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Staff reporter

A new scholarship will 
give three rising seniors a 
chance to cut back on costs 
before graduation.

Chancellor Victor Boschini 
and TCU Transitions worked 
together to create the TCU 
Mission Statement Scholar-
ships, which will give $2,000 
each to three rising seniors, 
said Chuck Dunning, dean 
for the class of 2008 and 
director of TCU transitions.

“It benefits students who 
have worked hard to embody 
the TCU culture and we want 
to give a valuable, tangible 
award to let those students 
know how much we appre-
ciate their work,” Dunning 
said.

When the senior transi-
tions team learned it had 
extra money in the budget, 
its immediate thought was 
to create an annual schol-
arship, said Jenny Cureton, 
chairwoman of the senior 
transitions team.

The scholarship is avail-
able to juniors who will grad-
uate in December of 2008 or 
May or August of 2009, have 
a 2.0 GPA or higher and are 
in good standing with the 
university. The individual 
does not have to be eligi-
ble for financial aid, Dun-
ning said.

“You don’t really think 
about having one last chance 
to get financial assistance 
before you graduate,” said 
Cureton, who is also the 

assistant director of Univer-
sity Career Services.

Transitions is a behind-
the-scenes collaborative alli-
ance made up of four teams, 
one for each year of the tra-
ditional college experience, 
Dunning said.
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Each day, students of different rac-
es, genders, ethnicities and socio-
economic backgrounds enter the 
nation’s classrooms. Unfortunately, 
for some, these factors may work 
against them — especially in urban 
areas.

According to TCU’s Center for 
Urban Education, urban schools 
— those schools with low socio-
economic and/or predominantly 
minority students — have the most 
critical shortages of qualified teach-
ers and, therefore, the most open-

ings for college graduates.
The center is designed to help 

meet this need by training future 
teachers to help them succeed in 
urban schools.

“Urban communities are in the 
state of making sure that all chil-
dren are successful,” said Jennifer 
Brooks, director of TCU’s Center for 
Urban Education. “We must work 
and make sure they have teachers 
who are qualified and have experi-
ences to make them successful.”

A study by The Education Trust, 
an advocacy organization based 
in Washington, D.C., found that in 

the nation’s high-poverty schools, 
34 percent of secondary classes in 
core academic subjects are assigned 
to teachers who lack a college minor 
in the subject.

To ensure that TCU students are 
prepared to teach in their subject 
areas, the College of Education 
requires them to take a substantial 
number of courses within those 
areas. 

For example, a middle-school 
math education major is required 
to take 32-33 hours of math classes 
and receive a C or better in these 
courses, according to the TCU cata-

log. A secondary science education 
major is required to take 56-57 hours 
of science classes.

Even with these academic stan-
dards in place, TCU educators say, 
it is also important for students to 
become aware of cultural and other 
differences between them and their 
future students.

teachers wanted
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After the final bell on Friday, students gather around outside of Paul Lawrence Dunbar High School. The TCU Center for Urban Education is working to train education students to work in urban 
schools, such as Dunbar, that face the challenges of serving students with diverse backgrounds. TCU education students begin a practicum their sophomore year to get hands-on experience. 

College trains future educators for life in urban schools

See URBAN, page 4

New scholarship to benefit 
three rising senior students

Theatre 
department 
to produce 
‘Hamlet’

New exhibit displays ‘stolen’ artwork

By Emily Allen
Staff Reporter

“To see or not to see,” that is the ques-
tion Theatre TCU is asking the com-
munity in its presentation of “Hamlet,” 
the last show of the 2008 Main Stage 
season.

The show is the first Shakespearean 
play to be pro-
duced on campus 
in four years and 
will be performed 
in the original 
text, said Andrew 
Milbourn, who is 
playing Hamlet. 
The play would 
normally run more 
than four hours, 
but it has been cut 
down to save time, 
he said. 

The show is 
set in the 1800s, 
allowing for the 
cast members to 
wear costumes from that time period 
rather than the tights and dresses of 
the Elizabethan era.

“The Regency period was very proper 
— think Pride and Prejudice,” said Meg 
Bauman, who plays Ophelia. 

Like most college performers, the 
actors have more work than just learn-
ing lines. Milbourn said he watched oth-
er versions of the show to learn more 

See SCHOLARSHIP, page 2 See GALLERY, page 2

See HAMLET, page 2

Application deadline: 
April 30
Applications should be sent 
to the Mission Statement 
Scholarship Committee, TCU 
Box 297350.
Applications can also be 
hand delivered to Student 
Development Services.

FOR YOUR INFO

How to apply

When: 7:30 p.m 
April 15 to 18; 
2:30 p.m., 7:30 
p.m. April 19 
to 20
Where: Hays 
Theatre
Price: $10 for 
public; $5 for 
students, faculty, 
staff and senior 
citizens

FYI

Times

By Emily Allen
Staff Reporter

Department store surveil-
lance cameras were looking 
straight at her, and yet art-
ist Ann Messner continued to 
put one T-shirt on after the 
other. Unbeknownst to other 
shoppers, Messner was per-
forming for the cameras.

The TCU-owned For t 
Worth Contemporary Arts’ 
new exhibit titled “Lifting” 
is a show revolving around 
artwork that appears to be 
the product of theft. One 
of the pieces in the exhibit, 
Messner’s 1978 short film, is 
about testing social boundar-
ies within a German depart-
ment store amidst a huge sale 
to see others’ reactions.

“I was intentionally put-
ting myself within the are-
na of surveillance,” Messner 
said. “That is what you would 
do in a store if you weren’t 

behaving and acting nor-
mal.”

The second exhibit since 
the gallery’s opening earlier 
this year, “Lifting” opened 
to the public Friday evening. 
The 14 pieces range from a 
small pile of wooden door-
stops to a collection of auto-
mobile hubcaps.

“Lifting” is the brainchild 
of Atopia Projects, a partner-
ship consisting of Fraser Sta-
bles, a Scottish curator, and 
Gavin Morrison, curator of 
University Galleries.

Morrison said the concept 
for the exhibit came after 
an artist friend told her she 
found herself stealing from 
other artists.

The Igor Stravinsky quote 
“Lesser artists borrow; great 
artists steal” is inscribed on 
the wall of the gallery, serv-
ing as a summary of what 
Morrison said the exhibit 

is about.
“It’s really a negotiation 

of where that changes from 
theft and what it really means 
to steal within an art prac-
tice,” Morrison said.

While some of the pieces 
are simple, others required 
planning. One of the more 
intricately planned pieces 
caught the eye of senior 
communications major Ash-
ley Townsend.

Joel Ross’ piece entitled 
“Room 28” is a depiction 
of the artist’s claim to have 
vandalized a motel room in 
one night as shown by two 
photos and a statement. The 
placard accompanying the 
work explains that “it puts 
the viewer in a position of 
speculation.”

“I liked the one in which 
they stole all the mirrors, 
furniture and fixtures in 

In an April 10 story about an 
on-campus electrical accident, 
medical information about the two 
injured employees from Lt. Kent 
Worley, a Fort Worth Fire Department 
spokesman, was attributed incorrectly 
to Tracy Syler-Jones, associate 
vice chancellor for marketing and 
communication.

CORRECTION

inside
Learn more about urban 
education and the university’s 
solutions for problems.
PAGE 4



By VALERIE HANNON
Staff Reporter

The Student Publications 
Committee selected the new 
editor-in-chief and advertis-
ing manager for the Daily 
Skiff for the fall 2008 semes-

ter and edi-
tor-in-chief 
of Image 
magazine 
for  t he 
2008-2009 
school year 
Friday.

B a i l e y 
Shiffler was 
selected to 
be editor-
in-chief of 
the Skiff 
and Kerry 
Crump was 
selected to 
be adver-
tising man-
ager.

“ T hese 
w e r e 
incredibly 
competitive 
positions, 
and both of 
them had 

impressive qualifications,” 
said Ron Pitcock, chair of the 
Student Publications Com-
mittee. “We look forward to 
seeing what they do.”

Shiffler, a junior interna-
tional communication major, 
was selected from among 
three candidates for the 
position of editor-in-chief. 
She previously worked for 

the Skiff as news editor and 
is the current managing edi-
tor.

Shiffler said she wants to 
work as editor-in-chief to 
keep improving DailySkiff.
com and to increase cir-
culation by increasing the 
credibility of the Skiff and 
covering news that inter-
ests students, but she said 
she feels the Skiff needs no 
major changes overall.

“The paper is great as it is; 
we just need to keep improv-
ing the little things,” Shiffler 
said.

Crump, a senior advertis-
ing/public relations major, 
was selected as advertising 
manager. She is currently an 
account executive and was 
the only applicant.

Crump said motivation 
is the biggest need in the 
advertising division.

“This is not an easy job,” 
Crump said. “We need peo-
ple who will be here every 
day and understand that this 
is a real-world operation.”

Crump said changes she 
will make include making 
it mandatory for advertising 
representatives to meet with 
clients three days a week and 
creating a points system to 
motivate representatives.

Robert Bohler, the stu-
dent publications director, 
said character is the most 
important qualification for 
any editor.

“There are going to be a 
lot of people that have the 

technical skills,” Bohler said. 
“The chief characteristic to 
look for — whether it’s in 
an editor-in-chief or a staff 
reporter or a staff editor — is 
good character and the abil-
ity to work together and to 
step in when nobody else is 
there.”

Jordan Haygood, a junior 
news-editorial journalism 
major, was also selected Fri-
day from among two can-
didates as editor-in-chief 
of Image magazine for the 
2008-2009 school year. He 
currently works for the Skiff 
as features editor.

Haygood said he wants 
the Image staff to not be 
afraid to cover more hard-
hitting material, including 
potentially taboo subjects, 
to give students a different 
image of the campus.

“Image didn’t become 
No. 1 student magazine in 
the nation by (the Society of 
Professional Journalists) by 
‘good’ design and ‘decent’ 
stories,” Haygood said. “We 
need to keep up the quality 
of the magazine.”

Haygood said even though 
the magazine only comes out 
twice a semester, he would 
like to get content on the 
Web site monthly. He said 
he will be picking staff 
members with experience 
in design, photography and 
writing.

“The staff will all be mak-
ing decisions together, not 
just me,” Haygood said.
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about performing the title role in 
addition to learning to fence.

“He is such a big character and 
there are so many sides to him,” 
Milbourn said. “There’s a lot of 
research going into it.” 

For two days during Spring 
Break, Catherine Weidner, direc-
tor of the Shakespeare Theatre Co. 
at George Washington University, 
worked with the cast to help them 
understand their lines through dis-
cussion and some research with the 

Oxford English Dictionary.
“The same stuff that took us 

two days to do would’ve taken me 
easily weeks by myself,” said Babs 
Ipaye, who plays King Claudius.  

Having worked with Theatre 
TCU previously during the 2004 
production of Shakespeare’s “As 
You Like It,” Weidner said she 
was invited by theater department 
chair Harry Parker and production 
director T.J. Walsh to work with the 
“Hamlet” cast. 

“To allow another director to 
come in shows a tremendous 
amount of professionalism and 

lack of ego,” Weidner said. “I 
think it says a lot about (Parker 
and Walsh).”

According to the Theatre TCU 
Web site, the most recent depart-
ment production of “Hamlet” was 
nearly 50 years ago, which has 
some cast members excited about 
the changes that each production 
brings.

“This is the same school, same 
age group, same department, and 
yet it’s completely different,” Ipaye 
said. “It’s ‘Hamlet,’ but it’s our show 
that we get to share with whoever 
comes to see it.”

There is a transfer dean with 
a student assistant, but not a 
full collaborative team that 
helps transfer students make 
the adjustment to TCU and 
identify with a specific gradu-
ating class, Dunning said.

Each of these teams looks at 
what is happening in terms of 
students’ experiences through 
focus groups, individual inter-
views and surveys before they 
decide what it can do for the 
students’ holistic development, 
Dunning said.

The senior transition team 
will donate $2,000 to the schol-
arship, an amount that does not 
come solely out of TCU Transi-
tions, but comes through Stu-

dent Development Services, 
which is a department in the 
Division of Student Affairs, 
Dunning said.

“There are many departments 
and offices in the university that 
produce programming for stu-
dents, each with its own bud-
gets, and they may or may not 
be working directly with Tran-
sitions,” Dunning said.

When Transitions does work 
with those other entities, it is 
typically to assist with thinking 
about the development aspects 
of its programs, facilitate col-
laboration with other offices, 
help with marketing or provid-
ing volunteer assistance, Dun-
ning said.

Boschini said the other 
$4,000 will come from anony-
mous donations.

A nine-member selection 
committee will review the 
applications and choose six 
finalists whose applications 
will be reviewed by Boschi-
ni and Provost Nowell Dono-
van, who will both choose the 
three recipients of the schol-
arships.

The six finalists and three 
winners will be recognized at 
a ring ceremony during family 
weekend, Dunning said. The 
three winners will have the 
choice of receiving the money 
in the form of a check, pay-
ment on a student loan or on 
the individual’s TCU bill.

“The finalists and winners of 
these scholarships are going to 
be role models for everything 
we hope to see in the culture 
of TCU,” Dunning said.

the hotel room in one night,” 
Townsend said. “They paid cash 
for the room so they couldn’t 
be tracked down so I find it 
pretty humorous.”

Townsend found the hotel 
piece funny, but the topic of 
theft may cause different opin-
ions of the artwork. Messner’s 
short film implies that she stole 
the multiple T-shirts that she 
put on, but she said that she 
would never reveal whether she 

actually committed a crime.
“It takes away from the ten-

sion of the work, which is that 
you don’t know,” Messner said. 
“It doesn’t actually become 
theft until you walk outside 
the door, and you don’t see 
me do that.”

hamlet
From page 1
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gallery
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“Be honorable yourself if you wish to associate 
with honorable people.”
		                                               — Welsh Proverb

The content of the Opinion page does 
not necessarily represent the views of 
Texas Christian University. The Skiff 
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not reflect the views of the individual 
writers. Signed letters, columns and 
cartoons represent the opinion of the 

writers and do not necessarily reflect the 
opinion of the editorial board.
Letters to the editor: The Skiff 
welcomes letters to the editor for 
publication. To submit a letter, e-mail it 

to opinion@dailyskiff.com. Letters 
must include the author’s classification, 
major and phone number. Skiff reserves 
the right to edit or reject letters for style, 
taste and size restrictions.
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Jeremy Arnold is a junior religion major from Sugar Land.

While watching Oprah’s 
April 4 expose on puppy mills 
— a show that she dedicated 
to her beloved dog Sophie 

— I thought 
about all the 

darling dogs who’ve shared 
and enhanced my own life. 
My dogs didn’t come with 
“papers” — they came with 
unconditional love, loyalty 
and a genuine zest for life. 
With so many sweet, lovable 
dogs in animal shelters, on 
the streets and in abusive situ-
ations, it’s hard to compre-
hend why some people still 
buy animals from pet stores 
or breeders.

About 99 percent of pet 
stores in America obtain dogs 
from puppy mills, accord-
ing to “The Oprah Winfrey 
Show.” The dogs are confined 
to small crates or wire cages; 
they’re deprived of exercise, 
adequate food and water, 
veterinary care and atten-
tion. Many are emaciated and 
sickly with crusty, oozing 
eyes, ear infections, swollen 
teats, gangrenous skin and/
or abscessed feet. Many have 
pneumonia, kennel cough, 
mange, ringworm and other 
diseases. Some spin mania-
cally in their cages, cower 
in fear or slump in severe 
depression. Female dogs are 
typically bred every time 
they go into heat and killed 
when they can no longer pro-
duce puppies.

“It is my belief that when 
you actually see this, America, 
with your own eyes, that you 
are not going to stand for it,” 
Oprah told her viewers.

To get video footage, 
Oprah’s correspondent Lisa 
Ling and Main Line Animal 

Rescue founder Bill Smith vis-
ited several mills in Lancaster 
County, Pa., the puppy-mill 
capital of the East.

They went into one build-
ing, according to Oprah.com, 
that was full of cramped 
wooden crates stuffed with 
dogs. “The spaces are so 
small,” says Ling, “the moth-
ers are stepping all over their 
babies.” In another building, 
dogs were packed inside wire 
“rabbit cages” stacked to the 
ceiling; the dogs’ fur became 
soaked with urine and cov-
ered with feces from the dogs 
above them. Most dogs in 
puppy mills never leave their 
cages; they can barely walk. 
Some even have their vocal 
cords cut so they won’t bark.

But that’s only half of the 
problem. Every time a breed-
er brings another animal into 
the world, an animal sitting 
in a shelter loses his or her 
chance at finding a loving 
home. Between 6 million and 
8 million animals enter U.S. 

shelters each year; half must 
be euthanized. Many — about 
25 percent of dogs who enter 
shelters — are purebred. With 
so many animals dying for 
homes, it should be illegal to 
breed more dogs.

If you’re thinking of adding 
a dog to your family, go to an 
animal shelter, visit Petfinder.
com or contact a reputable 
breed rescue group. 

And always have your ani-
mals sterilized. Spaying or 
neutering one dog prevents 
hundreds of thousands of 
unwanted births. Imagine 
how many lives would be 
saved and how much suffer-
ing prevented if we all had 
just one animal spayed or 
neutered and never patron-
ized puppy-selling pet shops. 
If your dog (or cat) isn’t 
already sterilized, why not 
start with him or her?

Heather Moore is a senior writer 

for People for the Ethical Treatment of 

Animals. This column was distributed by 

McClatchy-Tribune Information Services.

To appreciate the debate 
over U.S. policy toward Iraq 
this week, first you have 
to understand the different 

agendas of the 
players. And 
then try to 

move beyond those agendas.
Start with President George 

W. Bush. 
He is simply not going 

to admit that his policy 
in Iraq is a bust by begin-
ning a major withdrawal 
of troops before he leaves 
office. I’m not suggesting a 
purely cynical motive here 
— more likely the president 
believes that he can still 
leave a more stable situation 
to his successor if he main-
tains a larger troop pres-
ence. Or, put another way, 
he cannot bring himself to 
admit failure. Besides, at 
least in the short run, the 
surge of troops has brought 
a decrease in violence.

Sen. John McCain, the pre-
sumptive Republican nomi-
nee, has a similar view to 
the president, albeit from a 
different time perspective. 
Bush and McCain believe that 
establishing an Iraq regime 
with some semblance of 
democracy would be good 
for the region and for U.S. 
interests there. Looking at the 
short-term gains of the surge, 
McCain is ready and willing 
to make a longer-term com-
mitment. His position has 
been clear for years: If we do 
it right, we can still win.

Obviously his chances of 
winning the November elec-
tion are tied to a belief that 
things will not fall apart 
before then. But it’s clear 
he’s talking about more than 
November. He needs to be 

pressed harder on just what 
he means.

Sens. Hillary Clinton and 
Barack Obama — trying to 
appeal to Democratic pri-
mary voters who believe the 
war has been an abysmal fail-
ure, and unwilling to admit 
the surge has any portent for 
future stability — are com-
mitted to bringing troops 
home as soon as possible. 

But “as soon as possible” is 
not an exact phase by any 
means. Obama stressed dur-
ing Tuesday’s congressio-
nal hearing with Gen. David 
Petraeus that he was not 
talking about a “precipitous” 
withdrawal. His agenda is 
to appear to be sober about 
protecting American inter-
ests without abandoning his 
opposition to the enterprise 
from the beginning.

Clinton, because she origi-
nally supported the war, has 
been in an even trickier spot, 
reversing her position with-
out appearing to be politi-
cally craven — her weakest 
point to many people. But 
still we need a better sense of 
what each of them propose.

This leaves me listening 
very closely to Petraeus, the 
commander on the ground 
in Iraq, who chose his words 
carefully in his testimony. He 

did not claim victory, but said 
the gains so far are “fragile 
and reversible.” Petraeus is 
under a crossfire of pressure: 
from his commander in chief, 
who gave him the chance 
to implement his plan, the 
surge, to a horde of Army 
generals who say the nation’s 
armed forces are spread too 
thin and that resources may 
have to be used elsewhere. If 
there was a message in Petra-
eus’ testimony, it was that he 
won’t commit to any with-
drawal timetables because it’s 
going to take more time to 
find a way out of the mess.

After five years and more 
than 4,000 U.S. deaths there, 
we all know better than to 
believe there’s an easy way 
out of this situation. But the 
question I have is what the 
cost will be to the United 
States to sustain the effort 
there to the point that it is 
no longer “fragile or revers-
ible.” One of Bush’s greatest 
mistakes in this whole epi-
sode was not leveling with 
the American people about 
this war’s costs, nor under-
standing them himself. The 
next president, whoever it 
is, will need the support of 
the American people to sus-
tain what will continue to be 
a painful policy. We need to 
move beyond the immediate 
political agendas and start 
asking these questions now: 
How much longer a com-
mitment? At what cost? And 
what type of withdrawal of 
forces would least damage 
our long-term interests?

James Klurfeld is a visiting 

professor of journalism at Stony 

Brook University. This column 

was distributed by McClatchy-

Tribune Information Services.
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Puppy mills should be illegal; 
adopting pets better solution

New president should consider  
long-term costs of war in Iraq

America’s cluelessness 
on the international front 
is well-documented.

A survey last year by the 
Pew Research Center showed 

that respon-
dents’ knowl-

edge of both national and 
foreign affairs had remained 
about the same since 1989, 
despite the attacks on Amer-
ica, our entry into wars in 
the Persian Gulf and Afghan-
istan, and a proliferation of 

news sources.
Three of 10 people sur-

veyed couldn’t name the 
vice president of the Unit-
ed States. Fewer than four 
in 10 could identify Vladi-
mir Putin as the president 
of Russia.

Susan Jacoby, a scholar 
and author, ducked into a 
New York City bar seeking 
respite the day the World 
Trade Center was destroyed. 
She listened to a conversa-

tion in which one man told 
another that Pearl Harbor 
was “when the Vietnamese 
dropped bombs in a harbor, 
and it started the Vietnam 
War.”

That overheard sn ip -
pet led Jacoby to write a 
book, “The Age of Ameri-
can Unreason,” in which 
she argues that Americans 
are growing dumber about 
world affairs and, worse, are 
proud of it.

That might indeed be the 
trend. But the happier news 
is that it’s being bucked by 
efforts large and small.

This week I listened to 
Pamela Couture, academic 
dean at St. Paul School of 
Theology in Kansas City, tell 
an amazing story.

In January, Couture took 
a month’s research leave to 
study peacemaking process-
es in the Congo. She wanted 
to respond to the kindness 

of people there with a gift. 
Her school’s dean of devel-
opment, James Glass, got on 
the case. One phone call led 
to another. He was in touch 
with the U.S. Department of 
Defense and a host of relief 
organizations.

The upshot is that, in less 
than two months, Couture 
and Glass and their new-
found partners delivered 
$14 million worth of phar-
maceuticals to the Congo’s 

Katanga region.
It doesn’t take a great deal 

to shine a light in the dark-
ness. Just willpower, energy 
and links with likeminded 
people. Efforts like this one 
can erase, if nothing else, 
our reputation for having 
our collective heads in the 
sand.

Barbara Shelly is a member of the 

Kansas City Star editorial board. This 

column was distributed by McClatchy-

Tribune Information Services.
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Joining international awareness groups can help make difference

“We need to move be-
yond the immediate po-
litical agendas and start 
asking these questions 
now: How much longer 
a commitment? At what 
cost? And what type of 
withdrawal of forces 

would least damage our 
long-term interests?”

James Klurfeld

The nation’s urban schools are suf-
fering. Education, one of the ele-
ments that form the foundation for 

a stable society, isn’t equal for children in 
urban areas.

But the university is doing something 
about that inequality.

The College of Education is operating the 
Center for Urban Education, which aims to 
balance that inequality by fixing the broken 
urban education system.

According to the center, schools with 
low socioeconomic and/or predominantly 
minority students, have the most critical 
shortages of qualified teachers.

The center aims to satisfy the need for 
qualified college graduates with graduates 
who know the issues facing urban schools.

Jennifer Brooks, the director of the Cen-
ter for Urban Education, said it’s necessary 
for students to experience the problems in 
urban schools, and that’s why teachers do 
observations and internships that expose 

them to those issues.
“That is what helps the most — actually 

being there,” said Chelsea Edge, a gradu-
ate student in the College of Education. “We 
can talk about it all we want to, but actually 
seeing and doing it makes a difference.”

There is also an effort to help students 
from urban schools be part of the solution, 
by encouraging them to pursue a career in 
education.

It’s impossible to close the gap between 
rich and poor or fix the problems that are 
plaguing urban communities and spilling 
over into troubled schools overnight. But by 
addressing issues like education, the univer-
sity is chipping away at one challenge and 
giving young people in urban communities 
a fighting chance.

Maybe they’ll even come full circle and 
help the next generation — or even bet-
ter, maybe by then there won’t be a gap to 
close anymore.

Editor-in-chief Andrew Chavez for the editorial board.

Center helps bridge education gap
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inspiring educators

High schoolers recruited for teaching

Justin Anderson / Staff Photographer

Several students gather outside of Paul Lawrence Dunbar High School on Friday afternoon. Twenty-five Dunbar students are participating in the Aspiring Educators 
Initiative program. The TCU Center for Urban Education program is designed to encourage students to finish high school, go to college and become teachers.

Arlington Heights

Other
1.9%

White
42.1%

Hispanic
  33.1%

Black
22.9%Address:  4501 W. Rosedale St.

Distance from TCU:  4.4 miles
Economically disadvantaged:  33.5%
Average SAT score:  1039
Percent college-ready:  50%
Dropout rate:  7.4%
Academic rating:  Acceptable

Dunbar

Black
86.8%

Hispanic
   8.2%

White
  2.1%

Asian
 2.9%

Address:  5700 Ramey Ave.
Distance from TCU:  13.6 miles
Economically disadvantaged:  53.9%
Average SAT score:  869
Percent college-ready:  17%
Dropout rate:  17%
Academic rating:  Unacceptable

Polytechnic

Hispanic
  64.1%

Black
33.1%

White
  2%

Other
  0.8%

Address:  1300 Conner Ave.
Distance from TCU:  7 miles
Economically disadvantaged:  72.4%
Average SAT score:  765
Percent college-ready:  6%
Dropout rate:  21.6%
Academic rating:  Unacceptable

Diamond Hill Hispanic
  91.8%

Black
4.6%

White
3.6%

Address:  1411 Maydell St.
Distance from TCU:  10 miles
Economically disadvantaged:  80.9%
Average SAT score:  830
Percent college-ready:  20%
Dropout rate:  17.6%
Academic rating:  Unacceptable

O. D. Wyatt
Black
63.4%

Hispanic
    32%

White
  4%
Other
 0.6%

Address:  2400 E. Seminary Drive
Distance from TCU:  5 miles
Economically disadvantaged:  67.5%
Average SAT score:  794
Percent college-ready:  9%
Dropout rate:  14.2%
Academic rating:  Acceptable

Snapshots of area high schools

Tarrant County state records •	
show 83.2 percent of public 
school students as minorities 
— 26.3 percent black and 56.9 
percent Hispanic.

The Fort Worth Independent •	
School District classifies 71.3 
percent of its more than 79,000 
students as economically disad-
vantaged.

Nationwide, 45 percent of white •	
SAT test takers in 2003 had tak-
en trigonometry in high school 
compared with 36 percent of 
black SAT test takers, accord-
ing to the Journal of Blacks in 
Higher Education.

Additionally, more than a quar-•	
ter of white SAT test takers had 
taken calculus in high school 

compared with 14 percent of 
black SAT test takers.

The journal also stated that 32 •	
percent of white students took 
honors courses before the SAT 
and only 18 percent of blacks 
did the same.

According to CollegeBoard.•	
com, in 2003, black test takers 
scored about 100 points lower 
on each section than did white 
students. White students also 
outscored Hispanics by about 
80 points.

According to a 2000 New Jer-•	
sey study, 20 percent of subur-
ban parents and 44 percent of 
urban parents felt unwelcome 
to participate in their children’s 
schools. 

By the numbers

Sen. Barack Obama, D-Ill.
“No Child Left Behind has 

been false advertising. And 
there doesn’t seem to be a sense 
of urgency about improving the 
education system. ... Across 
the board we’re going to have 
to recruit a generation of new 
teachers. We’re going to have 
to pay our teachers more, we 
are going to have to give them 
more professional development 
and we’re also going to have 
to work with them rather than 
against them to improve stan-
dards. We’ve got to improve 
early childhood education.”
Source: Huffington Post Mash-Up, Sept. 13, 
2007

Sen. Hillary Clinton, D-N.Y.
“I support school-based merit 

pay. We need to get more teach-
ers to go into hard-to-serve 
areas. We’ve got to get them into 
underserved urban areas, under-
served rural areas. The school is 
a team, and it’s important that 
we reward that collaboration.”
Source: Democratic Debate, Nov. 15, 2007

“Our families have to be their 

child’s first school, and every 
parent has to understand they 
are their child’s first teacher. 
And we need to help parents 
do that job. That’s why I started 
Early Head Start. That’s why I 
expanded Head Start when I was 
first lady. That’s why I want to 
have universal free kindergarten 
for every single 4-year-old.”
Source: 2007 NAACP Presidential Primary 
Forum, July 12, 2007

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz.
“If a failing school won’t 

change, it shouldn’t be beyond 
the reach of students to change 
their schools. Parents should be 
able to send their children to the 
school that best suits their needs 
just as Cindy and I have been 
able to do, whether it is a public, 
private or parochial school. The 
result will not be the demise 
of the public school system in 
America, but competition that 
will help make public schools 
accountable and as successful as 
they should be in a country as 
great and prosperous as ours.”
Source: JohnMcCain.com, April 1 speech 
transcript

Campaign 2008: In their own words

“The first thing is to make sure that they 
have the opportunity to work in schools 
in urban settings,” Brooks said. “They are 
doing observation and internships. It is 
unfair to place a teacher in an environ-
ment and expect them to be successful 
if they have never seen a child on free or 
reduced lunch or if they have not had that 
type of experience and exposure.”

According to federal guidelines, stu-
dents can qualify for free- or reduced-meal 
programs if they are in a household of four 
that earns less than $38,203 a year.

“If you are in a home where the lights 
are not on or in a home where you do not 
have food to eat for dinner, oftentimes 
your thought will be on ‘I am hungry’ 
rather than ‘I need to do this math home-
work,’” Brooks said.

To provide diverse experiences for its 
TCU students, the Center for Urban Edu-
cation has established relationships and 
connections at different schools in the 
Fort Worth Independent School District. 
One of these schools is Stripling Middle 
School, where a math class gives the TCU 
students an opportunity to not only teach 
but also to learn about the community, 
said Cecilia Silva, an associate professor 
of education.

“We target different schools for differ-
ent experiences,” Silva said.

Education students begin their place-
ment in urban schools starting their 
sophomore year, said Chelsea Edge, a 
graduate student who is in the College of 
Education’s 3-2 program, which enables 

students to graduate with both a bach-
elor’s degree and a master’s degree in 
five years.

“That is what helps the most — actu-
ally being there,” Edge said. “We can talk 
about it all we want to, but actually seeing 
and doing it makes a difference.”

Yvonne Garcia, another graduate stu-
dent in the 3-2 program, said her training 
makes her feel she will enter the class-
room after graduation with more experi-
ence than a typical first-year teacher.

“The program has given me a lot 
of insight and education on diversity 
because education is not the same any-
more,” Garcia said.

Because there is no such thing as an 
“average” student, the TCU program 
teaches its students how to teach in dif-
ferent ways and modify lessons to reach 
every possible child, Garcia said.

It is only through the practicum expe-
rience that TCU students come to more 
clearly understand the lives of their future 
students, Edge said.

The experience gained through the 
program produces students who are 
sought after because of their education-
al training, Silva said.

“The Center for Urban Education wants 
effective teachers working in the class-
room and teachers who are prepared to 
work in the Metroplex,” Silva said. “Part 
of it is helping our students view diver-
sity not as a deficit.”

Said Garcia: “The United States has 
every culture, every nationality and every 
language. Though I may not speak the 
languages, with what I have learned, I 
can attempt to reach them and teach them 
without making them feel uncomfortable 
in the classroom.”

By David Spencer
Special to the Skiff

Urban schools need more qualified 
teachers, but odds are against students 
from those schools ever becoming 
teachers themselves.

Out of the 13 million children living 
in poverty, only about half will graduate 
high school, according to the National 
Assessment of Educational Progress. 

The assessment 
shows even few-
er will go to col-
lege, and even 
fewer will pur-
sue careers as 
teachers.

To  b r i n g 
change, the Cen-
ter for Urban 
Education has 
c rea ted t he 
Aspiring Educa-
tors Initiative.

The init ia-
t ive reaches 

out to three area high schools with a 
high minority population, said Jenni-
fer Brooks, director of the Center for 
Urban Education.

Currently, the program is at Paul 
Laurence Dunbar, Polytechnic and 
Oscar Dean Wyatt high schools in Fort 
Worth.

The program began in summer 2007 
with a luncheon for 75 high school soph-
omores, followed by small-group ses-
sions to answer students’ questions. 
As high school juniors and seniors, the 
students then attend a series of events 
geared toward exposing them to the 
possibility of attending college and 
becoming teachers.

“We are looking at building our own 
in terms of educators for the future,” 
Brooks said. “We talk to them about 
the future and education, so that we can 
make sure we have a group of students 
ready to take my place and others when 
we are ready to retire.”

Cecilia Silva, an associate professor 
of education, said she hopes the pro-
gram will add diversity to the teaching 
population.

“Most educators are white-middle 
class,” Silva said. “It is important that 
students see people who look like them 
in teaching roles.”

There is some evidence the program 
is working.

“It has really impacted my life,” 
said Kayara Watts, a senior at Dunbar. 
“Before this program, I only considered 
getting a minor in education. Now, I 
want it to be my major.”

Watts said the program inspired her 
to apply to West Texas A&M University 
to major in elementary education.

Barbara Novero, lead counselor at 
Dunbar, said 25 students from her 
school participate in the program.

Watts said her favorite part of the pro-
gram includes trips to TCU and speaking 
with Brooks about a teaching career.

“Most of us want to major in educa-
tion,” Watts said of the Dunbar students 
in the program. “She teaches us what 
ropes to go through and issues we will 
deal with. She asks us how we feel about 
being an educator, what our future goals 
are and what aspects of education we 
are interested in.”

The Aspiring Educators Initiative has 
a positive impact on students, Novero 
said.

“The students appreciate others’ com-
ing and taking the time to recognize 
them and lead them in discussion,” she 
said.

Students also like the certificates of 
achievement, treats and TCU spirit wear 
they have received, Novero said.

The center expects an additional 75 
to 85 high school students to take part 
in the program during its second year, 
with numbers predicted to double dur-
ing the third.

For her part, Watts said she took seri-
ously what TCU education students told 
her when they spoke at Dunbar.

“I learned that if they can do it, I can 
do it,” Watts said.

urban
From page 1

LIZ DAVIS / Staff Photographer

Students in Cecilia Silva’s class learn about some of the communication situations that unfold while teaching 
in an English-as-a-Second Language environment.

“At Diamond Hill, most students don’t 
really care about going to college. This atti-
tude affects the way teachers do their job. 
I had some teachers who were brilliant, but 
since the students didn’t care to learn, I feel 
like they had to lower their standards for 
us.” 

— Carolyn Castellanos, a sophomore 
engineering major who attended 
Diamond Hill-Jarvis High School

“...I think the school offered a total of five 
AP courses. Part of the day was going to AP 
calculus, where the few seniors in the class 
were given Sudoku puzzles to play while the 
juniors filled out TAKS math worksheets. 
Since then, at TCU, I have had to retake cal-
culus three times. “

— Filicia Hernandez, a sophomore 
criminal justice major who attended 
Diamond Hill Jarvis High School

Source: Texas Education Agency

hernandez castellanos

The Skiff’s full 
report on urban 
education. 
DAILYSKIFF.com/
urbaned

online

Max landman / Design Editor
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By Alfred Lubrano
The Philadelphia Inquirer

PHILADELPHIA — Twenty-
five dollars. That’s all Sandra 
Walerski can spend in the Save-
a-Lot today for a week’s worth 
of groceries.

Walerski, 47, who lives in 
Trainer, Pa., travels over the 
Pennsylvania line to shop in tax-
free Delaware — part of a mighty 
fight to keep her family of six 
afloat as the hard-time economy 
grows wide and deep.

Food and gas prices soar while 
the dollar weakens and employ-
ers shed jobs. People like Waler-
ski are among the worst casualties 
— a rising number of working 
poor, generally defined as fami-
lies with one or more workers 
making no more than twice the 
poverty level.

Being working poor is like liv-
ing in another America, a lesser 
country where you go to a job, 
pay bills — do everything right 
— and still teeter close to the 
edge.

“Working poor is what I am,” 
says Walerski, who possesses a 
broad, smiling face and a fight-
er’s demeanor. “There are lots 
of us, and we look like every-
one else.”

Some weeks, Walerski spends 
as much as $45. But overall, her 
precious dollars seem to buy less 
while her four kids are eating 
more.

Her carpenter husband works 
to pay the mortgage on the fam-
ily’s cramped house, down the 
street from a refinery. But there 
isn’t enough.

Meanwhile, a growing tumor 

in Walerski’s brain, as yet unbi-
opsied, prevents her from being 
employed. She used to put in 50 
hours a week, juggling a day-care 
job with telephone-survey work. 
She prays that the cancer that 
resulted in surgery to remove her 
breasts does not return.

Her husband, George, 32, 
grosses $28,800 annually. 
Marc, 20, a son who lives in 
the Trainer house, is a student 
at Delaware County Community 
College and kicks in a little; he 
pays his tuition and covers his 
mother’s cell-phone bill. Waler-
ski wants him to keep most of 
the money he earns as assistant 
manager at a local store.

The family often faces months 
in which they owe about $800 
more than they take in. They 
always pay the water bill; 
they’re slowly paying off the 
$1,500 they owe the electric 
company.

And that $1,000-a-month 
mortgage monster keeps eating. 
All told, basic monthly expenses 
come to about $2,500. After tax-
es and support for a child in Ari-
zona, her husband takes home 
about $430 a week or $1,720 a 
month, Walerski says.

This does not take into 
account the needs of a 26-year-
old daughter who also lives in 
the house and whom Walerski 
describes as mentally disabled. 
Her son Kristopher, 8, has atten-
tion-deficit issues, among other 
difficulties.

Her husband has health 
insurance. Walerski is covered 
by a state plan for the physi-
cally disabled, and the younger 
kids are enrolled in the feder-
al Children’s Health Insurance 

Program. The working poor can 
afford little beyond the abso-
lute basics. And often not even 
those.

Nationally, there are roughly 
52 million working poor people, 
says David Elesh, a sociology 
professor at Temple Universi-
ty. “And,” he adds, “it’s getting 
worse each day because of this 
recession.”

Federal guidelines set the 
poverty level for a family of four 
at $21,200. To be considered 
working poor, such a family 
could make as much as $42,400 
annually. At first blush, that may 
sound ample, but it turns out to 
be meager wages.

When the shopping is done, 
the total is $24.03, just below 
the $25 limit. Walerski declares 
the day a success.

Nation’s working poor struggle to provide for families

Michael S. Wirtz / Philadelphia Inquirer via MCT 

Susan Walerski, 46, of Trainer, Pa., purchases $24.03 in groceries in a Wilmington, 
Del., grocery store in March. Whenever Walerski shops, she must balance her family’s 
limited income against endless debt. 

Michael S. Wirtz / Philadelphia Inquirer via MCT

Susan Walerski, 46, of Trainer, Pa., shops for groceries with a limit of $25 with her daughter Gianna, 3, in a Wilmington, Del., 
grocery store in March. 

didn’t know too much what to 
expect, but we felt the numbers 
were good,” Byrne said. “We 
felt that the people who came 
had a good time, and that was 
the most important part.”

The marketing department 
anticipated lower ticket sales 

than last season, Byrne said, 
but the numbers have still been 
good. The deadline to renew 
season tickets was set for May 
1 before being pushed back to 
May 15 after the team’s sched-
ule was announced.

“When the schedule comes 
out, we want to make sure the 
fans have adequate information 
while they do make that deci-

sion,” Byrne said. “We hope 
they renew based on support 
of the program, but we under-
stand there are other issues 
they may need to take into con-
sideration.”

Byrne said the marketing 
department has plans for the 
fall campaign to work with 
different athletes and incorpo-
rate the program’s historical 

achievements, such as the 1938 
undefeated national champion-
ship season in which the team 
was led by Heisman Trophy-
winner Davey O’Brien.

“We’re further along than we 
feel like we were in the past as 
far as some of the elements that 
we’re doing, but we’re pretty 
much tracking the way that we 
wanted to,” Byrne said.

MARKETING
From page 8
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Dance offTCU Daily Skiff

A sophomore parlayed dancing talent in getting her own hip hop 
class.
FRIDAY

KEELY DOERING  / Staff Designer

The razor-sharp claws of the Cancer crab, the majestic presence of the Leo lion and the two identical faces of the Gemini twins are three 
of the 12 horoscopes signs astrologers use to aid in their interpretation of heavenly bodies.

Astrology, the study of how heavenly bodies supposedly affect human life and behavior, continues to counsel people on life 
decisions despite critics who claim that it is pure superstition.

Controversy
Critics like John Blanton, webmaster for The North Texas Skeptics, say astrology is not a real science and 

claim stars and planets have no effect on human behavior.
“It’s interesting because it comes from astronomy,” Blanton said. “But astrology derives from it by 

saying stars are magical, omnipotent and their effect on our life is magical.”
TCU’s chair of the astronomy department, T.W. Zerda, claims astrology is a “bunch of 

nonsense.”
Astronomy is the science and study of the stars and universe, planets and its motion; it has 

no interpretation of what a star’s position in the sky could mean in people’s lives, Zerda 
said.

Yet among those who believe a star’s location could foretell the future, Los Angeles 
astrologer Terence Guardino makes charts for clients in which he shows how planets 
were aligned on the day they were born.

Guardino claims that alignment explains the relationship between the universe and 
human life and why people behave the way they do. His Web site with astrology 
forecasts for the 12 sun signs gets about 1,000 hits a month. This number excludes 
the hits he gets from YouTube, where he said he received about 40,000 hits in 
the past year.

Unlike other Web sites, Guardino said, his pages provide astrological 
forecasts in a video format and include descriptions of the 12 horoscope 
personalities.

Skeptics
The North Texas Skeptics has been in existence since 1983 under a 

different name, and its goal is to test theories and claims to provide people 
with the truth.

Blanton uses the term pseudoscience, a field that does not use the scientific 
method, and said people believe in things with paranormal links because 
it relieves them of personal responsibilities.

“People have reasons to believe, and it’s good to blame someone else 
for something,” he said.

Beyond throwing out personal responsibility, John Thomas, director 
emeritus for the NTS, said beliefs do not have to be true and it’s a matter 
of bringing comfort to people.

Blanton gives an example of a divorce — if a person’s marriage ended, it 
could easily be blamed in the stars and was therefore meant to happen.

“There is no consistency, it’s not established,” he said. “Authors who realize 
there is good money in this area could easily make something up and be 
perfectly all right.”

Thomas said astrology works because of confirmation bias, where the person 
who gets a reading hears something and will remember an event in his or her 
life, making the statement true.

“It’s cherry-picking the evidence,” Thomas said. “But people think it’s 
very comforting.”

Blanton said astrology is harmless, but people can get carried away and risk away 
things they may never get back.

“Don’t let it run your life,” Blanton said. “It’s a good recreational sport.”

Biblical Perspective
Beyond a recreational sport, astrology can be linked with the occult.
Deuteronomy 18:10-12 says “let no one be found among you ... who practices divination or sorcery, 

interprets omens ... anyone who does these things is detestable to the Lord.”
Cky Carrigan, professor at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, says astrology is a form of 

divination, the practice of uncovering hidden secrets. He said the main issue concerning astrology for biblical 
scholars was ethics, not effectiveness.

“The Bible tells us not to engage in astrology — it’s clear in what it says,” Carrigan said. “Followers of Christ are 
not to follow divination.”

Ken Horton, pastor at McKinney Memorial Bible Church, recommends seeking God’s advice, rather than seeing 
an astrologer.

“You’re better off getting counseling from people who know you, rather than a speculation from a stranger,” Horton said.
Astrologers practice something called cold reading, a term that is given to magicians and psychics who use intuition to read how people react 

to different trigger words and actions, Horton said.
“There’s nothing magical about it,” he said.
As for the accuracy, Carrigan said it’s based on the odds of getting it right, making sure to incorporate emotional strings into things.
“There are intuitive people out there that listen well, look carefully and it works,” he said.
Carrigan said the effect of the reading is usually good because people go in wanting to believe.
“Hope is a powerful thing — it’s unfortunate for some of us who have hope for no good reason. Hoping someone will give us insight,” Carrigan said.

Astrology’s Validity
The American Federation of Astrologers, founded in 1938, provides safeguards and certification for astrologers, Guardino said.
The group certifies astrologers on the AFA student, professional and teacher levels.
Kepler College in Lynnwood, Wash., authorized by the state of Washington to give out academic degrees, offers a bachelor of arts and a graduate program in 

astrology, said Jolee Worones, registrar at Kepler College.
Worones said although Kepler College isn’t accredited they hope to have accreditation by the summer and are currently in the process of being accepted as a 

candidate by an accreditation agency. She would not disclose the name of the accrediting agency.

Supporters
June Clark, who writes under the name June Rifkin, is senior associate for FinePrint Literary Management and a fan of Guardino’s forecasts.
Clark said her fascination for horoscopes and astrology started when she was a child, about 10, reading the horoscope section in magazines and reading books 

about the topic.
Her interest grew into belief and Clark co-authored “The Complete Book of Astrology,” with Ada Aubin, an astrologer. Although Clark says she is no astrologer, 

she takes her astrological forecast into consideration for her lifestyle.
“This is one of the few ‘new-age’ beliefs that has a more scientific approach and it’s accurate,” Clark said. “It’s much more reliable and there is a historical basis 

and has scientific flare — interpretation and artistic.”
Clark says knowing the astrological forecast is comforting to her, when she realizes there is a planetary reason to why her day is going the way it is.
Another supporter of astrology is Emily Lamport, introduced to the world of horoscopes by her best friend. Lamport, a 2007 alumna, started reading the horoscope 

section in the back of “Glamour” magazine.
Lamport said she never got into astrology until she was a sophomore at TCU.
“The Only Astrology Book You’ll Ever Need,” a book she purchased at the TCU bookstore, provided Lamport with a personality description that made 

her a believer.
“It describes my personality perfectly,” she said. “I’m a Gemini and it was so cool to see what it said.”
Lamport said she’s become more intuitive through the book, recognizing personality traits of people.
“Instead of asking people what sign they are,” she said. “I ask them for their birthday.”
Lamport, who grew up in the Catholic Church, said she is “not religious” but believes in God.
“How lame would it be if you stuck to one thing and floated through life?” she asks. “Without questioning any thing like what’s going on with you 

and your life?”
For her, astrology is a way to prevent being narrow-minded.
“I can’t stand people who are narrow-minded — it’s just they only know certain ways, they don’t want to think different,” Lamport said.

Still Believing
“What works for me, works for me,” Clark said. “Everyone has their own opinion.”
With her experience in writing an astrology book, Clark is a strong advocate despite what skeptics say.
“I’m a huge fan of astrology — it gives insight and hope to life and I encourage people to follow it beyond the daily horoscope stuff,” she said.
Having dedicated his life to astrology, Guardino says, looking at the solar system is a profoundly accurate way of understanding human personality and behavior. 

He said astrology is one that entails knowledge in psychology and other sciences and the ability to interpret signs.
“I don’t have to prove it — their comments just wash over me, I’ve been doing this for 30 some years,” Guardino said.

Recent trend has students looking to the stars
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Etc.
Tuesday, April 15, 2008

TCU Daily Skiff TODAY IN HISTORY
1947: Jackie Robinson becomes the first black 
player in Major League Baseball.

Q: Why don’t ducks carry spare change?

A: They all have bills.

WORTH A LAUGH –– BUT ONLY ONE

7

Bliss		  by Harry Bliss
Sponsored by:

SUDOKU PUZZLE

Directions
Fill in the grid so 
that every 3x3 box, 
row and column 
contains the digits 1 
through 9 without 
repeating numbers.

Get tips and more solutions  
at www.sudoku.com

See Wednesday’s 
paper for answers 

to today’s 
Sudoku puzzle.

Friday’s Solutions

Sponsored by:

Today’s Crossword

See Wednesday’s paper for answers to today’s crossword.
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The men’s tennis team has its final regular season 
game against the SMU Mustangs.
TOMORROW

TENNIS HORSETCU Daily Skiff

By Brett Larson
Sports Editor

With nine straight wins, the Horned 
Frog baseball team will attempt to 
defend its streak against the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma in Lupton Stadium 
today.

Oklahoma (22-13-1, 3-8-1) has lost its 
past four games and split two games 
against the Horned Frogs (23-12, 8-4) 
last year with the home team winning 
in each instance.

In the Horned Frogs’ first contest 
against the Sooners in Norman, Okla., 
TCU was dropped 13-5. Pitcher Tyler 
Lockwood started the game for the 
Horned Frogs but was pulled after 
2/3 inning, allowing five earned runs 
and recording a loss. Oklahoma rode 
a seven-run first inning en route to the 
win.

In the second game at Lupton Stadium 

TCU won 11-3, with Lockwood earn-
ing a win this time in three innings of 
scoreless relief.

Head coach Jim Schlossnagle said 
Oklahoma is a big game for the team 
but this is the most important part of the 
season from a conference standpoint.

Freshman Trent Appleby, who helped 
record a triple play in Sunday’s win over 
the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, said 
he expects a big crowd to show up to 
see them play the Sooners, but said the 
team does not focus on names.

“We don’t play the jersey, we 
just play the game,” Appleby said. 
“We don’t focus on who we’re play-
ing but rather just doing our job.” 
Freshman Jimmie Pharr said the Soon-
ers will bring great pitching and the end 
result will probably be a really close 
game.

TCU swept its second straight Moun-

tain West Conference series against 
UNLV during the weekend for its second 
conference series win of the season.

The Horned Frogs, who at the end of 
March dropped two of three games to 
the Runnin’ Rebels in their first series 
against the conference foe, reversed 
their fortunes this past weekend.

In the two games TCU lost to UNLV, 
the Rebels got the win in the ninth 
inning. This series featured two late 
inning-comeback wins for the Horned 
Frogs in games one and three.

TCU is currently in third place in the 
MWC with an equal conference record 
as second place University of New Mex-
ico, but behind in the tie-breaker.

The nine-game winning streak is 
TCU’s longest since the 2006 season 
when it won 10 straight games before 
dropping its final two in the NCAA 
regional.

YOung Gun Freshman rucks 
past competition

Courtesy of Andre Ferrante

Freshman Chris Ferrante makes a sharp cut against then-No. 22 Sam Houston State on 
Dec. 1 while playing with the TCU rugby team in Huntsville. Ferrante is a member of 
the USA Under-19 National team with which he competes internationally.

BASEBALL

A TCU rugby player travels overseas to represent his country in his sport.

Tennis Horse
The men’s tennis team has its final regular season game against the SMU Mustangs.

Squad’s win streak on line against OU

Marketing campaign raises local awareness
By Robert Bember
Staff Reporter

The success of the “Next Season is 
Now” marketing campaign can be more 
accurately gauged by awareness raised 
rather than tickets sold, the associate 
director of athletics for external opera-
tions said.

Scott Kull said the campaign’s 
greatest impact has been the amount 
of awareness it has raised for the 

football team.
“I think it has done a lot of what we 

had set out to do,” said Jason Byrne, 
director of athletics marketing. “To cre-
ate the excitement we wanted, to give 
our players — our student-athletes — 
a chance to be exposed or shown in 
a different light is what we wanted to 
see.”

The mini-site has received more than 
6,000 hits, Byrne said.

“It seems like everybody wants a 
poster, so it’s been good to have some 
demand for that,” Byrne said.

About 1,500 fans attended Saturday’s 
Spring Game, Kull said. Fans had the 
opportunity to buy apparel and chil-
dren could play on inflatable games or 
get their faces painted, Byrne said.

“We haven’t publicized the Spring 
Game a lot in the past years, so we 

RUGBY

athletics administration

paige mcardle / Staff Designer

Freshman Sean Hoelscher pitches against the University of Nevada, Las Vegas on Saturday at Lupton Stadium. He pitched seven innings for the win against UNLV.

See MARKETING, page 5

By Gregory Weaver
Staff Reporter

For many TCU students, 
participation in club sports is 
a way to have fun and enjoy 
a sport they love.

For freshman business 
major Chris Ferrante, his time 
with the TCU Rugby Club was 
part of his preparation for the 
USA Under-19 National team, 
on which he mans the hooker 
position.

“Playing for the national 
team is definitely my biggest 
achievement,” Ferrante said. 
“I wasn’t very good when I 
started playing in high school 
but one thing led to another 
and here I am.”

James Wolfinger, Ferrante’s 
head coach at St. Thomas High 
School in Houston, said it was 
Ferrante’s focus and dedica-
tion that have helped him to 
make it this far.

“It is very satisfying to see 
Chris start as a freshman and 
to watch him grow and go so 
far,” Wolfinger said. “It is like 
watching one of your own 
kids succeed.”

Andre Ferrante, Chris Fer-
rante’s father, said his son’s 
achievements on the field 
have also helped him to grow 
as a person.

“My wife and I are very 
proud of Chris,” Chris’ father 
said. “I now see him playing 
with a whole new level of 
confidence, especially after 
he made the U-19 team.”

Dur i ng  t he  summer 
between his junior and senior 
year of high school, Ferrante 
tried out for the Texas All-
Star team. At this tryout, 
Team USA scouts noticed the 
Houstonian’s ability and invit-
ed him to try out for the U-18 
team in Elkhart, Ind.

“I got to travel to England 
last spring for my first national 
tour, and although we didn’t 
play very well, it was a real-
ly neat experience,” Ferrante 
said. “It is different playing 
overseas, because you are rep-
resenting your country, family 
and friends, and always have 
the USA logo on you.”

Ferrante said his favorite 
part was being only one of 
two players from his U-18 
team selected to return and 
compete for the U-19 squad.

“It was a real honor being 
chosen to return because it 
is very difficult to be chosen 
year after year and continue to 
play within the system,” Fer-
rante said.

The top 30 players for the 
U-19 team are selected through 
tryouts, and the season begins 
in July. From here the team 
meets four to five times a year 
for six days each time to com-
pete in tournaments, which 
include The Freedom Cup, a 
spring tour in England and 
the World Cup, usually held 
in June.

“The Freedom Cup against 
Canada is one of my favorite 
competitions,” Ferrante said. 
“This past year we played 
against their U-20 team, so it 
was a great building block for 
the World Cup in the sum-
mer.”

Apart from these tourna-
ments, the players, who come 
from all over the country, play 
with different club and school 
teams.

“Hopefully I will one day 
get a chance to participate 
on the USA Men’s Team,” Fer-
rante said. “It will take a lot 
of work, but it is something 
I could definitely see myself 
doing.”


