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Weekly duel: Should
baseball still be considered
America’s pastime?
Sports, page 8

HARDCOVER NONFIC-
TION BEST SELLERS

1 Liberty and Tyranny
by Mark R. Levin

2 Always Looking Up
by Michael J. Fox

3 Outliers
by Malcolm Gladwell

4 House of Cards
by William D. Cohan

5 The Yankee Years
by Joe Torre
and Tom Verducci

6 A Lion Called Christian
by Anthony Bourke
and John Rendall

7 The Lost City of Z
by David Grann

8 A Bold Fresh Piece of

Humanity
by Bill O'Reilly
9 Growing Up Again
by Mary Tyler Moore
10 Dewey

by Vicki Myron
with Bret Witter

— The New York Times

Navy rescue of captain a
reminder of the strength of
American spirit.

Opinion, page 3

PECULIAR FACT

MADISON, Wis. — A nurse
was called out of surgery so a
manager could tell her she was
being laid off. Dean Health said
the surgery was minor and the
patient wasn't affected, but
the manager who summoned
the nurse from surgery violated
medical protocol.

— Associated Press
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HONORS CONVOCATION

Event to host first student speaker

Elle Cahalan
Staff Reporter

In pursuit of a speaker for the Honors
Convocation, university officials did not
have to look far.

Addressing the topic, “Living a Face-
book Life in a Google World,” senior hon-
ors student Preston Swincher will be the
first student to ever be the featured speaker
at the Honors Convocation, a university
official said.

Ron Pitcock, assistant director of the
Honors Program, developed the idea to
select a student speaker. Pitcock said he is
constantly amazed at the intelligence of the
honors students he interacts with.

“I am regularly struck by the ways in

The online nursing program
adds two new majors.
Tomorrow in News

which they present their ideas, which led
me to believe that this was a possibility;’
he said.

Swincher, a senior entrepreneurial
management and musical theatre ma-
jor and honors student, was the winner
of the Honors Program’s first oratorical
competition. Pitcock chose the topic and
gave students the freedom to expand their
speech in any direction they wanted. The
competitors gave their speeches before a
panel of judges, who looked for a speech
with academic merit that would challenge
an audience, Pitcock said.

Swincher said he entered the oratorical
competition because he found the topic
of the Internet’s global and personal in-
fluence intriguing. He said he hopes his
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speech, titled “How the Internet Crashed
Our Party;” will get the audience thinking
about something they have never thought
about before.

“My speech is about how the Internet
is bringing everyone in the world closer
together in a global way and how that is
going to change the way we, as a consumer
society, relate to other nations and soci-
eties that are less fortunate than us,” he
said.

Swincher said he is more excited than
nervous to present his speech at Honors
Convocation.

“My performance experience has made
me unafraid to speak passionately about
something,” he said.

Nate Arnold, a senior business infor-

PARTY PEOPLE

For a slideshow of the tea
party protest, check out
DailySkiff.com.

v
Thousands gather to protest taxation

By Madison Morgan
Staff Reporter

A long time ago patriots took a stand
against overtaxation, and today American
citizens are repeating history and making
the same statement, Gov. Rick Perry said
in Fort Worth on Wednesday.

More than 5,000 people reverted to the
ways of American revolutionaries Wednes-
day evening by carrying out a “tea party”
protest at LaGrave Field.

Kelly J. Shackelford, chief counsel of
the Liberty Legal Institute, opened the
program and stated that this gathering
was activists’ tool to win the fight against
overtaxation.

“Why did the government pass the
stimulus package when two-thirds of the
American people didn’t approve of it?”
Shackelford said. “Our congressmen didn’t
even have time to read the entire bill; now
the Congressional Budget Office says that
the budget that Obama formed will triple
our national debt putting this strain on our
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JASON FOCHTMAN / Multimedia Editor

Thousands gathered at LaGrave Field, near downtown Fort Worth, for the Fort Worth “tea party”
protesting President Barack Obama’s policies Wednesday evening. The event was organized by the

Tarrant County Republican Party.

children and grandchildren?”

Perry said the lawmakers in Wash-
ington have forgotten the foundation on
which the United States was built on and
continue to erode its citizens rights while
they spend the citizens’ tax dollars and the
future tax dollars of their children.

“When government lowers taxes, it
encourages spending and private sector
growth,” Perry said. “We aren’t radical
right-wing extremists. We are fellow pa-
triots fighting for what is right”

Perry instructed the audience to take
out their cell phones and text “FED UP” to
95613 so that he could show Washington
just how mad the citizens of Texas were.

Perry said the numbers would be com-
piled in a database to act as a petition.

“In the words of Sam Houston, Texas
has yet to learn submission to any oppres-
sion,” Perry said. “We will not stand for our
pockets to be picked”

First-year elementary education gradu-

SEE RALLY - PAGE 2
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JASON FOCHTMAN / Multimedia Editor
Gov. Rick Perry walks onto LaGrave Field to a
standing ovation before addressing a crowd
of more than 5,000.

Juniors promote recreational reading

By Annie Cooper
Staff Reporter

Advances in the development of a
university-wide reading club hosted by
Project Junior Giveback keeps turning
its pages, planning to increase commu-
nity morale on campus, a student body
official said.

“One Book, One TCU” is a learning
project to foster a greater sense of commu-
nity on campus, revive the lost art of rec-
reational reading and provide a good read
to students, faculty and staff, said Matt

Dietrichson, a junior political science ma-
jor and student body vice president.

“People don't read for fun enough,”
Dietrichson said. “Wed like to promote
recreational reading as a community ef-
fort and hold discussions about topics
people aren't talking about”

The goal is to have the entire university
community reading the same book at the
same time, he said.

Dietrichson, co-chair of the Junior
Giveback committee, along with Mary
Boschini, a freshman premajor, formed
a committee of faculty, staff and student

representatives from multiple disciplines
such as the English department, Student
Development Services, Honors Program
and Inclusiveness and Intercultural Ser-
vices.

“The main criteria was they must be
avid readers,” Dietrichson said.

The committee meets about three to
four times per month to select a book and
brainstorm marketing ideas for the pro-
gram, he said.

The committee selected the book

SEE ONE BOOK - PAGE 2

Obama'’s proposed budget may replace
subsidized loans made by private universities
with government-funded student loans.
Tomorrow in News

Honors Convocation

Where: Ed Landreth Auditorium
When: 11 a.m.

Admission is free and open to all
students.

mation systems and marketing major and
honors student, said he is looking forward
to listening to a peer speak, especially on
the subject of technology.

“I think he will be able to relate to the
topic and to the students in the audience
better than an outside speaker would,” Ar-
nold said. “Having a student speaker really
highlights the hard work of the honors
students.”

COMPUTERS

University
considers

shutdown
policy

By Libby Davis
Staff Reporter

Despite a report that shows that shutting
down computers after hours could save the
university thousands of dollars, the uni-
versity is considering, but not pursuing, a
mandatory shutdown policy, a university
official said.

Bryan Lucas, executive director of Tech-
nology Resources, wrote in an e-mail that
there are about 3,500 student and classroom
computers on campus. The university has
not yet pursued the option of a mandatory
shutdown policy, he said. Based on infor-
mation from the report, doing so could save
the university up to $98,000 a year.

A company that shuts down 1,000
computers after hours can expect to save
$28,000 a year if the computers remain
shut down for about 14 hours, according
to a September 2008 report from 1E En-
ergy Awareness Campaign. 1E is a global
provider of Windows Systems Management
software and services solutions, according
to its Web site.

The report also stated that turning off
all company computers in the U.S. every
night would save more than $2.8 billion
annually.

“I think it would be inaccurate to attempt
to calculate savings in the same manner as
that report did,” Lucas wrote. “There are
variables such as PC power consumption
rate and electricity costs that are different
for our scenario”

Improved power management of the
university’s computers would likely save
money, and the university is searching for
ways to improve its power management,
he said.

Lucas was unavailable for further com-
ment.

According to the report, the 108 million
unused computers that U.S. companies
maintain are expected to produce 20 million
tons of carbon dioxide emissions in 2009, the
equivalent of about 4 million cars.

1E also announced in the report that its
program called NightWatchman automati-
cally places computers in hibernation mode
and saves open documents, reducing power
usage. NightWatchman, which is available
for all PC users, was first released in 1999.

Jon Hodgson, an associate with 1E, wrote
in an e-mail that NightWatchman has been
successfully employed at universities, not
including TCU, and can shut down an en-
tire network of computers down at a speci-
fied time.

“It is possible to set different power poli-
cies for different groups, buildings or even
sites,” Hodgson said.

Sue Ott, administrative assistant in the
school of music, said she shuts down her
computer as a safety measure.

“Nobody can get on here and take my
password,” Ott said.

Jonathan Brimmer, a senior accounting
major, said he shuts down his desktop ev-
ery night, but puts his laptop in hibernate
mode.

SEE COMPUTER - PAGE 2
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continued from page 1

ate student Courtney Steele said she
came to the rally to support the gov-
ernor and the values of fiscal conser-
vatism.

“It doesn’'t make sense to tax the
people that create jobs, and I think
it should be our choice as to which
people and which charities we want
to help and support versus who the
government feels needs it most,”
Steele said.

Steele said that in the field of edu-
cation it is hard to find people who
value the same things she does, so she
relies on her husband and other fam-
ily members to support her beliefs.

“My husband goes to work every
day and works hard to provide the life
we want for our daughter;” Steele said.
“With the level of debt we're getting
ourselves into, I don’t even know if it
will be paid off when she is my age”

Bernard “Tut” Bartzen, former TCU tennis center director and tennis coach, talks to a
reporter at the “tea party” rally on Wednesday. He said he hoped politicians in Wash-
ington would take notice of the rally.

Eagar said he would like to see more
students coming together and talking
about issues that don't just affect the uni-
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First-year MBA graduate student
Erin Johnson said she came to pro-
test the misuse of Americans’ tax
dollars.

“I hope that the silent majority of
fiscal conservatives raise their voices
and opinions come November 2010;”
Johnson said. “T hope that there are
some major changes in office”

Former TCU tennis coach Ber-
nard “Tut” Bartzen said he attended
the event to hear what Perry had to
say about high taxes.

“I think the country is going in the
wrong direction,” Bartzen said. “We
need smaller government, we need
smaller taxes and to enforce the laws
that are built into the Constitution
that guarantee our rights.”

Bartzen said the tea parties will
show that there are a lot of people
who feel the same way.

“Something like this is going to get
Washington to take notice,” Bartzen
said.

Similar rallies took place in hun-
dreds of cities across the nation
Wednesday, the final day for people
to file their tax returns.

James Riddlesperger, a political sci-
ence professor, said there were several
reasons for the tea parties’ popularity.
The first is that they provide a venue
to vent frustration, he said.

“People get to blow off steam, and
that’s not necessarily a bad thing in
politics,” he said.

The philosophy that the federal
government has grown beyond its
necessary bounds is popular, he said.
That, combined with the opportunity
for politicians to increase their public
profiles, has contributed to the hype
surrounding the events, he said.

Perry, who is running for re-
election in 2010 facing a primary
challenge from U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey
Hutchison, said Tuesday that he sup-
ports a resolution in the Texas Leg-
islature that affirms the state’s sover-

eignty under the 10th Amendment
to the U.S. Constitution. He said the
federal government had become op-
pressive in its size and interfered with
state affairs.

Perry has alluded to the amend-
ment, which affirms that the fed-
eral governments powers that arent
provided by the Constitution are re-
served to the states or the people, in
rallies across the state.

But when it comes to complaints
about taxes, using the 10th Amend-
ment as an argument doesn’t work,
Riddlesperger said.

“Tust read the Constitution,”
Riddlesperger said in reference to
the 16th Amendment, which gives
Congress the right to collect income
taxes. “I don't see how you can make
the argument about taxation when it’s
right there in black and white”

Editor-in-chief Max Landman
contributed to this report.

Man: Gummy snack came with tooth

Tuesday but will keep the title under
wraps until the fall semester.

Brett Major, a junior psychology ma-
jor and former student body vice presi-
dent, presented the idea of the service
project last year to the Junior Transi-
tions faculty and staff committee in a
contest.

Major said he was first inspired to
start a book club at the university after
he heard about “One Book, One Waco,”
a community reading effort initiated by
the Waco Chamber of Commerce and
hosted at Baylor University last spring.

Started by the Center for the Book,
which was established by Congress to
stimulate public interest in books and
reading in Washington, D.C., One Book
is a nationally recognized movement
that encourages the pursuit of educa-
tion and literacy, according to the Web
site for the Library of Congress.

Jason Eagar, a mentor for Junior Give-
back and director of student programs
and annual giving, said Major, along with
three other students, received $1,000 to
go toward their community projects.

versity but have global impact.

“Every person at TCU is connected
in some way to the outside world,” Ea-
gar said.

Samantha Siegel, a senior radio-TV-
film major from Fort Worth, said she
likes the idea of a campuswide read but
whether she will read will depend on
what book the committee picks.

Siegel said if it were up to her she
would want to get people to see the
world for more than what they know.

“I'would focus on seeing the world in
a bigger picture,” she said. “One of my fa-
vorite books is “The Alchemist’ by Paulo
Coelho. It’s about not being so focused
on the miniscule bubble that tends to
contract everyone in this school”

Dietrichson said One Book, One
TCU is building upon the prior One
Book models to distinguish itself from
the rest, while focusing on keeping costs
down.

“We are conjuring up ideas about
‘green’ programming and trying to figure
out ways of reusing old books,” he said.
“There is still much to be decided”

“I'suppose I shut down to reduce
power and prolong the life of the
computer;” Brimmer said.

The report distinguished be-
tween powering down a computer
and allowing it to hibernate. Ac-
cording to the report, a computer
that is shut down turns off all power
to the computer and cuts remote ac-
cess capabilities while a hibernating
computer reduces power use and
still allows for remote access. Re-
mote accessing allows a computer
to be accessed from another com-
puter by an employee, but it can
pose a security hazard because it
allows access to a computer that
hackers could take advantage of,
the report stated.

The report also stated that 32
percent of U.S. employees do not
know how to change the power set-
tings on their computers. Altering
power settings can allow a computer
to reduce power after five minutes
of inactivity during a workday, ac-
cording to the report.

By Ruth Sheehan
McClatchy Newspapers

RALEIGH, N.C. — How
much is a stray tooth worth?
Somewhere between $35 and
$35,000.

Or so hopes Shea Harris of
Raleigh, who discovered what
looks like a human tooth em-
bedded in the dinosaur-shaped
gummy fruit snack he was eat-
ing.

On the afternoon of Jan.
15, Harris, 25, purchased two
boxes of Kroger-brand dino-
saur fruit snacks on sale for
99 cents each. He was into the
third packet of the second —
working on a T-Rex, to be pre-
cise — when he felt something
hard in his mouth.

He spit out the partially dis-
solved orange chewy creature
— with what appeared to be a
human tooth still halfway em-
bedded in the head.

”

“I was freaked out by it
Harris said. “Tt was disgust-
ing”

He immediately hopped
into his car and headed back
to the Kroger where he bought
the snacks, and showed the
gummy and its apparently den-
tal cargo to the clerk. The store
wasn't much help. So Harris
called the toll-free number on
the box.

He eventually got a call back
from a customer service repre-
sentative for ConAgra Foods,
the massive food company that
produces the snacks.

“We take consumer com-
ments and concerns very se-
riously;” Stephanie Childs, a
spokeswoman for ConAgra,
told The News & Observer.

Harris was unimpressed.

“They offered me $35 or the
option of filing a claim,” said
Harris. He said he found the
amount insulting. “T told them

Id be filing a claim”

At first, Harris imagined
hed go through a lawyer to
collect big bucks. But none
of the attorneys he contacted
would take the case. Though
Harris worries about hidden
contagion, he hasn't suffered
any real harm from the admit-
tedly disgusting discovery rat-
tling around in his mouth.

ConAgra called in a claims
management firm, which had
the crunchy-chewy remains
of the T-Rex picked up on
Wednesday for independent
testing.

Harris doesn’t know what
will happen next. Even if the
object is not a tooth, he said, it
shouldn’t have been in a fruit
snack. He could have broken
a tooth.

So Harris has submitted
his own claim, along with a
letter seeking an apology and
$35,000.

TCU

jumpstart

ClASS OF 504

April 25, 2009
10:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.

Fort Worth Stockyards, Texas Cowboy Hall of Fame

Great Opportunity for you to network, explore and
get motivated for the future. The day will include
educational sessions on topics including graduate
school, internships, networking and interviewing.

Come Network with employers during lunch and
then listen to a motivational speaker who
demonstrates the power you have to shape your

future.

Join your fellow Juniors in the Fort Worth
Stockyards for a day filled with potential.

Register today at Career Services or at

www.careers.tcu.edu. Deadline to register Monday,
April 20th. A $50 fee will be charged to your
account. Scholarships are available, contact Career

Services for more information.

817-257-2222
Jarvis Hall

CAREER SERVICES

Texas Christian University

staff offices.
application form,

NATALIE glances at her co-workers,

It’s silent.

INTERIOR - TCU AD OFFICE, THE DAILY SKIFF - AFTERNOON

Eager Sales Rep and TCU student - NATALIE - waits for
the phone to ring.
Other sales reps occasionally eye the phone as well,
hoping it will ring.

The room is

and thinks

NATALIE
I have to get the next client. No matter
what it takes, the next time that phone
rings I WILL be the one who answers it.

I'm so close to my sales quota...

Yes! That new pizza place down the street
just told me in this email they’re going
full color ad for the
next two months! Yall know that means my
commission check will make me really happy.

to run a half-page,

r.bohler@tcu.edu.

Across the room, CHRIS screams joyfully. All eyes turn
to him.

CHRIS

CHRIS smiles, obviously pleased with himself. NATALIE rolls
her eyes and continues to scour the internet for
potential clients in the local area.

The room becomes silent again. The increased competition
between sales reps has become a war.
the most clients gets the dollars AND the bragging rights.

Just then, the phone rings, and startles everyone...Find
out if NATALIE will get to it first...

NOW HIRING SALES REPS AT THE SKIFF

Job applications are available @ www.dailyskiff.com/jobs/ or in
Application packages should include (1) a completed
(2) a one-page personal statement regarding your
interest in the position, and (3) a one-page resume.
cation packages to Student Publications Director Robert Bohler at

The sales rep with

tense.

to herself.

Email appli-
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OPINION

The Skiff View

Bill would diversify
admissions

automatic admission allocated for top 10 percent high school

l :or years, the Texas Legislature has been working to eliminate the

graduates into Texas public universities.
Now, since the bill for limiting the amount of incoming freshmen
into colleges based on their rank in the top 10 percent has passed
through the Senate, it seems as if the proposed legislation is finally get-

ting somewhere.

The bill, which was passed in the Senate on March 25 and currently
awaits House of Representatives approval, would limit state universi-
ties to admit no more than 60 percent of their incoming freshman class
based on their rank in the top 10 percent of their high school class.
Although students who do well enough to rank in the top 10 percent of
their high school class should be rewarded, the current legislation does
little to help universities hoping to diversify their student bodies.

Under the current legislation many qualified prospective students are
being turned away simply because they did not rank high enough at an
institution where rank varies from high school to high school based on
the number of students in the graduating class.

According to an article in the Dallas Morning News, 81 percent of
incoming freshmen at the University of Texas at Austin were automati-
cally admitted into the university under the top ten percentage require-

ment.

The new bill will allow universities to examine other factors that
don’t always get reflected into the qualifications of making the top 10
percent. The student who did well on his or her SAT, the athlete who
excelled in extracurricular activities, a talented artist or even the person
who could only make it to the top 10.6 percent of his or her class are
all prime examples of prospective students who have been or will be
overlooked if the current legislation is not altered.

News editor Rose Baca for the editorial board.
The Skiff View represents the collective opinion of the editorial board.

LGBTQ community should
define its interests

In a recent letter to the editor, James
Scarberry, class of TCU ’59, wrote “it has
come to my attention that there will be
gay living quarters on campus, sanc-
tioned by the university.” This, Scarberry
argues, is an action taken by the univer-
sity that serves as “an accommodation to
immoral living”

I think it is safe to say that the mem-
bers of the administration and the board
of trustees are, or at least should be,
primarily concerned with the accommo-
dation of the students of Texas Christian
University.

Many parents and students who pay
tuition despite the rising costs would
agree that the university has an obliga-
tion to accommodate its students, all of
them, regardless of race, gender, age or
sexual orientation.

If Mr. Scarberry were to read the Vision
in Action Project Report, he would find an
emphasis on community and diversity.

This report states that “the TCU un-
dergraduate experience should consist of
... a connection to the diverse communi-
ties to which we belong?”

The report explains that the “TCU
undergraduate experience shall include
diversity of every kind” which would
produce, as a result, “students who em-
brace individuals from various cultures,
ethnicities, economic, and political
backgrounds, and anyone ‘different’
from themselves”

I applaud the university’s efforts
in defining a commitment to such an
undergraduate experience. By doing so,
the university made a commitment to
promote a distinct and welcoming com-
munity, a community of Horned Frogs.

The emphasis on community and di-
versity strengthens the student commu-
nity and, thus, the university as a whole,
in its character.

It is this goal that led the Student
Government Association to approve
legislation expressing support for the
creation of a resource center for LG-
BTQ students. But, in that same inter-
est of community, I feel that providing
separate housing for LGBTQ students
would counter the principles defined
by the university’s mission statements
and commission. However, it is not
my place to define the interests of the
LGBTQ community. Rather, the Gay-
Straight Alliance and the LGBTQ com-
munity must determine what is in their
best interest.

The question of whether or not a
policy provides “accommodation to
immoral living” is not the type of ques-
tion SGA, university officials and the
members of the board of trustees are in
a position to entertain.

As a professor of mine once said,
“morality is one thing, law is another,”
which means that law and policy are,
and should be distinct from personal
morality. Principles of law and the uni-
versity’s own mission statements should
drive policy within the university.

No matter one’s opinion regarding the
moral stature of homosexuality, I think
we can all agree that LGBTQ students at
the university are students who deserve
recognition as such. That is a simple
fact, one which should always be held in
consideration as the university proceeds
to deal with this issue.

Lance A. Webb is a junior philosophy and
political science major from Saginaw.
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Wayne Stayskal is an editorial cartoonist for the Tampa Tribune.

State sovereignty must be respected

MARGARET FOLAND

The United States was formed on the
basis of each state having its own sover-
eignty.

This fact is not new. In fact, it was a
founding principle clearly outlined in the
Declaration of Independence in 1776.

Our Founding Fathers agreed that
each state would have the ability to make
its own laws and carry them out, with a
central government uniting all the states
and keeping them together, while mak-
ing federal laws that would not overshad-
ow the 10th Amendment.

The 10th Amendment of the Ameri-
can Bill of Rights plainly dictates that the
federal government shall not overstep its
bounds and take control away from any
of the states within the union, therefore
sovereignty would remain intact.

Unfortunately, one bill that President
Barack Obama wants to pass would dis-
place this fundamental right by breaking
the contract that bound the states to the
union.

Twenty-one states, including Texas,
have declared states rights since Obama
was elected.

Bryan Hughes, a republican legislator
from Mineola, introduced a bill to the
Texas Legislature this term that would le-
gally declare Texas an independent state
from the US.

The state of Texas was its own country
before it was annexed by the United
States in 1845. This treaty stated that we
would join the Union with the notion
that our state would retain sovereignty,
with local authority not to be imposed
by the federal government but by state
officials.

Some may not realize that this is the
reason why our state flag can fly at the
same height as the United States flag, and
our state is the only state in the Union
able to do so.

This is history in the making, as we
witness states declaring and passing these
resolutions, which have never been nec-
essary in the past.

Its something that states have threat-
ened to do but never carried out.

Normally, it’s advisable to try to re-
main fair and balanced in politics, but
it seems that we have gotten to a point
where independence is necessary to
remind the federal government that they
don't have the power, and we won't be
imposed upon with socialist values.

Margaret Foland is a junior theatre
major from Arlington.

Obama’s dog didn’t warrant coverage

VLORA BOJKU

In one of the top headlines of the
week, President Barack Obama finally
fulfilled his campaign promise to his
daughters and welcomed a new dog
into the family.

News broadcasts, Web sites and
even the blogosphere are on full blast
about the newest Obama in the White
House. One headline proclaimed,
“The wait is over”

Seriously, is that what we've come to
as a media-loving country to the point
where getting a dog is headline news?

Scrutinizing first lady Michelle

Obama’s wardrobe for every appear-
ance was a little over the top, but this
just takes the cake.

Articles concerning the dog include
details about the new walking arrange-
ments for Bo, play ideas, and even
questioning if the dog is a “left-winger””

Not to mention an Associated Press
article which stated, “now that Bo is
White House bound, (the) president
can get back to business.”

Some outlets are questioning the
choice of the dog.

The Obamas had promised to get a
dog from a pound, but Bo was a pres-
ent from Sen. Ted Kennedy.

This has activists in an uproar over
the roots of the dog, and whether or
not he was a rescued dog.

Does it really matter? If the Obamas
are happy with the dog and it fits in
with their family why should we care
where it’s from?

Aren’t there more important topics

to talk about?

We still have wars continuing on two
fronts and a defiant North Korea firing
off long-range missiles at will. Pirates
are taking hundreds of people hostage
aside from our one American captain.

Add onto that a faltering economy
and the pork spending in the bud-
get, and it seems like we should have
plenty of legitimate subjects to discuss
in the news.

It is quite silly that there are still
articles and segments devoted to the
new puppy popping up throughout
the week.

I hope you have better ways to pass
the time, but for those who do find this
to be irresistibly intriguing, you can
head over to newsvine.com and cast
your vote for or against the Obamas’
new dog.

Vlora Bojku is a junior business
major from Colleyville.

Seals’ rescue of American example of nation’s strength, intelligence

SXC. HU

JOHN ANDREW WILLIS

After five uneasy days, citizens of
the U.S. were relieved and overjoyed
Sunday to learn that Capt. Richard
Phillips of the Maersk Alabama had
been rescued from the four pirates
taking him hostage. One of the four
pirates — all of whom were between
17 and 19 years old — surrendered.
The other three were shot and killed
by U.S. Navy Seals shortly after.

According to news reports, the four
pirates and Phillips were bobbing in a
lifeboat about 50 meters from the de-
stroyer USS Bainbridge with an AK-47

assault rifle pointed at Phillips. Based
on news reports, when it was deter-
mined that the captain’s “life was in
imminent danger,” the Seals shot at the
pirates. Three of the pirates were killed
and Phillips was unharmed. The preci-
sion required to perform that opera-
tion is absolutely dumbfounding, and
speaks to the professionalism of the
U.S. government and armed forces.

While Phillips will rightfully be
hailed as a hero for enduring five days
on a lifeboat with Somalian pirates.
However, Phillips has said in reported
interviews that those who helped in
the rescue deserve the praise. Phillips
is quoted as saying in several news
stories, “I'm just the byline. The real
heroes are the Navy, the Seals, those
who have brought me home.”

Not very often do we hear of such a
smoothly executed operation between
a private corporation, the federal gov-
ernment, and our armed forces.

The freedoms we
enjoy allow us to be a
nation of professionals
and innovators, and
we owe a great debt
to our armed forces
for those freedomes.

We live in a very interesting time —
a time when it seems nobody can trust
anyone. A time when major CEOs and
their companies are ripping off their
customers and the government alike. A
time when our government refuses to
hold corporations accountable for their
unethical and unintelligent decisions.

Reports like the rescuing of Phillips
give hope for the future of America in
this very interesting time. The free-
doms we enjoy allow us to be a nation
of professionals and innovators, and

we owe a great debt to our armed
forces for those freedoms. While most
predictions for our future aren’t bright,
I firmly believe this nation has the
intelligence, will and determination to
weather the storm.

Clare W. Graves, in his Theory of
Adult Human Development, states that
“we are poised for an unprecedented,
momentous leap in our perspectives ...
and ways to deal with behavioral pat-
terns that now coexist or conflict with
... new limiting boundaries.”

A trio of U.S. Navy Seal snipers
shot and killed three pirates on a bob-
bing lifeboat 50 meters away, without
harming the American captain that the
pirates were threatening to kill. If that
isn’t an example of an unprecedented
way to deal with new limiting bound-
aries, I don’t know what is.

John Andrew Willis is a sophomore
environmental science major from Dallas.
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Donors pledge $324 million

to Haiti for storm recovery

By Jacqueline Charles
McClatchy Newspapers

WASHINGTON — Led by the
United States, foreign donors
and international financial in-
stitutions renewed their commit-
ment to a storm-ravaged Haiti on
Tuesday, pledging at least $324
million toward the country’s eco-
nomic recovery over the next two
years.

Donors made the pledge dur-
ing a daylong conference that
focused on better coordination
of international support for the
poverty-stricken nation.

“We have a long way to go to
complete recovery, said Haiti
Finance Minister Daniel Dorsa-
invil, clearly pleased. The bailout
from more than 20 nations and
international organizations “will
go a long way toward making
progress in people’s daily lives,”
he said.

The money is designed to help
build roads, fight drug traffickers
and generate up to 150,000 jobs
in the desperately poor Carib-
bean nation.

While the Haitian government
got the money they needed to
plug a $125 million budget gap,
the final amount was still less
than the Haitian government
sought in the final plan they
presented — $946 million, in-
cluding $300 million for three
new roads.

But former President Bill
Clinton declared it “a good day
for Haiti” in a luncheon speech
hours after his wife opened the
conference with the first pledge
of the day — $57 million.

Secretary of State Hillary Clin-
ton told the opening session that
the United States’ commitment
was targeted at the priorities
outlined in the plan presented
to donors by the Haitian govern-
ment.

“What happens in Haiti af-

“What happens
in Haiti affects
far beyond the
Caribbean and
even the region.”

Hillary Clinton
secretary of state

fects far beyond the Caribbean
and even the region,” she said.
“Haiti is in danger of stalling.
This conference gives us all an
opportunity to reignite its path
to progress by working as a team
with Haiti at the helm?”

In an unusual but welcomed
gesture, she announced that the
U.S. government was giving $20
million toward a budget gap by
helping to service Haiti’s debt ob-
ligations. In all, donors pledged
$41 million toward the budget
gap.

The country pays about $4
million a month in loan repay-
ments.

At one point, the secretary of
state’s appeal sounded like a pri-
vate relief agency’s pitch: A do-
nation of $150, she said, could
send a single Haitian child to
school for a year. Or vaccinate
15 youngsters.

The meeting was held at the In-
ter-American Development Bank,
with some big-name support from
United Nations Secretary General
Ban Ki-moon and representatives
of France, Canada and Japan. They
were joined by the heads of the IDB,
the World Bank and the Internation-
al Monetary Fund.

The cash-starved, impoverished
nation of 9 million is still digging out
from last year’s four tropical storms
and hurricanes in the aftermath of
food riots that triggered a nearly
five-month political crisis.

“They are impatiently waiting
for signs of hope and can no longer
wait,” said Haitian Prime Minister

Michele Pierre-Louis. “We are tread-
ing on very fragile ground. If no ac-
tion is taken now, the consequences
will be catastrophic?

She stressed that her country was
ready to embark on a new partner-
ship with the international com-
munity.

Meanwhile, former President
Clinton called on donors to not just
give but to commit to better coordi-
nation of their efforts to help Haiti
break its cycle of poverty and depen-
dence. “If we can show the progress
with this money we can get more;”
he said.

He called the government’s plan
a good and focused one.

“They have a plan. They have the
determination to implement it,” he
said. “They have the ability to imple-
ment it but we can help them have
the capacity to implement it

The UN. secretary general and
the former president both visited
Haiti last month, a high-profile
mission that ended with a vow to
champion donors’ support.

Supporters and Haitian govern-
ment officials also called for better
coordination.

“We need to commit to different
ways of doing business and better
ways of collaboration,” Pierre-Louis
told donors. “We are committed to
improving the conditions for invest-
ments ... for the Haitian peasants.”

Pierre-Louis told donors that
their “engagement will help safe-
guard social stability. Overpopulated
urban areas in all major cities, espe-
cially in our capital, Port-au-Prince,
are filled with unemployed young
men and women whose future looks
absolutely grim.

“They are impatiently waiting
for signs of hope and can no lon-
ger wait”

Hillary Clinton is scheduled to
travel to Haiti on Thursday to meet
with Haitian President Rene Pre-
val before heading to Port of Spain,
Trinidad, for the Summit of the
Americas.
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Detainee calls television network
to protest Guantanamo treatment

By Carol Rosenberg
McClatchy Newspapers

MIAMI — A Guantanamo
detainee used his prison camp
telephone privileges to ring up a
reporter with the Middle Eastern
news network Al-Jazeera and com-
plain that he had been abused by
prison camp guards, the U.S. mili-
tary and network said Tuesday.

Mohammed el Gharani, whose
attorneys say he was captured at
age 14, in Pakistan, got the phone
privileges in Camp Iguana, a tran-
sitional holding site for detainees
awaiting release.

He is a citizen of Chad who re-
portedly grew up in Saudi Arabia
and was in Pakistan studying at the
time he was captured by security
forces, and turned over to the Unit-
ed States for interrogation.

US. District Judge Richard
Leon ordered el Gharani’s release
on Jan. 14 in a ruling that found
the Pentagon’s “mosaic of allega-
tions” did not justify his indefinite
detention as an al-Qaida suspect.
He has been held at Guantanamo
without charge since 2002.

Two weeks ago, the young el
Gharani could be plainly seen liv-
ing inside Camp Iguana, a razor-
wire-ringed compound where he
and 17 citizens of China, called Ui-
ghurs, await resettlement. Guards
say that Iguana has greater privileg-
es, including fast-food deliveries,
group prayer, sports and videos.

But el Gharani told Al-Jazeera,
according to a posting on the Web
site Tuesday, that he had been
beaten and tear-gassed in a prison
camp cell, an apparent reference to
his earlier captivity at Guantanamo
in a prison building where detain-
ees are held in steel and concrete
cells.

A prison camps spokesman,
Navy Lt. Cmdr. Brook DeWalt, said
there was “no evidence to substan-
tiate these claims and all credible
allegations are fully investigated.”

Moreover, the commander said,
Camp Iguana captives are entitled
to weekly family phone calls. El
Gharani called a relative’s “vetted
number;” and an Al-Jazeera report-
er apparently answered.

“We can’t actually control who
is on the other end of the line,”

he said.

President Barack Obama has or-
dered the prison camps emptied
of the 240 or so war on terror de-
tainees by Jan. 22. But the young
man was quoted by the TV news
channel’s English-language Web
site as saying the circumstances of
confinement had worsened.

“This treatment started about
20 days before Obama came into
power, and since then I've been
subjected to it almost every day,”
he was quoted as saying. “Since
Obama took charge he has not
shown us that anything will
change”

No detainee has been allowed to
speak to the media under ground
rules reporters must sign before
being given tours of the sprawling
prison camps complex.

DeWalt said this was the first
known prison camps news media
interview, even remotely, “because
we do not subject the detainees
to direct media access, interviews
and all that”

He said interviews are banned
under an interpretation of the Ge-
neva Conventions.

Analysts see mixed bag after promises
of transparency in earmark process

By David Lightman
McClatchy Newspapers

WASHINGTON — Want to
learn about the earmarks, the
federally funded local projects
that your member of Congress
wants to stick in the federal bud-
get?

It may not be easy. In fact,
it could be like looking “under
electronic rocks,” as one budget
watchdog group put it.

The earmark process, lam-
basted by both major presiden-
tial contenders during the 2008
campaign as a secretive and un-
seemly way of doing government
business, is supposed to be more
open this year.

Analysts see progress, but they
also see trouble.

“How many times does gov-
ernment do something the first
time and get it perfect? They
are making an effort,” said Wil-
liam Allison, a senior fellow at
the Sunlight Foundation, which
tracks earmarks. But, Allison
said, “It seems like some people
are going out of their way to hide
things”

Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives were told to post
their earmark requests on their
Web sites earlier this month. The
Senate’s deadline is mid-May. A
proposal must give the spending
amount, the proposed recipient,
the addresses and an explana-
tion of the project. Members also
must declare in writing that nei-
ther they nor their spouses would
benefit financially.

To find the 22 pages of ear-
mark requests from Rep. Hal
Rogers, R-Ky., one must find his
Web site, click on “On the Is-
sues,” then “Economic Develop-
ment and Job Creation.” Next, the
reader sees a long statement from
Rogers that starts with his high
school graduation in 1955 and,
after eight paragraphs, ends with
a link to his earmark requests.

“The congressman is in com-
pliance with both the spirit and
letter of the policy;” said spokes-
woman Stefani Zimmerman.
“Anybody who knows Congress-
man Rogers, knows that his mis-
sion for the district has always
been the same — to promote job
creation and economic develop-
ment. Our funding requests for

“A lot of people
are hiding

their disclosure
statements under
electronic rocks.”

Steve Ellis
vice president of Taxpayers
for Common Sense

2010, as every year prior, revolve
around those themes, so the
placement of our requests within
that section is both perfectly logi-
cal and simple to understand.”

On the Web site of Rep. Harry
Teague, D-N.M., a viewer must
click on “Open and Transpar-
ent Government,” a homepage
link that says nothing about
earmarks, only that one can
“Read about Harry’s dedication
to honesty and integrity” Inside
that category, though, you’ll find
Teague’s earmark requests.

Learning about requests
from Rep. Debbie Wasserman
Schultz, D-Fla., a House Appro-
priations subcommittee chair-
woman, required clicking first
on the “News and Media” sec-
tion, then clicking on “press re-
leases” and scrolling down. Her
spokesman, Jonathan Beeton,
said the request list had been
prominent on the homepage
until recently.

After McClatchy Newspapers
asked why the page was so diffi-
cult to find, Wasserman Schultz
put the press release back in a
prominent place on her Web
site. She plans to post a perma-
nent link to her earmarks on the
main page of the site within the
next week.

Still, this is hardly the kind of
transparency that House Demo-
cratic leaders or the Obama ad-
ministration promised.

“A lot of people are hiding
their disclosure statements un-
der electronic rocks,” said Steve
Ellis, the vice president of Tax-
payers for Common Sense, a
Washington watchdog group.

“We are working with mem-
bers to bring them into compli-
ance,” said House Appropria-
tions Committee spokeswoman
Kirstin Brost.

Controversy about the process
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has simmered in recent years be-
cause of news about projects such
as Alaska’s “Bridge to Nowhere,”
a $233 million earmark to help
fund a bridge to an island with
50 residents.

Most lawmakers, though, still
defend the practice of local ear-
marks, saying they understand
local needs best and that ear-
marking local projects in federal
spending bills is often their best
tool for making sure the projects
get money. Earmarks are also an
easy way for members of Con-
gress to show what they’ve done
for their constituents.

Executive branch agencies will
review the proposals and can rec-
ommend that Congress reject
earmarks they consider waste-
ful. Any earmarks directed at for-
profit entities will be subject to
competitive bidding.

To be sure, some congressional
home pages, such as that of Rep.
Greg Walden, R-Ore., announce
alink to his earmark requests in
big letters, and Appropriations
Committee Chairman David
Obey, D-Wis., has a big link to
“Wisconsin projects submitted
for consideration in FY 2010 ap-
propriations.” Others, however,
are harder to find.

The congressional instructions
don’t spell out how the earmarks
are to be presented on lawmak-
ers’ Web sites, and two kinds of
problems have resulted.

First is what Allison calls the
“spirit of euphemisms.”

The earmarks of House Speak-
er Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., are
found by clicking on “Commu-
nity Funding Requests.”

Rep. Kurt Schrader, D-Ore.,
calls earmarks “Investing in Or-
egon,” while Rep. Nita Lowey, D-
N.Y,, lists them on her “legislative
issues” page under “economic re-
covery and reinvestment.”

Pelosi aide Brendan Daly said
his boss uses “‘community funding
requests” because “that’s what they
are” Lowey spokesman Matthew
Dennis explained that the New
York congresswoman, who chairs
the State Department and foreign
operations subcommittee, said she
wanted to “put the requests for fed-
eral funding in a broader context
of all the work she’s doing”

A second problem is figuring
out which projects some legisla-
tors actually want. At least three
members of Congress list all re-
quests from constituents.

Chris Crawford, spokesman for
Rep. Jack Kingston, R-Ga., calls this
approach “maximum transparen-
cy; and notes that Kingston has a
link on his homepage that directs
readers to his efforts to overhaul
the earmark process. Jed Link, a
spokesman for Rep. Denny Reh-
berg, R-Mont., found that listing
everything helps encourage con-
stituent feedback.

Allison found such arguments
ridiculous.

“What they’re doing is get-
ting around disclosure,” he said.
“These are supposed to be re-
quests forwarded to the com-
mittee by members”
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South faces problem with rising cases of HIV/AIDS
New U.S. AIDS cases

The South accounts for more new AIDS cases each year than any other
part of the country, although the rate per person is higher in the Northeast.
Southern blacks have by far the highest AIDS rate in the region.

By Dahleen Glanton
Chicago Tribune

HENDERSON, N.C. — Sheila
Holt moved to this small town
from New Jersey two years ago to
take care of her ailing mother. But
as a former heroin addict with
HIV, she found that rebuilding
her life in the South was harder
than she had imagined.

She was shocked that the
wealth of services, such as hous-
ing, transportation and medica-
tions, available to her as an HIV
patient in Newark were lacking
in Henderson. In the North, she
said, people talked openly about
the disease without fear of repri-
sal. In the South, she could not
sit at the dinner table with her
family or talk to her neighbors
about the disease without the risk
of being shunned.

With no job and few housing
options in this rural area, she lived
for months in the basement of her
mother’s home, slipping upstairs
only when her stepfather was at
work. She eventually qualified
for Medicaid, which pays for the
10 medications she takes every
day. And she receives a disability
check that helps cover the rent for
her sparsely furnished apartment
tucked away on the backside of a
public housing complex.

In the eyes of many, including her
stepfather — a part-time minister —
HIV and AIDS are a sin, she said.

“People are scared in the South.
They don’t really understand that
this is a disease,” said Holt, 44,
who has begun to speak out about
HIV prevention to students and
other women. “They are either
too religious to open up or they

don’t want the stigma?”

It is an attitude that health care
professionals have battled for al-
most a decade while HIV/AIDS
skyrocketed in rural Southern
communities, particularly among
African-Americans. With too few
doctors, staggering poverty and
a history of inadequate AIDS
education programs, the South
is now home to half of the 1.1
million people living with HIV/
AIDS in the United States, ac-
cording to the Southern AIDS
Coalition, composed of health
professionals.

The Obama administration
said last week that it would re-
focus attention on HIV/AIDS in

“While the South
has faced a higher
burden of AIDS,
the bulk of the
available data do
not suggest that
the epidemic in the

South is worsening.”

Dr. Richard Wolitski
director of the CDC's Division
of HIV/AIDS Prevention

America, spending $45 million
over five years on television and
radio ads, transit signs and other
efforts to promote education and
prevention.

A new study by the Trust for
America’s Health found that dur-
ing the economic downturn, Mid-
western and Southern states are
receiving the least federal fund-

ing from the U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention to
spend on public health, including
AIDS. Illinois, for example, re-
ceived $16.66 per person in 2008,
compared with $52.78 per person
in Alaska. And with most states
facing severe budget shortfalls,
health professionals fear public
health could take a hard hit.

“Some states have significantly
less money to engage in disease
prevention in their communities
and either the state will have to
make up the difference, which
is hard to do in these economic
times, or there will be harsh out-
comes,” said Jeff Levi, executive
director for the trust. “Without
equitable spending across the
country, where you live will de-
termine how well you live”

Levi said reasons for the CDC
funding disparities include lack
of money available to the CDC
and states’ failing to aggressively
apply for all available funds.

In 2006, the federal govern-
ment revamped the formula for
distributing Ryan White Pro-
gram funds, which significantly
increased the allocation of HIV/
AIDS money to the South. But
health care workers said they
still are catching up from years
of underfunding and are strug-
gling to provide the level of medi-
cal and support services to their
primarily low-income patients as
those in other regions receive. As
a result, they said, many patients
in the South lack adequate hous-
ing, transportation and access to
some medications.

“Certainly the $30 million
shifted to the South helped, but
we still have bigger problems,’

‘No cowards’: How ship’s

By Shashank Bengali
McClatchy Newspapers

MOMBASA, Kenya — As
the Maersk Alabama plowed
through the glassy waters of the
Indian Ocean early last Wednes-
day, the cargo ship’s 70-year-old
electrician sat in the cafeteria
with a cup of coffee, counting
the minutes to breakfast.

Suddenly, the ship’s alarm
sounded, shattering the morn-
ing calm. The electrician rose
with a start. It was, he reckoned
immediately, the scenario that
hed been warned about for
four months, ever since he set
off aboard the Alabama into
the most dangerous waters in
the world.

Four Somali pirates had
boarded the ship. On the deck
of the blue-hulled Alabama,
which was ferrying 17,000 tons
of food aid to East Africa, the
young pirates waved automatic
weapons at ship captain Richard
Phillips, the chief engineer and
at least two other crewmem-
bers. They demanded to know

only his first name, John, because
the crewmembers feared they
could be targeted for reprisals.

Maersk Line, the Norfolk, Va.,
ship owner, said that the USS
Bainbridge would bring Phillips
to Mombasa on Wednesday to be
reunited with his crew, and then
they’re expected to board a char-
tered plane to Andrews Air Force
Base in Maryland.

The crew said Phillips, 53, wasn't
the easiest man to work for. “He’s in
charge, and he wants you to know
he’s in charge,” said Ken Quinn, a
trim, middle-aged man from De-
troit. His weekly, taskmaster-style
drills, however, probably saved
them all.

Crewmembers shut down the
Alabama’s engine and killed the
electrical power, making it harder
to commandeer. They sunk the
pirates’ speedboat, though they
wouldn’t say how. John crawled
into hiding with several others in
the dark, sweltering engine room.

The “only redneck on board,
John, who lives in Lake Helen,
Fla., got his first seafaring job

nearly five decades ago aboard a
Polaris submarine. Gray-haired
and, of late, slightly potbellied,
he’s a proud owner of 87 acres of
lakeside Alabama country and is
a drawly, drawn-out storyteller in
the southern tradition. It was his
first hijacking, and before he set off
on the Maersk Alabama hed barely
heard of Somalia, never mind So-
mali pirates.

It was suffocating inside the en-
gine room — 130 degrees, he es-
timated. John tried to fan himself
with a scrap of cardboard, but that
just exhausted him more. And he
had no idea how long theyd have
to stay down there.

Two hours went by, and there
was a shot heard above. One of the
pirates had pressed an AK-47 rifle
into the forehead of the chief engi-
neer, a short, wiry Indian-Ameri-
can named A.T.M. Reza, and then
squeezed off a round about an inch
from Reza’s ear.

The pirates spoke just enough
English to make their intentions
known. “Tell us where they are or
I'll kill you,” one said to Reza.

said Kathie Hiers, former co-
chairwoman of the Southern
AIDS Coalition. “There needs to
be a better level of parity between
the states. The money should fol-
low the epidemic, but the way it
stands now, the cities get way
more per person than the rural
areas”

The CDC said urban areas, par-
ticularly in the Northeast, con-
tinue to experience the greatest
impact from AIDS. The North-
east had the highest AIDS case
rate per 100,000 in 2007 at 16.4,
followed by the South at 15.1. The
South, however, accounted for
46.4 percent of new AIDS cases in
2007 and has the greatest number
of people estimated to be living
with AIDS, according to a Kai-
ser Family Foundation analysis
of CDC data.

“While the South has faced
a higher burden of AIDS, the
bulk of the available data do not
suggest that the epidemic in the
South is worsening,” said Dr.
Richard Wolitski, acting direc-
tor of the CDC’s Division of HIV/
AIDS Prevention.

Dr. Michelle Ogle, director of
the Northern Outreach Clinic
in Henderson, has struggled to
serve patients with limited re-
sources. The recession has exac-
erbated the problem, as people
who are uninsured and barely
making ends meet often place
their medical needs on hold for
daily survival.

Ogle has spent eight years
working with HIV and AIDS
patients in this town of about
16,000. Her small clinic, nestled
out of sight in the rear of a med-
ical complex, is the only such
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Southern AIDS cases
by race
Rate per 100,000 population

African-American
s 65
Hispanic
19.6
White
7.6

American Indian
6.1

Asian/Pacific Islander

3.5

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Graphic: Chicago Tribune

facility in a 50-mile radius and
serves 50 to 100 patients a month
from surrounding counties.
“We are not just fighting HIV,
we are fighting a culture,” Ogle
said. “What is disturbing is that
we have women who don't feel
comfortable insisting that men use
condoms because they are afraid
he will leave and maybe he is pay-
ing some bills. They are victims of
poor education, low self-esteem
and they don't feel empowered.”
In the 12 years since she con-
tracted HIV through unprotected
sex, Jo Lee Cooper, one of Ogle’s
patients, has begun to talk openly
about the disease, but it was not
always that way. She used to laugh
with her co-workers about people
who had AIDS. And one day, she
showed up for work and someone
had posted copies of her medi-
cal records in the bathroom stalls
and public areas of the factory.

@ 2008 MCT

“You get up in the morning
and the last thing you do before
closing the door to go to work
is put on a mask. The laughter
was my mask,” said Cooper, 44.
“Now I'm not ashamed of it. I
know I made mistakes but I'm
human, and that’s something I
have to live with”

It was harder for her hus-
band, Michael Cooper, 50, to
accept because it brought at-
tention to the fact that he too
has HIV and was not ready to
go public. Recently, after years
of what he called “hiding in the
bottle,” he gave up drinking and
faced reality.

“I don’t know whether I gave
it to her or she gave it to me,”
said Michael Cooper. “It caused
some problems for us in the
past but now it doesn’t matter.
This is my sermon now, and I'm
taking better care of myself”

crew fought off attackers

Reza agreed to lead one of the
teenage pirates below deck. But be-
fore they reached the engine room,
another crewmember stepped out
from behind them and jumped
onto the pirate. Reza stabbed the
Somali’s skinny hand with an ice
pick and they hauled him into the
engine room.

The pirate was pushed to the
floor. A boot was jammed into
his neck. He gasped for breath
and seemed to pass out. Some-
one jerked him up from the floor,
and he coughed back into con-
sciousness.

“If any of our crew gets killed,
Id have killed him,” John said of
the pirate. “I wanted my pound of
flesh” But Reza reminded them
that the pirate could be a bargain-
ing chip.

Many more hours passed. John
unbuttoned his shirt to his navel
in a futile attempt to get some air.

He glanced over from time to time
at the pirate, who was tied up and
now lying very still.
“I thought, at least he’s more un-
comfortable than me,” he said.
Theyd spent 12 hours down
there when, finally, they were
summoned to the deck. Phillips
had offered himself up as a hos-
tage in exchange for the captured
pirate and climbed into one of the
Alabama’s 28-foot lifeboats, now
bobbing alongside the ship. True to
character, he was yelling at his crew
to fill the boat with water and fuel
so he could come back aboard.
“What the hell took you so long
to get here?” Phillips shouted.
The deal was that the crew would
lower the injured pirate into the
lifeboat in a harness, and Phillips
would climb aboard. But the pirate
surprised the crew by jumping into
the lifeboat. “Let’s go!” he said, and
the pirates shoved off with Phillips

in custody.

It would be five days before
they would hear from him again.
On Monday, the morning after
Phillips’ rescue, first mate Shane
Murphy, 33, said the crew had “an
extremely emotional” phone con-
versation with Phillips.

“Everyone you see here today
has captain Phillips to thank for
their lives and their freedom,”
Murphy said.

There were other heroes, of
course. Take Reza, the middle-
aged father who stabbed the pirate’s
hand. That wound eventually be-
came infected, forcing the pirate to
ask U.S. sailors to board the USS
Bainbridge for medical care Sun-
day, hours before the Navy assault
killed his three comrades.

The young man remains in mili-
tary custody and could face charges
in the U.S. — the only pirate alive
to tell his side of this story.

the whereabouts of the others,
whod gone into hiding as Phil-
lips had trained them.

Twelve nerve-rattling hours
later, the pirates had left in a life-
boat with Phillips as a hostage,
but the crew of 19 — a motley,
only-in-America bunch hail-
ing from places as far away as
India, Poland and Detroit —
had joined wills to thwart the
first attempted hijacking of an
American vessel at sea in at least
two centuries.

In the rash of pirate attacks
in the waters off Somalia, this
is thought to be the first time
that a crew successfully fought
off a hijack attempt. More than
40 ships were hijacked last year,
and four more were captured
Tuesday, along with some 60
hostages.

The Alabama’s crew steered
their ship to Mombasa, Kenya,
and on Sunday, U.S. Navy sharp-
shooters aboard the USS Bain-
bridge destroyer killed three pi-
rates on the lifeboat, rescuing
Phillips after more than 100
hours in captivity.

“There were no cowards on
that ship,” said the electrician,
who asked to be identified by

ame is Tyler,

and in nine years

Kids who drink before age 15 are 5 fimes
more fikely to have alcohol problems
when they're adults.

START TALKING
BEFORE THEY

START DRINKING

To learn more,
g0 to www.stopalcoholabuse.gov
or call 1.800.729.6686

(1l be an alconolic.

Need 2
summer

We are looking for out-going

part-time leasing position.
Must be available for summer

Iford@assetcampusproperties.com

students for a

and some weekends.
E-mail:

or call 817-923-9700

SOUTH UNIVERSITY

CENTRE

$10 off any express wax
includes super clean

with TCU ID
[finsworh (belined Univarsiy Park SErdouds & [0k o B17.8888274

o Windshield Repair

o Free Internet for Customers
© Free Car wash with Oil Change
o Fast Full Service Car Wash

© Gas Pumps

o Free wash every 10th visit
o Transmission Flushing

o ,8hr Rain check
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Failed, failed, failed.

And then...

| PERSISTENCE

Pass It On.

THE FOUNDATION FOR A BETTER LIFE
www.forbetterlife.org

5x10 Climate Controlled
Brand New Facilities

Office Hours
Mon.-Sat. 9-6
Sunday 12-5

Free Lock
No Admin Fee

Only $120 for 4 Months

Location Info

_Gate Hours
7 Days a week
6am- 10 pm

Republic Self Storage 7201 North Freeway * Fort Worth TX * 817-232-7883

www.unitedstorall.com
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Nash has Red Wings’ number

By George Sipple
Detroit Free Press

DETROIT — The Red Wings
know well the goal-scoring potential
of Columbus Blue Jackets forward
Rick Nash.

Three of Nash’s four career hat
tricks have come against the Wings,
including two this season.

“You have to know where he is all
the time,” said Red Wings captain
Nicklas Lidstrom. “You can’t let him
get a step on you, because he’s a big
man and he’s good at knowing where
you are if you're leaning on him.

“He’s got a knack of finding the
back of the net. He's a very good goal-
scorer.”

Nash scored shorthanded, on the
power play and at even strength in a
3-2 shoot-out win over the Wings on

FOR

continued from page 8

slow and there is not enough
action. But those “fans” don’t
appreciate all the thinking
and precision that goes on
before every pitch and how
difficult it is to decide in
just a fraction of a second
whether a pitch is a ball or
strike, then to tell your body
to swing.

That’s why hitting a base-
ball was rated as the most
difficult thing to do in all of
sports by USA Today in 2003.

It’s the oldest organized
sport in America, dating
back to the 1840s, and when
America has been down over
the years baseball has been
there to get this great country
back on its feet.

And with everything going
on in America these days, we
all need to take a night out to
the ballpark and forget about
our worries for a little while.

Billy Wessels is a senior
news-editorial journalism
major from Waxahachie

Jan. 27 and scored three unassisted
goals in an 8-2 victory in Detroit on
March 7.

Nash, 6-feet-4, 218 pounds, had
no goals, no assists and a minus-4 in

“You know, I've never
played in a playoff
game in the NHL.

I'm sure it's going to
be a lot tougher.”

Rick Nash
Columbus Blue Jackets forward

the other four games played against
the Wings this season.

Nash, the first overall pick in the
2002 draft, has 21 goals, 16 assists and
37 points in 38 career games against

AGAINST

continued from page 8

made an immeasurable impact
on baseball and its fans. I hope
the recent Alex Rodriguez (who
makes nearly $170,000 per
game) scandal will mark the de-
finitive end to this dark time for
the once-great sport. But current
players who were connected to
the scandal will continue to cast
a shadow on baseball until they
finish their careers.

Football leapfrogged baseball
as America’s new pastime several
years ago. Whether it’s at the
high school, college or profes-
sional level, people in this coun-
try can't get enough gridiron
action. The same can't be said
about baseball as its popularity
continues to plunge in the op-
posite direction.

Baseball just isn't what it used
to be in America. Only time
will tell if it’s too late to breathe
new life into the dying, mangled
sport.

Sports editor Michael Carroll
is a senior news-editorial
journalism major from Coppell.

the Wings.

“I've had some success in the past,
but this is a new season now; Nash
said on a conference call Monday.
“You know, I've never played in a
playoff game in the NHL. I'm sure
it’s going to be a lot tougher. It's going
to be quite the challenge for every-
body on our team to score against a
team like that”

Nash scored 40 goals this season
and set career highs with 39 assists
and 79 points.

The Wings obviously have the up-
per hand on the Blue Jackets in terms
of playoff experience. But Babcock
pointed out that the Jackets will
have a different way to look at the
matchup. “There’s nothing wrong
with youthful enthusiasm,” Babcock
said. “They’ll be pumped up, ready
to go”

FOOTBALL

continued from page 8

beneficial for players filling in
for the departed seniors.

The team is also stocked with
backups at nearly every posi-
tion. Senior tackle Nic Rich-
mond, sophomore tackle Jeff
Olson and junior guard Zach
Roth all provide quality depth
incase of injury or poor play.

Overall, the Frogs’ O-line
should shape up nicely as Sep-
tember draws near.

Replacing Schlueter’s leader-
ship and ability will be difficult,
but there are several up-and-
coming big men on the roster
who will have a chance to so-
lidify the line in 2009.

Matching or surpassing the
success of the 2008 O-line will
be vitally important for a team
looking to improve upon last
season’s triumphs.

Starters lost: C Blake Schlu-
eter, OG Giles Montgomery

2009 projected starters: LT
Marshall Newhouse, RT Mar-
cus Cannon, LG Kyle Dooley,
RG Josh Vernon, C Jake Kirk-
patrick

------
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West Virginia's Pat White (5) runs up the sideline in the first quarter in the Meineke Car Care Bowl at Bank of America Stadium
on Dec. 27, 2008, at Bank of America Stadium in Charlotte, N.C.

Teams turn to new formation

By Randy Covitz
McClatchy Newspapers

Even in the copycat world
of the NFL, Miami coach Tony
Sparano was surprised how many
teams imitated the Wildcat for-
mation the Dolphins introduced
last season.

The Dolphins, after starting
the season with two losses, were
in a fit of desperation when they
installed a package that called for
the ball to be directly snapped to
running back Ronnie Brown in
certain situations. He responded
by rushing for four touchdowns
and passing for another in a
shocking upset of New England.

Brown threw only two more
passes the rest of the season, but
the threat was there. And other
teams broke out their versions of
the Wildcat.

“I wish I had a dollar for every
person who ran it;” Sparano said.
“But I was surprised only because
we knew when we rolled it out dur-
ing the course of the New England
week, that you're taking a chance.

“We also knew that, hey, this
might be a two-play deal. We
might go out there for two plays,
and if it backfires or it doesn't
give us the look that we wanted,
maybe we don’t see it anymore.
We were able to go with it a little
bit longer. But to see other people
running it, that surprised me a
little bit?”

Now, with the NFL draft ap-
proaching, teams are looking
at players with the Wildcat in
mind.

“There are a lot of those kinds
of players out there, the potential
Wildcat guys, whether they’re dif-
ferent positional players that have
the skill to run the football that
maybe have thrown the football,”
Sparano said.

Some of those Wildcat can-
didates are running backs. And
two of the most intriguing pros-
pects are West Virginia quarter-
back Pat White and Rice tight
end James Casey.

White, a 6-foot, 197-pound
lefty, considers himself a quar-

terback and not a running back
or slot receiver or any other posi-
tion for which some teams may
be considering him. The only
quarterback to ever win four bowl
games as a starter, White also
earned MVP honors as a quar-
terback at the Senior Bowl.

“I'm still working to be a quar-
terback, and until somebody tells
me ‘No, I am going to continue

“Pat White gives
your defense a
lot to think about.
You can use him
for seven to 10
plays in a game
as a conventional
quarterback, not
just a Wildcat
quarterback. He
goes far beyond
that type of
quarterback.”

Mel Kiper
draft analyst

to,” White said. “I also want to
keep my options open and the
best opportunity to play foot-
ball ... and do whatever is best
for me.

“I think the implementation of
the Wildcat and other spread sys-
tems will definitely help me out
because of the style of offense we
ran at West Virginia”

Whites time of 4.55 in the 40-
yard dash was the fastest among
all quarterbacks at the NFL scout-
ing combine, as was his leap of 35
inches in the vertical jump. ESPN
draft analyst Mel Kiper believes
White can take the Wildcat a step
further than running backs like
Brown and Oakland’s Darren
McFadden, a former quarterback
who ran the Wild Hog formation
as a collegian at Arkansas.

“Pat White can throw the ball,”

Kiper said. “Pat White gives your
defense a lot to think about. You
can use him for seven to 10 plays
in a game as a conventional quar-
terback, not just a Wildcat quar-
terback. He goes far beyond that
type of quarterback”

Both White and Casey are
former baseball players as well.
White, an outfielder, was a fourth-
round choice of the Los Angeles
Angels coming out of high school
in 2004 and was drafted twice
while in college. Casey spent
three seasons as a hard-throwing
but wild pitcher in the Chicago
White Sox organization before
playing seven different positions
at Rice, including quarterback,
holder, deep snapper and punt
returner.

Casey caught a Conference USA
single-season record 111 passes last
season, rushed for 240 yards and
threw two touchdown passes.

He has Wildcat written all over
him. At Rice, his nickname was
not Slash, but Thor.

“We had a ‘Thor package
when I came in at quarterback
and ran the ball, and it just kind
of stuck with me and guys called
me Thor;” Casey said.

“I think the Wildcat formation
is definitely something I'm suited
for. P'm experienced at it. I played
the receiver role. I'd come in on
third-and-short with how the
Wildcat is. I could also throw the
ball really well if need be to even
threaten the defense even more. I
think it's something I'm definitely
capable of doing if a team is will-
ing to give me a chance”

No doubt someone will, even
if Casey will be 25 years old as
a rookie.

“T like Casey;” said NFL Net-
work analyst Mike Mayock. “You
can line him up anywhere. He has
as good of ball skills as anybody in
the draft. He really can track the
football. And he can also throw the
football. He's a high school quarter-
back, he was a baseball player. You
can line him up in the Wildcat. I
don't think he’s as fast as ... a pro-
totypical Wildcat guy, but you can
line him up anywhere”

Amanda Geiger never saw the drunk driver.

Friends Don’t Let Friends Drive Drunk.

to by Michael Mazzeo

LOST DOG\?

Brown shorthair named “Coco”
Lost Monday near Trail Lake & Grandbury

REWARD IF
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I'll qualify

Don't guess whether
you qualify for the EITC.

Know.

There’s a lot to know about qualifying for the
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC). You need to work
and earn less than $34.692. If you have children,
they must meet three qualifying tests. And that's
just to name a few. But the most important thing
to know is you can get help figuring it all out.
Visit us on the web, call 1-800-TAX-1040 or ask
your tax preparer. When it comes to getting
help claiming everything you honestly deserve,
consider it done.

1.800.TAX.1040

2 DAILY SKIFF

Internal Revenue Service
www.irs.gov/eitc
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If you work in radio ad sales,
remember: EVERYTHING is monetizable..!
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Today in History

SUDOKU PUZZLE

TCU WOMEN’S TENNIS
FINALHOMEMATCH OF THE SEASON
FRIDAY AT 5:00PM
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Directions Wednesday's Solutions
Fill in the grid so ARRMEREAE
that every 3x3 box
rowandZqumn ' 117151818 21 fe s
. o 9 4 3|16 2|57 8
contains the digits 1 28 7123 110 56
through 9 without 52 1lo 4a6l3 8 7
repeating numbers. 6 39l5/7 8|41 2
3 9 4|7 2 5]8 6 1
See Friday’s paper 756[8 14|23 9
for sudoku and 8 12]6 9 3]7 45
crossword solutions. GET TIPS AND MORE SOLUTIONS
AT WWW.SUDOKU.COM

On this day in 1789, newly elected President George
Washington leaves Mount Vernon, Va., and heads for
New York, where he is sworn in as the first president.

— History Channel

Joke of the Day
Q: What's green and sings?
A: Elvis Parsely

TODAY'S CROSSWORD

Sponsored by:

NO RESUME...NO INTERNSHIP!

We can help. Call today to meet with an Advisor

or visit www.tcu.optimalresume.com

- CAREER SERVICES
Texas Christian University

817-257-2222  larvis Hall

www.careers.tcu.edu

ACROSS
1 Late-night name
4 Sharp-witted
9 O. Henry’s “The
Gift of the __”
13 Prop extension?
14 Taunts
15 Key that often
sounds gloomy
16 Windy City
superstation
17 Toxic defoliant
used in Vietnam
19 Charlie Parker’s
instrument
21 Novel type
22 Sings, so to

speak

23 Philosopher __-
tzu

25“As | see it in
e-mail

27 1930s Fred
Astaire partner 63

32 Rowlands of
“Another Woman”

35 Place for a stud

58

66

36 Tribute with a By Don Gagliardo 4/16/09
wink 68 Glue is one Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved
37 Siouan speaker
38 Study of rock DOWN o[KJ[L Is A[B[1 s[T[o[w
groups? 1 Scold R|E| I I|R|A[N A|H|S|O
40 Old touring car 2 Billiards player's [B[R|E[A[D|D|O[U|G L|A[H[R
41 2005 horror consideration - o|L|A|D[A AlT|E[S
sequel 3 Streisand title E|M|P w R M|S|A|T
43 Artist who worked role
on Hitchcock’s 4 Tennis greatwho [N OlUIN|S 1 E
“Spellbound” retired in 2006 G|O|L|D|E N[S|A
44 O.K.Corralname 5 Prefix with hertz E|L|L F|O|E|[S
45 Show runner 6 Alpine goat LIA|T R|O|U|G|H
48 ggtr)tain, for sure: 7 Sportscaster HlA A[R|G|U|E
r. Berman
49 LAX tower gp. 8 More than -er? GIAIR|G O[CIHIELS
50 Golden ___ 9 Address to a pal, E|B|O|A v E-
54 Actress Cusack in Pamplona N|OJU|S LIOJUIG|H
56 Don hastily 10 “Archie Bunker’s R[I|G|S U[S|E|S
58 “Adam Bede” Place” costar EILIH] Tlo|o|T
62 g%\g?gsntd-whlte Ll gztlae?;igﬁtlon n (c)2009 Tribune Media Servies, Inc. 4/16/09
supermarket logo 12 Anger 32 Tenet’s CIA 51 “Dallas” name

63 Perplexed 15 Hosp. scanner successor 52 Antisocial

64 “Lovergirl” 18 Skunk’s defense 33 French states elephant
vocalist__ Marie 20 '70s Olympics 34 “When pigs fly!” 53 Slow mollusk

65 Rapa __: Easter name 38 Donate, in 55 __ Khan
Island 23 Matt of “Joey” Dundee 56 Level

66 Yegg's thousands 24 Anatomical ring 39 Club appearance 57 Tegucigalpa’s

67 Letter appearing 26 “Mr. Triple Axel” 42 Overlooks country: Abbr.
only in down Brian 44 Logician’s 58 Comical bit
answers; its 28 Marlins’ div. connector 59 Summer in the
opposite 29 Skilled in 46 Nape growth cité
appears only in 30 Access ending 47 Livestock 60 Ordinal suffix
across answers 31 End identifier 61 Meadow

WARNING:
PROLONGED EXPOSURE TO
NOISES LOUDER THAN
85 DECIBELS CAN RESULT IN
PERMANENT HEARING LOSS.

350,000
PAID

GOLLEGE LOANS

TEXAS NATIONAL GUARD%:=
Www.1-800-GO-GUARD.com

ON YOUR

HOUSES FOR LEASE

Walk to Campus
1, 2, 3 and 4 Bedroom Homes Available
Completely Remodeled - All new!
Washer Dryers Included
Internet Ready & Alarm Systems
Pets Welcome
Leases timed with TCU semesters

For pics, floor plans and other info visit:
www.frogleasing.com

682-559-5134

Member-National, Texas & Tarrant Apartment Association -- TCU Alumni Owned & Operated

Mald Brlgade green-Clean

YOUR HOME. CLEANER. CERTIFI

TCU Move-out Cleaning Special!

Worried about getting your deposit back?
Let Maid Brigade come in and take care of the cleaning.

Millions of Americans expose themselves

to noise levels above 85 decibels for hours at
a time — the level audiologists identify as the
danger zone. Lawn mowers, sporting events,

live or recorded music, power tools, even

traffic and crowded restaurants can sustain
these levels. If you're around noises like
these for prolonged periods, you're risking
permanent hearing loss. For more on the 85
dB threshold, and ways to protect your
hearing health, visit ASHA.org.

KEEP AN EYE @ :
M ON vour EaRs R 2"

TRAFFIC TICKETS|

Defended in Fort Worth, Arlington,
Richland Hills, Benbrook, Crowley,
Hurst, Euless, Grapevine, and
elsewhere in Tarrant County.

*No promises as to results.

*Any fine and any court costs
are not included in fee for legal
representation.

James R. Mallory
Attorney at Law
3024 Sandage Ave.

Fort Worth, TX 76109-1793
817.924.3236

www.JamesMallory.com

Tuesday - Friday 11 a.m. - 2 a.m.
Saturday 12 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Sunday 12 a.m. {il...

LUNCH AND HAPPY HOUR DAILY

Full menu at www.the-aardvark.com

Thursday: Nelo & Josh Tatum
Tickets @ www.frontgatetickets.com

Friday: Garrett Heinrichs, Jay Hollis
& High Noon Harvest

Saturday: The Vatican Press, PVC Street
Gang, Krankenhaus & The Ones You Loved

2905|WestiBerryStreet
Fort{Worth\TXy76;109

Available for private parties

Save $30!

On Your Move-out Cleaning
XXNP0030D1

Some restrictions apply.

Call today for
your free quote

817-263-9300

Owned & operated by TCU Alumni
http://greaterftworth.maidbrigade.com

35¢ PERWORD PER DAY
45¢ PER BOLD WORD PER DAY
www.tcudailyskiff.com/classifieds 70 PLACE YOUR AD

([ DALY S

HELP WANTED

SPORTS-MINDED PART-TIME JOB
$20.00-$25.00/Hour Very Flexible Schedule.
Evenings & Weekends Available. Next to TCU
Campus, Top Gun Promotions 817-546-3905 HOUSES FOR RENT Walk to campus. 14

TCU AREA HOUSES 4 rent close to campus.
Call Alex @ 817.808.1400 817.870.9750

IGET PAID CASH AND REWARDS to take online  bedrooms. W/ D included. Pets welcome. For
kurveys. www. CashToSpend.com pics & more info visit: www.frogleasing.com or

http://www'myspace'com/theaardvarkrocks

CHILDCARE NEEDED Fall and Summer. One ¢! 823393134
block from campus. References required. Contact
Dave at: 817.253.5240

FOR SALE

CONDOS FOR SALE

Skyrock Condos--The Coolest Address at

TCU! 2-4 bedroom floorplans. Brand new,
roof-top deck, and luxury interiors. Prices

start at $350K. Call 214-507-5380. Only

22 available. One of a lfind:.4 not'hing like it Skiff Adve rtiSing
ARTHOUSE AT SO7 CONDO Loft- 817-257-7426

like, bright and airy 1BR 1.5B $250,000. H H
ke, bright dailyskiff.com

TCU efficiency garage apartment.
$425 +utilities. Available now.
Contact Jason 817-312-8769 or fotofrog98@

hotmail.com

HOME & DUPLEX’S FOR LEASE
3/2 and 2/2. Walk to TCU. Pets welcome.
817.692.9263
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ANALYSIS 2009 FROG FOOTBALL PREVIEW

BLOCK PARTY

PAIGE McARDLE / Design Editor
Offensive linemen participate in blocking drills during a spring practice earlier this year. The
Frogs will return three of their five starters from the 2008 squad but will have to make up for

the loss of All-Conference center Blake Schlueter, the line’s anchor the past three seasons.

Three of five starters return to O-line

By Michael Carroll
Sports Editor

If a team can’t win the battle in the
trenches it doesn’t matter who it has
catching, running or throwing the
ball. Offensive linemen don’t play
a glamorous position, but they can
be the difference between winning
and losing.

In 2008, the Frogs’ O-line paved
the way for the team to have one
of its greatest statistical seasons in
school history. The Frogs set school
records for points scored with 437

and touchdowns with 56. The team
was also 12th in the nation in rush-
ing at 220.2 yards per game.

Anchoring last year’s line was
three-time All-Conference selec-
tion Blake Schlueter. The center has
a chance to be drafted next weekend
after an impressive pro-day workout
last month.

Junior center Jake Kirkpatrick is
expected to fill the void for the de-
parted Schlueter. Kirkpatrick spent
the last two seasons in a reserve role
and has had plenty of time to learn
the position and watch one of the
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Position previews

Defensive line: Tuesday
Linebackers: Wednesday
Secondary: April 23
Special Teams: April 24

nation’s best.

The Frogs also lost starting guard
Giles Montgomery. Junior Josh Ver-
non, a 6-foot-2-inch, 295-pound
guard from Irving is slated to take
over the vacant spot on the line.

Returning to the starting lineup
will be senior tackle Marshall New-
house, junior tackle Marcus Cannon
and sophomore guard Kyle Dooley.
The three were part of a line that al-
lowed just 18 sacks in 13 games last
season. Their experience should be

SEE FOOTBALL - PAGE 6
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See how the Flyin’ Frogs are preparing
for this weekend'’s TCU Invitational.
Tomorrow

POINT ¢ COUNTERPOINT

Still America’s pastime?

Country’s oldest sport
still worthy of pastime tag

I want you to close your eyes and
think about America.

What comes to your mind? Maybe
the Statue of Liberty, apple pie or frozen
burritos.

Only one thing comes to my mind.
Baseball.

The numbers show that our nation’s
pastime is becoming about as popular as
Savage Garden, but I still would rather
watch a baseball game than do anything
else.

| still would rather
watch a baseball game
than do anything else.

I will admit that football — and un-
fortunately, basketball — are becom-
ing more popular than our pastime, but
baseball touches more lives than those
other two sports.

There are 30 major league teams, plus
each one of them has at least four minor
league clubs. All of those teams has at
least 25 men on a roster. Meaning at
least 3,750 are involved in professional
baseball, while football and basketball
don’t have minor league systems outside
of the NBA Development League.

Plus, if you ask people what they did
during the summer when they were 8,
they will tell you they played little league
baseball.

People will tell you the game is too

SEE FOR - PAGE 6

Baseball ruined by steroid
saga, lack of likable players

Baseball and America. Once upon a
time the two went together like peanut
butter and jelly. But while the combina-
tion of peanut butter and jelly continues
to make one heck of a tasty sandwich,
baseball has quickly lost its sweetness in
this country.

Gone are the days when baseball was
filled with courage, classic moments and
heart-stopping heroes. In its place stand
men who earn more money in one at bat
than millions of people in this country
make in a year.

All of the classic elements of the
162-year-old sport remain intact, but
baseball just doesn’t feel the same way it
used to. People don’t seem to care about
it like they once did. And players seem to
care even less.

Blame the Yankees, the enormous con-
tracts, the unlikable stars or the money-
grubbing owners. The number of existing
reasons to hate the sport far exceed the
number of reasons to love it.

While not solely responsible for base-
ball’s demise, the steroid era’s effect on the
sport cannot be overlooked.

The drama of the past two decades
made an immeasurable impact on base-
ball and its fans. I hope the recent Alex

SEE AGAINST - PAGE 6

\2‘ Which side are you on?
Go to DailySkiff.com

and cast your vote.

EXTENDED ED

IS OFFERING TEST PREP COURSES FOR THE

GAMAT, GRE & LSAT

TAUGHT BY EXPERTS,
COMPREHENSIVE
COURSES ARE 8-10

EXARAS

SCHEDULE.

GRMAT:

© PR\ - GPAR
8 SESSIONS

$849 [ AFTER DISCOUNT )

SESSIONS IN LENGTH

£ ARE PRICED WELL
BELOW OTHER
PROVIDERS. PLUS,
TCU FACULTY,

GIRE:

6P - 9PRA
8 SESSIONS

STAFF £ STUDENTS

GET AN ADDITIONAL
DISCOUNT!

TOU
Entended

LSAT:
TUES/THURK, 4/23-6/4
{NOCLASS 4/30,5/5, 5/
o8N - GPRA
[0 SESSIONS
384G ( AFTER DISCOUNT )

TUES/THURS, 6/9-1/2

ANON/WED. 6/8 - 1/1

$749 (AFTER DISCOUNT )

WHY GO ANYWHERE ELSE?
REGISTER ONLINE AT
WWW LWFELONGTCU.EDD
OR CALL 817-257-T7132

LOOK WHO IS

TURNING HEADS...

SOUTH UNIVERSITY

CENTRE

LUXURY STUDENT HOUSING

3517 S. University Dr. Fort Worth, Texas 76109
817.923.9700 www.SouthUniversityCentre.com

LEASING CENTRE ==

NOW OPEN

3515 Bluebonnet Circle * Fort Worth, TX 76109

Individual Leases

Weight & Fitness Studio
Business Center

Washer/Dryer in each unit

Fully Furnished Common Areas
Great Location

Swimming Pool

Fully Gated

FREE Tanning Beds

FREE Internet & Cable

in every unit!





