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FOSTORIA, Ohio — An attorney, challenging the author-
ity of the city’s police chief, wants the department’s police 
dog to appear in court as an exhibit because he says the 
dog and the chief have criminal justice degrees from the 
same online school.                              — Associated Press

Starpoint to celebrate 40 years of success

Actor to use 
firsthand 
experience to 
advise students

STAR 
STUDENTS

Chancellor to participate in charity cooking competition 
By SUSAN GILMARTIN
Staff Reporter

Chancellor Victor Boschini  
is giving Chef Boyardee  a run 
for his money.

Kids Who Care  will host its 
10th annual Cookin’ For Kids  
on Sunday at the Fort Worth 
Community Arts Center  to raise 
money for scholarships and 
youth leadership training.

Boschini  is one of the fea-
tured guests.

“I really believe in Kids 
Who Care ,” Boschini  said. “I 

think they are a wonderful 
organization.”

Melissa King Foster , TCU 
alumna and volunteer coordi-
nator, said the Kids Who Care 
is a nonprofi t, Fort Worth-
based international theatre 
organization that was start-
ed in 1987 and offers profes-
sional musical theatre classes, 
camps and performances for 
pre-school to college age.

Cookin’ For Kids is a cook-
off between teams of celebri-
ties and chefs from the Fort 

Worth area, and each celebrity 
will be paired with a chef to 
make two dishes, Foster  said. 

One dish will be judged, and 
the other will be auctioned to 
the highest bidder.

Kelly Shafer , Kids Who 
Care’s  public relations direc-
tor, said Cookin’ For Kids  is the 
single largest fundraiser for the 
Kids Who Care  program. 

Boschini  said his cooking 
skills are not the best. 

“I’ll be honest, I’m just 
going to support Kids Who 
Care  and get a good meal,” 
Boschini  said.  

Shafer  said between the 

ticket sales and auctions, 
they are hoping to exceed 
$60,000. 

She also said food is not the 
only thing that will be auc-
tioned. Things such as vaca-
tion accommodations, airplane 
tickets and a private piano con-
cert will be up for grabs.

Foster  said they are expect-
ing about 300 people, includ-
ing 25 to 30 volunteers from 
the university.

Amber Gore , a freshman 

By MICHELLE EUPERIO
Staff Reporter

Broadway, television and 
fi lm actor Michael Kostroff  will 
share his professional acting 
experience with theatre stu-
dents in Buschman Theatre  

today.
Kostroff  will 

discuss getting 
into the acting 
business, how 
to overcome 
obstacles and 
t he  o f ten -
made mistakes 

actors should avoid, said Har-
ry Parker, chair of the theatre 
department.

Some of Kostroff’s  television 
career includes “General Hos-
pital,”  “Boston Legal,”  “Veron-
ica Mars,”  “The West Wing,”  
“ER”  and “Studio 60 on the 
Sunset Strip,”  according to the 
Internet Movie Database Web 
site. 

Kostroff  is most recognized 
as Maury Levy on HBO’s “The 
Wire” and for an Arby’s com-
mercial as a man who gets 
whistled at by construction 
workers.  

“Kostroff’s name or face is 
sometimes not recognizable, 
but he has been successful in 
his career.” Parker said. 

Kostroff, originally from 
New York, worked in Granbury 
last summer. He met TCU staff 
members who wanted him to 
talk with students about their 
professional careers, Parker 
said. 

Parker said he hopes the 
discussion will help students 
learn about getting into the 
professional acting business. 

Desmond Ellington, a soph-
omore theatre and commu-
nications major, said he is 
interested in learning about 
an actor with such a diverse 
performance background. 

“It will be nice to hear his 
personal experiences that 
could help me with my career,” 
Ellington said. 

OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS

(RIGHT) Starpoint students are shown attending class nearly 40 years ago. 
The Starpoint School is an active educational laboratory school for children 
with learning disabilities. (ABOVE) The Starpoint school is shown in its 
original location between Sid Richardson and Bass Hall. Now the school 
is located at Stadium and Cantey.

MICHAEL KOSTROFF

Campuswide 
wireless Internet 
to come in 2008

Gamma Phi Beta invited to join Greek community
By DIA WALL
Staff Reporter

Gamma Phi Beta is coming 
to TCU.

Gamma Phi Beta Interna-
tional Sorority was select-
ed out of three fi nalists and 
eight applicants by the Pan-
hellenic community in a vote 
Wednesday.

Panhel len ic president 

Hannah Munsch said G-Phi 
is the best option for the 
university.

“All the presentations were 
strong, but after everyone 
heard all three and had time 
to think about it, Gamma Phi 
Beta was the best choice, and 
I think it’s a good choice,” 
Munsch said.

G-Phi International was 

notifi ed early Thursday of the 
university’s offi cial offer to cre-
ate a chapter on campus.

Linda Johnson, internation-
al president of G-Phi, said 
TCU’s reputation for academic 
excellence coincided with the 
organization’s goals, and that 
the board of trustees voted 
unanimously to accept the 
invitation.

“We are aware of the uni-
versity support of fraternities 
and sororities and we see a 
parallel between the mission 
and values of Gamma Phi Beta 
and TCU,” Johnson said.

James Parker, assistant 
dean of campus life, said G-
Phi had a well-developed plan 
for ensuring the success of its 
organization into the future.

“The best compliment I can 
give the chapter is that every-
one said they were a likeable 
group,” Parker said. “The 
sororities all thought they were 
a group they would want to 
get to know.”

The university will now 
begin working with the soror-
ity to plan their fi rst recruit-
ment process.

Johnson said there will be 
representatives on campus 
once or twice this semester to 
promote G-Phi and prepare for 
fall recruitment.  

Panhellenic recruitment 
director Rachel Knapp said 
G-Phi will have a separate 
bid day and recruitment 
process but it will look to 

By KATIE GIANGRECO
Staff Reporter

When Bryan Rigg  was 8 years old, 
he enrolled at Starpoint School  after 
failing fi rst grade twice and being 
told he would be a junior-high drop-
out. 

Rigg , now 45 , was diagnosed with 
attention defi cit hyperactivity dis-
order as a child; he had a speech 
impediment and a mild form of dys-
lexia. After one year at Starpoint 
School , which is celebrating its 40th  
anniversary this weekend, Rigg  
could read at the fi fth grade level.

“I was reading way above students 
who made fun of me at my previous 
schools,” he said. 

The school will be celebrating 
its anniversary  with an open house 
today and a banquet Saturday . 

Starpoint School  is one of TCU ’s 
two active educational laborato-
ry schools for children with learn-
ing disabilities, such as dyslexia or 
attention defi cit disorder, said Shawn 
Kornegay , assistant director of com-
munications. 

Marilyn Tolbert , director and 
Jean W. Roach Chair of Laboratory 
Schools , said TCU  is the only uni-

versity with two laboratory schools 
serving children with special needs. 
Tolbert  described the schools, Star-
point School  and KinderFrogs , as on-
campus training sites for students, 
professors and the community.

“The children and TCU  students 
learn at the same time at Starpoint ,” 
Tolbert  said. “It’s a very hands-on 
learning environment for everyone. 
While the children are learning, stu-
dents and professors are researching, 
studying and observing them.”

Tolbert  said the school’s curricu-
lum is based on the needs of the chil-
dren. The school provides children 
with highly specialized teachers and 
small classroom sizes, she said.

The school has worked with more 
than 1,600  children ages 6 to 12  over 
the past 40  years, Kornegay  said. 

Starpoint School  opened its 
doors in 1966  when TCU Trust-
ee M.J. Neeley  and his wife Alice  
wanted to develop a school where 
children with learning disabilities 
could learn and university students 
could learn to teach them, accord-
ing to a press release. 

The Neeleys’  grandson had a 
learning disability that wasn’t recog-

nized until he attended the Starpoint 
School  in New York City , according 
to an article from TCU Magazine . 
The Neeleys  brought the school’s 
name and its director to TCU’s  cam-
pus to help other students with spe-
cial needs. 

Rigg  says Starpoint School  taught 
him that it was OK to be different. 
He said his wife describes his self-
esteem as bulletproof and he owes 
it to Starpoint .

“My learning difference was 
embraced at Starpoint ,” he said. “All 
I knew before then was failure.”

Rigg  graduated with honors from 
Yale University  with three degrees. 
He was a recipient of the universi-
ty’s Henry Fellowship  and studied 
at Cambridge University  where he 
received his master’s degree and 
doctorate. He also served as an 
offi cer in the U.S. Marine Corps . 
Rigg  has written three books and 
works as a private wealth manager 
in Dallas .

Tolbert  said Rigg  is Starpoint 
School’s  biggest success story.

“I’m as proud of Starpoint  as I am 
of Yale  and Cambridge ,” Rigg  said. “I 
am so indebted to that school.”

By MICHAEL BEST
Staff Reporter

It’s a lovely day. The sun is 
shining, a cool breeze is blow-
ing, and you’re stuck inside, eyes 
glued to your laptop screen. 
Come spring 2008, you’ll be 
stalking friends on Facebook 
alongside sun bathers and fris-
bee fl ingers. 

Technology resources and 
contracted workers from HP 
Solutions  will fi nish expanding 
TCU’s wireless network to the 
entire campus by the end of May 
2008, said Dave Edmondson  of 
technology resources.

The wireless network, expect-
ed to cost about $650,000 to 

See G-PHI, page 2
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COOKIN’ FOR KIDS
• Sunday
• Main Event tickets: $50
• VIP tickets: $100
• Fort Worth Community Arts 

Center
• Doors open at 4:30 p.m. for VIP 

and at 5 p.m. for main event.

FOR YOUR INFO

Offi cials to  
recommend
Four Sevens
for gas lease
By JAMES BROWN
Staff Reporter 

An administrator said TCU 
will recommend to the board 
of trustees today that Four Sev-
ens Resources Co. be named the 
university’s “natural gas opera-
tor.” 

Brian Gutierrez, vice chancel-
lor for fi nance and administra-
tion, said in an e-mail Thursday 
that the designation would jump-
start negotiations with Four Sev-
ens to generate a lease allowing 
exploration for natural gas on 
TCU property. 

Today’s recommendation is 
the university’s fi rst sign of com-
munication with the TCU-area 
community regarding a poten-
tial gas lease; communication, 
Gutierrez said, would occur once 
more information had been gath-
ered about the feasibility of drill-
ing on campus.

Terms of a potential lease, 
Gutierrez said, have not been 
settled, nor has a specifi c drill-
ing site on campus.

More than a week ago, Colt 
Exploration, a leasing broker 
under contract with Four Sevens, 
placed fl iers in the Colonial Park 
neighborhood announcing that 
Four Sevens “has been awarded 
the TCU gas lease!”

Gutierrez confi rmed negotia-
tions with Four Sevens but said 
Feb. 22 that Colt was premature 
in its placement of the fl iers. 

Because TCU’s 260-acre cam-
pus sits atop the Barnett Shale, 
one of the United States’ largest 
natural gas reservoirs, its miner-
al rights have been sought after 
by many local oil and gas com-
panies.
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the Panhellenic council for 
guidance.

“It’s up to the new soror-
ity how they would like to do 
recruitment,” Knapp said.

The sororities that were not 
chosen, Alpha Phi and Delta 
Zeta, were notifi ed Thursday 
of the university’s decision, 
Munsch said.

Neither Alpha Phi nor DZ 
could be contacted for com-
ment regarding the university’s 
decision.

DePauw University is deal-
ing with angry students, 
faculty, parents and alum-
ni because of a national DZ 
restructuring program that 
removed all its overweight 
and minor ity members, 
according to a Feb. 25 New 
York Times article. 

Munsch said before the vote 
the events would be taken into 
account.

G-Phi delivered its presen-
tation Monday in the Kelly 
Alumni Center with repre-
sentatives introducing them-
selves and explaining their 
plan and why they were 
interested in TCU.

Ten representatives conduct-
ed the presentation, including 
two chapter members from the 
University of Oklahoma, one 
chapter member from South-
ern Methodist University and 
national offi cers.

G-PHI
From page 1

Kostroff writes an online 
column about audition 
information for profession-
al actors at backstage.com , 
a Web site for the acting 
industry. 

Ellington said he wants 
to ask Kostroff questions 
about other career choices 
and what Kostroff’s parents 
think of his career now.  

Senior theatre major 
Michael Cook said he is 
more interested in learning 
about auditions. 

“People can talk about 
what to do at auditions, but 
you never know unless you 
experience it for yourself,” 
Cook said. “It will be nice to 
be able to talk with someone 
who has been in that situa-
tion and made it because it 
eases the apprehension of 
not making it.”

Kostroff will sell his book 
of backstage anecdotes 
called “Letters From Back-
stage”  after the discussion. 
The book is about his two-
year experience touring on 
the road as Thenardier  in 
“Les Miserables” and as Max 
Bialystock  in “The Produc-
ers.” 

Students will be able to 
get books signed and ask 
questions about profession-
al acting and the audition 
process. 

KOSTROFF
From page 1

$700,000, will be available 
anywhere on campus to stu-
dents with registered Ethernet 
cards, said Jace Thompson , 
student body president.  

He said the student govern-
ment and student relations 
committee met with the board 
of trustees to encourage it to 
expedite the implementation 
of a full-campus wireless net-
work.

Thompson  said wireless 
Internet is currently only avail-
able in certain areas of some 
residence halls, the library 
and academic buildings, but 
the extension of the network 
will provide students with a 
much greater workspace.

“The wireless network 
should make it a lot easier 

for students to work on group 
projects,” Thompson  said. “It 
encourages students to stay 
on campus instead of going 
to other places where wireless 
Internet is available.”

The wired network will 
remain the fastest connec-
tion available on campus, 
running about 10 times fast-
er than the wireless connec-
tion, Edmondson  said. He 
said the connection speed 
will vary depending on 
how many users are online 
at once.

“The wireless network is 
great for collaboration, or for 
when you want to sit under 
a tree on a beautiful day,” 
Edmondson  said.

The movement toward a 
campuswide wireless net-
work will bring TCU up to 
date with other college cam-
puses, Thompson  said.

“We’re not going to be the 
leaders in implementing this, 
but we’re not going to be far 
behind,” Edmondson  said.

Technology resources will 
encrypt the network, making it 
as secure as technology allows, 
Edmondson  said. He said the 
security system will emulate 
that of the wired network, but 
that wireless technology isn’t 
as stable as wired because it 
is a more recent development, 
and less time has been spent 
working with it.

The wireless frequency is 
expected to be weaker toward 
the edges of campus to pre-
vent people other than stu-
dents and faculty from using 
it, Edmondson  said.

The idea of forming a cam-
puswide wireless network was 
mentioned in past board of 
trustees and SGA meetings; 
however, the budget was not 

suffi cient at the time, Thomp-
son  said. He said that students 
should be pleased by how 
quickly the network is being 
implemented.

Josh Jacobs, a freshman sci-
ence and engineering prema-
jor,  said he thinks the network 
will run slowly because many 
students will rely solely on the 
wireless connection, but he 
said he appreciates that the 
network will be expanded 
because he has great diffi culty 
fi nding a signal from the cur-
rent wireless network.

Ryan Barnhart, a senior 
communication studies major,  
said he would take advantage 
of the network.

“I think the wireless net-
work is defi nitely a good idea 
because of the convenience of 
being able to use the Internet 
anywhere you want to,” Barn-
hart said .

WIRELESS
From page 1

premajor and Cookin’ For Kids  
volunteer, said she found out 
about the event through her 
sorority, Delta Delta Delta .

She said she enjoys tele-
vision cooking shows and 
thought it would be interest-
ing to see an actual cooking 

competition while doing com-
munity service at the same 
time.

“I have never done anything 
with a children’s theatre, but 
I love being around kids, so I 
am excited,” Gore  said.

The Chancellor  said he fi rst 
became involved with Kids 
Who Care  about a year and a 
half ago when his youngest 
daughter started participating 

in the program. 
“I think it’s a wonderful 

outlet for children,” Boschini  
said.

Foster  said she hosted a 
training session for the vol-
unteers at the Community 
Arts Center  on Feb. 22 to 
give an overview of what to 
wear and what each volun-
teer would be doing. There 
are different sessions during 

the day, including setting up, 
hosting and cleaning up.

In addition to the Chancel-
lor , Jose Feghali , TCU’s artist-
in-residence and Van Cliburn 
International Piano Competi-
tion  gold medalist; country 
singer Sonny Burgess ; and 
Jim Austin , co-founder of the 
Cowboys of Color Museum, 
are some of the celebrity 
guests.

COOKING
From page 1

Documents show U.S. unprepared to combat nuclear attacks
By GREG GORDON
McClatchy Newspapers

Although the Bush admin-
istration has warned repeat-
edly about the threat of a 
terrorist nuclear attack and 
spent more than $300 billion 
to protect the homeland, the 
government remains ill-pre-

pared to respond to a nuclear 
catastrophe.

Experts and government 
documents suggest that, 
absent a major preparedness 
push, the U.S. response to a 
mushroom cloud could be 
worse than the debacle after 
Hurricane Katrina, possibly 

contributing to civil disor-
der and costing thousands of 
lives.

“The United States is 
unprepared to mitigate the 
consequences of a nuclear 
attack,” Pentagon analyst 
John Brinkerhoff concluded 
in a July 31, 2005, draft of 

a confi dential memo to the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. “We were 
unable to find any group 
or office with a coherent 
approach to this very impor-
tant aspect of homeland secu-
rity. ...

“This is a bad situation. 
The threat of a nuclear attack 
is real, and action is needed 
now to learn how to deal with 
one.”

Col. Jill Morgenthaler, Illi-
nois’ director of homeland 
security, said there’s a “dis-
connect” between President 
Bush’s and Vice President 
Dick Cheney’s nuclear threat 
talk and the administration’s 
actions.

“I don’t see money being 
focused on actual response 
and mitigation to a nuclear 
threat,” she said.



Children should be taught 
about same-sex marriage 
as they grow up to avoid 
confusion later on in their 
lives. Same-sex marriage 

has become 
a regular 
issue in the 
news lately, 
and chil-
dren will 
wonder 
what all the 
fuss is about 
if they are 

not presented with the facts 
of life. 

From an early age, kids 
are taught that men and 
women get married from 
fairy tales, television, mov-
ies and from observing 
others around them. What 
happens when children see 
same-sex marriage argued 
on the news? Children will 
not know what to make of 
it, and they will grow up 
with a negative attitude 
toward the gay community.

According to Yahoo! 
News, a federal judge has 
recently dismissed a suit 
filed by two families in Lex-
ington, Mass., that wanted 
public schools to stop teach-
ing their children about gay 
marriage. The families who 
filed the suit claimed that 
the reading of a gay-themed 
book in class without first 
notifying parents was a vio-
lation of religious rights. 

I do not feel that allowing 
children to see homosexual-
ity discussed in a children’s 
book is violating anyone’s 
religious rights. The fami-
lies may not agree with 
homosexuality, but it still 
exists. Avoiding the sub-
ject in the classroom does 
not make it disappear. Chil-

dren will still 
see it in the 
media when 
they go 
home. Par-
ents have 
the ability 
to explain 
how they 
feel about 
homosexu-
ality to their 
children. 
Someday 
children will 
develop their 
own opinions 
about homosexuality and 
same-sex marriage. Trying 
to ignore the subject will not 
be successful and will not 
be beneficial to children.

I am a firm believer in 
open-mindedness. Intro-
ducing children to the con-
cept of homosexuality and 
heterosexuality will allow 
them to be more open-
minded when they get 
older. I do not believe chil-
dren should be taught about 
sexual aspects of homo-
sexuality in school just like 
they are not taught sexual 
aspects of heterosexuality 
in elementary school. 

“Reading the book was 
not intended as sex educa-
tion but as a way to educate 
children about the world in 
which they live, especially 
in Massachusetts, the only 
U.S. state where gays and 
lesbians can legally wed,” 
said officials from the Lex-
ington school system.

Federal Judge Mark Wolf, 
who dismissed the case, 
ruled that public schools 
have the right to teach any-
thing that is reasonably rel-
evant to teaching students 
to become engaged produc-

tive citizens in democracy.
“Diversity is a hallmark 

of our nation,” Wolf said. “It 
is increasingly evident that 
our diversity includes differ-
ences in sexual orientation.”

The book that sparked 
the controversy is titled 
“King & King.” The book 
tells the story of a young 
prince who rejects sev-
eral beautiful princesses 
because he is in love with 
another prince. The two 
princes marry and seal the 
union with a kiss and go on 
to live happily ever after.

The use of a book like 
“King & King” is a gentle 
introduction to the ways of 
society. The Disney mov-
ie “Bambi” taught children 
about death, “Cinderella” 
taught children that life is 
not always fair and “Alad-
din” taught children about 
the class system. “King and 
King” serves that same pur-
pose of many other types of 
children’s media. It shares an 
idea in a way that children 
can begin to understand their 
world and all of the different 
ideas in it.

Michelle Anderson is a sophomore 

broadcast journalism major from 

Tyler. Her column appears Fridays.
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
“Forgiveness is the fragrance that the violet 

sheds on the heel that has crushed it.”
               — Mark Twain
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Events bring cultural flavor
Props to the International Student 

Association for putting together an 
event desperately needed at TCU — 

International Week.
In an increasingly interconnected world, 

knowledge of other cultures is more impor-
tant than ever, and TCU is taking steps toward 
becoming more global.

International Week has accomplished two 
things: It celebrated the international students 
who are a part of TCU and introduced the rest 
of the student body to cultures different from its 
own. 

Thursday, students and faculty had the 
chance to participate in the food, dance and cul-
ture from a different continent each day. A live 
African band kicked off the week, and the fes-
tivities from India, Asia, Pakistan, Greece and 
Latin America haven’t stopped since.

It’s great that TCU is taking the time and 
money to inject some culture into our everyday 
campus life because diversity is an integral part 
of society that has been lacking at this school.

Even something small such as stopping to 
try an exotic food such as meat dumplings 

wrapped in pickled grape leaves (offered 
Tuesday), or catching a game of Mancala on 
Sadler Lawn can be a great and educational 
experience.

The Latin Carnival tonight — a salsa, 
merengue and reggaeton extravaganza where 
students can join or watch TCU Latin Ameri-
can students show off their dance skills — is 
a fantastic opportunity to learn a facet of a 
different culture. 

Students need to get their feet wet in different 
cultures because the race and class structure of 
our campus isn’t proportional to real life.

International Week opens the eyes of the 
TCU community to the global community 
by making something different seem not so 
foreign. 

It has helped dispel myths and hopefully 
challenged students to step outside their com-
fort zones and learn something new.

The majority of the TCU population misses 
out on experiencing other cultures on a day 
to day basis, but International Week has 
made it possible.

Features editor Amber Parcher for the editorial board.

Don’t impose personal beliefs 
It is very noble to have 

moral beliefs and make 
conscious decisions to live 

by, but are 
we cross-
ing the line 
when our 
beliefs could 
offend some-
one else? 
Freedom of 
religion does 
not give peo-

ple the right to impose 
their religion on others. 
It is one thing to abstain 
from something one con-
siders wrong and another 
to force others to take on 
those same beliefs.  

In a recent study by 
the University of Chica-
go, researchers found that 
many doctors feel they do 
not have to refer patients 
to another doctor to 
receive treatment if they 
do not morally agree with 
the patient. Such treat-
ments include abortion 
and teen birth control. 
Not only will those doc-
tors refuse to treat certain 
patients, they refuse to 

help them find someone 
who will. According to an 
American Medical Asso-
ciation policy statement, 
doctors can refuse to treat 
patients who are “incom-
patible with the physi-
cian’s personal, religious 
or moral beliefs,” but they 
must make sure that all 
options are made avail-
able to the patients.

People go to a doctor to 
see a doctor, not a preach-
er. Even if doctors do not 
necessarily agree with 
what those people want, 
doctors should explain 
their reasoning for refus-
al and tell patients where 
they can go to get their 
desired treatment. By 
withholding information, 
not only are those doctors 
not doing their job, but 
they are also not being 
completely honest.

Another recent exam-
ple of religion conflicting 
with business is the Mus-
lim cab drivers in Minne-
sota who refuse to serve 
customers carrying alco-
hol. Muslims cannot con-

sume alcohol, let alone 
have any in their posses-
sion.

Although it may be dif-
ficult to understand and 
accept at first, we should 
respect other people’s 
moral decisions and take 
another taxi if we need 
to. When we come to this 
dilemma in our own pro-
fessions, we must decide 
when it is acceptable to 
voice our beliefs without 
infringing upon the rights 
of others.

“It ends up being a per-
sonal, ethical choice,” said 
management professor 
Rebecca Jordan. “When 
individuals go into an 
organization, they may not 
be able to practice their 
religion or moral beliefs. 
You hopefully choose to 
work at a place where you 
can live consistently with 
your own moral beliefs.”

Our society is full of 
various cultures and 
beliefs that are not always 
in agreement. The concept 
of what freedom of reli-
gion really is has been in 
constant dispute in sev-
eral cases from teach-
ing evolution in public 
schools to saying “under 
God” in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Obviously, no 
one is going to be com-
pletely satisfied one way 
or the other because no 
two people think the 
exact same way. 

If one has moral beliefs, 
by all means stick to them 
and practice them in the 
workplace, but be cogni-
zant of what others think.

Alyssa Dizon is a sophomore 

broadcast journalism major 

from Aiea, Hawaii.

COMMENTARY 

Alyssa Dizon

Divided America worsens global crises, needs to unite
The other day, a friend 

asked, “Is it just me, or are 
the wheels coming off the 
world?” It’s not him — the 
wheels are coming off. And 
that was true before reports 
of an assassination attempt 
against Vice President Dick 
Cheney in Afghanistan.

The drumbeat of disas-
ter is getting louder. Events 
in Iran and Iraq only 
grow worse. Pakistan and 
Afghanistan would appar-
ently rather fight each oth-
er than al-Qaeda. We seem 
on the verge of a new Cold 
War with Russia. China is 
mad at us because Cheney 
expressed concern about its 
growing military strength. 
I’m no fan of Cheney’s, but I 

share his China worries.
The attempt on his life, 

which killed more than 
20 people, including two 
Americans, came despite 
an information blackout 
about his trip to Pakistan 
and Afghanistan. That the 
terrorists reportedly knew 
he was at the Bagram base, 
even though American news 
organizations were sworn to 
secrecy, is a chilling remind-
er of the nature of this war. 
We don’t know who the 
enemy is, but they know 
where our leaders are.

So much for the bad news.
The good news is ... well, 

there isn’t any good news.
Unless you feel better 

knowing that Congress is 

still debating whether to 
debate Iraq. Or perhaps 
you’re one of those people 
who feels smug for keep-
ing your money under the 
mattress instead of in the 
stock market. Many on 
Wall Street are convinced 
that Tuesday’s plunge is 
the start of a serious down-
turn in global markets, and 
maybe the economy.

If the pessimists are right, 
we’re headed for the dismal 
combo of fighting World War 
III and facing an economic 
crisis — at the same time.

And who will rise up and 
lead us out of this mess? 
Certainly not George Bush, 
who every day drives us 
deeper into the muck. The 

White House repeatedly 
denies it plans to attack 
Iran, but I don’t believe it. 
The constant ratcheting up 
of pressure appears aimed 
at forcing a confrontation. 
Even the new “summit” in 
Iraq smells like an attempt 
to make the case for war.

Better that Bush listen 
to the counsel of caution 
from Fouad Ajami, the Mid-
east scholar and author who 
says, “Iran is a radical play-
er in the world of states, to 
be sure, but we should not 
overstate its power.” Writ-
ing in U.S. News & World 
Report, Ajami warns that 
“we should not fall for the 
Persian bluff. It is impor-
tant that we do all we can to 

thwart Iran’s nuclear ambi-
tions and to checkmate it 
in arenas that count, but 
we should always remem-
ber that this is a society 
swimming against the tide 
of history and confronting 
the limits of its capabilities. 
There is an Iranian role in 
Iraq, but it should not be 
exaggerated.”

That’s the sort of smart, 
strategic thinking we have 
a right to expect from the 
baker’s dozen of candi-
dates pining for Bush’s 
job. But we’re not get-
ting it. We’re getting small 
talk and tactical political 
maneuvers. One reason is 
that Bush’s failed presi-
dency has stilted all debate 

into a knee-jerk response: 
You’re either for or against 
whatever Bush is doing 
at the moment. It’s a bind 
that inhibits independent 
approaches and creative 
thinking, not to mention 
bipartisan cooperation.

We’re going to need all 
those things to work and 
fight our way out of this 
global crisis. We can start 
by realizing that a divid-
ed America is a weakened 
America. The rest of the 
world already knows as 
much. That’s why there is a 
growing list of those against 
us instead of those with us.

Michael Goodwin is a columnist 

for the New York Daily News. This 

column was distributed by MCT.

Same-sex marriage education OK

COMMENTARY 

Michelle Anderson
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By AMBER PARCHER
Features Editor

International Week 2007 
will cap off its tour of cul-
tures with a pair of dancing 
shoes tonight.

To celebrate the Latin 
American culture and the 
culmination of International 
Week, the International Stu-
dent Association is inviting 
all students to join a night 
of free Latin American danc-
ing lessons at the restaurant 
and club Gloria’s. 

The objective of the “Lat-
in Carnival” is for the stu-
dents to both have fun and 
be given a taste of one of 
the most prominent aspects 
of Latin American culture 
— dancing, said Michelle 
Fabrega, ISA president and 
junior advertising/public 
relations major.

“There are a lot of TCU 
students from Latin Amer-
ica, and we want to show 
others what Latin America 
is about,” Fabrega said. 

The festivities, which will 
include free salsa dance les-
sons taught by professional 
dancers and accompanied 
by a live band, will start 
around 9:30 p.m. Friday and 
will last until the club closes 
at 2 a.m., Fabrega said.

But dancing won’t be the 
only chance  
for  people 
to  expe r i -
e n c e  t h e 
Latin Ameri-
can culture 
tonight, said 
Maria Correa, 
a  junior mar-
keting major 
and member 
of ISA who 
comes from 
Colombia.

Correa said 
Gloria’s will 
a l s o  o f fe r 

authentic El Salvadorian 
food such as pulpusa, a corn 
mixture similar to a tortilla, 
plantanes and churrascitas, 
or steak.

“This is a good opportunity 
to create awareness of inter-
national students because 
other students don’t always 
try to connect,” Correa said. 
“We’re very open and we 
want students to know it.”

Karen Estrada, a junior 
f inance and accounting 
major, said the Feb. 22 car-
nival’s opening ceremony, 
which had a live band play-
ing African beats, had the 
largest attendance of any 
International Week cere-
mony ever.

“The focus of Interna-
tional Week was to have a 
set of events with interna-
tional components but also 
to make them educational,” 
Estrada said. 

Estrada said that just hav-
ing a small taste of different 
cultures can assist people in 
work, travel and life.

“Every thing is global 
now,” Estrada said. “You 
could be travel ing and 
know something about the 
place and can say, ‘Oh, I 
have a friend from there. 
They eat this food and 
dance like this.’” 

International Week ends
with Latin-culture rhythm

Senior receives opportunity to be chancellor; 
Boschini attends student’s leadership class
By NATHAN BASS
Staff Reporter

What would you do if you could be 
the chancellor for a day?

That was the question for senior 
advertising/public relations major Ash-
ley Pierret when she switched places 
with Chancellor Victor Boschini on 
Thursday.

“It’s been my best experience at TCU 
so far,” Pierret said. “The chancellor is 
a very amazing person, but he’s also 
very busy. It takes a lot of people to 
run this university, and I have a bet-
ter appreciation for that now.”

Boschini also had the opportunity to 

attend psychology instructor Dianna 
Newbern’s advanced leadership class 
with Pierret on Thursday afternoon, 
Pierret’s only class of the day.

“It’s a great way to meet someone 
and get to know them a little bit,” 
Boschini said. “It also helps give me 
a little better picture of the student 
experience.”

The Student Foundation sponsors 
the event every year known as the 
“Big Switch,” offering a member of 
the foundation the chance to find out 
what goes into running a major uni-
versity.

The foundation was established in 

1976 as a service organization with 
the idea of promoting the overall 
welfare of the university. Among a 
number of other worthwhile activi-
ties, members of the foundation lead 
weekly tours around the campus for 
prospective students, call and thank 
donors for their gifts to TCU and serve 
as student hosts at various alumni 
events.

“It’s a great opportunity for a stu-
dent to gain an understanding of 
what happens here,” said Karen Bak-
er, assistant to the chancellor. “When 
I was in college, I would not have 
had a clue about what was going 
on up here. It’s a different view for 
them.”

Pierret met with several adminis-
trators Thursday morning to discuss 
some of the difference aspects of their 
jobs and the manners in which they 
deal with problems or situations that 
they encounter within their depart-
ments.

Among the administrators who met 
with Pierret during her day as Chan-
cellor were Don Mills, vice chancel-
lor for student affairs; Davis Babb, 
associate director of athletics; Susan 
Adams, associate vice chancellor and 
dean of campus life; and Larry Lau-
er, vice chancellor for marketing and 
communication.

After the meeting with the differ-
ent administrators, Boschini ate lunch 
with Pierret and a few of her friends 
in the chancellor’s dining room before 
accompanying her to Newbern’s class 
at 12:30.

“I think it’s great that he gets to 
go to Ashley’s classes,” said junior 
psychology major Courtney Bohner. 
“It allows him to identify with the 
students better.”

Newbern also showed apprecia-
tion for Boschini’s interest in the 
students.

“Chancellor Boschini showed stu-
dents that he really cares about them 
as students,” Newbern said. “He was 
very interested in the leadership top-
ics we discussed in class.”

The switch-up concluded at 2 p.m. 
Thursday at the end of Newbern’s 
class.

MICHAEL BOU-NACKLIE / Staff Photographer

Senior advertising/public relations major Ashley Pierret shares a textbook with Chancellor Victor Boschini during a lecture 
by Diane Newbern about conversation styles in a professional environment. Boschini traded places with Pierret for a day. 

Gloria’s Fort Worth  
2600 W. 7th St. #175
Fort Worth, TX 76107

Phone: (817) 332-8800

Hours of Operation:
Sunday – Thursday, 11 a.m. – 10 p.m. 
Friday – Saturday, 11 a.m. – 11 p.m.
Free salsa lesson 10:30 p.m. – 11 p.m.
Dress code observed

There will be a $10 cover charge after 10 p.m.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION



By KIMBERLY BURTON
Staff Writer

“Wild Hogs” is hard to hate, 
and moviegoers will appreciate 
its slapstick humor — though it 
only poses as a great comedy.

Doug (Tim Allen), Woody (John 
Travolta), Bobby (Martin Lawrence, 
“Bad Boys II”) and Dudley (William 
H. Macy, “Thank You For Smok-
ing”) are four guys, in the throes 
of middle-aged mediocrity, who 
set out on the open road with only 
the wind at their backs. Only two 
things stand in their way: a high-
way patrolman (John C. McGinley, 
“Scrubs”) with the uncomfortable 
need for male intimacy, and a band 
of beer drinkin’ and carousin’ bik-
ers, who hate “posers,” led by a 
mean, tattooed Jack (Ray Liotta, 
“Smokin’ Aces”).  

The beginning of the film 
glimpses into the worlds of these 
middle-age suburbanites, both 
pitying and relating the audience 
to their plights. The four men set 
off on their trip, and a dozen mis-
haps later, they reach the town of 
Madrid, where the sheriff, his dep-
uties and the rest of their town are 
locked down by the biker gang, the 
Del Fuegos. Like the conclusion of 
a typical Western movie, there’s 
about to be a show down.

This movie is full of veteran 
star power. Jill Hennessy (“Cross-
ing Jordan”) shows up for a grand 
total of five minutes as Doug’s 
ever-so-sweet wife Kelly. Marisa 
Tomei plays Dudley’s love interest 
Maggie. It was disappointing to 
see Tomei not use more of her tal-
ent in this film, but hey, it’s about 

middle-aged mediocrity right? 
Also, Peter Fonda makes a brief 
cameo as Damien Blade, found-
ing father of the Del Fuegos. 

With all this talent, this film 
should have been a comedy of 
epic proportions. However, per-
haps the part of Woody was a lit-
tle miscast. John Travolta may be 
able to “get down with his bad 
self” (think “Pulp Fiction”) or be 
the bad guy (“Broken Arrow”), 
but comedic side-kick? He isn’t 
bad in the role, but this film is 
filled with moments where he’s 
grimacing and scrunching up his 
face with his beady little eyes, 
and it lacks a little something. 
Stick with the disco dancing John 
... it’s what you’re good at. 

“Wild Hogs” was a funny movie, 
nonetheless. You may not remem-

ber much of it when you leave 
the theater, but you’ll have a good 
time while you watch it. Lawrence 
and Allen were cast perfectly in 
roles that suited their comedic 
abilities. William H. Macy does a 
surprisingly good job at playing 
a silly bungling misunderstood 
middle-aged computer geek. He 
was willing to go on their trip as 
long as there was Wi-Fi.

As with any good comedy, stay 
for the credits, and you may see 
a cameo from a well-known tele-
vision personality during a need-
less epilogue to the story.

Whether you’re a biker or a 
“poser”, check out “Wild Hogs.” 
It’s pretty good and probably 
worth the price of admission. 
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Is beauty all it’s cracked up to be? 
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Predictable plot welcome, provides hope, positivity

All weekend long:
• TCU Department of Theatre presents “Getting 
Out” through Sunday. For more information, call 
(817) 257-5770 or go to theatre.tcu.edu.

• Casa Manana presents “Show Boat” at Bass Hall in 
conjunction with the Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra. 
For more information, call (817) 332-2272 or visit 
casamanana.org.

Today:
Getting 
ready 
for the 
weekend

Saturday:
• Jump on your hog and check out “Wild Hogs” 
(Tim Allen and John Travolta), opening in theaters 
everywhere. 

• Based on real life, “Zodiac,” starring Jake Gyllenhaal 
and Robert Downey Jr., opens.  

• Also opening is “Black Snake Moan,” starring Justin 
Timberlake, Samuel L. Jackson and Christina Ricci. 

For country and gospel lovers alike, vet-
eran singer Randy Travis is sure to be 
a crowd-pleaser when he performs at 
Billy Bob’s at 10:30 p.m. Tickets are $35 
reserved / $15 general admission. For 
more information, call (817) 624-7117 
or visit billybobstexas.com.

By KIMBERLY BURTON
Staff Writer

“The Ultimate Gift” is a for-
mulaic but heartwarming story 
that could perhaps answer the 
age-old question: “Can wealth 
buy happiness?” 

This film is based on the best-
selling novel “The Ultimate Gift,” 
by Jim Stovall, and won the 
Heartland Film Festival’s Crystal 
Heart Award, which is awarded 
to films with positive values. 

Jason Stevens (Drew Fuller, 
“Charmed”) is a spoiled rot-
ten trust-fund baby, who has 
no real-life concepts of mon-
ey, work or people. When his 
wealthy grandfather ( James 
Garner, “The Notebook”) dies, 
he expects his inheritance to 
be handed to him on a plat-
ter. Instead, Jason is required 
to perform a series of tasks, 
designed to teach him about 
life. During this road to self-
enlightenment, he meets Emi-
ly (Abigail Breslin, “Little Miss 
Sunshine”) and her mother 
Alexia (Ali Hillis, “Must Love 
Dogs”) through whom Jason 
learns about love and life.

Breslin is one of the higher 
points of this movie as an out-
spoken and too-mature-for-her-
age little girl. Jason also meets 
Gus (Brian Dennehy, “The 
Exonerated”) a Texas rancher 
who teaches him how to take 
pride in what he does in life 
and that money doesn’t grow 

on trees but, perhaps, grows 
on fence posts. As with all 
inspirational movies, the film 
is predictable. It begins with 
the reading of Jason’s grand-
fathers’ will and the inevitable 
ugliness of a family of obnox-
ious, spoiled and rich members 
bickering over the fortune. It 
ends just about as predictably 
as it began. 

However, the message — as 
predictable as the movie is  
— is a good one. In life we 
are born and we die, and that 
is not what’s important— it’s 
the journey within. And, even 
though this is a film about a 
trust-fund kid, the message is 
something that anyone who has 
ever wondered about the rela-
tionship between money and 
happiness can relate to.

This film is straight-out a fami-
ly film. If you’re looking for blood 
and guts, this isn’t what you will 
want. If you’re looking for overly 
sexual or graphic scenes, sorry. 
If you want to watch a movie 
that shows the debasement of 
society, try again. 

But, if you want to watch a 
movie with positive values, inspi-
rational and uplifting scenes and 
a general premise of hope in 
humanity, then “The Ultimate 
Gift” is a definite must-see. 

“The Ultimate Gift” opens in 
theaters March 9.

Actors hinder 
thriller; film 
decent at best
By SAM ORTIZ
Staff Writer

Obsession can be taken to the degree where it 
becomes the most powerful life force in a per-
son. For Walter Sparrow in “The Number 23,” 
it manifests into extreme paranoia.

The film “The Number 23” centers on a man 
whose life unravels after he comes into contact 
with an interesting book titled “The Number 23.” 
Reading the book makes him become increasingly 
convinced that it is based on his own life. The 
number 23 starts to consume him, and he begins to 
realize the book forecasts far graver consequences 
for his life than he could have ever imagined. The 
film stars a fairly well-known cast including Jim 
Carrey, Virginia Madsen (“Sideways”) and Danny 
Huston (“Marie Antoinette”).

As far as thrillers go, it was a decent movie. 
Like most thrillers, it was highly entertaining 
and extremely engaging because of the need to 
know what happens and how it plays out. The 
plot was a good one — well-thought-out, unique 
and intricate. 

Possibly the only thing hindering the film was 
the actors. Jim Carrey can play straight roles, but 
this is not one in which he excelled in. As the 
film’s frontman Walter Sparrow/Fingerling, Car-
rey lacks a lot of the character’s quality and leaves 
us with a man who was flat and extremely over-
played. Another, more capable actor could have 
easily played Sparrow/Fingerling and kept the 
film from being melodramatic. 

As Carrey’s wife, Madsen floats in and out from 
being believable. Frequently, she adds to some of 
the films already corny scenes with her obvious 
inexperience in this genre, but she also deliv-
ers some of her lines in a way that she actually 
received laughter from people in the theater. Hus-
ton, on the other hand, is fantastic. As an actor who 
appears in tons of films but is little known by the 
general public, he gives a great performance and 
characterization of Isaac French/Dr. Phoenix. 

With a little recasting of the major roles, the 
film could be a great deal better and less humor-
ous, but it wasn’t a complete mess. The ending 
is marvelous and the twist will keep you planted 
to the edge of your seat for days. 

However, the twist happens almost 30 minutes 
before the end of the film. It takes far too long 
to explain the ending, and leaves the audience 
sitting there waiting for the credits to roll.

“The Number 23” is no technical masterpiece, 
by any means, but definitely worth a try. It keeps 
its audience engaged, excited and scratching 
their heads.

Veteran stars bring comedic view to ‘Wild Hogs’

★★★★★EDIFY MEDIA

★★★★★

TOUCHSTONE PICTURES

(LEFT) John Travolta, Martin Lawrence, Tim Allen and William H. Macy star in “Wild Hogs.”

NEW LINE CINEMA

Jim Carrey stars in “The Number 23.”



Sponsored by:

TODAY’S CROSSWORD
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Q: What happens when Horned Frogs park illegally?

A: They get toad.

WORTH A LAUGH   — BUT ONLY ONE
1836: During the Texas Revolution, a convention of 
American Texans meets at Washington-on-the-Brazos 
and declares the independence of Texas from Mexico.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Sponsored by:

SUDOKU PUZZLE

Directions
Fill in the grid so 
that every 3x3 box, 
row and column 
contains the digits 
1 through 9 without 
repeating numbers.

Thursday’s Solutions

GET TIPS AND MORE SOLUTIONS 
AT WWW.SUDOKU.COM

See Tuesday’s 
paper for answers 

to today’s 
Sudoku puzzle.

See Tuesday’s paper for answers to today’s crossword.

WWW.DAILYSKIFF.COM • WWW.DAILYSKIFF.COM • WWW.DAILYSKIFF.COM

TCU Daily Skiff

The Quigmans  by Buddy Hickerson
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See how spring practices are unfolding for the Horned Frogs football team.
TUESDAY

SPRING BALLTCU Daily Skiff

Frogs’ experience 
hopeful advantage 
against Vermont
By MARCUS MURPHREE
Sports Editor

Following a hard-luck road 
tournament in South Carolina, 
the Horned Frogs’ baseball team 
has returned home for a three-
game set with the Vermont Cata-
mounts.

TCU will be using ace starter 
Jake Arrieta (2-1) in Friday night’s 
match up against Vermont’s Bran-
don Miles. Miles will be making 
his season debut for the Cata-
mounts, while Arrieta will try for 
his second-straight home win.

The Horned Frogs (7-4) will 
bring 11 games of experience 
in the 2007 season while the 
Catamounts will take the field 
for the first time in this year’s 
campaign.

“We’ve played a couple teams 
from up north before, and they 
definitely are not a pushover,” 
said senior infielder Steven 
Trout.

Trout has been helping key 
the Horned Frogs’ offense this 
season with a team-leading 12 
RBI. Along with Trout’s run pro-
duction, the middle four batters 
of the TCU lineup are hitting a 
combined .331, and the return 
of senior outfielder Keith Con-
lon has been a boost. Conlon was 
scratched from the starting line-
up for two games during the last 
home series against the Oral Rob-
erts University Golden Eagles.

“It’s been really good to have 
him back,” Trout said. “He brings 
a spark to the lineup and is a big 
leader with the bat.”

Game two of the series will be 
a battle of juniors as Seth Gar-
rison (1-0) of the Horned Frogs 
faces the lefty Joe Serafin. Serafin 
had the most starts 
for the Catamounts 
last season, and 
Garrison pitched 
TCU to a win 
over the No. 

24 North Carolina State Wolf-
pack Sunday.

“Garrison has been pitching 
great lately,” head coach Jim 
Schlossnagle said. 

Chris Johnson is the starter slat-
ed for game three on Sunday after-
noon. Johnson earned his first win 
for the Horned Frogs against Oral 
Roberts where he gave up only 
two hits and two earned runs in 
five innings of work. 

The rotation will give some 
of the relievers a chance to get 
work out of the bullpen during 
the series, as well, Schlossnagle 
said.

“Derek VerHagen and Tyler 
Lockwood were bright spots 
last weekend,” Schlossnagle 

said about his relievers. “Ver-
Hagen was surprisingly good 
because we haven’t seen him 
much this season and he was 
lights out on Saturday night.”

Junior closer Sam Demel 
notched his second save of the 
season against NC State.

The win against the Wolfpack 
did bring a vote of confidence 
to the team, Trout said.

“It was a big win after we lost 
the first three and we were able 
to come back and beat a ranked 
team,” Trout said.

Though the Horned Frogs fell 
from the national ranks with 
three losses in the tourney in 
South Carolina, the arrival back 
home will give the team a chance 

to rebuild a win-
ning streak as 

con ference 
play draws 

near.

Athletes linked 
to recent arrests 
involving steroids

Sports legends
ensure games’
timelessness

By T.J. QUINN
New York Daily News

 In a raid led by the Albany County District 
Attorney’s office, officers from several Florida 
and national agencies arrested four employees 
of Signature Compounding and charged them 
in a scheme to provide steroids and growth 
hormone over the Internet. 

A source told the New York Daily News that 
Tuesday’s action was related to recent arrests at a 
Mobile, Ala., pharmacy and that drugs from that 
lab were allegedly received by athletes includ-
ing Angels outfielder Gary Matthews Jr., former 
slugger Jose Canseco, ex-major league pitcher 
Jason Grimsley and former heavyweight box-
ing champion Evander Holyfield.

Apparently the owners of Signature, who, 
according to a source, mixed their own ste-
roids in the basement of their three-story south 
Orlando pharmacy, were aware enough that 
what they were doing might be illegal that 
they provided employees at the store with a 
list of lawyers’ phone numbers in the event 
of a DEA or FDA raid.

Soares said Wednesday that there were no 
new developments in the case and his office 
was awaiting word on when it might be able 
to extradite four Signature employees for pros-
ecution in New York. Soares and his staff were 
poring over the documents seized from Sig-
nature on Tuesday, as the effects of their raid 
were being felt around the country.

But as has been the case with most steroid 
busts, the names of the athletes are generating 
the most attention. Matthews, who had career 
numbers in every offensive category but stolen 
bases last season, was named by the Albany 
Times-Union as a client of the Alabama lab.

At the Angels’ camp in Arizona, Mat-
thews gave a vague non-answer about his 
involvement.

“I do expect it to resolve itself here in the near 
future,” he told reporters. “Until we get more 
information, I just can’t comment on it.”

More alarming was the involvement of Rich-
ard Rydze, a Pittsburgh Steelers team physician, 
who was questioned over his alleged purchase of 
$150,000 worth of human growth hormone with 
his credit card. Rydze has not returned numer-
ous phone calls, and Steelers officials issued their 
own reserved statement Wednesday. 

“There is no evidence that Dr. Rydze pre-
scribed or provided any hormone treatments 
to any of our players,” Steelers president Art 
Rooney II said in a statement. “Dr. Rydze has 
assured me that this has never happened and 
will never happen. We will continue to monitor 
this situation to make sure that we can continue 

to feel confident in our 
medical staff in 

this area.”

By MARCUS MURPHREE
Sports Editor

What makes a legend? Every sport 
has the great ones, hall of famers, All-
Stars and superstars, but what makes 
them fall into the spotlight?

Sometimes, one play can make an 
athlete into a legend. 
Doug Flutie’s “Hail 
Mary” pass in the 1984 
classic against Miami is 
one of those moments 
that turned a man into 
a legend. He wasn’t the 
biggest guy on the 
field, but he used his 
heart and head on the 

college gridiron, and is now sealed for-
ever in ESPN Classic fame.

LaDainian Tomlinson was one 
of those legends. Smaller, quicker, 
stronger, faster and just plain bet-
ter. Every Sunday he makes high-
lights for the San Diego Chargers, 
and he is now ascending the ranks 
toward a career of NFL immortality 
that will hopefully land him in the 
Hall of Fame.

A jersey number goes down 
in the legendary shrines when a 
number gets retired. The number 
34 has deep meaning in the state 
of Texas and even has some TCU 
roots. Nolan Ryan proudly wore the 
blue and grey 34 uniform for the 
Texas Rangers when he threw his 
final no-hitter in Arlington Stadium 
and now, the baseball scout’s post-
er child, TCU’s own Jake Arrieta, 
wears the same digits.

Earning respect at the cost of life 
and limb develops legends. Bear Bry-
ant exemplified this approach with 
his no-holds-barred lifestyle of unfil-
tered cigarettes, strong bourbon and 
tireless practice. Seeing him sport a 
houndstooth hat with a Camel dan-
gling from his lips will leave an image 
in the minds of college sports fans 
for ages.

Eventually, TCU will produce another 
Sammy Baugh or Davey O’Brien, but 
until then, fans must embrace the his-
tory that legends of the game can bring 
for timeless stories 
and classic tales 
of sports 
lore.
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Senior Steven Trout follows through on his swing against Oral Roberts on Feb. 17. 
Trout leads the Frogs with 12 RBIs.


