECH, page 2

See EVAL, page 4

See FOUNTAIN, page 4

See GUERNICA, page 2
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The new Frog Fountain lily pads sit partially completed at Kirby Sheet Metal on Tuesday. The pads need to have steel and a copper covering placed on top of the steel frame.

By LESLIE DYER
Staff Reporter

It is technology versus pen-
cil and paper as course evalu-
ations are making their way 
onto computer screens cam-
puswide.

A group of 200 sections  will 
test online course evaluations 
this semester  to see how suc-
cessful this change will be for 
the campus, said Catherine 
Wehlburg , executive director  
of the Offi ce for Assessment 
and Quality Enhancement .

“The evaluations will be 
sent out to the student’s e-mail 
with a link to the test ,” Wehl-
burg  said, adding that auto-
mated reminders will be sent 
out daily until the evaluations 
are turned in or the deadline 
is reached on the last day of 
classes .

Wehlburg  said this new 

version will include the same 
questions as the evaluations 
given during class time with 
a few improvements .

Rather than writing out addi-
tional comments on the back 
of the page, the text boxes will 
be below each multiple choice 
question , Wehlburg  said.

“We are also hoping that 
this online version will pro-
mote longer text comments ,” 
Wehlburg  said. 

If this pilot test is success-
ful, potentially the faculty will 
be able to include added ques-
tions specifi c for their class 
which would be an even bet-
ter evaluation tool , Wehlburg  
said.

“The pilot is going to test 
whether the techno-savvy gen-
eration is more inclined to

Teacher evaluations 
take leap onto online

Chancellor arranges picture of Frog Fountain for grads
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back as an iconic image 
because it is so powerful, 
Thistlethwaite said.     

In addition to influenc-
ing art and history, Guerni-
ca also was an inspiration 
for the Spanish literature of 
the time. 

Friday, Frederick and oth-
er Spanish professors will 
read works from Spanish 
poets of the generation of 
1927.

Also during the poetry 
reading, Spanish profes-
sor Perry Marchbanks will 
demonstrate Spanish danc-
ing with Fort Worth dance 
instructor Margarita Bruce.

“Spanish tapas will be 
served to sweeten the deal,” 
Frederick said.

The culminating event of 
the Guernica project will be 
a concert Monday evening 

by the School of Music’s 
“Faculty and Friends” Cham-
ber Music Series, Frederick 
said.   

“This concert will include 
the world premiere piece 
‘Guernica Trio’ by compos-
er Octavio Vasquez,” Fred-
erick said. 

The composer will be in 
attendance to talk about his 
piece, Frederick said.  

At the time of the attack, 
the Spanish people could 
not handle the unimagina-
ble suffering, destruction 
and intolerance, Campbell 
said. 

The remembrance of 
Guernica simmered under 
a pact of silence until last 
year, Campbell said.

“Last year, 2006, was 
established as the ‘Year of 
Memory’” Campbell said. 
“Spain is finally actively 
engaging in uncovering the 
past and attempting to heal 
old wounds.”

a photo of what he now 
believes is the shooter and 
asked if recognized him. 
Neither he nor his friends 
did. 

“It’s remarkable. We 
didn’t feel connected to 
(the tragedy) before, but 
now that it’s our own dorm, 
it hits close to home,” Scott 
said. 

The dorm is usually com-
pletely silent, he said. 

“You don’t ever hear a 
noise at night, during the 
day, nothing,” he said. 
“We’re confused, outraged. 
Disbelief. It’s a beautiful 
campus.” 

Harper Hall is a five-floor 
dorm for upperclassmen. Each 
suite typically has three rooms 
and houses six students. The 
dorm is sparsely decorated. 
One of the few decorations in 

sight was a poster touting the 
value of human diversity.

In the aftermath of Mon-
day’s shooting, Virginia Tech 
has seemed almost desolate. 
Some students grabbed their 
pillows Monday night and left 
campus to stay with friends 
and family after the trau-
ma. Others said they didn’t 
want to be anywhere else. 
Beth Mutchler, a freshman 
from Fairfax, Va., had heard 
the gunshots outside Norris 
Hall on Monday morning, 
then spent hours locked in 
her dorm room. As soon as 
she got the all clear signal, 
she crossed the campus to be 
with friends. 

“I didn’t want to be alone 
after what I’d heard and seen,” 
she said. “It’s tough to live 
through.” 

They constantly checked 
Facebook, the social net-
working web site, where they 
searched for news about who 
was safe and who was unac-

counted for. They entered 
their names on groups such 
as “I’m OK at VT.”

With cell phone service 
spotty because of high winds 
and traffic overloads, students 
relied on the Internet to find 
out what was happening. 
Stewart Scales, a freshman 
of Big Stone Gap, Va., was 
locked in his room at West 
Ambler Johnston, where the 
first shooting happened Mon-
day. The building was full of 
police, but information was 
scant except for an e-mail 
instructing students to stay 
put. Scales and his room-
mate monitored a Web site 
with streaming radio traffic 
from emergency officials. All 
at once, the officers ran out of 
the dorm, got in their cruisers 
and sped off, Scales said. The 
suspect was in Norris Hall. 

“It was a really powerful 
moment,” Scales said. “At that 
point, we realized, ‘My God, 
what has happened?’”

VA TECH
From page 1

GUERNICA
From page 1

In memory of those lost in the trag-
edy at Virgina Tech, TCU will hold a 
candlelight vigil tonight on the steps of 
Sadler Hall.

The service, organized by University 
Ministries and the Student Government 
Association, will begin at 9 p.m. with a 
moment of silence to be complemented 
by ringing bells.

The Rev. Angela Kaufman, universi-
ty minister, said the ceremony was put 
together in response to student and fac-
ulty interest in such a service.  

“This is personal for everybody on 
some level,” Kaufman said.

In addition to the moment of silence, 
Kaufman said, the service will likely 
include prayer and song along with a 
reading focused on peace, hope and 
nonviolence. 

Though the particular song or read-
ing has yet to be decided, Kaufman said 
the service will represent the diversity 
of faiths on TCU’s campus.

  

VIRGINIA TECH VIGIL
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
“I arise in the morning torn between a desire to 
improve the world and a desire to enjoy the world. 
This makes it hard to plan the day.”
                                          — E.B. White

JOHN-LAURENT TRONCHE    

MARCUS MURPHREE       AMBER PARCHER                 

ANDREW CHAVEZ               

LINDSEY BEVER            

Editorial Board

Sex education in schools most effective when students have right to choose options
Awkward times ensue in 

middle school when one 
fi rst learns about sex. Many 
schools choose to go about it 
differently than others. While 

most secular 
schools tend 
to teach safe 
sex, some 
private or 
conservative 
schools pre-
fer to preach 
abstinence. 
Both efforts 

keep in mind the safety of 
the youth, but they do not 
educate people fully. 

A more comprehensive sex-
education program should be 

made in order to make sure 
students learn about all the 
options whether they decide 
to become sexually active.

The numbers on the effec-
tiveness of abstinence educa-
tion versus safe sex education 
are pretty shaky. President 
Bush is a strong proponent 
for abstinence education. Con-
gress had Mathematica Policy 
Research Inc.  do a study on 
the sexuality of youth who 
were in abstinence-only pro-
grams. The original study 
showed that students who 
participated in abstinence pro-
grams were just as likely to 
have sex and have the same 
amount of sexual partners as 

those who went to safe-sex-
education programs. It also 
showed that they started hav-
ing sex at the same average 
age as students who were 
taught about safe sex — about 
14.9 years old. Mathematica 
did a later study in 2005, and 
the results showed that the 
average age jumped a bit to 
about 16.5 years and about 
half of the students from both 
abstinence programs and safe 
sex programs reported staying 
abstinent. It makes one won-
der, what is the point of absti-
nence education?

However, in a study done 
by the Institute for Youth 
Development, an abstinence 

program called Best Friends 
yielded great results. The 
girls who participated, called 
the Diamond Girls, a high 
school abstinence program, 
are less likely to use drugs 
and engage in premarital 
sex, the study shows. These 
girls were also twice as like-
ly not to smoke cigarettes or 
drink alcohol. It seems that 
abstinence programs preach 
not only against premarital 
sex, but also against risky 
behaviors that can lead to it. 
 Planned Parenthood speaks 
about continuous abstinence 
as a birth control method, 
which is 100 percent effective 
against pregnancy and has no 

hormonal side effects.
Comprehensive sex educa-

tion would allow for students 
to not only learn about safety 
in sexual encounters, but also 
about the benefi ts of absti-
nence. The Mathematica study 
showed that no matter what 
program is taught, the same 
number of youth from both 
programs choose to have sex 
or choose to remain abstinent. 
An issue as controversial as 
sex education should provide 
as much information as possi-
ble as to not cause confusion. 

Planned Parenthood says, 
“Practicing abstinence does not 
mean that a person is sexless. 
Almost all women and men 

are abstinent at some time in 
their lives. It can be a positive 
way of dealing with sexuality 
as a well thought out choice 
regarding one’s body, mind, 
spirit and sexual health.” 

Students should know 
about their right to choose 
and what options they have 
to stay safe. Whether stu-
dents intend on engaging in 
premarital sex, they should 
be provided with informa-
tion that will allow them to 
have a healthy attitude about 
sex even if they do wait until 
their wedding night.

Hayley Freeman is a freshman 

English major from Fort Worth. Her 

column appears Wednesdays.

Player’s ill-will comments uncalled for
Tenacity, grit, dedication 

and a respect for fellow team-
mates. These are the virtues 
that most people associate 
with professional athletes. 
However, one man is on a 
mission to change all of that. 

Last week, Carolina Pan-
thers backup quarterback 

David Carr  
spit in the 
face of his 
former team 
and raised 
questions 
about his 
work ethic 
after drop-
ping some 

surprisingly caustic quotes 
directed at his time as a 
member of the Houston Tex-
ans.

“Honestly in the last fi ve 
years we haven’t had much 
spark,” Carr said. “If we 
were stuck in the forest, it 
would be hard to light a fi re 
with what we had going 
on. I’ve been on an expan-
sion team and it’s not fun. 
I’ve been on teams that 
aren’t winning and it wasn’t 
exciting. Football is a hard 
enough game when you go 
out there and you’re battling 
everything and you go out 
and lose it makes it hard.” 

Carr added that he was 
now glad to be able to play 
for a team that was “fun 
and exciting.” 

Carr, who signed a two-
year, $6.2 million deal with 
the Panthers on April 6,  
spent fi ve years as a starting 
quarterback for the Texans 
after being the fi rst overall 
pick in the 2002 NFL Draft. 
He was released by the hard 
luck Texans after they trad-
ed for Atlanta Falcons back-
up Matt Schaub , who was 
soon appointed the starter.  

Carr’s remarks serve as 
a troubling insight into the 
thoughts and motivations of 

a pro-athlete. First of all, his 
jabs at the skills of his former 
teammates are completely 
uncalled for. Any team mem-
ber, especially a quarterback, 
is supposed to have faith in 
his teammates and help bring 
out the best in them. Under 
no circumstances should he 
harbor resentment toward his 
fellow players. 

Sure, the Texans didn’t 
surround him with the best 
talent, but the great ones 
fi nd a way to win. After all, 
he was paired with a bunch 
of men good enough to 
play in the NFL. It’s not like 
he had take the seventh 
grade team from Shady 
Acres Middle School to the 
playoffs. Guys like Peyton 
Manning and Tom Brady 
inspire their teammates and 
raise the organization’s lev-
el of play. Carr just wasn’t 
enough of a leader.

Secondly, Carr’s comment 
that playing on the Texans 
was “not fun” serves to fur-
ther damage his reputation 
as a professional athlete. 
Professional football is a 
business, buddy. If you want 
to have fun, play fl ag foot-
ball at the local YMCA and 
go out to Baskin-Robbins 
afterward. As soon as you 
start getting a paycheck to 

throw the pigskin, it’s a job, 
and work is rarely fun.

Carr also said that play-
ing on an expansion team 
“wasn’t exciting.” Oh, real-
ly? Did playing in front of 
80,000 screaming fans not 
get your blood fl owing? Did 
playing against the best com-
petition in the world leave 
you bored? Did kids idoliz-
ing you and asking for your 
autograph make you yawn?     

This raises a question for 
fans of any pro-sports fran-
chise: Is everyone on your 
team giving their all? I have 
a hard time believing that 
David “Crying Game” Carr 
gave 100 percent every week 
when he had no confi dence 
in those around him and 
found his playing situation 
neither fun nor exciting. 

Network television doesn’t 
seek exclusive rights to 
games in order to watch a 
bunch of frowny-faced men 
in pads hate their jobs. Own-
ers don’t dole out millions of 
dollars to have a guy put on 
a half-hearted performance 
when he steps on the fi eld. 
Fans don’t buy season tickets 
to watch uninspired football.

David Hall is a freshman 

news-editorial journalism 

major from Kingwood. His 

column appears Wednesdays.
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Houston Texans quarterback David Carr.
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Campuses must aim for safety
The rising death toll at Virgin-

ia Tech highlighted the need for 
proper emergency planning and 

showed a university community vic-
timized by the poor management of 
a tumultuous situation by university 
administrators and local police.

Amid the chaos and commotion that 
ensued after an early morning shoot-
ing left two dead, officials opted to lock 
down the campus located in Blacksburg, 
Va.

The lockdown, however, began, and 
soon more shots erupted on the 2,600-
acre campus.

By midday Monday, 33 were dead.
Police didn’t secure the campus imme-

diately because they thought the shoot-
ing was a domestic incident. Even in that 
case, though, erring on the side of cau-
tion would have dramatically altered the 
outcome of the situation.

The first two deaths were out of the 
hands of administrators, the following 
31, however, are another case.

The university’s decision to lift the 
lockdown and poor emergency plan-
ning at the university contributed to an 
already devastating event  — the violent 
death of two students — by allowing the 
rampage to continue and take the lives 
of other innocent victims.

With two bomb threats in the past two 
weeks, according to ABC News, it’s truly 
disappointing the university was so ill-
equipped to deal with such a situation.

As institutions that oversee everything 
from housing to dining, in addition to 
education, universities must be held to 
higher standards to provide a safe envi-
ronment because that environment is 
where many people spend every minute 
of their day.

 News editor Andrew Chavez for the editorial board.

Zoos’ baby animal displays 
not worthy of money, support

Spring has arrived and 
with it comes the zoo indus-
try’s most powerful mar-
keting tool: babies. Zoos 
know that nothing brings 
paying customers through 
their gates faster than new-
born animals. But breeding 
programs, often operat-
ing under the guise of spe-
cies preservation, inevitably 
result in a surplus of less-
crowd-pleasing adult ani-
mals. So zoos routinely 
trade, lend, sell, barter and 
warehouse adult animals 
they no longer want. Not a 
single U.S. zoo has a policy 
of providing lifetime care 
for the animals born at its 
facilities, and many zoos 
breed species knowing in 
advance that male offspring 
will be diffi cult to place 
when they mature. 

The public should stay 
away from zoos this spring 
to show these facilities that 
anything less than taking 
responsibility for lifetime 
care of animals is unaccept-
able.

Instead of providing life-
time care, zoos shuffl e their 
surplus animals around 
like checkers on a board 
— even though many spe-
cies, including elephants 
and primates, form deep 
and lasting bonds that are 
critical to the animals’ long-
term health and happi-
ness. Removing them from 
established social groups 
and forcing them to adjust 
repeatedly to new routines, 
different caretakers and 
unfamiliar cagemates is dis-
ruptive and traumatic. 

Just of few of many exam-
ples: In May 2003, an ele-
phant named Ruby was 
transferred from the Los 

Angeles Zoo to the Knox-
ville Zoo and then back 
to Los Angeles. In Decem-
ber 2000, two giraffes from 
the Cape May County Zoo 
ended up in a traveling cir-
cus. A chimpanzee named 
Edith was transferred from 
the St. Louis Zoo in the late 
1960s and has been shuf-
fl ed through fi ve different 
facilities since then. She is 
now imprisoned in a Texas 
roadside zoo, where she sits 
alone, depressed and nearly 
hairless in a barren cage. 

As nearly every North 
American zoo has a surplus 
of animals, some zoos take 
drastic measures. Unwant-
ed animals may be sold to 
dealers — who then sell 
the animals to dilapidated 
roadside zoos or traveling 
circuses. Some animals end 
up at canned hunt facilities, 
where they become targets 
for hunters eager to shoot 
“big game.” The exotic-pet 
trade has become satu-
rated with tigers and other 
big cats because of the zoo 
industry’s reckless disposal 
of dangerous animals. Other 
animals are simply sold for 
slaughter. The chief of veter-
inary services at the Cleve-
land Metroparks Zoo has 
even called on members of 
the zoo community to sup-
port the use of surplus zoo 
animals in medical experi-
mentation. 

Zoos justify their breed-
ing programs as a form of 
conservation but many of 
the species being bred aren’t 
endangered or threatened. 
None of the captive-bred 
species that do face extinc-
tion in the wild — includ-
ing elephants, polar bears, 
gorillas, tigers, chimpanzees 

and pandas — will ever be 
released back into their natu-
ral environments to bolster 
dwindling populations. Nor 
does keeping animals in 
cages have a positive effect 
on species preservation. It 
doesn’t even foster respect 
for animals in the wild. They 
are still hunted, poached, 
encroached upon, culled and 
captured for display. 

In a disingenuous effort 
to showcase their commit-
ment to animals, many zoos 
are engaged in renovation 
projects for their more pop-
ular species. Unfortunate-
ly, vast sums of money are 
being spent on new exhib-
its that do little, if anything, 
to enrich the often-complex 
needs of animals. In 2003, 
Chicago’s Lincoln Park Zoo 
opened its $23 million “Afri-
can Journey,” a cramped and 
poorly designed display fea-
turing elephants and other 
animals. Within two years, 
all three elephants who had 
been relocated to the new 
exhibit died. 

While zoos squander lim-
ited resources, legitimate 
conservation efforts strug-
gle for funding. Scientists 
with the Amboseli Elephant 
Research Project are trying 
to raise just $100,000 to sup-
port the annual budget of a 
project that will make a dif-
ference for the preserve’s 
1,500 African elephants 
— as well as for the Kenyan 
farmers living near Ambose-
li who lose their crops to 
elephants every year. 

These efforts deserve our 
support. The springtime zoo 
baby exhibits don’t. 

Debbie Leahy is director of PETA’s 

Captive Exotic Animals program. 

This essay was distributed by MCT.



CAMPUS / NATIONAL4 TCU Daily Skiff   Wednesday, April 18, 2007

By AAMER MADHANI
Chicago Tribune

BLACKSBURG, Va. — The 
suspected gunman in the Vir-
ginia Tech shooting rampage, 
Cho Seung-Hui, was a troubled 
23-year-old senior from South 
Korea who investigators believe 
left an invective-filled note in 
his dorm room, sources say.

The note included a rambling 
list of grievances, according to 
sources. They said Cho also died 
with the words “Ismail Ax” in 
red ink on the inside of one of 
his arms.

Cho had shown recent signs 
of violent, aberrant behavior, 
according to an investigative 
source, including setting a fire 
in a dorm room and allegedly 
stalking some women.

A note believed to have been 
written by Cho was found in his 
dorm room that railed against “rich 
kids,” “debauchery” and “deceitful 
charlatans” on campus.

The English major from Cen-
treville, Va., a rapidly growing 
suburb of Washington, D.C., 
came to the United States in 
1992, an investigative source 
said. He was a legal permanent 
resident.

His family runs a dry clean-
ing business and he has a sister 
who graduated from Princeton 
University, according to the 
source.

Investigators believe Cho at 
some point had been taking 
medication for depression. They 
are examining Cho’s computer 
for more evidence.

The gunman’s family lived in 
an off-white, two-story town-
house in Centreville.

“He was very quiet, always by 
himself,” neighbor Abdul Shash 
said of the gunman. Shash said 
the gunman spent a lot of his 
free time playing basketball, 
and wouldn’t respond if some-
one greeted him. He described 

the family as quiet.
Marsha l l  Main, 

who lives across the 
street, said the fam-
ily had lived in the 
townhouse for sev-
eral years.

According to court 
records,  Vi rg in ia 
Tech Police issued 
a speeding ticket to 
Cho on April 7 for 
going 44 mph in a 
25 mph zone, and he 
had a court date set 
for May 23.

Cho was found 
among the 31 dead 
found in an engineer-
ing hall. Police said 
the victims laid over 
four classrooms and a 
stairwell.

Police said Cho 
killed 30 people in a 
Virginia Tech engi-
ne e r i ng  bu i ld i ng 
Monday morning and 
then killed himself.

Another two stu-
dents were shot to 
death two hours ear-
lier in a dorm room 
on the opposite side 
of the university’s 
sprawl i ng  2 ,6 0 0 -
acre campus, bring-
ing the day’s death 
toll to 33.

Students at Harp-
er Hall, the campus 
dormitory where Cho 
lived, said they had little inter-
action with him and no insight 
into what might have motivated 
the attack.

Timothy Johnson, a student 
from Annandale, Va., said peo-
ple would say hello to Cho in 
passing, but nobody knew him 
well.

“People are pretty upset,” 
Johnson said. “He’s a mon-
ster; he can’t be normal. I can’t 

believe I said ‘hi’ to him in the 
hall and then he killed all those 
people.”

Officials said the same gun 
was used in the attack in the 
dorm room and the larger-scale 
classroom killings.

“At this time, the evidence 
does not conclusively identi-
fy Cho as the gunman at both 
locations,” said Col. W. Steven 
Flaherty, superintendent of Vir-
ginia State Police.

Sources: Gunman left angry note, 
showed signs of erratic behavior

EVAL
From page 1

FOUNTAIN
From page 1

respond online rather than being 
a part of a captive audience in 
a classroom,” said Susan Sta-
ples, the evaluation committee 
chair.

Students have differing opin-
ions on how successful they 
think the change will be. 

Some, such as Ashley House, 
a sophomore history major, pre-
fer the traditional evaluations 
because they spend class time 
filling out the evaluations rather 
than free time, she said. 

“I think the class time they 
allot for the evaluations is more 
convenient,” House said.

But others, such as Courtney 
Clark, a sophomore nutrition 
major, are looking forward to 
the online version because it will 

be one less thing to do in class, 
she said. 

“I check my e-mail often, so 
I prefer the online one,” Clark 
said. 

Wehlburg said, “Students tend 
to type faster than they write, 
so this may even cut back on 
the time they spend filling it 
out.” 

The pencil and paper ver-
sion brings in a 75 to 80 
percent response rate, and 
the evaluation committee is 
hoping for an equal or larg-
er response from the online 
test, Wehlburg said.

“Absences are one of the 
main problems with the pen-
cil and paper version,” Wehl-
burg said. “But, with the 
online test, absences will no 
longer be an issue.”

Another improvement this 
online version will provide is 

more anonymity, Wehlburg 
said. 

“Handwriting will no longer 
be a factor,” Wehlburg said. “So 
the test will be even more anony-
mous than the pencil and paper 
version.”

The responses from the online 
version will be given to the fac-
ulty the Friday after graduation, 
Wehlburg said. 

“The faculty will be given the 
responses sooner, so changes 
can be made sooner,” Wehl-
burg said. 

“I really hope students take 
advantage of this online evalu-
ation,” Wehlburg said. “Evalu-
ations are so important to the 
faculty and having more expla-
nations in the text boxes will 
be even more helpful.”

The online course evalua-
tions will begin April 18 and 
close May 2, Wehlburg said. 

thought, ‘Why couldn’t we do 
this with Frog Fountain?’”

Kelly said the picture of the 
fountain will be about 9.5-feet 
tall and 17-feet wide and will be 
displayed in the Alumni and Visi-
tors Center Ballroom.

A professional photographer 
will be available to take pictures 
of graduates in front of the dis-
play for free, Boschini said. 
Graduates can take pictures 
with personal cameras as well, 
he said. 

Erica Bensik said she likes the 
idea of having the picture avail-
able at graduation.

“It won’t be the same as the 
real fountain,” said the senior 
English major. “But I’m glad I 
can get a picture in my cap and 
gown in front of the picture, 
even though it will be more of 
a joke.”

Boschini said the picture of 
the fountain will be on display 
in the Student Center for all stu-
dents to enjoy and take their pic-
tures in front of in May. 

Now, Frog Fountain is being 

renovated at Kirby Sheet Metal. 
Rusty Kirby, company president, 
said two of the lily pads have 
been completely redone. 

When the fountain arrived five 
months ago, Kirby said the struc-
ture was solid rust.

He said each lily pad held 
9,000 pounds of water, which 
ran at a rate of 306 gallons per 
minute in the fountain. Kirby cit-
ed chemicals and pollution as the 
main reasons for damage. 

Each lily pad will be covered 
in new steel, which will be sand-
blasted and coated with a protec-
tive powder to prevent rusting, 
Kirby said. Copper coating will 
be put on the fixtures 10 days 
before TCU is ready to have the 
fountain assembled, he said. 

The protective coating should 
last 20 years, Kirby said. 

Boschini said the fountain will 
be back on campus this fall after 
construction is complete on two 
of the new residence halls, set 
to open in August. He said the 
fountain will be more of a “hang-
out spot” with its larger basin 
and surrounding plaza. 

It will take a few months to 
assemble the fountain, Boschini 
said, but it is expected to be run-

ning in October or November.
Frog Fountain was a gift from 

Mr. and Mrs. H.H. Philips Sr. The 
San Antonio couple wanted the 
fountain to be a gathering place 
for students, according to an 
October 1986 Skiff article. Mrs. 
Philips had noticed the spot in 
front of the Student Center dur-
ing a football game and told her 
husband a fountain would “look 
nice there.”

The four lotus petals were 
chosen for the fountain because 
the lotus of the Nile has been the 
symbol of education, according 
to the article. 

Students in the TCU House 
of Representatives had 158 sig-
natures on a petition question-
ing the donation of the fountain, 
according to a December 1968 
Skiff article. Representatives 
wanted to explore alternative 
ways the $67,000 donation could 
be spent. 

Representatives declined to 
forward the petition, Boschini 
said, and Frog Fountain was 
erected in 1969.

“The fountain is a beautiful 
focal point on campus,” Boschini 
said. “Everyone I’ve ever spoken 
to loves Frog Fountain.”
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More politicians are leaning on the Internet to get 
their messages across.
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Coca-Cola, PepsiCo to introduce healthier, fortified beverages 

HUMANS AS HERBIVORES

Cola Revolution
By REBEKAH HOOD
Staff Reporter

The idea of a healthy soda 
may seem like an oxymo-
ron for some, but Coca-Cola 
and PepsiCo are working to 
change this perception.

The two global companies, 
whose original formulas were 
both created in the late 19th 
century, are now introducing 
carbonated drinks promot-
ed as “sparkling beverages.” 
These new beverages are for-
tified with vitamins and min-
erals, according to an article 
in the New York Times on 
March 7.

This month, Coca-Cola is 
introducing Diet Coke Plus, 
and PepsiCo will be offering 
its new beverage, Tava, in Fall 
2007, according to the Times 
article. 

According to the Coca-Cola 
Web site, Diet Coke Plus will 
contain niacin (vitamin B-3), 
vitamins B-6 and B-12, zinc 
and magnesium. Tava con-
tains zero calories and zero 
caffeine and is enhanced with 
vitamins B-6 and E and niacin, 
according to Michelle Naugh-
ton, spokesperson for Pepsi-
Cola North America.

“We have consumers that 
have told us they’re interested 
in beverages that have added 
health and wellness benefits,” 
Naughton said. “At Pepsi, we 
have something for everyone 

including Aquafina water and 
iced teas.”

Tava will be launched 
nationwide in three flavors: 
Tahitian Tamure, which is a 
tropical berry blend; Mediter-
ranean Fiesta, a black cherry 
citrus; and Brazilian Samba, 
a passion fruit lime flavor, 
Naughton said. 

Coca-Cola spokesperson 
Scott Williamson echoed 
Naughton’s concern for the 
consumers’ interest, but 
pointed out that Coca-
Cola also offers a variety 
of beverage options 
including Dasani 
water and Minute 
Maid juice drinks.

“It all starts with 
what the consum-
er wants,” Wil-
liamson said. “We 
talk to people that 
drink our prod-
ucts every day, 
and got a positive 
response from loy-
al drinkers (on Diet 
Coke Plus).” 

Accounting grad-
uate student Carrie 
Gardiner is skeptical 
that the companies’ new 
health-promoting image 
will be effective.

“It’s like saying salads are 
served at a fast-food restaurant,” 
Gardiner said. “It’s still fast food 
and not good for you.”

Gardiner, who drinks two 
to three Cokes a day, acknowl-
edged the health risks that 
are linked to drinking soft 
drinks. 

When you are consuming 
soft drinks for an 
entire day, 
you are 
not 

drinking healthier beverages 
like water, juices or milk, Gar-
diner said. 

“Milk is a good source of 
calcium, and women need two 
to three servings of milk a 

day,” said Dr. Gina 
Hi l l ,  an 

assis-

tant professor of nutritional 
sciences. “Most women don’t 
achieve this.” 

A 12-ounce soda contains 
150 calories, Hill said. In addi-
tion to this calorie intake, 
Hill said soda drinkers also 
increase their risk of devel-
oping osteoporosis and con-
tributing to obesity when they 
drink soft drinks. 

It is the high fructose corn 
syrup located in some soft 

drinks that studies have 
shown to be linked to 

the development of 
obesity, according 
to a 2004 report 
by The American 
Journal of Clini-
cal Nutr it ion.  
The consump-
tion of high 
fructose corn 
syrup (HFCS) 
increased 1,000 
percent  jus t 
between 1970 
and 1990, accord-
ing to the report, 

indicating that peo-
ple are not slowing 

down on their intake 
of soft drinks. 
“If you drank one 12-

ounce can of Coke every 
day for one year and you 

didn’t change any of your dai-
ly habits, you could gain 14.6 
pounds,” said adjunct nutri-
tion professor Judy Sargent.

Williamson said that though 
soft drinks have suffered from 
a lot of misperceptions, Coca-
Cola continues to believe that 
all of its soft drinks can be 
part of a healthy diet.

“Issues like obesity are 
important and complex, but 
there is no one, single factor 
that contributes to it,” William-
son said. “Diet Coke Plus is 
not making any health claims; 
it’s just Diet Coke, which we 
know folks love, with added 
vitamins and minerals.”

Drinking soft drinks can 
also lead to osteoporosis 
because of the phosphorous 
they contain, Sargent said. 
An imbalance is created in 
the body between the body’s 
phosphorous and calcium 
levels, so to compensate, the 
phosphorous pulls the calci-
um out of your bones, Sar-
gent said.

Sophomore nutritional sci-
ences major Brooke Gilley, 
who “drinks Diet Coke like 
it’s going out of style,” said 
she thinks that the addition 
of vitamins and minerals to 
carbonated beverages may 
be beneficial. However, she 
added that the consumption 
of such drinks should still be 
done in moderation.

“Even if it’s enriched, it’s 
always better to have the 
nutrients come from the nat-
ural source,” Gilley said. SXC.HU

Vegetarian diet increasing in popularity, requires planning
By AMBER PARCHER
Features Editor

Vegetarians are more main-
stream than ever, but does the 
rest of society really understand 
what goes into a plant-only life-
style? 

A stroll down the local super-
market aisles these days paints 
an ironic picture. Organic cook-
ie dough, soy milk and veggie 
burgers are nonchalantly placed 
next to the sliced turkey, jumbo-
sized eggs and boneless chick-
en breasts. There seems to be 
no distinction as shoppers float 
around, picking up the pesti-
cide-free asparagus as casually 
as if it were a loaf of bread.

That’s because the foods that 
were previously reserved for 
the smaller, more intimate hip-
py shops have exploded into a 
$2.8 billion industry, according 
to projections by the Vegetarian 
Resource Group. And the VRG’s 
estimated 48.2 million adults 
who say they maintain a meat-
less diet are eating it up.

Gina Hill, an assistant profes-
sor for the department of nutri-
tional sciences, said the trend 
of vegetarianism seems to be 
on the rise.

“There is a definite market 

out there,” Hill said. “If you look 
at what grocery stores or res-
taurants have to offer, there are 
more products available to veg-
etarians, like meat analogs.”

James Johnston, an employee 
at Fort Worth’s only vegan res-
taurant, Spiral Diner, said the 
spread of vegetarianism can be 
attributed to word of mouth.

“It’s simply a matter of math-
ematics,” Johnston said. “More 
people are becoming vegetarian 
and vegan and they’re telling 
more people about it.

“But it’s still an anomaly why 
a vegan restaurant can survive 
in Fort Worth,” Johnston said.

Spiral Diner employee Lind-
sey Alcey said she thinks the 
restaurant has seen a steady 
influx of patrons in the past year 
of its five-year existence because 
“it’s trendy to be healthy and to 
care about the environment.”

WHAT NON-MEAT-EATERS EAT
But what defines a vegetar-

ian? Experts say it could be as 
simple as occasionally forgo-
ing a pepperoni pizza for a 
mushroom one. Vegetarian is 
an umbrella term for anyone 
who does not eat meat, but 
under it exists several levels.

Total vegetarians maintain 
the strictest diet by omitting 
animal foods such as fish, 
eggs, dairy products and 
honey. Vegans are total veg-
etarians who avoid all animal 
products such as leather, wool 
and silk.  

Lacto-vegetarians include 
dairy products in their diet, 
and lacto-ovo-
vegetarians eat 
eggs and dairy 
products. Pesco-
vegetarians add 
on fish, and pol-
lo-vegetarians eat 
poultry as well. 

The last level of 
vegetarianism, the 
flexitarian, suits 
the casual meat-
avoider. Aptly 
named, the flex-
itarian still eats 
meat but makes 
an attempt to follow a veg-
etarian diet. 

HEALTHY PLANT MUNCHING
Now the next question: Is 

being a vegetarian healthy? Hill 
said the vegetarian diet can be 
extremely healthy as long as it’s 
appropriately planned. 

Excluding meat from one’s 
diet eliminates all sorts of nutri-
ents, Hill said, including pro-
tein, iron, vitamins C, B-12 and 
D, riboflavin, omega fatty acids, 
iodine, zinc and calcium. 

“They’re called danger nutri-
ents for vegetarians,” Hill said. 
“But if a diet is well-planned 
and thought out, those aren’t 
problematic.” 

Hill said the daily intake of 
supplements or nutrient-forti-
fied foods will solve a vege-
tarian’s nutrition woes fairly 
easily, but that it’s important 
for a vegetarian to watch when 
and how much minerals they’re 
getting.

“It can’t be a haphazard 

approach because those nutri-
ent needs will most likely not 
be met,” Hill said. 

The average vegetarian needs 
1.8 times the amount of iron of 
a meat eater, Hill said. That’s 
because the iron in vegetables 
is not absorbed as well as the 
iron in animal sources. 

Iron-fortified foods aren’t 
hard to find. Hill 
said cereals are 
usually a good 
place to start, and 
some foods are 
also fortified with 
vitamin C or B-12 
for a double health 
whammy.

The one nutrient 
Hill said vegetari-
ans should watch 
out for is phytic 
acid, a source of 
combined iron 
usually found in 

unrefined grains. A vegetari-
an might think they’re getting 
enough iron through phytic 
acid, but combined irons are 
deceptively not well-absorbed 
by the body, Hill said. 

THE GREEN IN VEGETARIANISM
There are several different 

reasons people choose to be 
a vegetarian, one of the most 
prominent being health rea-
sons. 

The health benefits of a cor-
rect vegetarian lifestyle are vast, 
Hill said. Among them are a 
lower Body Mass Index (a per-
son’s height-to-weight ratio) and 
lower risks for diseases such as 
heart disease, type 2 diabetes 
and certain types of cancer.

But, the risks of nutrient defi-
ciencies with vegetarianism are 
just as real as the advantages. 
Hill said iron deficiency ane-
mia is a looming threat to all 
vegetarians.

“It’s not necessarily some-
thing that happens to you in 

30 years,” Hill said of nutrient 
deficiency diseases. “It’s real 
and it’s now.”

Lack of B-12, which is only 
found in substantial amounts 
in animal products, can actu-
ally increase heart disease, and 
osteoporosis will affect the non-
dairy vegetarians who don’t get 
enough calcium in their diets, 
Hill said.

Environmental concern is 
also a prevalent reason for veg-
etarians.

Environmental vegetarians 
argue that raising livestock 
wastes significant amounts of 
water, land and energy. Accord-
ing to the Whole Earth Veg-
etarian Catalogue, it takes 3 
to 15 times more water to pro-
duce animal protein than plant 
protein.  And the 78 calories 
of fossil fuel it takes to pro-
duce one calorie of beef can 
be compared to the one calorie 
of fossil fuel per one calorie of 
soybeans. 

The reasons for eating green 
continue with animal rights 
activists, who often use veg-
etarianism as a way to protest 
the mistreatment and slaughter 
of animals for food. 

Allison Hough, a junior biol-

ogy and criminal justice major, 
has been a vegetarian for the 
past two years. She said her 
desire to forgo meat stems from 
a distaste for the way meat is 
processed.

“Cutting a cow in half and 
hanging it upside down is dis-
gusting,” Hough said, who also 
stopped drinking milk because 
of the chemicals she said she 
discovered are in it, citing cow 
puss as a major one. 

Hough said she makes up 
for her lack of meat and dairy 
by drinking soy milk, taking 
iron pills, and eating beans and 
flax seeds.

“Honestly, I probably don’t 
get enough protein,” Hough 
said. “It’s hard to remember to 
take my supplements.”

VEGETARIANS: THEY’RE EVERY-
WHERE

With the wealth of informa-
tion of vegetarianism on the 
internet, it’s impossible not 
to find pages of plant-friend-
ly recipes, reviews of vegetar-
ian restaurants and even lists 
of famous vegetarians. Who 
knew Leonardo DiCaprio and 
Bob Marley had something in 
common? 

SXC.HUSXC.HU

“More people 
are becoming 
vegetarian and 

vegan, and 
they’re telling 
more people 

about it.”
James Johnston 

Spiral Diner 

employee
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Group asks for extended 
nightly hours in library
By VALERIE COOPER
Staff Reporter

College students often have errat-
ic sleeping schedules, but a proposed 
change to the library hours would allow 
students to be use this fact to their ben-
efits and be productive even into the wee 
hours of the morning.

INTERCOM , a group of students rep-
resenting most of the recognized orga-
nizations on campus, proposed to the 
Board of Trustees  March 29 that the Mary 
Couts Burnett Library hours be extended, 
either to closing at 3 a.m. or remaining 
open 24 hours. 

INTERCOM includes the Student Gov-
ernment Association, Panhellenic Council 
and Residence Hall Association.

“We’ll continue to pursue this since it is 
a need on campus, but, right now, there’s 
nothing else students can really do,” said 
Thomas Pressly , SGA vice president. “It is 
up to administration and the library.”

The Campus Master Plan includes a new 
wing of the library that will most like-
ly be open 24 hours, said June Koelker , 
dean of the library,  but that will not be 
for several years.

The library is currently open from 7 
a.m. to 1 a.m. on weekdays  and closes 
at 8 p.m. on Friday and Saturday nights  
for a total of 109 hours per week. But, 
for students without personal comput-
ers, having the library always available 
is a must.

“The truth is that, if you don’t have 
a laptop, finding an available computer 
on campus is not guaranteed,” said Gus-
tavo Mendoza,  a sophomore music per-
formance major. “Besides, it’s good to 
have a place you know people will treat 
like a study environment.”

Koelker  said she is pleased the library 
is able to maintain its quality and these 
hours since it is understaffed. The head 
of reference position was just recently 
filled, a new associate dean will start 
in June and the library is still looking 
to hire two librarians before the end of 
the semester.

“I don’t disagree that it’s a good thing 
to have, but I don’t know how plausible 
it is,” Koelker  said.

Koelker  said the library is not config-
ured to be a 24-hour facility.

Since all parts of the library are acces-
sible in several ways, Koelker said, there’s 
no way to block off a section.

Keeping the library open would mean 
keeping the whole library open, which 
Koelker  said poses some difficulties. 
Additional security, desk and housekeep-
ing staff are needed to keep the building 
open constantly.

“I want to make sure students are safe 
and comfortable and that they feel the 
library is a good place to be all night 
long,” Koelker  said.

When the library is open 24 hours dur-
ing finals week, there is a TCU Police 
officer always present in the library 
throughout the night. Also, during that 
time, Froggie-Five-O  runs all night long, 
additional staff is needed to keep the 
Bistro Burnett  open and a trash truck 
continues making extra runs to clean up 
the continuously growing piles of Red 
Bull and snacks.

While Koelker  said that she knows this 
will not be the case all of the time, keep-
ing the library open 24 hours requires 
“much more than just keeping the lights 
on.”

Koelker  said she is also concerned that 
the library will not be utilized enough in 
the early morning hours to warrant the 
extension in hours.

Pressly suggested that there be a trial 
run done in the library for a few weeks 
would in order for the administration to 
see if it is truly necessary.

“It’s not always going to be as busy as it 
is during finals week,” Pressly  said. “But 
there are always tests scattered through-
out the rest of the semester.”

Koelker  also suggested that a sepa-
rate 24-hour facility be used as a test 
sample.

“If we look at the numbers that use 
the other facility and see that it’s not 
large enough, then we can consider open-
ing up the whole library for 24 hours,” 
Koelker  said.

Since there has been no formal pro-
posal made, there is still no time frame 
in which possible changes would be 
expected.

“Hopefully, we’ll see changes by next 
fall,” Pressly  said. “But realistically, it 
could be a lot longer.”

White House offi cials still 
approve gun-support laws
By KENNETH R. BAZINET
New York Daily News

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Bush grieved over the 
shooting rampage Monday at 
Virginia Tech, but the White 
House made clear it’s not 
backing off its support for 
gun owners.

“Schools should be places 
of safety and sanctuary and 
learning. When that sanctuary 
is violated, the impact is felt 
in every American classroom 
and every American commu-
nity,” Bush said. “Today our 
nation grieves with those 
who have lost loved ones at 
Virginia Tech.”

As the news out of Blacks-
burg, Va., broke, the White 
House reaffirmed its sup-
port for gun owners, most 
of whom backed Bush for 
president.

“The president believes 
that there is a right for peo-
ple to bear arms, but that all 
laws must be followed,” said 
spokeswoman Dana Perino.

Bush pledged federal law 

enforcement officials would 
join in the investigation and 
said the victims and their 
families were in his and first 
lady Laura Bush’s thoughts 
and prayers.

But leading gun control 
lawmakers called for tough-
er laws and noted that during 
the Bush administration, two 
key gun laws have expired: a 
ban on assault weapons and 
the ability for police depart-
ments to share intelligence 
about guns used in crimes.

“It’s a horrific thing. ... Why 
do we have to wait for a trage-
dy like this to do something?” 
said Rep. Carolyn McCarthy, 
D-N.Y., whose husband was 
killed and her son seriously 
wounded in the 1993 Long 
Island Rail Road massacre.

The gun control movement 
has declined since the Sept. 
11 attacks, but McCarthy 
said she will again propose 
a series of measures aimed 
at making it easier to trace 
handguns like the 9 mm and 
.22-caliber weapons used in 

the campus shooting spree.
“There will be time to 

debate the steps needed to 
avert such tragedies, but 
today our thoughts and 
prayers go to their families. 
Today, the world weeps for 
the victims at Virginia Tech,” 
added Sen. Edward Kenne-
dy, D-Mass., whose brothers 
John and Robert were killed 
by assassins’ bullets.

Rep. Pete King, R-N.Y., a 
proponent of tough gun laws, 
said the Homeland Security 
Committee will hold hear-
ings next week on school pre-
paredness, but he noted that 
no law can do anything if a 
killer obtains guns legally.

“Sometimes, as tragic as it 
is, you can’t prevent every 
tragedy, just like a person 
could drive an SUV into a 
crowd of people or into a 
parade. On the other hand, 
maybe there’s something we 
can do once we find out how 
he got the weapons,” King 
said.

The National Riff le Asso-
ciat ion of fered 
“deepest condo-
lences to the fam-
ilies of Virginia 
Tech University 
and everyone else 
affected by this 
horrible tragedy,” 
but declined to 
comment further 
“until all the facts 
are known.”

House Speak-
er Nancy Pelosi, 
D-Calif., stopped 
proceedings and 
led a moment of 
silence for the vic-
tims.

(New York Daily News 

correspondent Michael 

McAuliff contributed 

to this report.)

MCT CAMPUS

Aaron Fryer comforts Latoya Eason as she wipes away tears on Tuesday in front of Duke Chapel in 
Durham, N.C., during a vigil for the victims of Monday’s massacre at Virginia Tech. 
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TODAY’S CROSSWORD
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Q: Why did the old house see the doctor?

A: Because it had window pains.

WORTH A LAUGH — BUT ONLY ONE
1775: Patriots Paul Revere and William Dawes 
set out on horseback from Boston to warn Adams 
and Hancock and rouse the Minutemen.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Sponsored by:

SUDOKU PUZZLE

Directions
Fill in the grid so 
that every 3x3 box, 
row and column 
contains the digits 
1 through 9 without 
repeating numbers.

Tuesday’s Solutions

GET TIPS AND MORE SOLUTIONS 
AT WWW.SUDOKU.COM

See Thursday’s 
paper for answers 

to today’s 
Sudoku puzzle.

See Thursday’s paper for answers to today’s crossword.
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The Quigmans  by Buddy Hickerson
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Wednesday, April 18, 2007
Sports The baseball team shows off the Horned Frog 

logo in a variety of ways.
TOMORROW

FLAUNT IT

Equestrian team rides 
ahead to championship
By MARCUS MURPHREE
Sports Editor

In the year of its inception, 
the equestrian team managed 
to garner a berth in the Varsity 
Equestrian National Champi-
onship.

The team will bring only fi ve 
of the 16 riders to the cham-
pionship held in Waco and 
only the Western Horseman-
ship riders will compete. 

During the fi rst round of 
Western competition, the 
Horned Frogs are set to face 
the South Carolina Game-
cocks. The last time TCU faced 
the Gamecocks, the riders 
from South Carolina edged 
out a 645.5-643.5 win. 

Team members representing 
TCU will be sophomores Car-
rie von Uhlit, Chloe Baker and 
juniors Kindel Huffman, Jessi-
ca Bailey and Nicole Barnes. 

Von Uhlit  is the points lead-
er for the Horned Frogs this 
season and has competed in 
all three styles of riding. She 
is undefeated in reigning and 
horsemanship events so far 
this season. In the last con-
test against South Carolina, 
she defeated Allison Bradley  
in horsemanship and Katy Bif-
fl e  in reining. Both events will 
be judged on the fi rst day of 
competition.

The 12-team fi eld includes 
last season’s national cham-
pions, the Oklahoma State 
Cowgirls, who hold the No. 6 
seed in the tournament, while 
the Horned Frogs are resid-
ing in the No. 10 spot. If the 
Frogs defeat the Gamecocks, 
they will face the No. 2 seed 
Georgia Bulldogs on Thurs-
day in a horsemanship-only 
competition.

We are the champions
Women’s tennis tied for 1st in 
MWC to finish regular season 
By BILLY WESSELS
Photo Editor

The women’s tennis team 
will complete the regular 
season Wednesday evening 
against the No. 14 Baylor 
Bears after earning a share 
of the Mountain West Con-
ference title.

After shutting out opponents 
for the third straight match, 
the No. 36 Horned Frogs (16-
8, 7-1) matched No. 27 BYU’s  
in-conference record (18-6, 7-
1) to clinch a tie for fi rst place 
in the Mountain West.

“We are really excited and 
very happy,” said head tennis 
coach Jeff Hammond  about 
winning a share of the regu-
lar-season conference cham-
pionship. “It is a big deal to 
become conference champion, 
whether you share the title or 
not.”

Last season, the Frogs went 
8-0 in conference play to win 
the regular-season-conference 
title outright.

“Last year, we had a full 
team, and this year we only 
have six players” senior Ana 
Cetnik  said. “Emotionally its 
harder, but the girls are play-
ing well.”

Now the Frogs must look 

ahead to the last regular sea-
son match against the Bears 
(17-6, 9-1).

“They are very solid,” Ham-
mond  said. “But we are capa-
ble of winning against them. 
Tomorrow, if we were to win, 
it would be very special to the 
team and really special for me 
because it will be my fi rst vic-
tory against Baylor since being 
at TCU.”

The team lost to the Bears 
5-2 at home Feb. 27.

“I think if we keep things 
light, stay very positive and not 
worry about so many technical 
things, we will have a better 
result,” Hammond  said.

Cetnik , the team’s captain, 
said there is a sense of famil-
iarity playing a team twice in 
one season.

“We kind of know their 
line-up and the players they 
are going to put against us,” 
said Cetnik, who is No. 42 
in the nation in singles play. 
“And you know how they 
play, so before the match, 
you can make some adjust-
ments.”

The Horned Frogs have 
been playing some of their 
best tennis of late, winning 
nine out of the last 10 match-

es and winning 
the last three 
home  mat ch -
es. They are 7-0 
against confer-
ence opponents.

“We are play-
ing as well as we 
have played as a 
unit,” Hammond  

said. “Hopefully, that will 
carry over to tomorrow 
against Baylor.”

This will be the last match 
for the Frogs before the 
Mountain West Conference 
tournament. Hammond  said 
that playing a strong oppo-
nent, such as Baylor, will 
help prepare the team for 
the postseason.

“It is going to really help 

us,” Hammond  said. “We 
know that we can play with 
them and are capable of win-
ning that match. Going out 
and hopefully winning the 
match will give us a lot of 
confi dence going into the 
Mountain West Conference 
tournament.”

The regular-season fi nale 
will be Wednesday night at 
6 p.m. in Waco.

Rank: No. 36
Highest ranked singles: Ana Cetnik, No. 42
Highest ranked doubles: Cetnik/Anna Sydorska, No. 4
Conference record: 7-1
Conference place: Tied with BYU, No. 1
2007 Shutouts: Five matches
Winning Streak: Three matches

ACHIEVEMENTS

SKIFF ARCHIVES

Junior Chelsea Stevens performs during the equestrian team’s event against Fresno 
State on Feb. 4. The equestrian team will be competing in the National Varsity 
Equestrian Championships beginning Wednesday. TCU will only compete in Western 
hosemanship events.

ROBYN SHEPHEARD / Staff Photographer

Team captain senior Ana Cetnik returns a serve against Ole Miss on Feb. 25. 
The Horned Frogs have clinched a share of the regular-season Mountain West 
Conference championship, won nine of their last 10 matches and will end their 
regular season on the road against the Baylor Bears tonight.
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