
By LISA FALCONE
Staff Reporter

A Brite Divinity School stu-
dent  presented an interpreta-
tion on International Women’s 
Day of a passage from the 
Hebrew bible that reveals God 
describing God’s self in male 
and female terms.

Teresa Ellis  spoke Thursday 
at a luncheon hosted by the 
TCU Institute on Women and 
Gender  about research she had 
done regarding female referenc-
es of God.

“I think it could be mean-
ingful to women from various 
religious traditions to give them 
another way to see a female 

image of God in the text,” she 
said. “This is just fun for me.”

Her interpretation came from 
the story of Moses and the burn-
ing thorn bush with a specifi -
cally Jewish approach.

In the story, God gives two 
self-identifi cations before giving 
a third identifi cation that is the 
Lord. First, God identifi es God’s 
self, “I will be who I will be.” 

Ellis said she re-divided the 
words and changed the vowels 
of the Hebrew translation of the 
statement which resulted in God 
self-identifying by the combina-
tion of a female name Asherah  
and a male name Yah .

“The declaration about 

Asherah  is both said and not 
said because that is the only 
way to include plurality while 
emphasizing the unity that is 
expressed by ‘I will be who I 
will be,’” Ellis said. 

In addition to Ellis’ presen-
tation, Nokia Research Awards 
were given to two graduate 
students from the Brite Divin-
ity School. The awards are 
given to students specifi cally 
doing research on issues of 
women and gender in their 
fi elds.

Katy Low  won for her dis-
sertation titled “From angels 
to scornful wives; Job’s wife in 
art and visual culture.” Mary 

Jo Kaska  won for “The narra-
tive repair of Moses’ mother 
rescuing Jochebed from fi lm 
versions of the story.”

Kaska’s research will be 
presented in July in Vienna, 
Austria for the Society of Bib-
lical Literature.

Joanne Greene , director 
of the Institute on Women 
and Gender, said the insti-
tute is designed to facilitate 
research.

“What we are trying to do is 
get more money to give grants 
to help people do research,” 
she said. “We have forums like 
this so they can share their 
research with others.”

SPORTS: Baseball is looking up, page 6

PECULIAR FACT
RALEIGH, N.C. - John Cornwell, a Duke engi-
neering graduate, built himself a refrigerator 
that can toss a can of beer to his couch with the 
click of a remote control.      — Associated Press
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Professor to attend conference
for technological improvement

Renovations begin on Amon Carter Stadium to accommodate athletics program

By MICHAEL BOU-NACKLIE
Staff Reporter

A professor has been 
appointed to a national con-
ference dedicated to improving 
the greater Fort Worth area  for 
both residents and their wal-
lets. 

Larry Kitchens,  director of the 
Center for Instructional Servic-
es,  was recently appointed to 
the information and technol-
ogy committee as part of the 
National League of Cities Con-
ference. 

The committee 
will address issues 
related to provid-
ing improved cable 
service to homes 
in the Dallas/
Fort Worth area, 
electronic voting 
practices and the 
use of technology 
as an educational 
tool. 

K i t c h e n s ’  
appointment came 
directly from the 
president of the 
NLC, and he was 
one of the four 
representatives 

chosen from Texas. Other rep-
resentatives chosen were from 
Plano, Dallas and Arlington.  

According to the NLC Web 
site, 1,600  cities are repre-
sented from around the nation 
and 18,000  other cities use 
the results from the NLC to 
improve their facilities.

Kitchens said his  main con-
cern is the control over broad-
casting companies within cities, 
which, in the last six years, has 

By SONYA CISNEROS
Staff Reporter

A campuswide makeover 
would not be complete without 
giving the John Justin Athletic 
Center  a new look.

Fundraising has begun to 
renovate the south end of the 
Amon Carter Stadium  to accom-
modate the growing needs of 
TCU athletics, said Danny Mor-
rison, athletics director.

The renovations to the John 
Justin Athletic Center  will cre-

ate multiple uses out of the 
same facility, he said.  

Renovations will add several 
new meeting rooms and oth-
er academic facilities for stu-
dent-athletes. A hospitality area 
for the football and basketball 
programs will also be created, 
Morrison said. 

Ross Bailey , associate athletics 
director, said the renovation will 
set the tone for the entire athlet-
ic department as one that wants 
students to excel both athletically 

and academically. 
TCU recently added its 20th 

NCAA program, the equestrian 
team, which has inflated the 
student-athlete population, said 
Chris Uchacz , director of athletic 
academic services.  

While the students haven’t 
outgrown the current academic 
spaces, it’s very likely there will 
be a need for more space in the 
foreseeable future, Uchacz said. 

The addition of a computer 
lab and tutorial rooms will allow 

the offi ce of academic services 
to better serve the student-ath-
letes, Uchacz said.  

There will also be many ben-
efi ts at the athletic end as well, 
Morrison said.   

A potential dining component 
of the renovation will allow the 
department to host banquets 
and team meals, Bailey said. 

A tiered team meeting room 
will be added to allow the foot-
ball team to review game foot-
age together, Bailey said. 

There will also be six suites 
added, Morrison said. 

The suites will resemble those 
at the Dallas Cowboy Stadium 
or American Airlines Center, 
Morrison said. 

“It’s a win-win for everybody,” 
Bailey said. 

The department is currently 
in the preliminary stages of the 
$13 million project, but $3 mil-
lion must still be raised before 
proceeding, Morrison said.

Private donors have pledged 

$10 million to the project; how-
ever, this doesn’t mean that 
TCU has that money in its bank 
accounts just yet, Morrison said.  
He said a pledge is essentially a 
commitment to donate.  

TCU will have to collect at 
least $8 million from those com-
mitme nts to begin renovation, 
he said.  

In considering further reno-
vation of the stadium, the proj-
ect will serve as a starting point, 
Bailey said. 

ISLAMIC AWARENESS

BILLY WESSELS / Photo Editor

(From left) Michelle Nusrallah, Zara Selod, Keisha Shaheed and Alia Selim discuss the rights and status of women in Islam and the workplace at the 
Professional Women in Islam panel Thursday. The event was part of the fi rst Islamic Awareness Week that TCU has held.                               

See NLC, page 2

BILLY WESSELS / Photo Editor

Larry Kitchens, director of Center for Instructional Services, 
was recently appointed to a national conference that will 
help cities across the nation maintain local government 
control over public channel content.

By JENIGHI POWELL
Staff Reporter

Islam supports the fair treat-
ment of women in education and 
the workforce, a panel of Islam-
ic women from the Fort Worth 
community said Thursday.

Saddyna Belmashkan , presi-
dent of the Muslim Student Asso-
ciation , asked several members 
of her mosque, Masjid Al Ibra-
heemi , to discuss women’s rights 
in Islam as part of Thursday’s 
Professional Women in Islam  
panel discussion. Panelists 
answered questions for about 
one hour.

The status of women in Islam 
and the hijab  were some of the 
other topics discussed by the 
panel as a part of the fi rst annual 

Islamic Awareness Week.
Principal Michelle Nusrallah , 

pediatrician Keisha Shaheed , 
retired pathologist Sayeeda Sel-
od  and entrepreneur Alia Selim  
participated in the panel.

Keely Doering , a sophomore 
graphic design major, said she was 
interested in the panel because 
she wanted to learn about other 
cultures and religions.

All panelists agreed people 
would be surprised to fi nd that 
Muslim  women have several 
rights often misconstrued by 
the media. Nusrallah  and Selod  
said education is paramount for 
Islamic women. Nusrallah , prin-
cipal of Al-Hedayah Academy , 
an Islamic elementary school in 
Fort Worth , said it is important 

for parents to serve as a bride 
to society.

“Just like other American 
women, Muslim women, even 
if they decide to become stay-at-
home mothers, have bachelor’s, 
master’s and doctorate degrees,” 
Nusrallah  said.

Panelists started by dis-
cussing “covering,” the act of 
wearing the traditional Mus-
lim veil, the hijab , and wear-
ing modest clothing.

Selim , who is owner of an 
online travel agency, said she 
was nervous about starting to 
cover herself when she began 
attending the University of Texas 
at Arlington.

“I thought it would have a 
negative effect,” Selim  said. 

“But nobody looked at me dif-
ferently.” 

Panelists also said society is 
gradually becoming more accept-
ing of Islamic practices, such as 
wearing the hijab , praying and 
eating practices, and even tradi-
tional Muslim greetings.

“I’ve had people say ‘Assalaam 
Alaikum’  to me in the streets,” 
Selod  said. “I’m glad they recog-
nize me as a Muslim.”

Fidaa Elaydi , a freshman biol-
ogy major, said she thought the 
event was well-received.

“I think Islamic Awareness 
Week as a whole has been 
successful,” Elaydi  said. “I 
think it was great to have so 
many perspectives from dif-
ferent women.”

Media misrepresents Muslim rights, panelists say

Brite student discusses God’s female image

Adviser regrets past
SGA budget choices
By ERICK MOEN
Staff Reporter

If questionable budgeting tac-
tics arise again, the adviser to 
the Student Government Asso-
ciation said he will take steps 
to curb them.

SGA adviser Larry Markley  
said he advised against the over-
budgeting of SGA, the wording 
of the vote that raised the stu-
dent fee and locking $76,500 
of the budget into the student 
activities funding board.

Markley said he wished he 
would have stopped some of 
these past actions, and said he 
will step in to block them in 
the future.

Markley  said he did not 
believe the vote that raised 
the fee in November 2005 was 
very well-supported by students 
either. 

Jace Thompson, current SGA 
president, said he heard in an 
SGA meeting that 1,800 students 
to 2,000 students voted in favor 
of the increase.  

The records for the vote could 
not be found because of the 
process used to tally the votes, 
said Emily Burgwyn, director 
of Student Affairs Information 
Services.

Student Affairs Information 
Services tabulates the online 
vote electronically and gives the 

results to the sponsor and the 
vote is deleted from its records, 
Burgwyn said.

Thompson said he didnt’ 
know if any past voting records 
were kept by SGA.

Markley and Kim Appel, 
adviser to the House of Stu-
dent Representatives, did not 
return phone calls or e-mails 
by press time to comment on 
whether records of past votes 
are kept.

Markley said many of the 
problems regarding the budget 
were passed because the House 
does not spend much time look-
ing at the budget.

“We’ve gone years that 
nobody even asked a ques-
tion about the budget,” Mark-
ley said. 

Markley said when no one 
asks any questions, “It gives 
the appearance that you don’t 
care.” 

Markley  said this is because 
the term “budget” scares some 
SGA members.

“They don’t budget their own 
money, let alone try and bud-
get everybody’s money,” Mar-
kley said.

Markley  said he tries to edu-
cate every member on budget-
ing before they take offi ce, but 
he said it is diffi cult for them to 

See SGA, page 2



project what spending will be 
needed in the future.

Many of the actions were car-
ried out by SGA members who 
tried to schedule meetings so 
advisers couldn’t be present to 
offer suggestions, he said.

Markley said he did not take 
action to stop these members’ 
budgeting tactics because he 
tries to give guidance but still 
let the students be in charge.

“We are faculty advisers, and 
it is students’ money,” Markley 
said.

Kathy Hamer, publication 
coordinator for Campus Life, 
said she admired Don Mills, vice 
chancellor for student affairs, for 
his stance on letting student 
organizations be autonomous.

“TCU is good at leaving the 
students alone to do their jobs,” 
Hamer said.

She said advisers have diffi-
cult jobs.

“Advisers try to foster learn-

ing and protect the project but 
sometimes they can’t,” Hamer 
said.

Hamer said she has had to 
make  tough choices, but she has 
never had to block any action 
by students before.

Mills said, “If we are aware 
students are misusing student 
funds or abusing their power, 
the university is obligated to 
step in.”

However, Mills said, the 
university will not block SGA 
unless it does something illegal 
or breaks one of the university’s 
fiscal policies.

“I would hate for my job as 
administrator to be second-
guessing SGA,” Mills said.
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been removed from local city offi-
cials’ power.

“We are talking about a power-
ful communication tool,” Kitch-
ens said. “How many of us rely 
on cable companies for not only 
television service but for broad-
band connections? If someone 
has a problem with the program-
ming of their cable company, they 
aren’t going to call Austin for a 
problem they have in Hurst.”

The conference will take place 
in Washington, D.C., March 10 
through March 14. Several speak-
ers will be at NLC including Sen. 
Hillary Rodham Clinton, D-N.Y., 
and George Stephanopoulos, host 
of ABC’s “This Week.”

Deana Muirheid, manager 
of media support services for 
Instructional Services, said she 
is enthusiastic about Kitchens’ 
appointment to the NLC as his 
position at TCU makes him a 

good choice for what the con-
ference hopes to achieve.

“He is the ideal person for a 
committee such as this because 
he is the person responsible 
for observing the needs of the 
classroom and implementing 
the tools which will improve 
the environment where stu-
dents learn,” she said.

Muirheid said Kitchens has 
been dealing with issues regard-
ing instructional support for 
classrooms such as a podcast-
ing program, allowing students 
to download supplemental lec-
tures of the classes they already 
attend in order to help students 
learn within the last decade.

“He’s always been open to new 
suggestions and things such as 
the podcasting demonstrate that 
he has always been really good 
at working with new ideas based 
on student and faculty input,” 
Muirheid said. “So his appoint-
ment to the NLC makes sense 
since it will involve a lot oF 
the same things.”

NLC
From page 1

Parking on Princeton St. restricted due to safety Man on tape 
contacts police
By ASHER FOGLE
Staff Reporter

Police said a male student 
they wanted to speak to in 
connection with a reported 
sexual assault has contacted 
TCU Police on Thursday.

The man was seen in 
a surveillance video from 
the GrandMarc at West-
berry Place near a female 
student who reported a sex-
ual assault in her residence 
Feb. 25. Fort Worth police 
were looking for the man 
because he could have addi-
tional information, said Sgt. 
Jim Thomson of the Fort 
Worth Police Department’s 
sex crimes unit.

After TCU Police sent 
images of the man in an 
e-mail to students and fac-
ulty at about 9 a.m. Thurs-
day, the man called police 
within 10 minutes to iden-
tify himself, said TCU Police 
Sgt. Kelly Ham.

Ham said information 
concerning the man’s iden-
tity had been sent to Fort 
Worth police who are han-
dling the investigation.

By MICHAEL BOU-NACKLIE
Staff Reporter

Parking on Princeton Street 
has been restricted for safety 
concerns of vehicles not being 
able to use the lanes due to 
parked vehicles, Fort Worth 
police say.

Fort Worth police officer 
Kirk Byrom said the prob-
lems with parking were first 
brought to attention when 
TCU Police requested park-
ing be changed on Princeton 

Street so vehicles would not 
need to cross into the west-
bound lane of traffic because 
of lack of space. 

Parking was originally 
limited to ensure emergency 
vehicles, such as fire trucks, 
would be able to make it 
through, Byrom said.

Jon Craver, senior engi-
neering technician at the Fort 
Worth Streets Department, 
measured the width of Prince-
ton Street and determined that 

with vehicles parked on the 
south side of the street, vehi-
cles could not pass.

“The minimum width of a 
traffic lane is nine feet,”  Crav-
er said. “Most people now 
drive large SUVs, and when 
you have two large vehicles 
trying to pass, 18 feet is too 
narrow.”

Craver also said the required 
width for a street is 28 feet. 
Princeton Street, however, fell 
short at 26 feet. 

SGA
From page 1
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
“Do not dwell in the past. Do not dream of the future.  
  Concentrate the mind on the present moment.”
                     — Buddha

JOHN-LAURENT TRONCHE    

MARCUS MURPHREE       AMBER PARCHER                 

ANDREW CHAVEZ               

LINDSEY BEVER            

Editorial Board

Know how money helps AIDS in Africa before opening pocketbook 
The AIDS epidemic in 

Africa only grows more 
serious.

So serious, in fact, that 
people all over the world 
need to re-evaluate the 

tactics being 
used to bat-
tle the AIDS 
virus.

Although 
major prog-
ress has 
been made 
in increas-
ing AIDS 

awareness across the 
globe, increasing actual 
support to deal with the 
illness has been less suc-
cessful. Many organiza-
tions and charities have 
joined forces in the fight 
against AIDS, and one of 
the most effective ways 
people can help them is 
money. 

It’s great that you want 
to open your heart — and 
your checkbook — to 
this effort, but before you 

do so, you need to know 
where and how your money 
is being used. In the end, 
your heartfelt contribution 
may turn out to have more 
of an impact on you and 
your wallet than the cause 
you’re supporting.

Probably the big-
gest misconception peo-
ple have about the fight 
against AIDS today is 
about the (RED) cam-
paign. In fact, (RED), cre-
ated by U2’s Bono and 
DATA Chairman Bobby 
Shriver, is not a charity 
at all but, according to its 
Web site, a business mod-
el. Businesses that part-
ner with (RED), such as 
Sprint and Apple, decide 
how much of their profits 
they wish to contribute to 
what is often referred to 
as helping “eliminate AIDS 
in Africa.”

However, eliminat-
ing AIDS in Africa isn’t 
exactly what (RED) is 
doing. What (RED) actu-

ally does is provide drugs 
to those already infected 
so they may, as the cam-
paign’s manifesto states, 
“contribute socially and 
economically in their 
communities.” Providing 
drugs to those infected is 
indeed an important goal, 
but there are many orga-
nizations already doing 
just that. If (RED) actually 
wants to help eliminate 
AIDS in Africa, it should 
put its proceeds toward 
research for a cure, as 
well as toward drugs such 
as Nevirapine, which has 
been shown to prevent 
babies from contracting 
HIV from their infect-
ed mothers during birth, 
according to an Aug. 6 
New York Times article. 

Creating more drugs 
that have the potential to 
limit the number of new-
borns infected with HIV, 
which can be as high 
as half a million a year, 
according to the same 

New York Times article, 
would be a major step in 
the fight against AIDS.

According to a Decem-
ber UNAIDS/WHO AIDS 
Epidemic Update, 4.3 mil-
lion people were newly 
infected with HIV in 2006, 
2.8 million in Sub-Saharan 
Africa alone.

It’s also important for 
those living in Africa, 
infected or not, to be well-
informed about AIDS. 
Without proper education 
at the source, there can be 
little effective help from 
the outside. 

While seemingly less 
direct, education pro-
grams and projects such 
as the AFT-Africa AIDS 
Campaign, which offers 
resources for African 
teachers to develop peer-
education programs, offer 
future hope in curbing the 
spread of AIDS in Africa.

Avert.org, an interna-
tional charity based in the 
United Kingdom, points 

out that discrimination is 
a major barrier to AIDS 
education. The charity’s 
Web site describes how 
social and economic dif-
ferences between men and 
women have limited the 
female population’s access 
to safe-sex and AIDS edu-
cation, which is dangerous 
considering 59 percent of 
those in Sub-Saharan Afri-
ca with HIV are women.

Another problem keep-
ing information about 
AIDS from reaching peo-
ple in African nations is 
cutbacks in funding from 
the United States, a major 
player in the fight against 
AIDS.

President Bush’s “faith-
based initiatives” provide 
aid and funding to orga-
nizations that promote 
abstinence-only teaching 
both here in the United 
States and abroad and 
do not involve those that 
provide basic sex educa-
tion, the distribution of 

condoms or that provide 
proper education about 
condom use and the pos-
sible benefits of safe-sex 
practices.

These initiatives have 
met with resistance from 
groups including the 
United Nations and the 
Center for Health and 
Gender Equity. Human 
Rights Watch referred to 
the initiatives as “jeopar-
dizing” to countries with 
high AIDS populations, 
such as Uganda, which 
had seen progress until 
these initiatives went into 
effect.

Knowing how to help 
and knowing exactly 
where your contribution 
is going and how it will 
be used may seem insig-
nificant, but they can actu-
ally be a huge step in the 
right direction in the fight 
against AIDS.

Ryan Claunch is a senior 

news-editorial journalism 

major from Abilene.

Fighting crime by Internet OK
Using the Internet to 

fight crime is a good 
idea and should be used 
more often. YouTube.
com is filled with fun 

videos 
that can 
distract 
viewers 
for hours. 
But now, 
a handful 
of police 
depart-
ments are 

utilizing YouTube by 
posting surveillance vid-
eos for the public to 
watch so it can aid in 
identifying criminals.

One problem police are 
facing is making the vid-
eos of criminals stand out 
among the thousands of 
others on YouTube. The 
more videos of criminals 
posted, the more people 
will notice them. As long 
as people are aware sur-
veillance videos are on 
YouTube, they will not 
be able to resist watching 
them. 

According to a Miami 
Herald article, Sgt. 
Michael Bentolila in Aven-
tura, Fla., said, “This is 
just something else — an 
extra added feature that 
we can now use to get 
our message out there on 
a countrywide or world-
wide basis.”

One of the most suc-
cessful YouTube cases 

was in Hamilton, Ontar-
io, Canada. Police posted 
a 72-second surveillance 
video of a fatal stabbing 
outside of a hip-hop con-
cert on YouTube’s Web 
site, according to the 
Miami Herald. The vid-
eo received more than 
35,000 hits, and within 
two weeks, police had 
enough information for 
an arrest, thanks to tips 
from viewers. 

I think people will be 
curious enough to watch 
a few surveillance vid-
eos posted by police. It is 
worth a try to see if any-
one may have informa-
tion. It has never been so 
easy to communicate to the 
masses. Using YouTube to 
share surveillance videos 
gives everybody a chance 
to share information and 
puts YouTube to good use. 
You never know who may 
be connected with the peo-
ple involved in a crime. 
Now that information can 
be shared quickly and con-
fidently, more people with 
useful tips may come for-
ward and tell police what 
they know. This is a great 
alternative for individuals 
with knowledge of crimes 
because they may feel safer 
telling officials what they 
know.  

Hannah Daugherty, a 
junior social work major, 
said, “I would report tips 
to police knowing that 

I would not get in any 
trouble for it.”

It makes sense for 
police to use YouTube 
because it is the lat-
est technology that most 
young people are familiar 
with. The Internet is here 
to stay, and from now 
on, almost everyone will 
know how to use it. 

Michael Brady, a retired 
police chief in Charles-
town, R.I., who teaches 
criminal law and criminal 
procedure at Salve Regina 
University in Newport, R.I., 
said in a Yahoo! News arti-
cle, “I kind of applaud the 
fact that police are using 
the latest tools. We tend 
to get stuck in technology 
deficits. We tend to want 
to stick with the old tried-
and-true.”

It is important to take 
advantage of the lat-
est technology. If post-
ing videos of criminals 
on YouTube can lead to 
their identification and 
arrests, I think it is a 
great idea. Maybe this 
effort to involve the pub-
lic in catching the bad 
guys will make criminals 
think twice before they 
commit crimes because 
their chances of getting 
caught are much greater 
with thousands of people 
trying to identify them.

Michelle Anderson is a sophomore 

broadcast journalism major from 

Tyler. Her column appears Fridays.

Enter internship for right reasons
Most of the time, students 

find high-quality internships 
to be few and far between. 
In this day and age, every-
one wants the paid intern-

ship at the 
huge com-
pany that 
people are 
familiar 
with.

It is time 
we take a 
step back 
in to real-

ity. Internships are meant to 
help us learn the skills that 
will help us find and obtain 
the jobs of our dreams. It is 
a time to form relationships 
with companies and people 
working inside those com-
panies in order to get our 
foot in the door for a job.

Many times people over-
look what parts of a sum-

mer internship are the most 
important. Often, people 
think that the internships 
they can get with their 
friends, the ones that pay 
the most or even the ones 
that require the least work 
are the ones they want. 

I’ve been struggling recent-
ly with this idea. I am try-
ing to find the right place to 
be an intern. But sometimes, 
we have to let the right place 
find us.

Some students are strong 
writers, while others are 
strong listeners or organiz-
ers. We all have our own tal-
ents, and we are all unique. 
We need to realize there is 
always a place for us, even if 
it isn’t our first choice.

Internships allow all of 
us a time to grow and learn 
something we cannot quite 
grasp by sitting in the class-

room. It is not only a benefit 
because it prepares us for the 
“real world” we are all going 
to face one day, but it also 
gives us an opportunity to let 
companies fight for us. 

It is a known fact that 
internships look great on 
resumes. What we may not 
remember is that the more 
companies we intern for, the 
more doors we are opening 
for our futures. Most of those 
companies are considering us 
for jobs when we graduate.

We all need to spend a 
little more time working on 
our skills and building our 
resumes, and a little less time 
worrying about how well-
known the companies we are 
interning for are.

This idea does not only 
work when thinking about 
internships, though. It can 
be used daily, whether it is 
in class or at home. We all 
have talents and abilities our 
neighbors do not, and we all 
have different paths for our 
lives. 

But often, we try too hard 
to get there. We think too 
much. We overindulge. We 
have to start realizing that 
life is full of ups and downs, 
but in the end only one thing 
matters. Did we give it our 
all? Did we put our best foot 
forward? If the answer to this 
is yes, then there is nothing 
more in this world we need.

Marissa Warms is a junior 

advertising/public relations major from 

Irving. Her column appears  Fridays.
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Bush’s spring break visit not enough

Over the next few days, Presi-
dent Bush will conduct a five-
country tour of Latin America to 

“underscore the commitment of the Unit-
ed States to the Western Hemisphere,” 
according to the White House.

Bravo to Bush for backpacking through 
Brazil, but it comes about five years too 
late; anti-U.S. sentiment has already gained 
a foothold down south.

While the current administration has 
ignored its Southern neighbors for almost 
seven years, much of Latin America has 
moved on to find other, local friends, such 
as socialist leaders Hugo Chavez of Venezu-
ela and Evo Morales of Bolivia.

In the United States’ absence, Chavez, 
Morales and others have gained and secured 
power, instituted their socialist revolutions 
and assembled a solid fan-base to boot.

That’s not to say the president’s trip is in 
vain, it’s only to say that a whirlwind vaca-
tion won’t mend the collective broken heart 
of Latin America.

But all hope is not lost; the current and 
next administration can repair the damage 
done by taking an active interest in Mid-
dle and South American politics. Drop-
ping by to say “hello” and donating a few 
dollars won’t win the hearts of the many 
in need.

Because the United States relies heav-
ily on immigrants from South America to 
help fill our workforce, it would be in our 
best interest to ensure we don’t lose them.

If the United States expects to remain 
the ally and not the enemy, it should spend 
more time ensuring democracy thrives 
everywhere, and not just in the Middle East.

Additionally, U.S. politicians should real-
ize ignorance of peoples closest to home 
can do more harm than ignorance of those 
abroad.

It’s time all politicians, not just those cur-
rently in power, pay attention to the global 
community instead of those countries that 
make the day-to-day headlines.

Managing editor John-Laurent Tronche for the editorial board.
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By BAILEY SHIFFLER
Staff Reporter

As Spring Break approaches, students across 
campus are packing swimsuits, ski gear and 
even hiking boots as they prepare to embark 
on adventures across Texas, the United States 
and the world. 

Traditionally, Spring Break has sent students 
from kindergarten to graduate school on beach 
and ski vacations, but this year some students are 
taking different routes and spending their vaca-
tions in more exotic places and reaching out to 
the community by doing service projects.

Lauren Jones, a junior supply and value chain 
management and marketing major, is spending 
the week with a group of friends in San Pedro, 
an island off of the coast of Belize. 

“We wanted to go somewhere 
quiet and adventurous. We’ve 

already been to South Padre and 
done all the crazy stuff.”

Lauren Jones

David Clifton , 
a senior neuroscience 
major, is going with a 
group of 12 students 
to Belize on a medical 
mission trip. Through-
out the week, the group 
will help administer 
four free health clin-
ics for underprivileged 
people in Belize. 

“I’m looking 
forward to 

continuing my 
learning. For the 

team, I hope 
that they can 
get an idea of 
how medicine 
is practiced 
outside of 
America.”

Josh Noble, 
a junior biology major, 
is spending his break 
helping with the res-
toration efforts on the 
Gulf Coast. He said he 
will be doing various 
projects focused on 
rebuilding homes. 

Noble said after 
spending Spring 

Breaks at the 
beach and in the 

snow, he is 
looking forward 

to doing 
“something a 

little more 
productive” with 

his week.

Lindsey Ott, 
a sophomore nurs-
ing major, said she is 
excited about spending 
her week in Cabo San 
Lucas. 

“I’m most look-
ing forward to 
lying on the 
beach and 

swimming with 
the dolphins.” 

Cohlby Youtsey, 
a senior middle school 
education major, is tak-
ing a road trip with his 
friends to Colorado for 
a week of skiing. 

He said he is 
excited about 

hanging out with 
his friends on the 

long car ride. 

Some students, such as Travis Bailey, a junior entre-
preneurial management major, are staying in the 
Fort Worth area for the break.

Travis Bailey 
said he is “too cheap to go 

anywhere,” but is still looking 
forward to not having to wake up  

for class.

s 

Faculty and staff share their personal stories. 
AFTER SPRING BREAK

By JOANNA DEERING
Staff Reporter

Spring Break is a time for wet T-shirt contests, 
road trips and women and men alike to go wild. 
It’s an opportunity to spend all of your money 
on postcards you will never remember to send 
and knickknacks that will break before you get 
out of the store. Spring Break is also a chance 
to torture unsuspecting family and friends with 
countless photographs of you posing with the 
largest paper clip in Nowheresville, USA. 

For anyone interested in slathering on the sun-
screen and discovering sand in places you nev-
er knew you had, Life & Style’s Travel section 
lists the top 10 Spring Break destinations, as of 
March 4, as: Miami; Cancun, Mexico; Daytona, 
Fla.; San Jose Cabo, Mexico; the Bahamas; Key 
West, Fla.; Jamaica; Acapulco; Panama City, Fla. 
and South Padre Island. Perhaps the compilers 
of this list have a phobia of skiing.  

What are the top 10 worst places to go on Spring 
Break? According to one post on a Yahoo! Mes-
sage board, “My mother’s house, my Aunt Sally’s 
nursing home, KFC, the bathroom after a Mexi-
can meal, a telephone booth, Costco, the post 
office, a Barry Manilow concert, Antarctica and 
Baghdad.”

Top 10 Best Spring Break 
destinations

Top 10 Worst Spring Break 
destinations

No Plans yet?
If you are procrastinator and Spring Break plan-
ning is stressing you out, studentcity.com, “the 
ultimate Spring Break experience,” offers an aid 
for pricing your trip, various party packages, 
information about hotels, exclusive savings on 
airfare, details about MTV casting calls and pho-
tos, videos and testimonials from students about 
their Spring Breaks. 
Paradiseparties.com and Springbreakdirect.com 
provide similar services.  

The beach is not your only option. After all, 
what happens in Vegas stays in Vegas. There are 
always charities looking for volunteers. Or, you 
could catch up on homework. The fact that you 
haven’t opened a textbook since the beginning of 
freshman year doesn’t mean you’re a lost cause. 
Of course, there is always that elusive creature 
known as “sleep.”       

Just to Recap

The week is yours: From 
tanning to volunteering 
to skiing, enjoy freedom.

Whether packing their 
bags or staying home, 
students have big plans.

FRIDAY
• Check out Frank Miller’s film, “300,” opening at 

theaters everywhere today. 

• “The Ultimate Gift” opens today. For this weekend 
only, $1 of every ticket will be donated to a charitable 
group of your choice. 

• Drive to Grand Prairie and see Snow Patrol and OK 
Go at Nokia Theatre. Doors open at 8 p.m.; tickets are 
$32.50. For more information or to purchase tickets, go 
to ticketmaster.com or call (214) 373-8000. 

• Start your weekend at Billy Bob’s and see Reckless 
Kelly. Tickets are $12 reserved, $9 general admission. Go 
to billybobstexas.com to print out a coupon and save $2 
if you go before 9 p.m.

SATURDAY
• 37th Annual Greek Explosion Step Show and Party 

hosted by UNT’s Zeta Eta chapter of the Delta Sigma Theta 
sorority happens tonight. Doors open at 5 p.m., and the 
show begins at 6 p.m. Tickets are $20-$30 at the door. 
Call (214) 289-9889 for more information or tickets. 

• Jamie Foxx is at Nokia Theatre in Grand Prairie. Shows 
are at 7:30 p.m. and 11 p.m.; tickets are $49.50-$69.75. 
For more information, go to ticketmaster.com or call (214) 
373-8000.

• Check out Zen Tree, Secret Devil Sign, Deaf Angel 
and Strapped at the Aardvark.

• See The Wreckers at Billy Bob’s at 10:30 p.m. Tick-
ets are $15 reserved, $10 general admission. For more 
information, go to billybobstexas.com.

GETTING READY FOR THE WEEKEND

Here’s 
what students 

are doing 

pring
Break
guide
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WORTH A LAUGH — BUT ONLY ONETODAY IN HISTORY

Sponsored by:

SUDOKU PUZZLE

Directions
Fill in the grid so 
that every 3x3 box, 
row and column 
contains the digits 
1 through 9 without 
repeating numbers.

Thursday’s Solutions

GET TIPS AND MORE SOLUTIONS 
AT WWW.SUDOKU.COM

See March 20’s 
paper for answers 

to today’s 
Sudoku puzzle.

See March 20’s paper for answers to today’s crossword.

WWW.DAILYSKIFF.COM • WWW.DAILYSKIFF.COM • WWW.DAILYSKIFF.COM
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The Quigmans  by Buddy Hickerson

Q: What do Horned Frogs eat with their hamburgers?

A: French fl ies.

1959: The fi rst Barbie doll goes on display 
at the American Toy Fair in New York City.
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For more information about the fi nal men’s basketball 
game of the season, check out the Skiff online.
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Freshman pitcher Derek VerHagen delivers a pitch during Saturday’s 4-1 victory 
over the Vermont Catamounts. The Frogs allowed just four runs in during the three-
game sweep and now look ahead to the Whataburger Classic.

By BILLY WESSELS
Photo Editor

The Horned Frogs base-
ball team will be traveling to 
another tournament after a 
series sweep but will try for 
a different result this time.

The Frogs (10-4) will be 
competing in the second 
annual Whataburger Col-
lege Classic , beginning 
with a game Friday against 
the No. 9 Rice Owls (11-7) . 
The team completed the 
13th sweep in Lupton Sta-
dium history last weekend 
against the Vermont Cata-
mounts  (0-3).

The last time the Horned 
Frogs swept a series at home 
and then played in a tourna-
ment the following weekend 
was Feb. 23 through Feb. 25 
when the team appeared in 
the Baseball at the Beach 
tournament in South Caro-
lina . The team lost the fi rst 
three games of that event 
after sweeping Oral Roberts 
University (5-8) prior to the 
tournament.

“Every team is going 
to have their bump in the 
road,” said junior outfi elder 
Clint Arnold . “I think Myrtle 
Beach was our bump in the 
road, and we can get past 
that.”

This past weekend’s sweep 
gave the Frogs more confi -
dence, Arnold said. It was 
confi dence that the team may 
have lost after a disappoint-
ing trip to the East Coast.

“This weekend kind of 
got us back on track,” said 
Arnold, who is hitting .269 
this season. “It gave us a 
little confi dence going into 
a good weekend in Corpus 
Christi, where we will be 
playing some really good 
teams.”

After the Frogs take on the 
Owls in their tournament 
opener, they will face the 
Texas A&M Corpus Christi 
Islanders (12-6)  on Satur-
day and the Texas Tech Red 
Raiders (13-6)  on Sunday.

Junior pitcher Sam Demel  
said this tournament will 
give the Frogs a chance to 

succeed against some stout 
competition.

“We have a chance this 
weekend to put up some 
big wins against some good 
opponents,” Demel said.

Arnold said that while  
all three of these oppo-
nents will be good, they 
are nothing the Frogs can’t 
handle.

One of the worst things 
the Frogs could do is get 
too worried about the com-
petition, Arnold said.

“We don’t need to try too 
hard just because we will 
be playing a couple good 
teams,” Arnold said.

By TIM BELLA
Staff Reporter

Picture this: Two No. 12 seeds 
upset the No. 5 teams in the East 
and South Regionals, a No. 10 
seed defeats a No. 7 team in the 
West Regional and a No. 13 seed 
knocks off the No. 4 seed in the 
Midwest Regional. Brackets are 
busted, dreams go up in smoke 
and the hours spent dissecting  
matchups go to waste thanks to 
teams from schools the casual 
fan would have trouble picking 
out of a lineup. Sound familiar? 
It’s March Madness.

Though not an offi cial phrase 
in the dictionary, the terminol-
ogy has become synonymous 
with the rabid nature of play-
ers, coaches and fans associated 
with the NCAA basketball tour-
naments in March, specifi cally 
the men’s bracket.  

With 64 games (including the 
play-in game) played in a three-
week period, the tournament 
captivates college basketball 
fans far and wide — and Rob-
ert Largen is no exception. 

Largen, an adjunct journalism 
professor , said he takes part in 
a high-stakes “super pool” with 
seven other executives in adver-
tising and marketing from across 
the country.

This “super pool,” which has 
lasted for more than 25 years, is 
important because it allows the 
pool participants to continue the 
type of traditional fun that has 
taken place every March since 
the early stages of their business 
careers, Largen said.

“It’s a way for us to keep in 
touch,” Largen said.

In Largen’s pool, the eight 
participants pick eight teams 
in a “snake” draft setup, where 
the order of the teams chosen in 
the previous round is reversed 
for the next round. Points are 
awarded after wins in each 
round, and in this type of setup, 
Largen said, picking the team 

that’s going to win it all isn’t as 
important as picking a couple 
of teams that make deep runs 
in the tournament.  

Largen makes his picks based 
on the predictions of columnists 
and experts from USA Today and 
The Sporting News, among oth-
ers, as well as a team’s strength 
of schedule and its Rating Per-
centage Index. He said he makes 
average scores for each colum-
nist’s predictions to create inde-
pendent strength rankings for 
the teams in each bracket.

“I hitchhike on their knowl-
edge to get smart on (the tour-
nament),” Largen said.

While fans have implemented 
the use of statistics into their 
decision-making processes, 

George Gilbert, an associate 
professor of mathematics , isn’t 
so sure the use of numbers and 
statistics is necessarily helpful.

Gilbert referenced statistics he 
gathered from ESPN’s Tourna-
ment Challenge during the 1998 
men’s tournament, and said a 
little less than two-thirds of the 
games were picked correctly. He 
said picking teams favored to 
do well presents both pros and 
cons.

“There’s a better probabil-
ity of tying for the lead (in a 
pool), but it hurts you in the 
probability of winning because 
it becomes a crapshoot in the 
end,” Gilbert said.

With as much strategy  being 
tossed around, there’s also a lot 
of money being tossed around 
in the forum of sports gambling 
during this time of the year. 

Bodog, an sports gambling 
Web site, lets fans make single 
bets on the tournament or par-
ticipate in the “March Madness 
Bracket Buster,” which features 

a $10,000 grand prize. 
“Considering our interna-

tional presence, March Mad-
ness only trails the Super Bowl 
and the World Cup of Soccer 
in terms of traffi c,”  the Bodog 
experts  said in an e-mail from 
Aleem Jamal-Kabani, a public 
relations coordinator in associa-
tion with Bodog.

 Considering favorites tend to 
fl uctuate throughout the course 
of the tournament, the people 
at Bodog suggest for even the 
casual fan to do some type of 
research before placing a bet.

“We set all our odds based 
on our analysis of the teams 
and games as well as by taking 
into account the betting tenden-
cies of sports fans,”  the Bodog 
experts said.

A recent H&R Block press 
release said one demographic 
gambling organizations, such as 
Bodog, look to capitalize on is 
the male college student. The 
NCAA reported that 35 percent 
of male college students have 
placed some sort of a bet on an 
NCAA sporting event sometime 
within the past year.

Frank Martinez, a sophomore 
radio-TV-fi lm major, said this 
will be the fi rst year his group 
will take part in a money pool, 
in what may be considered a 
year too late for one of his fel-
low pool participants.

“My friend won last year, but 
nobody paid up because, half-
way through, we said ‘it was 
for respect now’ since no one 
had put money in yet,” Marti-
nez said, “That friend agreed 
to that because he had a slim 
chance of winning. Unlucky 
for him, Florida ended up 
winning it all, which was his 
only chance to win because he 
chose them.”

So, as fans, students and 
professors attempt to pick this 
year’s George Mason “Cinder-
ella” story from a fi eld featuring 
potential bracket busters, there 
are memories to be made by 
a team’s game performance on 
the court as well as a fan’s pool 
performance off the court.

Let the madness begin.

Fans gear up for March MadnessWHATATOURNEY
After sweeping 
Vermont, Frogs
ready for in-state 
competition


