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start a cricket club on campus.
Sports, page 6

TOP iTUNES DOWNLOADS

1 Boom Boom Pow
by Black Eyed Peas

2 Poker Face

by Lady GaGa
3 Right Round
by Flo Rida
4 The Climb

by Miley Cyrus

5 Kiss Me Thru the Phone
by Soulja Boy Tell ‘Em feat.
Sammie

6 Love Sex Magic
by Ciara feat. Justin
Timberlake

7 Gives You Hell
by All-American Rejects

8 | Love College
by Asher Roth

9 Blame it
by Jamie Foxx feat. T-Pain

10 My Life Would Suck
Without You
by Kelly Clarkson

— iTunes

Troop surge to Afghanistan
not large enough to make
a difference.

Opinion, page 3

PECULIAR FACT

NEWARK, Ohio — Authorities

in Ohio say a man has been
charged with drunken driving
after crashing his motorized bar
stool.

— Associated Press

TODAY'’S WEATHER
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A group of students is trying to

TEXAS LEGISLATURE

University official speaks against gun bill

By Courtney Jay and Eric Anderson
Staff Reporters

A proposed bill that would allow students,
faculty and staff to carry concealed firearms
on campus is facing opposition from a uni-
versity official who visited Austin to sway the
Texas Legislature from passing the bill.

Don Mills, vice chancellor for student af-
fairs, said he opposed the bill before the Pub-
lic Safety Committee of the Texas House of
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Almost 10 percent of students say
they experienced delayed graduation
because they were misadvised.
Tomorrow in News

Representatives on Monday. The bill needs 76
votes to pass, and as of Monday, there were
71 co-authors.

Mills said he cited four reasons for his
opposition in front of the Public Safety
Committee.

If there were an altercation involving
multiple guns and police responded, it
would be unclear who was the victim and
who was the perpetrator, Mills said. Cur-
rently, police are trained to eliminate every
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threat, he said.

Mills’ second reason involved on-campus
theft. He said that if a student were carrying
agun in his or her backpack and it was sto-
len, there would be an unlicensed person in
possession of a handgun. He said handgun
training is limited and doesn’t teach those
who are licensed how to respond to emer-
gency situations in the same way a mili-
tary or police-trained user would know to
respond.
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ERIC ANDERSON / Staff Reporter
Sophomore marketing and business major Scott Genthner puts his bike in the bike rack in between the Sid Richardson Building and the Mary Couts
Burnett Library on Tuesday afternoon. Student Government Association passed a bill last semester that would increase the number of bike racks on
campus, but construction and placement concerns have prevented all of the racks from being placed.

Construction delays bike rack installation

By Madison Morgan
Staff Reporter

Physical Plant is facing delays in
installing bike racks the Student Gov-
ernment Association funded last se-
mester because of construction and
compatibility issues, a Physical Plant
official said.

Hollis Dyer, superintendent of
maintenance at Physical Plant, said
there were reasonable explanations
behind the absent bike racks, many of
which were placed near their intend-
ed locations because of the inability
to physically make room for them in
walkways, Dyer said.

“SGA had asked that a rack be put
at the top of the steps leading down to
the rose garden in Worth Hills; how-
ever, the rack either had to be put in
the grass or block the steps so the rack
was put at the bottom right hand side
of the stairs,” Dyer said.

QUICK NEWS

Computer virus won't affect
campus computers, official says

Despite an uproar over a potential
crippling computer worm around the
country, the university and its comput-
ers will not be affected, a university
official said.

The worm, called Conficker, is a
program that attacks a loophole in the
Microsoft Windows operating system
and currently has infected more than
12 million personal computers since
its conception in November, according
to a Microsoft blog.

Other racks’ installation will be de-
layed by construction, she said.

“The area in front of Reed Hall as
well as the area near the Miller Speech
and Hearing Clinic are still partially
under construction so we will wait un-
til it is finished in order to properly
install the racks in the most useful
area,” Dyer said.

A bill that allocated $4,368 to add
additional bike racks on campus was
passed last semester because there
were frequent complaints about the
overcrowding of bike racks as well
as the absence of bike racks on some
parts of campus, said Matt Dietrich-
son, student body vice president and
sophomore political science major.

Dietrichson said representatives
had expected the racks to be in po-
sition.

“The Campus Advancement Com-
mittee decided on those spots based
on student requests and paid for all

Technology Resources sent out a
campus-wide e-mail warning students
about the virus Monday.

Conficker is expected to change
its code today, said Barbara McClel-
lan, information security engineer
for Technology Resources. What that
will entail is currently unknown, she
said.

“For all we know, it could be a hoax,”
McClellan said.

Arstechnica.com, a technology Web
site for computer enthusiasts, reported
in January that a variation of the worm

of the racks, so when we realized they
weren’t all there this semester, we were
obviously a little perturbed,” he said.

Lindsey Wilson, a sophomore edu-
cation major and College of Education
representative, said she was respon-
sible for verifying that the bike racks
were in their designated areas. When
she went to look for them the week
before Spring Break, many were out
of place or missing, she said.

Four out of 10 sets of bike racks
made it to their intended areas,
Dietrichson said. Physical Plant was
unable to add new bike racks in Worth
Hills between the Pi Kappa Phi, Sigma
Phi Epsilon and Delta Gamma houses
because they had run out of bike racks,
he said.

Dyer said Physical Plant is working
on getting additional racks.

“We have ordered 20 more racks,
and they will be arriving within two
to three weeks,” Dyer said.

infected more than 1 million comput-
ers in less than a day. Although Micro-
soft patched the hole in October, the
risk for infection arises when people
don’t install the Windows security up-
dates, McClellan said.

Although the worm is expected to
affect millions of computers, TCU re-
mains safe, she said.

“We have scanned all the comput-
ers at the school, and we have had no
incidents,” McClellan said.

— Staff reporter Patrick Burns

A committee will meet to plan
better ways for the university to
serve student veterans.
Tomorrow in News

Mills said he also told the committee that
research shows an impulse control problem
with people under the age of 25 because of
brain development. He said this, in combi-
nation with drinking and partying, which
are common to all college campuses, could
be dangerous.

The suicide rate of college students was
the final point of opposition, Mills said. He

SEE GUN BILL - PAGE 2

LIVING LEARNING COMMUNITIES

Program
designed
for LGBT

students

By Curtis Burrhus-Clay
Staff Reporter

The Office of Residential Services and
Living Learning Communities will start a
new program this fall designed by a group
of students to help strengthen the lesbian,
gay, bisexual, and transgender student body
as well as educate others on campus, a uni-
versity official said.

David Cooper, associate director of Resi-
dence Life, said the new DiversCity Q com-
munity will be implemented as part of LLCS’
initiative to get students to create their own
program. Cooper said DiversCity Q was se-
lected out of several other student-generated
ideas because Residential Services liked the
idea of a LGBT support group and because
the group’s proposal was well developed.

“After we reviewed the application, we
had a one-on-one meeting with the group,”
Cooper said. “We wanted to see their plans
and if they were really committed, and they
passed with flying colors.

Shelly Newkirk, a sophomore social work
major, said she decided to apply for the pro-
gram after her friend, junior social work ma-
jor Su Harz, told her about a LLC e-mail
calling for program proposals. Newkirk,

SEE DIVERSITY - PAGE 2

Schieffer:
Media cover
presidency
effectively

By Maricruz Salinas
Staff Reporter

Bob Schieffer, 1959 alumnus and mod-
erator of CBS’ “Face the Nation,” will discuss
Barack Obamas’ presidency, the economic
crisis and the future of
journalism in the fifth an-
nual Schieffer Symposium
hosted by the university.

Schieffer, who recently
interviewed Obama on
“Face the Nation,” said
even though Obama had
made appearances on
news shows all week, there
wasn't a shortage of issues to talk about.

Obama talked about Pakistan, the increas-
ing violence along the U.S.-Mexico border
and the economic bailouts, which will be a
part of the Schieffer Symposium’s topics of
conversation, Schieffer said.

“Never has a president faced as many se-
rious issues like Obama when coming into
office,” Schieffer said. “(The Obama admin-
istration) recently forced out the chairman of
General Motors, which is a rather remarkable
thing ... we'll definitely talk about that”

Schieffer said the panelists include David
Brooks, columnist for The New York Times

i®
Scheiffer

SEE SCHIEFFER - PAGE 2
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Most corrupt states

Louisiana, which has a storied history of corruption, ranks third behind
North Dakota and Washington, D.C., as most corrupt.

Federal public corruption convictions per 100,000 residents
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Louisiana residents tire
of government’s corruption

By Howard Witt
Chicago Tribune

NEW ORLEANS — A couple of
months ago, an obscure New Or-
leans tax assessor was ticketed for
allegedly using flashing blue police
lights illegally mounted on his car
to weave his way through a traffic
jam.

As public corruption allegations
in Louisiana go, it was strictly pen-
ny-ante stuff. This is, after all, a
legendarily crooked state where a
former governor has been keeping
a federal prison cell warm for more
than six years for extortion, racke-
teering and fraud; a recently defeat-
ed congressman is about to go on
trial for allegedly stashing $90,000
in loot in his kitchen freezer; and
a suburban New Orleans mayor is
under scrutiny for receiving gift
cards, a hunting bow and a gun
cabinet bought with donations to
a Toys for Tots Christmas fund.

Yet the minor story of the tax as-
sessor with the police emergency
lights was major news here in the
newspapers and on radio, televi-
sion and Internet message boards.
And that, local corruption fighters
are daring to hope, is a measure of
progress.

“We used to say that in Louisi-
ana we like our food spicy and our
politicians colorful,” said Rafael
Goyeneche, president of the Metro-
politan Crime Commission, a cor-
ruption watchdog group. “But lately
we have noticed a shift in the pub-
lic’s attitude toward corruption. It’s
no longer a spectator sport. People
don’t want to tolerate it anymore”

The beleaguered citizens of Il-
linois may be squirming over their
newfound visibility in the panthe-
on of corrupt states, thanks to the
extravagant malefaction allegedly
committed by the recently ousted
governor, Rod Blagojevich.

But for genuine, savory, infused-
in-the-gumbo style public venality,
Louisiana still has Illinois, and most
of America, beat. Ranked accord-
ing to corruption convictions per
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capita from 1998-2007, Louisiana
is No. 3, well ahead of Illinois at No.
19. (Only Washington, D.C., and
North Dakota ranked higher —and
those results were skewed because
of the extremely small populations
in those locales.)

The jobbery here is so much like
elevator music — ubiquitous, in-
evitable and part of the background
of daily life — that the state legis-
lature declined to pass a law in the
last session that would have cut off
state pensions for public officials
convicted of corruption. Why, the
prudent legislators reasoned, should
they have to pay twice if they get
caught stealing from the public
purse?

Consider just a few of the more
spectacular recent corruption
cases:

The former president of the New
Orleans City Council is serving a
three-year federal prison sentence
for taking $15,000 in bribes and
kickbacks for a parking garage
contract.

The former chief executive of the
state’s property insurance corpora-
tion was indicted in December for
allegedly stealing up to $100,000 in
public funds.

The former head of the Louisi-
ana Film Commission is awaiting
sentencing after pleading guilty to
accepting $60,000 in bribes.

A former state senator is await-
ing sentencing after pleading guilty
to conspiracy to commit money
laundering.

In the past six years, the U.S. at-
torney for the New Orleans district
has issued 236 corruption indict-
ments, and many more may be on
the way.

Prominent scandals under inves-
tigation by the FBI include a feder-
ally financed New Orleans housing
agency set up to rehabilitate hous-
es damaged by Hurricane Katrina
that allegedly spent millions but
did little or no work, and a City
Hall contract to install a network
of crime-surveillance cameras that
the New Orleans inspector general

says resulted in $4 million in mys-
terious overpayments for a system
that mostly doesn’t function.

“Iam absolutely certain we have
increased the paranoia level on the
part of those who would abuse the
public trust,” said U.S. Attorney Jim
Letten, who cemented his reputa-
tion as a corruption fighter as the
prosecutor who sent former Louisi-
ana Gov. Edwin Edwards to prison.
“If you're a corrupt public official,
we want you to be nervous. You
will never know if the businessman
or woman you are trying to shake
down is wearing a wire”

Law enforcement officials be-
lieve that the devastation wrought
by Hurricane Katrina in 2005,
when 80 percent of New Orleans
flooded after the city’s crumbling
levees failed, was a turning point.
Residents and businesspeople re-
turned to New Orleans determined
to cleanse their hobbled city of the
mildew of decades of public cor-
ruption.

Suddenly victims started picking
up their phones to report attempted
shakedowns, or sliding incriminat-
ing documents over law enforce-
ment transoms, officials say.

And in 2007, Louisiana voters
elected Republican Gov. Bobby Jin-
dal on a reformist anti-corruption
platform — and Jindal promptly
pushed through a package of legis-
lative reforms including expanded
whistle-blower protections, new
limits on lobbyist gifts to lawmak-
ers and prohibitions against state
officials taking state contracts.

“The average person out there
understands now that public cor-
ruption has adversely affected his
or her quality of life, whether its
the crumbling streets they drive
on, the dismal state of the public
school system, the crime rate or the
lack of jobs,” Letten said. “The toler-
ance of corruption was partly a belief
that it was a way of life, that it was
so entrenched and endemic that it
was untouchable and unreachable.
Now the average citizen believes that
something can be done about it”

Skiff wins two awards at event;
Business manager to head ad group

By Patrick Burns
Staff Reporter

The Daily Skiff advertising staff
won four awards at the 37th annual
College Newspaper Business and
Advertising Managers Inc. conven-
tion, which took place March 25 to
29 in Charlotte, N.C. The CNBAM
represents more than 150 school
newspapers nationwide.

The advertising staff placed first
for best training program among all
newspapers, as well as best advertise-
ment rate card/media kit in Divi-
sion 2, which includes publications
that publish fewer than 40,000 cop-
ies a week.

The staff also finished second in
the best newspaper promotion cam-
paign category as well as the best
group promotion advertisement
category. Both second place finishes
were in the Division 2 group.

Bitsy Faulk, student publications
business manager, was elected presi-
dent of the CNBAM board by her
peers during the convention. Her
term will begin July 1 and will last
two years.

“It’s a real honor,” Faulk said. “I
love the organization. Its a great
resource of finding out how other
schools are creating new revenue
ideas, and dealing with the economy.
You don't have to reinvent the wheel

to get good ideas.

Faulk said her duties as president
include helping coordinate the an-
nual convention, dealing with the
convention planner and conven-
tion planner-elect, and preparing
for the group’s July board meeting
in Chicago, where the group goes
over its strategic plans, as well as
its long-term goals and convention
planning.

Faulk said the most exciting part
of the job will be the opportunity to
offer advice for an organization she’s
gained so much from.

“T've gotten a lot out of the group,
and I'm glad I have the chance to give

back;” Faulk said.

GUN BILL

continued from page 1

said he told the committee that
1 percent of college students at-
tempted suicide every year, and
the number of successful student
suicides is half that of non-stu-
dents in their age group because
the students don’t have access to
weapons.

Mills said college education is
a time of give and take.

“People are living very close
together; there’s a lot of stress,
there’s a lot of tension and I think
having any kind of weapons in-
troduced into the mix just makes
it potentially that much more
difficult and potentially unsafe,”
Mills said.

Mills said others expressed
opposition on the basis that the
legislation should not be making
campus rules for private cam-
puses.

He said the Texas Higher
Education Coordinating Board,
which coordinates the Texas pub-
lic higher education system, re-
mained neutral but still expressed
concerns about the legislation.

DIVERSITY

continued from page 1

who is also the vice president of
TCU’s Gay-Straight Alliance, said
she saw it as a chance to offer stu-
dents a place to live where they can
build relationships and learn more
about the LGBT community.

Cooper said DiversCity Q
members will be housed in the
Tom Brown-Pete Wright apart-
ments, but participants will still
be required to meet the univer-
sity criteria of 54 credit hours in
order to live there. Newkirk said
because of the credit requirement,
DiversCity Q won't have as many
members as originally expected.

“Our number is at eight right
now;, Newkirk said. “We were at
16 but a lot of them will only be
sophomores, so we lost them.”

LLCs usually house groups of
25 to 40 members, but Newkirk
said Residential Services was flex-
ible with the new program. She
said the extra space was opened up
to students outside the community
but there is room for the group to
grow in the future.

“I think it will become bigger
once people learn about it and
want to get involved,” Newkirk
said.

Cooper said DiversCity Q will

SCHIEFFER

continued from page 1

and commentator on PBS” “The
NewsHour with Jim Lehrer;” and
Gwen Ifill, managing editor and
moderator of PBS” “Washington
Week” and senior correspondent
for “The NewsHour with Jim Leh-
rer.

Ifill's book, “The Breakthrough:
Politics and Race in the Age of
Obama,” discusses the presence
of black politicians, and how race
and media influence the public per-
spective, Schieffer said.

Brooks recently returned from
Afghanistan and can offer insight
into the latest policy changes, Schi-
effer said.

The two other panelists are Trish
Regan, anchor of CNBC’s “The
Cally” and Mark Shields, a national
political columnist and a frequent
commentator on “The NewsHour
with Jim Lehrer,” Schieffer said.

The topics of conversation are
limitless, especially with the turbu-
lent economy, government bailouts,
the war in Iraq and Afghanistan,
Schieffer said. Journalism is also

Other private schools present
that opposed the bill included Le-
Tourneau University in Longview,
Rice University, Baylor University
and Southwestern University.

Students from several other in-
stitutions also spoke both for and
against the bill, Mills said.

Mills said it’s possible the final
bill would allow private institu-
tions to make their own decisions
on this issue, and he said if that
is the case, the university would
go to its governing board for a
decision.

“If our campuses were danger-
ous, that is, if we were having a lot
of violence on the campus, then
maybe the argument that people
need to be able to defend them-
selves would make more sense to
me,” Mills said. “But I don’t see
that”

The Student Government
Association House of Student
Representatives also voiced its
opposition to the bill by passing
a resolution Tuesday night that
opposed the handgun legislation
in Austin.

Justin Brown, chairman of the
student relations committee, au-

be a great addition to the LLCs
program because it is yet anoth-
er community where students
with similar interests to live to-
gether. Other LLCs like Green
House, Health and Wellness, and
Strengths and Leadership group
students together who are focused
on preserving the environment,

“For the LGBT
community and
its allies, it shows
them that they
actually have
support on
campus and a safe
place to live.”

Su Harz
Junior social work major

staying healthy or helping the
community, Cooper said.

“It's a more enriching experi-
ence to look forward to,” Cooper
said. “For students who aren’t ath-
letes, for students who aren’t in
Greek, this is an avenue for them
to make a connection”

Cooper said like all LLCs, Di-
versCity Q members will plan

experiencing a dramatic shift be-
cause of economic resources, as
well as rapidly growing technol-
ogy, he said.

“Democracies cannot exist with-
out free press,” Schieffer said. .. We
all have to keep in mind that we’re
in the information businesses; we're
not in the newspaper business any-
more”

Newspapers need to find busi-
ness models, he said.

“You cannot have democracy
as we know it without an inde-
pendent press that is not only in-
dependent but reliable;,” Schieffer
said. “The honest answer is that no-
body knows where all this is going
because technology is moving so
quickly”

Originally, Andrea Mitchell,
chief foreign affairs correspondent
for NBC News, was set to appear
but canceled to accompany the
presidential party overseas to Eu-
rope, Schieffer said. Trish Regan
was called in to fill her spot, Schi-
effer said.

Schieffer and four other panelists
will take questions from the audi-
ence throughout the symposium.

thored the resolution in order to
promote an open dialogue be-
tween the Texas Legislature and
the university.

“The student voice needed to
be heard” Brown said. “By vocal-
izing it we would be able to let the
legislators know that we wanted
to be included in the conversa-
tion, and that we have an opinion
on the matter”

Representatives debated the
resolution for almost an hour
before a final amendment was
added. The amendment, intro-
duced by Andrew Pulliam, soph-
omore biology major and College
of Science and Engineering rep-
resentative, said if further student
polling was done that showed stu-
dents wanted the right to carry
concealed firearms on campus,
further legislation would be writ-
ten that would reflect student in-
terests.

Myra Mills, junior music edu-
cation major College of Fine Arts
representative, said the Student
Relations Committee will at-
tempt to conduct a poll through
my.tcu.edu, but no poll has been
scheduled yet.

and coordinate events through-
out the school year intended to in-
form others about their particular
theme.

The LLC program began in the
2008-2009 academic year, with
themed living communities oc-
cupying wings in Samuelson and
Carter halls. The living commu-
nities are expanding to the Tom
Brown-Pete Wright apartments
next academic year.

Harz said DiversCity Q, along
with the Gay-Straight Alliance,
has plans to host activities that
will address LGBT programming
concerns in an attempt to increase
awareness on campus.

Harz said many students live in
their own world and a program
like DiversCity Q will educate
them about issues outside their
comfort zone.

“TCU is very traditional,” Harz
said. “We're trying to expose stu-
dents to the different types of di-
versities that are out there,”

Harz said she is excited for
DiversCity Q because it will give
LGBT students a voice and an
arena to spread their message.

“For the LGBT community
and its allies, it shows them that
they actually have support on
campus and a safe place to live,”
Harz said.

Schieffer
Symposium

What: “Obama and the
Press: Is the media doing its
job?”

Where: Brown-Lupton Univer-
sity Union Ballroom

When: 6:30 p.m. today

Go to:
www.twitter.com/dailyskiff
for live tweets from

the press confer- Li‘
ence at 5 p.m. and

the symposium at '
6:30 p.m. today.

Schieffer said he believes
the media are doing a good job
covering all aspects of Obama’s
presidency and the repercus-
sions of the staggering econo-
my.

Margaret Kelly, executive di-
rector of community projects,
said the first reservations began
at the end of February and tick-
ets ran out last week.
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Write them down.

&*

Better health care happens when physicians and patients
are on the same page. It's all about communicating. So
remember to write down your questions before your
appointment. And insist on fully understanding all
treatment options discussed, so you can collaborate to
make the best decisions. A public service message from
the American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons, where
Patient Centered Care means getting better together.
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OPINION

The Skiff View

Texas gun bill should
not apply to university

he carry on campus bill that is working its way through the

Texas Legislature is a hot-button topic. In fact, the editorial

board could not write a Skiff View on whether it should pass
because people feel strongly on both sides of the issue. One thing that
we all agree on however, is the government should not have the right
to interfere with the rights of private institutions to institute policies as
they see fit.

A provision in the bill would make it illegal for private colleges and uni-
versities to prohibit anyone with a concealed handgun permit from carry-
ing a gun on campus.

This government interference is in stark contrast to all preconceived ide-
als regarding the difference in public and private institutions.

Freedom of speech is an inalienable right, right? Not when you are at a
private institution. It doesn’t pass the test of being a compelling government
interest, because the individual chooses whether to be in that institution. If
the university decided one day that everyone had to wear purple T-shirts
every day, people would probably complain and may even choose to go to
another university because of it. But the government has no standing to
order the university to stop the purple shirt program. And that is how it
should be.

If a private college or university feels that its students’ best interests
would be better served by preventing deadly weapons from getting on
campus, let the students then decide if they want to attend a university that
allows weapons or one that does not.

Circumventing the rights of the schools also circumvents the rights of
students to choose whether they are comfortable spending their days in an
environment with concealed handguns. Some believe that guns will make
us safer, some believe that they will create a constant danger and each side

should have the right to choose.

Opinion editor Katie Martinez for the editorial board.

The Skiff View represents the collective opinion of the editorial board.

Afghan surge calls for
more troops, less money

President Barack Obama announced
Friday that he is sending more troops
to Afghanistan.

The far left is up in arms (no pun
intended) over this “surge,” but there is
really no need to be shocked; this was
something the president promised to
do during the campaign.

According to The New York Times,
the new strategy adopted by Obama is
to send 4,000 more soldiers to train the
Afghan security forces in addition to
the 17,000 combat troops he ordered
at the beginning of his administration.
Unfortunately though, there are several
holes in the “surge”

A little background information:
Afghanistan is an important front and I
applaud the administration for focusing
on this. After the civil war in the 1980s
tore apart the Afghani government,
Osama bin Laden jumped at the oppor-
tunity to insert his terrorist regime and
use it as a base to plan his attacks. The
goal of Gen. David Petraeus and the
surge is to prevent Afghanistan from
becoming another stateless regime. If it
does, then everything we have already
accomplished there is a waste.

But the way Petraeus is going about
it is fraught with mistakes.

First off, this is not even a “surge”
Petraeus does not have nearly enough
troops and resources to get the job
done. This is being done for as little
money as possible. The announce-
ment of troop increases to bolster our
efforts in Afghanistan is accompanied
by Obama’s promises of cutting the
defense budget. It is a catch 22, one that
diminishes the safety and success of the
military.

Secondly, the administration is de-
veloping “benchmarks” for progress in
tighting this war on terror (or extrem-
ism, or whatever public relations disas-
ter they decided to change the name to)
and this is a big mistake. According to
a recent New York Times article, they
would be, by far, the strictest conditions
ever imposed on the government in
Kabul, partly because there have never
been any “benchmarks” before at all.

“Benchmarks” did not make the
difference in Iraq. Instead, they were
imposed by Congress at an impossible
standard, enabling them to proclaim a
failure of the surge in Iraq when they
were not met, even though the surge
was ultimately successful.

The United States’ effort in Afghani-
stan is crucial to the war on terrorism.
If the administration wants to ramp up
the situation, then they should do it
with vigor and enthusiasm, contribut-
ing every necessary resource, including
troops and funding, without constrain-
ing themselves in fear of offending
others.

Shane Rainey is a sophomore
chemistry major from Fort Worth.
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Medical journal whistle-blower
vindicated after locating falsity

MARY BATES

One of the goals of graduate educa-
tion is to transform the student from a
consumer of knowledge to a producer
of knowledge. A major aspect of this
training involves developing one’s own
line of independent research.

But another integral part of this tran-
sition, one that is often overlooked, is
learning how to impart that knowledge
to others. The glamorous side of this in-
volves traveling to conferences, hobnob-
bing with the big dogs in your discipline
and publishing your results.

But there is another, more pedestrian
facet of this training — TAing under-
graduate classes.

Serving as a TA while in grad school
is virtually inevitable. Most gradu-
ate students wind up teaching before
receiving their degree, although the
amount of work varies across depart-
ments. Neuroscience falls on the lighter
side, with only one semester of teaching
required, while other programs, such as
English, require four semesters.

Many grad students find them-
selves teaching more than the mini-
mum amount to earn their stipend, in
lieu of external support or an adviser’s
grant. In the fall of 2007, 30 percent of
Brown grad students were supported
by a teaching assistantship. But how do
graduate students really feel about their
positions as TAs?

The answer, according to a recent
survey of teaching assistants at Brown,
is, on average, pretty positive. A large
majority of grad students — 77 percent
of those responding — reported that
they were very satisfied or somewhat
satisfied with their TA position.

Surprisingly, there was no significant
correlation between job satisfaction and
any of the following factors: number
of hours worked, number of students
taught, prior teaching experience or the
professor leading the course. Variables
that did affect job satisfaction included
being female, being assigned to a course
in line with one’s own interests and feel-
ing that one is a valued member of the
teaching team.

Although more than 90 percent of
grad students surveyed agreed that TA-
ing was “a valuable part” of their profes-

sional training at Brown, the position
has its drawbacks. A major concern for
graduate students is the amount of time
that teaching duties take away from
time spent on their own classes and
research. The survey found substan-
tial variation in the workload (due to
differences in the number of students,
sections and assignments) among TAs,
with those in the social sciences report-
ing the heaviest and those in the life and
medical sciences the lightest.

All that work can take its toll: A full
43 percent of TAs reported that their
TA responsibilities frequently caused
them to fall behind in their own work,
and about a third of all TAs said their
responsibilities frequently or very fre-
quently caused them emotional stress.

While the TA experience isn't per-
fect, the graduate school is committed
to making it more than just a means
to a paycheck. For grad students who
are interested in going on to careers in
academia, either at research institutions
or smaller liberal arts colleges, teach-
ing will be an essential skill for them to
develop.

Fortunately, the Brown University
offers numerous opportunities for
gaining valuable teaching experiences.
The Sheridan Center for Teaching and
Learning provides seminars, consulta-
tions and other resources for grad stu-
dents looking to improve their teaching
skills and to build up their CVs.

Brown summer programs offer an-
other avenue for gaining a more varied
teaching experience. Grad students have
the opportunity to design and imple-
ment their own courses, which may last
from one to several weeks and include

students from many age ranges. Hav-
ing taught a group of middle school
students last summer, I can say that they
were some of the most self-motivated
and intellectually curious students I
have ever had, and their enthusiasm was
both endearing and infectious.

For those graduate students seeking
a more demanding teaching experi-
ence, there is the Brown/Wheaton
Faculty Fellows Program, which allows
advanced graduate students at Brown
to teach their own course at nearby
Wheaton College. For students think-
ing about a career at a small liberal arts
college, where undergraduate teaching
is a priority, this can be both a unique
opportunity to try it out first-hand and
gain experience that could give them an
edge in the job market.

Ultimately, the teaching experience
for grad students at Brown is what they
make it — the opportunities to stand
out and develop their skills as an in-
structor are there, if they seek them out.

While many graduate student TAs
(myself included) bemoan the time lost
and the stress gained from our posi-
tions, most of us understand the value
of the teaching assistantship. We are
giving back to our department and
nurturing skills that will help us in our
future careers. So please, undergradu-
ate students, go easy on your TAs. Were
students, too, and were learning right
along with you.

Mary Bates is a Ph.D. candidate in the
Department of Psychology at Brown
University. This story was originally
published by Brown Daily Herald on
Monday and was distributed by UWire.
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Grad students provide service, gain experience as teaching assistants

A few years ago, The Journal of the
American Medical Association started
publicly admonishing some authors who
failed to disclose potential conflicts of
interest with drug companies and other
medical industries. That was a warn-
ing shot to those who ignored JAMA’s
demands that such conflicts be voluntarily
disclosed lest they taint the published
research.

You would think, given this hyper-
aware atmosphere, that the editors of
JAMA or any other major medical journal
would welcome any help they could get in
patrolling its authors’ conflicts.

You would think that until you heard
about Jonathan Leo, a professor of neuro-
anatomy at Lincoln Memorial University
in Harrogate, Tenn.

Leo recently posted a letter on the Web
site of the British Medical Journal that
criticized a study about the anti-depressant
drug Lexapro that had appeared in JAMA.
Leo identified an important omission in
the study — and pointed out that the lead
author had a financial relationship with
the maker of the drug that wasn't dis-
closed.

Did Leo get a grateful call from JAMA,
thanking him for his sleuthing? Not quite.
According to The Wall Street Journal, Leo
said he fielded an angry and threatening
call from JAMA executive deputy editor
Phil Fontanarosa soon after Leo’s letter
was published.

When a Journal reporter called JAMA
editor-in-chief Catherine DeAngelis about
Leo, she reportedly said: “This guy is a no-

JAMA took much too

long to investigate the
allegations, creating the
impression that it didn't
take them seriously.

body and a nothing. He is trying to make
a name for himself. Please call me about
something important”

In an online editorial published last
week, JAMA editors disputed Leo’s ver-
sion of his conversation with Fontanarosa.
They said that the Journal had “errone-
ously reported” DeAngelis’ comments
about Leo.

“As a faculty member (assistant dean of
students) of a school preparing physicians

who will care for patients, Leo certainly is
‘somebody doing something’ very impor-
tant,” the editorial said. You could almost
feel the solicitous pat on the head.

Leo had first notified JAMA of prob-
lems with the study, but had heard nothing
from the editors for several months. So he
decided to go public. The editors said that
on the day Leo posted on the Web site,
JAMA was six days away from publish-
ing a letter and detailed correction about
the study. In other words, they say Leo
was right, but he should have been more
patient.

JAMA, you're not looking good here.

Leo says he uncovered the conflict in
a simple Google search, the kind that
anyone, say, at JAMA could do in a few
minutes. He wonders why JAMA took so

long to confirm the information.

Good question.

JAMA now says it is clarifying its policy
for how it handles allegations of unre-
ported conflicts of interest. The tipster will
be told not to reveal information to “third
parties” or the media while the investiga-
tion is under way. But that alone won't get
to the heart of the problem. JAMA took
much too long to investigate the allega-
tions, creating the impression that it didn’t
take them seriously. And if editors did
direct their anger at the whistle-blower,
JAMA has another serious problem.

JAMA, your credibility is at stake.

This editorial appeared in the Chicago
Tribune on Saturday. It was distributed by
McClatchy-Tribune Information Services.

Letters to the editor: The Skiff welcomes letters to the editor. To submit a letter, e-mail it to opinion@dailyskiff.com. Letters must include the
author’s classification, major, hometown and phone number. Skiff reserves the right to edit or reject letters for style, taste and size restrictions.

Editorial Policy: The content of the Opinion page does not necessarily represent the views of Texas Christian University. Signed
letters, columns and cartoons represent the opinions of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the editorial board.
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College professor ]oms Army at 58

By Meg Jones
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MILWAUKEE — Carol Haert-
lein Sells raised her hand and
swore an oath to support and
defend the Constitution of the
United States against all ene-
mies, foreign or domestic.

It’s the same oath thousands
of Army officers have taken be-
fore Sells, but the Random Lake,
Wis., woman is different from
most second lieutenants finish-
ing Officer Candidate School.

She’s being commissioned as
a captain; she didn’t go to Offi-
cer Candidate School; and she
has grown children, including
a son who recently deployed on
his second trip to Iraq.

Also: Sells is 58.

It’s not often the Army gets
new recruits who are eligible for
membership in AARP. But Sells
doesn’t fit the profile of an aver-
age Army recruit.

She’s a professor in the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Milwau-
kee’s Department of Occupa-
tional Therapy, and she’s joining
the Army for a two-year com-
mitment to oversee a new doc-
toral program in her specialty
at Brooke Army Medical Cen-
ter. Sells, who has been teaching
full time at UWM since 1982, re-
ported for duty March 21 at Fort
Sam Houston in San Antonio.

She’s overseeing five students
admitted to the 18-month pro-
gram open to Army occupation-
al therapists who already have
their master’s degrees and want
to earn a doctorate.

“I am so excited to have this
opportunity and honored,” Sells
said.

Though Sells’ late father
served in the Marines during
World War IT and her 25-year-
old son, Joe Leonardelli, gradu-
ated from the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy, Sells never considered
the military for herself — until
she visited Brooke in Septem-
ber 2007 with a group of health

RICK WOOD / Milwaukee Journal Sentinel via MCT

Carol Haertlein Sells, 58, a University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee professor of occupational therapy, joined the Army for a two-year
committment so she can oversee a new doctoral program in her specialty at Brook Army Medical Center in San Antonio.

educators and toured the im-
pressive state-of-the-art facility
where the majority of military
medical personnel receive their
training.

During the weeklong visit,
Sells met with the chief of occu-
pational therapy, who told Sells
she was interested in writing a
grant proposal to set up a doc-
toral program. Sells had experi-
ence writing grant proposals and
offered to help.

When Sells returned home,
she contacted the project coor-
dinator at the National Institutes
of Health.

“This woman said it would be
easier to do the research if you
were in the Army,” Sells said. “It
was like, ‘ha, ha, ha’ I hung up
the phone and thought ‘Hey, I
could join the Army””

After talking to her hus-
band and giving the idea a lot
of thought, she picked up the
phone again.

Of course, its not every day a

recruiter getsa UWM professor of
occupational therapy on the line.

The reaction from the Army?
Enthusiastic.

“Certainly, Ms. Haertlein
Sells’” age is quite rare, but her
skill set and profession will be
very valuable to us,” said Capt.
Wendy Fordham of the Army
Medical Department recruit-
ing station in Milwaukee. “In
the Army we understand that if
you want people with a certain
skill set or qualifications — that
comes with maturity”

Sells is joining the Army at
the right time because of the
new Officer Accession Pilot
Program, which allows quali-
fied health care professionals
to serve two years as commis-
sioned officers, said Fordham, a
registered nurse. After the two
years, there is no further com-
mitment, though they can ex-
tend their service in either active
or reserve status.

Since Sells is taking on a

specialized position at Brooke,
Fordham said it’s highly unlikely
she will deploy overseas. How-
ever, like everyone else in the
military Sells will serve at the
discretion of the Army.

Instead of boot camp, Sells is
going through a seven-week of-
ficer training course at Fort Sam
Houston.

She’s looking forward to wear-
ing a uniform and knows it will
be an adjustment to change from
the collegial atmosphere of aca-
demia to the hierarchical envi-
ronment of the military.

It may be an adjustment for
some in the military, too.

When Sells was at Fort Mc-
Coy recently, she stopped to
buy some T-shirts to wear for
physical training. The clerk told
her that because of a shortage of
shirts in Sells’ size, only active
duty soldiers could buy them.

“Maybe they thought I was
retired or was someone’s family
member,” Sells said.

[llegal immigrants’
tuition incites debate

By Elizabeth Llorente
The Record (Hackensack N.J.)

HACKENSACK, N.J. — A na-
tional group that favors strict im-
migration policies has launched
a campaign in six states aimed at
drumming up opposition to in-
state college tuition rates for ille-
gal immigrants.

Legal Immigration says the
group will deploy activists from
around the nation to New Jersey,
Arkansas, California, Colorado,
Rhode Island and Wisconsin to
lobby state legislators and hit the
talk-radio circuit.

“In-state tuition for illegals leg-
islation replaces innocent Ameri-
can students in the limited seats in
college at taxpayer expense,” said
Gheen, who is based in North
Carolina, where the group helped
defeat measures that would have
allowed illegal immigrant stu-
dents to attend college at in-state
tuition rates.

CRICKET

continued from page 6

ing with clubs from Southern
Methodist University, the Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington and the
University of Texas at Dallas about
scheduling friendly scrimmages to
see how the group matches up with
other teams, Kalwar said.

Students for Asian-Indian

Cultural Awareness, of which
Kalwar is vice president, has helped
provide daily expenses for balls and
tape, while others have donated
their own cricket gear, he said.

The group is without actual
cricket balls right now. They are
using tennis balls wrapped in tape
to better resemble actual cricket
balls, Kalwar said. He also said he
will contact Student Government
Association about future funding
for matches.

Jeevan Antony, a sophomore
business and anthropology major

Immigration advocates in New
Jersey said they were unaware of
the new campaign but vowed to
fight it vigorously.

“This campaign won't get past
the first exit of the New Jersey
Turnpike,” said Cid Wilson, a
trustee of Bergen Community Col-
lege in Paramus. “Many students
have become shining stars in high
school, and the only thing keep-
ing New Jersey from reaping the
rewards of their intellect is that a
college degree is not within their
reach”

Many college loan and grants
programs require proof of legal
immigration status. So, unable to
pay out-of-state fees, many un-
documented high school gradu-
ates forgo four-year colleges.

Some 10 states allow in-state
college tuition rates for illegal im-
migrants and this week, bills al-
lowing in-state tuition for illegal
immigrants were reintroduced in
both houses of Congress.

on the team, called the sport the
American football of India.

“A few of us have along way to go
before we become decent players,”
Antony said. “But the opportunity
itself, the competitive behavior as
well as meeting up with our friends
on Saturdays for a game of cricket
can be a pretty nostalgic trip”

Students are not the only people
taking part in the activity.

Michael Slattery, director of the
Institute for Environmental Studies,
said he has played with the group
as well and is willing to help with
funding for the team.

“My plan is to play as much as I
can,” Slattery said. “Cricket is a mar-
velous game and it’s been 20 years
since I last played”

Slattery is no stranger to the sport
and brings even more experience to
the group. He played in high school
as well as in the South African Army
and at St. John’s College in Oxford,
UK, he said.
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On this day in 1700, English pranksters
begin popularizing the annual tradition of
April Fools' Day by playing practical jokes

— History Channel

Joke of the day
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Q: Why was the broom late?

Al

t over swept.

TODAY'S CROSSWORD

2% fewer graduates will be hired
this year compared to 2008

ARE YOU PREPARED?

We can help. Call today to meet with an Advisor.
CAREER SERVICES

Texas Christian University

817-257-2222

ACROSS
1 Impetuous fervor
5 Cong. work
period
9 Not on the up
and up
14 Tibetan holy man
15 Dark purple
16 “Flip This House”
airer
17 Some dadaist art
18 Bone-dry
19 Hardly sensitive
20 2003 Katie
Holmes film
23 Leftovers
covering
24 “Bus Stop”
playwright
25 Robin Hood’s
wood
28 Everlasting
31 Carol starter
33 Cheery
36 Is situated
37 1965 film based
on a Katherine
Anne Porter
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Condos for Sale -- Skyrock Condos
The Coolest Address at TCU! 2-4
bedroom floorplans. Brand new, roof-
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See if the baseball team was
able to top the Mavericks for

SPORTS

CRICKET

DIFFERENT STROKES

JASON FOCHTMAN / Multimedia Editor

Senior economics major Sanjay Sharma hits a cover drive during a pick-up cricket game on the Campus Commons lawn Tuesday afternoon. A group of students are at-

tempting to form a cricket club on campus.

Popular overseas sport gains campus support

By Justin White
Staff Reporter

The game of cricket continually
fills stadiums in many parts of the
world. A group of students hope
that creating a club team will raise
awareness of the sport a little closer
to home.

Nitesh Kalwar, a sophomore ac-
counting and finance major, and
20 other students began playing
cricket together last semester, Ka-

Iwar said. The players are all ex-
perienced but newcomers to the
sport are welcome to come play,
he said.

The group started with only five
people last summer, Kalwar said.
He recruited players by simply
asking people he saw if they were
interested in the sport and if they
wanted to play on weekends, he
said.

The goal is to have about 80
members total before the group

pursues an official status with the
university, Kalwar said.

“Creating a club is going to re-
quire time in order establish a com-
mittee as well as the rules to follow;”
Kalwar said. “The numbers that we
have right now, 15 to 20, are not
good enough”

Creating a club would also re-
quire naming officers within the
group, Kalwar said.

“If it gets to the point where
we are really serious about a TCU

Cricket Practice
When: 1-4 p.m. Saturdays
Where: Alice Carlson

Applied Learning Center
at 3320 W. Cantey St.

cricket club, a Web site and officers,
then we'll do it,” Kalwar said.
The group is currently negotiat-

SEE CRICKET - PAGE 4

the second time this season.
Tomorrow

BASEBALL

Horned Frogs to host
neighboring Mavericks

By Michael Carroll
Sports Editor

A slumping Horned Frog base-
ball team hopes to return to the
win column tonight at Lupton
Stadium against a streaking UT-
Arlington team.

The Horned Frogs (15-9, 3-3
MWQC) are coming off a disap-
pointing weekend series where
the team dropped two of three
games to a visiting San Diego
State team. The Horned Frogs
have now lost four of their last
six games.

UTA (15-11) has won nine of
its last ten contests, most recently
disposing of a Nicholls State team
in a three-game sweep in Loui-
siana. The UTA Mavericks have
also found recent success against
Northwestern State, Minnesota
and UT-San Antonio.

Earlier this month, the Horned
Frogs traveled east on Interstate
30 to face the Mavericks in Ar-
lington and walked away with an
11-3 victory. Junior catcher Bryan

TCU vs. UTA

When: 6:30 p.m.
Where: Lupton Stadium

Holaday had a nice game, going
2-for-3 at the plate and driving in
three runs.

Starting pitcher Greg Holle
picked up the win for the Horned
Frogs. The sophomore went four
innings, allowed three hits, one
run and struck out three Maver-
ick batters.

Tonight’s game will mark the
halfway point of the team’s seven-
game home stand.

Following tonight’s contest, the
Horned Frogs will host the con-
ference-leading New Mexico Lo-
bos in a three-game series starting
Friday. Next week, the team heads
south to face UT-Austin, and UT-
Pan American in Edinburg.

The next home game following
the team’s round of away games
is scheduled for Monday, April 13
against Texas Tech.

ASHLEY LEWIS / Staff Photographer

Junior Matt Curry attempts to tag out San Diego State’s Easton Gust at first base

during the game Friday.

AHEAD OF THE CURVE
CONVERGED!

Technology is changing at warp speed, and TCU
students in the Schieffer School will master the
new media in a cutting-edge Convergence Lab,

soon to be constructed, where students
produce news reports

| P‘

of tectonic shifts,”

for multiple media
platforms from
traditional print to
online video.

.4

“Media is in the midst
says John O. Lumpkin, a

vice president and former bureau chief of the
Associated Press, who will become director of
TCU’s Schieffer School of Journalism on June 1.
“And our school is uniquely situated to prepare

students for what will be instead of what has

been.”

Because at TCU we’re not just teaching
journalism — we’re developing leaders for the
rapidly changing media world.

—— Learning —
to change the world

For more information on TCU’s Schieffer School

of Journalism,

visit www.schiefferschool.tcu.edu.

www.tcu.edu

NFL

Burress case
adjourned
until June

By Tom Rock
Newsday

NEW YORK — Plaxico Burress
bought himself two and a half more
months to negotiate a deal in his
felony weapons case on Tuesday.

The New York Giants receiver,
dressed in a gray checkered suit
and accompanied by his wife, Tif-
fany, and defense attorney Benja-
min Brafman, arrived in Part F of
Manbhattan Criminal Court at 9:14
a.m. and at 9:24 he was standing in
front of Judge Michael Yavinsky.

In less than two minutes the
sides agreed to an adjournment
until June 15. Burress then walked
out of the courthouse and into a
waiting black SUV. Brafman issued
a brief statement.

“There’s been a lot reported in
recent days, a lot’s been said that I
don't think is necessarily accurate;”

“We're trying
our best to see if
there is a way to
resolve the case.”

Benjamin Brafman
Plaxico Burress’ defense
attorney

Brafman said. “As we speak there
is no agreement of any kind. We’re
trying our best to see if there is a
way to resolve the case”

Asked if Burress is likely to play
for the Giants again, Brafman said
that was up to Burress, his manage-
ment team, and the Giants.

“I assume a lot will depend on
how, when and if this case is re-
solved,” Brafman said.

Burress faces two felony weap-
ons possession charges stemming
from the incident in November
when he accidentally shot himself
in the leg in a Manhattan night-
club. The two sides have been
working on a plea agreement for
months. Assistant District At-
torney John Wolfstaetter is said
to be open to an agreement that
includes jail time. Burress has ex-
pressed a desire to those close to
him to return to the NFL.

The Giants have a mandatory
veterans minicamp scheduled to
begin June 16, the day after the new
hearing date.



