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PULLMAN, Wash. — A man was charged with 
theft and burglary after police said they found 
93 pounds of panties, brassieres and other un-
derwear at his home.            — Associated Press

Conference 
to focus on 
emerging 
markets 

Environmental impact subject 
of cross-campus bicycle ride

By LISA FALCONE
Staff Reporter

Like any good Fort Worth host 
knows, the fi rst thing on the agen-
da for international visitors is an 
evening at Billy Bob’s.

The M.J. Neeley School of Busi-
ness  will play host to entrepreneur-
ial experts from around the world 
attending a fi rst-ever conference 
held on campus.

Garry Bruton , professor and 
academic director for the Neeley 
Entrepreneurship Center, is coor-
dinating the conference, which 
will focus on entrepreneurship in 
emerging markets.

“For emerging markets, entre-
preneurship is the key to the 
future,” Bruton said. “That is 
where their economic growth 
comes from.” 

As a result of fast-growing mar-
kets, underdeveloped economies 
such as Russia, China, India and 
Brazil are predicted to have larger 
economies than the United States, 
United Kingdom, France, Japan, 
Germany and Italy by the year 
2050, Bruton said.

“What Garry has done is 
brought together extraordinary 
academic leaders from around 
the world to come and talk about 
research issues in entrepreneur-
ship,” said Daniel Short , dean of 
the business school.

The conference starts tonight 
with dinner at Billy Bob’s to 
give the visitors a taste of Tex-
as. Shaker Zahra , head of the 
entrepreneurship center at the 
University of Minnesota, will 
speak on the future of entre-
preneurial research and present 
the fi rst paper on the relation-
ship between Islam and entre-
preneurship.

On Friday, the conference will 
relocate to Smith Entrepreneurs 
Hall for academic presentations 
from international scholars about 
entrepreneurship in emerging mar-
kets. Mike Hitt , editor of the Stra-
tegic Entrepreneurship Journal , 
will speak on the future of entre-
preneurial research and emerging 
markets.

“The truth is, if you get enough 
people doing business together, 
they never fi ght wars against each 
other,” Bruton said. “People have 
enough to eat and enough to dress 
their families, and so many of the 
world’s problems just disappear.”

Neeley’s networking and cred-
ibility will increase when the top 
entrepreneurship leaders see the 
facilities, faculty and students, 
Short said. 

“They are going to leave think-
ing this is one terrifi c place,” he 
said.

See ENTREPRENEUR, page 2

ANN SCHEIDEMAN / Staff Photographer

Tim Nullan, Brittany Hicks, Lauren Hicks and David Kessler promote Le Tour de 
Frogs in the Student Center. The bicycle ride will begin today at 4 p.m. at the 
Sadler Hall Lawn.

By ASHER FOGLE
Staff Reporter

Students will have a chance 
this afternoon to do more than 
just spin their wheels for the 
environment.

The TCU Purple Bike Pro-
gram  is hosting Le Tour de Frogs  
from 4 to 6 p.m. today to start 
up the organization and educate 
students about their impact on 
the environment. 

Le Tour de Frogs  is a 20-min-
ute bicycle ride, beginning on 
the lawn in front of Sadler Hall  
and continuing to three other 
stops on campus where stu-
dents will take a quiz of 10 to 

15 questions about the environ-
ment, said Keith Whitworth , a 
sociology professor and founder 
of the Purple Bike Program. 

During the reception after the 
event, volunteers will grade the 
quizzes and award prizes to the 
winners, Whitworth said.

“The goal is to help students 
become more aware of their 
environmental footprint and 
what they can do to reduce 
their footprint,” Whitworth 
said. “The other point is to get 
students on the purple bikes so 
they can get used to them and 
test them out.”

The Purple Bike Program 

was developed two years ago 
in Whitworth’s applied sociology 
class as a project to decrease stu-
dents’ environmental impact on 
the earth by providing bicycles 
for their use. Fifteen bicycles are 
available through the program, 
although Whitworth said he 
hopes to purchase 85 additional 
bicycles this year with a potential 
Vision In Action  grant. 

Kyle Amato , a junior envi-
ronmental science major, is in 
Whitworth’s applied sociology 
class and worked on a team to 
create the program’s Web site, 

See BIKETOUR, page 2

MICHAEL BOU-NACKLIE / Staff Photographer

CFO Brian Gutierrez fi elds questions from stu-
dents and faculty Wednesday in the Student 
Center Lounge about possible gas drilling 
sites on campus.

Director: Lending changes not affecting university 

Students design, model outfi t for charity
By ELIZABETH DAVIDSON
Staff Reporter

Dressed in white surgical 
masks, blue latex gloves and 
a rhinestone stethoscope, a 
TCU student paraded down 
the runway at a benefi t auc-
tion and walked away with 
an award.

Maelen Richie , a junior 
interior design major, com-
peted in the fashion show 
segment of the International 
Interior Design Association 
Auction 2007  on Friday at 
the Grand Pavilion at Dallas 
Trade Mart . It was the tenth 
year for the annual event.

Titled “Lights, Camera, 

Auction,”  the event includ-
ed a silent auction, sit-down 
dinner, variety show, fash-
ion show and a live auc-
tion. The proceeds from the 
auctions benefi t the Make-
A-Wish Foundation of the 
North Texas Chapter  and 
will sponsor at least two 
children’s wishes.

Three children from the 
Make-A-Wish Foundation  
picked the themes for the 
fashion show, said Rachael 
Yoss , a junior interior design 
major who attended the 
event. The categories were 
doctor, dinosaur and Cinder-
ella; Richie appeared in the 

doctor category.
Members of the Interior 

Design Association  at TCU 
came up with the theme of 
“The Doctor Wears Prada” 
for their outfi t, a play on 
the movie “The Devil Wears 
Prada,” said Erica Bailey, a 
junior interior design major 
and president of TCU’s Inte-
rior Design Association.

“It was our challenge to 
design and construct our own 
costume to fi t the category 
we were given,” Richie  said. 
“I came up with the concept 
for the design, constructed it 
myself and modeled it during 
the fashion show.”

Richie  said she spent 
about 20 hours creating 
the dress.

The outfit was a skirt 
made out of white surgical 
masks, a belt of blue medi-
cal latex gloves, a bodice 
covered with white gauze 
and blue medical gloves. 
She also carried a blue Pra-
da purse and slung a white 
medical lab coat over her 
shoulder on the runway.

“The idea was to create an 
outfi t out of materials that 
doctors use instead of mak-
ing an outfi t a doctor would 

By BAILEY SHIFFLER
Staff Reporter

One of TCU’s preferred lend-
ers, amidst the threat of a law-
suit, is changing its policies on its 
revenue-sharing program, but an 
administrator said Monday that 
the university already complies 
with the new policies.

In a press release, Tamera 
Briones,  founder and chief 

executive for Education 
Finance Partners, said the 
company will increase disclo-
sure and require explicit terms 
for what revenue-sharing pay-
ments can be used for. 

The press release was a 
response to New York Attor-
ney General Andrew Cuomo’s  
intent to fi le suit against EFP 
for deceptive business practices, 

part of an ongoing investigation. 
Briones  said they will immedi-
ately enhance their disclosure 
protocol, adding clear admis-
sions to its marketing material 
and customer communications. 
They will also require schools 
that receive revenue sharing 
payments to use them for the 
benefi t of students. 

Mike Scott,  director of schol-

arships and fi nancial aid at 
TCU,  said the changes will not 
affect TCU because the univer-
sity is already in compliance 
with the terms. He said he likes 
the new terms of the loan pro-
grams and is in favor of them 
being a requirement for all par-
ticipating schools. 

Scott  said he does not think 
EFP’s policy changes will alter 

the attorney general’s plans to 
fi le suit. 

Cuomo “doesn’t seem to be 
interested in what the schools 
are actually doing with these 
funds,” Scott said. 

The attorney general’s offi ce 
has not returned multiple 
phone calls regarding EFP’s 
press release and EFP deferred 
all questions to the release. 

“While we hope that the 
changes we are announcing 
today will address any con-
cerns the attorney general 
might have,” Briones said, 
“We are fully prepared to 
defend our program and our 
school customers in court, if 
necessary.”

See FASHION, page 2

See LENDING, page 2

Offi cials seek
controlled 
drill period

See GAS, page 2

Anyone with questions or concerns
regarding TCU’s natural gas oppor-

tunities may send an e-mail to 
news@tcu.edu.

FOR YOUR INFO

HEELING HUNGER

BILLY WESSELS / Photo Editor

A group of students begin the 3rd Annual Heel Hunger 5K Run/Walk outside the University Recreation Center. This event was part of the 25th Annual 
Hunger Week, an effort to raise awareness and money for the hungry.  

By JAMES BROWN
Staff Reporter

In a second natural gas dis-
cussion with the TCU communi-
ty Wednesday, an administrator 
revealed tentative details of TCU’s 
drilling calendar and said the uni-
versity would have the authority 
to temporarily cease drilling dur-
ing certain periods.

Brian Gutierrez , vice chancel-
lor for fi nance and administration , 
told participants that within the 
fi rst year the producer would put 
the pipeline underground, drill a 
test core to ensure gas was in the 
area and drill one to two wells. 

“We actually want the drilling 



actually wear,” Richie.
Twelve models participated 

in the fashion show, four for 
each category. The awards 
given out for the show were 
best overall design for each 
category, best use of materi-
als and best walk, for which 
Richie won the award.

“I was f lattered,” Richie 
said. “I had a really good 
time, and other people 

noticed I had fun walking 
down the runway. It was a 
nice gesture.”

This is the first time TCU’s 
IDA students participated in 
the event. Richie said she 
would like to do it again next 
year.

“As president, I was incred-
ibly pleased with the students 
who attended the event and 
how professional we were,” 
Bailey said. “I am extremely 
proud of Maelen, and it was 
an honor to have her repre-
sent us.”

Next Monday, pictures from 
the event and the dress will 
be on display in the DEMT 
building.

period to be very tight and 
very short,” Gutierrez said. 
“You have to create a window 
that’s adequate to allow the 
company to drill the number 
of wells it will take to drill the 
campus.”

Gutierrez also informed the 
group that there will most 
likely be only one drill site 
located west of Main Campus 
that will include six to eight 
wells.

Although intermittent drill-
ing will slow the overall pro-
cess, it will provide a reprieve 
during high-traffic times of 
the year such as football sea-
son, Gutierrez said.   

Apart from the details of 
a potential drilling schedule, 
TCU’s message to the com-
munity remained unchanged: 
drilling on campus is a distant 
possibility.

Unable to attend last week’s 
session, another wave of stu-
dents, faculty, staff and area 
residents gathered in the stu-
dent center lounge to discuss 
TCU’s natural gas opportuni-
ties.

Gutierrez reiterated that 

TCU had entered exclusive 
negotiations with Four Sevens 
Resources Co. and stressed 
that a signed lease would be 
required to meet the universi-
ty’s strict safety and environ-
mental stipulations.

“Safety is a primary concern 
for us,” said Gutierrez, restating 
last week’s stance that if safety 
could not be maintained, TCU 
would not go through with the 
project.

Don Mills, vice chancellor 
for student affairs, said TCU 
has hired an independent 
risk manager to help ensure 
safety during each step in the 
process.

The first TCU-sponsored 
discussion, which took place 
March 22, saw a larger crowd 
than Wednesday’s forum and 
included some outspoken crit-
ics of the potential drilling cam-
paign.

At that meeting, two TCU-
area residents, one of which 
is a TCU history professor, 
expressed acute apprehension 
toward increased truck traffic 
and prolonged construction 
around their homes. 

Wednesday’s gathering 
lacked such opposition and fea-
tured mostly procedural ques-
tions regarding timelines and 

drill locations.
Because of a non-disclosure 

agreement with Four Sevens, 
Gutierrez would not divulge 
the monetary value of the deal 
being negotiated, but said last 
week that it was “significant.”

Even if drilling fails to yield 
gas, and, therefore, fails to gen-
erate royalties, TCU would still 
receive a considerable bonus 
simply for signing the lease, 
Gutierrez said.

Beyond the financial motiva-
tions of a deal with Four Sevens, 
Mills said several departments, 
namely geology, environmen-
tal science and business, would 
benefit from the hands-on edu-
cational opportunities.

Taylor Allen, an entrepre-
neurial management major 
who worked as a landman 
for an energy company based 
in Oklahoma, said he had no 
safety or aesthetic concerns 
about the potential lease and 
is in favor of natural gas explo-
ration of campus.

“You have to look at the big 
picture,” said Allen, likening 
gas exploration to current 
campus construction. “The 
middle of campus does not 
look very good right now, 
but, in a year, it will be ben-
eficial to the university.”
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CORRECTION
In the “Different Medi-

ums” article in Wednesday’s 
Skiff, Britta Hinze was iden-
tified as a 2005 graduate. 
She is a 2004 graduate.

Bruton said he received a lot of 
support from Short in promoting 
the conference.

“Garry Bruton came in and 
told me he wanted money so I 
gave it to him,” Short said. “He’s 
like my really old son who just 
comes in and tells me he wants 
money and I have to give it to 
him.”

ENTREPRENEUR
From page 1

EnviroFootprint.org, which will 
formally launch today. 

The Web site allows users to 
measure their carbon output and 
evaluate the number of tons they 
are emitting into the atmosphere, 
Whitworth said. To counteract 
the effects of the carbon emis-
sions, Whitworth said, users can 
make donations to support the 

Purple Bike Program and pur-
chase trees for the organization 
Plant-It 2020. 

“I’m very excited about 
the event’s potential to raise 
awareness and help bring 
about some of the social 
changes that I think need to 
happen to start altering how 
people see the world and 
interact with the environ-
ment,” Amato said.

Following the event, Debra 
Rowe, president of the U.S. 

Partnership for the Decade 
of Education for Sustainable 
Development and co-chair of 
the Higher Education Associ-
ations Sustainability Consor-
tium, will be speaking about 
creating a healthier planet, 
people and economy at 6:30 
p.m. in Sid Richardson Lecture 
Hall 1.     

Whitworth first heard Rowe 
speak about issues of sustain-
ability at a conference last year 
and said he was impressed by 

her intelligence and practical-
ity. 

“She is a pragmatic scholar 
and believes in making chang-
es,” Whitworth said. “My goal 
is that, as a university, we 
begin thinking about sustain-
ability issues and initiatives so 
that it becomes a part of our 
lives here at TCU.”

Whitworth said he believes 
students do not realize their 
individual impact on global 
warming and the environment 

or their ability to save energy 
by simply shutting down their 
computers at night or turning 
off the faucet while they brush 
their teeth.

“I think our students are 
incredibly sensitive, and they 
have all the elements to be 
socially conscious,” Whit-
worth said. “They’re just not 
aware. Once they make that 
connection, they’ll turn TCU 
upside down. I really believe 
that.” 

BIKETOUR
From page 1

GAS
From page 1

FASHION
From page 1



As tax day approaches, millions 
of Americans scramble to make 
sense of yet another income tax 
return. In the process, many dis-

cover the ridicu-
lous complexity and 
unfairness of Amer-
ica’s income tax sys-
tem. Some 66,000 
pages of tax rules 
govern the system, 
rules that even pro-
fessionals do not 
always understand. 

As a result, most tax returns are 
inaccurate, meaning people are pay-
ing too much or too little tax. The 
bottom line is America’s income tax 
system is broken and needs repair.

Politicians, talk show hosts and 
private citizens alike have proposed 
numerous solutions to America’s 
taxation problem. Of all the propo-
sitions, the FairTax, proposed by 

Georgia Congressman John Linder, 
is perhaps the best and most fea-
sible option. As described in Neal 
Boortz’s “The FairTax Book,” the 
FairTax is a comprehensive reform 
plan that would abolish every form 
of federal taxation, shut down the 
Internal Revenue Service, repeal the 
16th Amendment and replace all 
of this with a simple, federal sales 
tax. Thus, instead of paying taxes 
based on earnings, everyone would 
pay taxes based on spending. The 
rich spend more, so they pay more 
tax, and the poor spend less, so 
they pay less tax. There would be 
no tracking of income, the tax code 
would be only 132 pages long, and 
nobody would have to file a confus-
ing income tax return. 

If implemented, how exactly 
would this so-called FairTax sys-
tem work? Consider the following 
example: A college student works 

20 hours a week at $10 per hour. At 
the end of the week, he receives a 
paycheck for the entire amount of 
$200, because under the FairTax, 
there is no withholding of earnings. 
Perhaps he decides to save $100 of 
this check. This untaxed $100 could 
grow tax-free, earning the student 
more interest than he would have 
otherwise earned under the income 
tax system. Then he spends the oth-
er $100 at the mall. At the mall, a 
23 percent federal tax is included in 
the cost of all new goods. Even with 
this 23 percent, however, the over-
all cost of goods is not significantly 
different from prices under today’s 
income tax system. This is because 
without an income tax, economists 
expect the average price of goods to 
drop about 22 percent (visit fairtax.
org or read The FairTax Book for 
further explanation). In the end, the 
college student would have more 

money saved and more money to 
spend than he would under the cur-
rent income tax system.

The world’s 10th largest economy 
uses a similar sales tax system to 
generate the majority of its revenue. 
In this economy, residents pay no 
income tax, while a 6.25 percent 
sales tax generates enough revenue 
to successfully fund the govern-
ment. The whole system is extreme-
ly simple and successful. So, where 
is this booming economy? It is actu-
ally the state of Texas.

Overall, the FairTax is the best 
way to solve the complexity and 
fairness issues associated with 
America’s income tax system. 
This sales-based tax would result 
in every individual having more 
spending money, the option to save 
earnings tax-free and the ability 
to control how much tax he pays 
through how much he purchases. 

Ultimately, the FairTax is a just, effi-
cient, transparent and intelligent 
solution to the frustration and ineq-
uity of America’s broken income tax 
system.

Caleb Slavin is a freshman entrepreneurial 

management major from Flower Mound.

Walk into any bookstore in 
America and look at the self-
help section to find an eclectic 
yet conspicuously overpopu-

lated selection 
of person-
al advice. 
Authors such 
as Stephen R. 
Covey, Antho-
ny Robbins 
and Deepak 
Chopra claim 
to have the 
answers to all 

the biggest personal problems 
Americans have been losing 
sleep over. “The South Beach 
Diet,” “Chicken Soup for the 
Soul” and “Men are from 
Mars, Women are from Venus” 
all claim to have the answers 
to a happier, healthier life. Yet 
are these authors really that 
concerned with helping the 
average American’s problems? 
It seems more likely that they 
are just interested in their 
bank accounts and stock port-
folios.

Americans love “success 
literature”; in fact, in 2006 
alone, Americans spent $741 
million on self-help books, 
according to ParaPublish-
ing.com. What about those 
$200 seminars where partici-
pants find themselves chant-
ing, “I will take control of 
my destiny” or the get-rich-
quick guide to “Dominating 
the Real Estate Market” from 
one of those late-night info-
mercials? In 2005, the self-
improvement industry picked 
up a $2.99 billion check from 
apparently problem-riddled 
Americans, according to Para-
Publishing.com. 

These self-help advocates 
tend to promote a critical and 

constructive method. 
First, they make the reader 

feel as though there is some-
thing wrong with his or her 
life, and second, they claim 
the only road to happiness is 
to buy into their messages. 
The problem with this mode 
of selling a product is not 
peculiar to self-help books. 
Nearly every product sold 
uses that critical/construc-
tive method. But self-help 
books are personally effec-
tive. They prey on the weak 
by making them feel inferior 
to the speaker, thus, reinforc-
ing the need to be cured of 
a problem that they did not 
know they had. Ideas such 
as “releasing the inner child” 
and “unlocking your full 
inner potential” lead listeners 
to feel that there is a problem 
in their lives, and the only 
way to fix it is by following 
the speaker’s, say, 12 Steps to 
Being Sexy. 

It may be safe to say that 
many of these works are 
loaded with pseudoscientif-
ic psychobabble, disguising 
common-knowledge sayings 
with medical jargon or citing 
obscure research results. That 
really gets under my skin, 
especially when it demeans 
the average consumer and cre-
ates unhealthy expectations 
that are not necessary for liv-
ing a full and happy life.

So far, I’ve presented a 
rather skeptical account about 
these gurus of the good life, 
but there are some benefits in 
the things they say. Psycho-
therapists have shown there 
is a measurable benefit to lis-
tening to the advice of men, 
such as Stephen R. Covey, 
writer of “The 7 Habits of 

Highly Effective People,” for 
it promotes a mentality that 
seems to be a precondition 
for effectively functioning in 
life. 

After Intel started running 
employees through Covey’s 
program, communication 
between the techs and the 
engineers improved and pro-
ductivity jumped noticeably. 
According to a Newsweek 
article from 2000, 2,500 psy-
chologists rated their favorite 
books and authors in “The 
Authoritative Guide to Self-
Help Resources in Mental 
Health” saying that at least 
two-thirds of the available 
material was beneficial. Yet 
there is no laboratory test to 
give empirical proof that this 
particular method or any par-
ticular 10-step program actu-
ally works. 

All in all, these authors are 
self-interested swindlers who 
create problems so they heal 
the reader with clever pro-
grams that solve issues the 
reader doesn’t actually have. 
With some rhetoric and a 
clever vocabulary, Americans 
are just curing themselves 
of a placebo effect. If that is 
the case, these authors have 
no interest in improving the 
human condition; they are 
only interested in their own 
selfish gains: book sales.

So, while we may find 
some nuggets of wisdom in 
literature out there, if it starts 
with a 10-step plan or bears 
the word “secret” somewhere 
in the title, save the money, 
get some free advice from 
those with wisdom and buy 
a dog.

Win Jackson is a sophomore radio-

TV-film major from Fort Worth.

It’s incredible that vio-
lence and bloodshed has 
occurred for more than 
400 years in an area the 
size of Connecticut that 

has a cur-
rent popu-
lation just 
slightly 
larger than 
the city 
of Phila-
delphia, 
but lasting 
peace may 

finally be in sight.
Monday marked the 

first face-to-face meet-
ing between leaders of 
Northern Ireland’s two 
dominant rival parties, 
Sinn Fein and the Dem-
ocratic Unionist Party, 
according to a recent 
New York Times article.

Even more amazingly, 
Gerry Adams of Sinn Fein 
and the Rev. Ian Paisley 
of the D.U.P. agreed to 
work together to create a 
joint provincial govern-
ment by May 8.

For those who aren’t 
up on their Irish histo-
ry, Northern Ireland has 
been embroiled in con-
flict since the settlement 
of Protestants from Scot-
land and England in the 
17th century. Ireland, as 
a predominantly Catho-
lic nation, wanted inde-
pendence from English 
rule, but Northern Irish 
Protestants considered 
themselves loyal English 
citizens. This Catholic-
Protestant conflict, while 

still a hot topic, has taken 
a back seat to the nation-
alist-unionist conflict, 
which was exaggerated by 
the Irish War of Indepen-
dence and the Irish Civil 
War at the beginning of 
the 20th century and still 
goes on today. 

The most extreme 
nationalists, the Irish 
Republican Army, are 
notorious for resorting 
to acts of terrorism to 
pressure the counties of 
Northern Ireland to join 
the Republic of Ireland 
and create a single Irish 
nation. 

It was because of a 
2002 conflict where a 
member of Sinn Fein 
was accused of spying 
for the IRA that North-
ern Ireland lost the right 
enjoyed by the other UK 
provinces, Wales and 
Scotland, to a provincial 
government. In 2005, 
the IRA declared an end 
to the terror, most like-
ly because of a lack of 
funding and support 
from U.S. citizens who 
had traditionally been a 
main source of income 
for the IRA but whose 
attitudes toward terror-
ism changed in a post-
9/11 world.

The 2005 disarmament 
of the IRA seems to have 
paved the way for Mon-
day’s agreement. 

According to the New 
York Times article, U.K. 
Prime Minister Tony 
Blair said, “This won’t 

stop Republicans being 
any less Republican or 
nationalist or making 
unionists less fierce-
ly unionist. But what it 
does mean is that peo-
ple will come together, 
respecting each other’s 
point of view, and share 
power, make sure poli-
tics is only expressed by 
peaceful and democratic 
means.”

For some Americans, 
Ireland is a place of 
leprechauns and Guin-
ness, of shamrocks and 
St. Patrick’s Day. When 
I visited the Republic 
of Ireland during my 
fall semester in Lon-
don, my tour guide said 
many visiting Americans 
don’t even know that the 
Republic of Ireland is an 
independent country and 
that Northern Ireland is 
a province of the U.K., 
yet there are thousands 
of us who can trace back 
to some form of Irish 
heritage.

Well, as a country 
committed to fighting a 
War on Terror, it’s time 
the U.S. paid attention to 
Ireland because the suc-
cess of a Northern Irish 
joint government could 
mean an end to one of 
the world’s most notori-
ous terrorist organiza-
tions.

Talia Sampson is a junior 

news-editorial journalism and 

international relations major 

from Moorpark, Calif. Her 

column appears Thursdays.
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Attorney general exceeded bounds

During the past week, TCU finan-
cial aid officials have been going 
toe-to-toe with the New York 

Attorney General Andrew Cuomo in 
regards to allegedly unethical revenue 
sharing practices.

TCU has a partnership with Education 
Finance Partners, the key lender for TCU finan-
cial aid support. This partner is being heavily 
scrutinized by the attorney general’s office for 
“unlawful and deceptive acts and practices.”

The harm from this is minimal, and, 
in this case, Cuomo is overstepping the 
bounds of his position of power in New 
York. If the amount of money and interest 
rates for student payback on loans has been 
static, why is there such a problem?

The answer lies in the attorney general’s 
motives. Perhaps, he simply wants to ruffle 
some feathers from the highchair in the Big 
Apple.

Current investigations are taking place, and 
it seems little evidence is pointing toward 
TCU and EFP being truly guilty parties.

Andrew Cuomo and the attorney general’s 
office should be ashamed for overstepping 
their bounds on a subject that is not very 
concrete in its standing on what may be 
illegal or not. As of now, members of TCU 
financial services are expecting an out-of-
court settlement regarding the revenue shar-
ing to take place. Not touching the lending 
company would have been an equally valid 
alternative.

Locally, university financial aid employees 
have made the effort to show there are oth-
er lending and loan companies in addition 
to EFP available to students, proving other 
lending companies are always available for 
students needing to take out loans during 
the college years.

Campus workers have done their part, 
now it is up to the attorney general to make 
a decision on what is just for both EFP and 
the TCU financial aid office. 

Sometimes a cliche is all that can be said in a 
situation like this, “If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.”

Sports editor Marcus Murphree for the editorial board.

“Maybe all one can do is hope to end up with the right regrets.” 
    
            — Arthur Miller

FairTax plan best resolution for confusing tax time

Self-help books waste of money Ireland needs to reunite, 
end IRA’s terrorist actions
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Alum joins Hispanic Sports Hall of Fame
By ASHLEIGH WHALEY
Staff Reporter

Coming to TCU from South 
Texas on a football and base-
ball scholarship was like drop-
ping in by parachute, said the 
1960 alumnus inducted into 
the National Hispanic Sports 
Hall of Fame on Friday.

In the classroom, Rodemiro 
Gonzales said he developed a 
deep appreciation for educa-
tion. He began to realize the 
potential he never thought he 
had growing up in Hebbron-
ville, where the median income 
is less than $25,000 and the 
population is 90 percent His-
panic or Latino, according to 
the 2000 census report.

Gonzales has been an inspi-
ration to children in the San 
Antonio area for the past 60 
years serving as a school 
principal, football coach and 
human resources administra-
tor, said Joe Cortez, President 
of the Hispanic Sports Founda-
tion for Education, Inc. 

Committed to educational 
development, Gonzales has 
made a tremendous impact on 

the lives of countless children, 
Cortez said, and his associa-
tion with the foundation will 
help many students break the 
financial and social barriers 
they face.

The foundation inducted 
six athletes, including Gon-
zales, into the hall of fame at 
6 p.m. Saturday in the Omni 
Hotel. Eight students were 
also awarded $1000 scholar-
ships each during the ceremo-
ny to be used toward college 
tuition.

Gonzales is quick to remem-
ber the names of his most influ-
ential professors at TCU.

“They instilled in me the 
belief that I wasn’t going to 
fail, that failure wasn’t an 
option,” Gonzales said. “The 
academics were challenging 
but also enlightening.”

Although Gonzales was 
one of the few Hispanic stu-
dents at TCU during the 1950s, 
he recalls being treated like 
everyone else on and off the 
field.

“The integrity and charac-
ter of the school made me feel 

like I was a member of one 
big family,” he said. “The 
professors knew who I was 
and cared about my educa-
tion.”

Gonzales’ devotion to 
making college a reality for 
underprivileged teens has 
earned him respect from 
the entire community, Cor-
tez said.

In 1960, Gonzales received 
a Bachelor of Science in biol-
ogy and a job offer from a 
Fort Worth oil company. He 
refused the job because of 
a “call to education” he said 
he could not ignore, and 
in 1967 earned a master’s 
degree in education from 
Our Lady of the Lake Uni-
versity in San Antonio.

“Economics plays a big 
part in whether or not kids 
are able to go to school,” 
Gonzales said. “I want stu-
dents to be aware that 
they can attend.”

Students in low-
income areas need 
inspiration and it is 
usually “long over 
due,” Cortez said.

“ S c h o l a r s h i p 
winners will call 
to thank us and 
you can just tell in 
their voices they 
never expected it, 

that they’re trying to climb 
a mountain,” he said.

Mel Feldman, a member of 
the Hispanic Sports Founda-
tion for Education, Inc., said 
the scholarship recipients 
are among the most out-
standing students involved 
with Project Stay, a non-
profit organization designed 
to help students pursue a 
higher education.

In addition to Gonzales, 
the hall of fame’s class of 
2007 includes two life-time 
achievement award win-
ners, John Hines and Rob-
ert Romo.

“Members will serve as 
an umbrella group over the 
national Hispanic commu-
nity,” Feldman said.

“They instilled in me the belief that 
I wasn’t going to fail, that failure 

wasn’t an option. The academics were 
challenging but also enlightening.”

Rodemiro Gonzales
TCU Alumnus

COURTESY OF Cecilio Lara

Rodemiro Gonzales stands in his TCU football uniform in the 1950s. He was inducted 
into the National Hispanic Sports Hall of Fame on March 23 in San Antonio.
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TODAY’S CROSSWORD
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Q: Why do bees have sticky hair?

A: They use honeycombs.

WORTH A LAUGH — BUT ONLY ONETODAY IN HISTORY

Sponsored by:

SUDOKU PUZZLE

Directions
Fill in the grid so 
that every 3x3 box, 
row and column 
contains the digits 
1 through 9 without 
repeating numbers.

Wednesday’s Solutions

GET TIPS AND MORE SOLUTIONS 
AT WWW.SUDOKU.COM

See Friday’s paper 
for answers to 
today’s Sudoku 

puzzle.

See Friday’s paper for answers to today’s crossword.
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1973: Two months after the signing of the Vietnam 
peace agreement, the last U.S. combat troops leave 
South Vietnam as Hanoi frees the remaining American 
prisoners of war held in North Vietnam.

TCU Daily Skiff

The Quigmans  by Buddy Hickerson
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By MARCUS MURPHREE
Sports Editor

His eyes are fixed on the sand pit 
15 meters ahead of him. 

He takes a deep breath.
“And one ... and two ... and three.” 
He silently counts his strides as 

he approaches the board.
Takeoff.
Junior Jonathan Jackson and fresh-

man Neidra Covington are the two 
jumpers for TCU who are leaping 
in the NCAA qualifying meets this 
season. 

These two jumpers are scoring 
points in meets for the Flying Frogs 
while showcasing their prowess in 
an event dominated by finesse and 
technique rather than brute strength 
and athleticism.

There is a science to being air-
borne from the final stride touching 
the board to landing the jump in the 
fine grains of the pit.

“There are three main forms in 
long jump,” jumpers’ coach Jeff 
Petersmeyer said. “The sail, the 
hitch-kick and the hang.”

Each method has its respective 
uses depending on the jumper, and 
it is as much an act of physics as it 
is acrobatics.

THE TAKEOFF
Before the techniques are put into 

effect in the air, the jumpers have to 
master the strides it takes to reach 
the platform. 

Covington counts out eight strides 
with focus on the first three steps 

See how the equestrian team stacks up against the 
South Carolina Gamecocks. 
TOMORROW

LEAPS AND BOUNDS
Long jumpers 
reveal their 
secrets for 
competition  

ROBYN SHEPHEARD / Staff Photographer

1. Neidra Covington thrusts her body into a ‘C’ position for takeoff. 2. Spread arms help restrict forward body rotation. 3. She begins to point her heels down for the landing. 4 Heels and 
butt draw together in the pit.

1 2 3 4

having the most force.
“I make sure my first three strides 

are strong,” Covington said.
The stride count is one of the more 

important adjustments made in the 
approach to the board in order to center 
both the runners’ focus and timing.

“I count all eight strides,” Coving-
ton said. “Each time my right foot 
hits, I count one.”

Jackson has a similar method while 
preparing for his jump. He starts with 
his jump leg — the one he pushes 
off with when he reaches the board 
— out in front and then from his first 
step, he starts a cadence.

“And ...”
Then his jump foot touches down.
“One ...”
The process continues following a 

methodical pace as he counts under 
his breath until he reaches the plat-
form and begins to fly toward anoth-
er NCAA qualifying mark.

THE HANG
Both horizontal jumpers, Jackson 

and Covington, have taken a liking 
to the hang style of long jump.

The hang is an act of physics for the 
jumper once he or she is airborne.

“The key is to deter forward rota-
tion by extending the body in a ‘C’ 
position,” Petersmeyer said.

Covington is attending TCU on a 
full scholarship while chipping away 
at personal and school records in the 
long jump, but she said parts of her 
approach that still need practice.

“I am still trying to work on the 
degree of my body when I hit the 
board (for takeoff),” Covington said.

Although she has not bested her per-
sonal record in the long jump yet, the 
technique has brought Covington regu-
lar improvement through the season.

“Sometimes you have a new jumper 
and a new coach and it takes some time 
to get adjusted,” Petersmeyer said.

THE LANDING
Long jump rules and regulations 

have been static over time and the 
landing is a point in the jump in 
which a contestant can lose valu-
able inches on the measurement. If 
a jumper falls backward after landing 
in the pit, the measurement will be 
taken from the point furthest back, 
not forward.

In order to prevent a backward tum-
ble, Petersmeyer coaches his jumpers 
on letting momentum take its toll dur-
ing the landing. He did mention, how-
ever, that other jumpers throughout 
history have had some different tech-
niques of “sticking the landing.”

“Jessie Owens would land and 
then pop up and move forward,” 
Petersmeyer said.

The step-by-step landing Peters-
meyer tries to teach involves pull-
ing the butt to the heels once in the 
sand and then using the hands to 

roll to the side when the momentum 
is done carrying the jumper.

Jackson said his landing is based 
entirely on his momentum just car-
rying him through the pit while try-
ing to glide through a landing on his 
butt or heels.

Covington’s final approach is 
similar.

“I try to land on my butt and scoot, 
letting my force bring me forward,” 
Covington said.

THE FINAL PRODUCT
For a brief second in the air, the 

long jumper is in flight making a glo-
rious arc toward the sands below.

While suspended above the pit, 
the jumpers are calculating and 
adjusting for the landing before 
them. For the Flying Frogs, the two 
jumpers, Covington and Jackson, 
every stride to the platform is anoth-
er chance to engrave their names 
in the TCU record books.


