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Senior forward Kevin
Langford looks back on the
season and his time with
the basketball team.
Sports, page 8

HARDCOVER FICTION
BEST SELLERS

1 Handle With Care
by Jodi Picoult

2 Corsair
by Clive Cussler
and Jack Du Brul
3 The Associate
by John Grisham

4 The Host
by Stephenie Meyer

5 Run For Your Life
by James Patterson
and Michael Ledwidge

6 Promises In Death
by J. D. Robb

7 Dead Silence
by Randy Wayne White

8 Heart And Soul
by Maeve Binchy

9 One Day At ATime
by Danielle Steel

10 Night And Day
by Robert B. Parker

— The New York Times

Speech critical of
homosexuality should not
be censored.

Opinion, page 3

PECULIAR FACT

LONDON — The number of
people in Britain with surnames
like Cockshott, Balls, Death and
Shufflebottom — likely the
source of schoolroom laughter,
has declined by up to 75
percent in the last century.

— Reuters

Get Skiff updates

on your Facebook \i,
news feed. Look up
DailySkiff.com in '
the Facebook search

engine and become a fan.
You can also find a link to our
Facebook fan page on the left
menu of DailySkiff.com.
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

A dance major gives back to the
community by teaching dance to
elementary school students.
Tomorrow in News

The Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex placed
fifth on the EPA's list of cities with the
most energy-efficient buildings.
Tomorrow in News

Cap on visas leaves some in job limbo

By Patrick Burns
Staff Reporter

Two years ago, Nabih Yousuf left her
home in Abu Dhabi to come to Fort Worth.
She had to make the trip alone.

Although Yousuf, a sophomore engineer-
ing major, was able to obtain a student visa
after being accepted to TCU, her father was
not as fortunate. The U.S. Embassy in Dubai
spent an entire year reviewing his applica-
tion for a tourist visa, and denied her father
the opportunity to accompany his daughter
to college.

For a slideshow of yesterday's
stormy weather, go to
DailySkiff.com.

Yousuf said her father had a job in United
Arab Emirates for more than 30 years, but
that wasn’t enough for the U.S. Embassy to
grant a visa.

“They look suspiciously upon people
from Middle East countries,” she said. “But
we're not even from the United Arab Emir-
ates. 'm originally from Bangladesh.

Yousuf and her father are two of many
cases of students and graduates who have
encountered troubles when applying for a
visa.

A US. State Department visa special-
ist, Sarah, who could not disclose her full

name because of State Department policy,
said staff shortage is to blame for the delay
in processing visa requests. The staff short-
age compounds the large workload the visa
department already has in the first place,
she said. Sarah was reached through the visa
inquiries number.

“Think about it this way;” she said. “If ev-
erybody goes home at Christmas and needs
anew visa to get back, the volume at a time
we might be short of staff is enormous”

John Singleton, director of the univer-
sity’s International Student Services, said
applicants often get rejected for a variety of

JASON FOCHTMAN / Multimedia Editor

Sophomore geology major David Hinton takes a photo of the Mammatus clouds over campus
Wednesday afternoon shortly before thunderstorms soaked the area. Mammatus are pouch-like
cloud structures, a rare example of clouds in sinking air, according to the University of lllinois’

atmospheric sciences Web site.

Wednesday’s nasty weather will continue through Friday, said Nick Hantshire, meteorologist for the National Weather
Service. Students should be cautious of lightning while walking outside and be wary of slick roads, Hantshire said. He said
Saturday and Sunday look clear and sunny. According to the Natinal Weather Service Web site, Saturday will be windy
with a high of 57 degrees, and Sunday will be windy with a high of 72 degrees.

— Staff reporter Madison Morgan

Professor: City trash really is a treasure

By Katie Ruppel
Staff Reporter

Beneath the growing concern for per-
fectly kept lawns, fast-paced cars and high-
class shopping centers, the true meaning
and life of a city is lost, said Jeff Ferrell,
sociology professor and AddRan distin-
guished lecturer who spoke last night to
about 75 students and faculty members
at Palko Hall.

The perfection put into each blade
of grass, solitary car rides to work and
building expensive skyscrapers leaves little
room for the spontaneity of listening to
a street musician on the sidewalk, run-
ning into a friend on the way to work and
seeing the murals of graffiti artists on the
sides of buildings, Ferrell said.

It is this spontaneity, Ferrell said, that
actually makes a city a city: “an interweav-
ing of human interactions.”

And it is the people living on the mar-
gins of a city — homeless groups, dump-
ster divers, graffiti artists, bicycle activists
— who are trying to make way for what

Ferrell describes as “salvaging a city”

He said to salvage something does not
necessarily mean to reclaim or get back
something that was lost, but also to take
what is remaining and save it.

And that is exactly the agenda of the
numerous groups Ferrell has studied for
the past 15 years, from Reclaim the Streets,
a group in London who advocates to stop
freeway building, to skater punks who use
rusty railings and empty swimming pools
as a source of fun and pleasure, to Food
Not Bombs, a group that finds wasted food
in the dumpsters, cooks it for homeless
people and is one of the trash rummager
groups he still works with today.

It is the trash rummagers in particular
that Ferrell uses as an example of salvag-
ers.

Here he meets not only the expected
homeless people living out of a shopping
cart, but minimally employed workers still
in their uniforms and immigrants ineli-
gible for a well-paying job.

“They came ironically for the American
dream and now live off the leftovers of the

JASON FOCHTMAN / Multimedia Editor
Jeff Ferrell, professor of sociology, talks about his
time as a hip hop graffiti artist and other exper-
ences during his speech titled “Salvaging the City”
in Palko Hall on Wednesday evening.

American dream,” Ferrell said.

But they are content, he said.

In fact, these are some of the happiest
people he knows, he said.

“They see every day as an adventure,”
he said, “You don’t have to buy a season
pass to Six Flags or a sports car, they have

SEE FERRELL - PAGE 2

reasons.

“One type of rejection is called failure to
show home ties,” Singleton said. “In that case,
which falls under the category for many of
our students, they fail to show sufficient con-
nections to their own country”

According to the State Department Web
site, “ties are the various aspects of your life
that bind you to your country of residence:
your possessions, employment, social and
family relationships” Examples of ties could
be jobs, houses, family or a bank account,

SEE VISA - PAGE 2

NEELEY FELLOWS

Students

help group
raise AIDS
awareness

By Courtney Jay
Staff Reporter

The Neeley Fellows program is help-
ing a local nonprofit organization recruit
volunteers to increase support for those
in Tarrant County with HIV and AIDS,
a nonprofit official said.

Rick Isaminger, family health and edu-
cation coordinator for Samaritan House,
said the students are trying to get corpo-
rations involved with the organization in
order to build a supportive partnership.

Samaritan House is home for people
with HIV and AIDS in Tarrant County,
said Aaron Siegel, events coordinator for
the organization.

The organization gave its team of Nee-
ley Fellows students a list of companies
to look to for corporate support, said Sue
Mahoney, housing specialist and volun-
teer coordinator for Samaritan House.

“They’re helping us publish a brochure
that we can hand out to the different cor-
porate organizations or businesses around
here to see if we can get them to sponsor
a corporate day of community service,”
Mahoney said.

Lizzie Dow, junior marketing and fi-
nance major, is among the Neeley Fellows
students assisting Samaritan House. Last
semester, Dow said, they did research

“They’'re helping us

publish a brochure

that we can hand

out to the different
corporate organizations
or businesses around
here to see if we can
get them to sponsor

a corporate day of
community service.”

Sue Mahoney
housing specialist and volunteer
coordinator for Samaritan House

with other nonprofits, including Harris
Methodist Hospital and the American
Red Cross, to learn how to increase vol-
unteer numbers and expand the organi-
zation’s programs.

They are now compiling a package to
send to local companies encouraging
them to volunteer for the organization,
and before Spring Break her team served
dinner at Samaritan House through a pro-
gram called Supper Club, Dow said.

Siegel said another group of Neeley
Fellows students are helping the orga-
nization market their annual 5K walk/
run fundraiser, Joe’s Run, by passing out
brochures around campus.

“They are an integral part of helping
achieve Joe’s Run in that they are involved
with getting the TCU campus to partici-
pate in Joe’s Run and involved in helping
create and market to some of the vendors
that are donating food for the afterparty
at Joe’s Run,” Siegel said.
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JASON FOCHTMAN / Multimedia Editor
Provost Nowell Donovan explains the history of recumbent circles to the fifth grade elementary class of The Academy at Nola Dunn
at Froghenge on Wednesday afternoon. Recumbent circles, like Stonehenge, are believed to be used for lunar observations and the
changing of the seasons. Nola Dunn and Starpoint were on campus for the Andrews Institute’s Math and Science Trail, where students
moved to 10 different stations and learned math and science skills.
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Conflict of interest subject
of complaint against Palin

By Lisa Demer
McClatchy Newspapers

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — The
second ethics complaint in a week
filed against Alaska Gov. Sarah
Palin alleges a conflict of interest
when she wore Arctic Cat logo
gear during this year’s Tesoro Iron
Dog snow machine race.

Arctic Cat sponsors Palin’s hus-
band, Todd, in the world’s longest
snow machine race — Big Lake to
Nome to Fairbanks.

Palin, in a press release, said it’s
all bogus.

“Yes, I wore Arctic Cat snow
gear at an outdoor event, because
it was cold outside, and by the way;,
today, I am wearing clothes bear-
ing the names of Alaska artists,
and a Glennallen Panthers bas-
ketball hoodie,” Palin said in the
release. “I am a walking billboard
for the tean’s fundraiser! Should
I expect to see an ethics charge for
wearing these, or the Carhartts I
wear to many public events? How
much will this blogger’s asinine
political grandstanding cost all of
us in time and money?”

Linda Kellen Biegel, a Democrat
who blogs under the name “Celtic
Diva,” said in her complaint that
Palin “improperly used her posi-
tion and state resources to serve
her personal financial interests by
being a walking billboard for Arc-

VISA

continued from page 1

according to the site.

Problems arise with visa appli-
cations because each U.S. embassy
operates under a different set of
rules and has authority on visa ap-
proval, Singleton said.

State Department officials
would not confirm whether the
overall wait time has increased
because of staff shortages. The
department also would not give
information about the actual
number of visas rejected because
of lack of home ties.

Singleton said about 15 percent
of international applicants who get
accepted to the university are de-
nied visas.

Karen Scott, director of inter-
national admissions, said that
while the U.S. maintains tough
admissions standards, universi-
ties outside the U.S. are now tak-
ing advantage of the situation and
are targeting students who were
unable to get American visas.

“Back before Sept. 11, I rarely

FERRELL

continued from page 1

reanimated the city with surprise
and pleasure”

Inside dumpsters he said he
and his fellow divers have found
everything from food to newly
packaged clothes, to car parts
and jewelry. Ferrell’s tie, watch,
bracelet, shirt and shoes he
was wearing were all found in

tic Cat, a private for-profit compa-
ny and family business sponsor.”

Photos on the state Web site
show Palin in a bright white, green
and black Team Arctic jacket kick-
ing off the start of this year’s Iron
Dog. A photo of her in the Team
Arctic jacket and matching pants
accompanied an on-line Sports I1-
lustrated article on Todd Palin and
the Iron Dog.

Biegel said it’s her first ethics
complaint against Palin.

Palin’s administration has faced
10 other ethics complaints. One
tiled last week accused Palin of im-
properly posting a political mes-
sage on the state Web site during
the presidential campaign. Six of
the 10 complaints have been dis-
missed, Palin has said.

The governor hit the roof over
the latest accusation.

“Are Alaskans outraged, or at
least tired of this yet — another
frivolous ethics charge by a politi-
cal blogger? This would be hilari-
ous if it weren’t so expensive for
the state to process these accusa-
tions and for me to defend against
these bogus harassments,” Palin
said in Tuesday’s written release.

Palin had no agreement with
Arctic Cat to wear the gear, her
spokeswoman, Sharon Leighow,
said in an e-mail. Leighow said she
didn’t know whether Arctic Cat
donated the clothing.

felt like I was competing against
Canada, the U.K,, Australia and
Singapore,” Scott said. “Now we are
competing against these countries.
The US. is seen as the toughest
with (visa) admission standards,
so some students think, ‘Maybe
I'll go to Canada instead.”

William Graham, head of the
physics graduate program in which
a third of his students come from
another country, said he knows
the problems the international
students face when applying for
a work visa.

Under the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act of 2009,
any financial service or bank that
receives stimulus money and has
more than 15 percent of its work
force on visas faces extra paper-
work and bureaucratic red tape if
it hires a visa holder.

Graham said the biggest prob-
lem his students face is getting an
H-1B visa, which provides tempo-
rary work privileges for nonimmi-
grants once they complete at least
a bachelor’s degree. According to
the U.S. Citizenship and Immigra-

a dumpster.

Ferrell said it is because of
the strive for perfection to have
fancy dinner meals, buy fashion-
able clothes and drive expensive
cars that trash rummagers like
himself are able to live off these
people’s fleeting wants and ex-
treme waste.

However, it is marginalized
groups that tend to be crimi-
nalized, Ferrell said. Dumpster

“This would

be hilarious if

it weren't so
expensive for the
state to process
these accusations
and for me to
defend against
these bogus
harassments.”

Sarah Palin
Alaska Governor

“I'm pleased to see that our
governor supports our local art-
ists and sports teams but I believe
she’s missed the mark when it
comes to what this ethics viola-
tion is all about,” Biegel said. Arc-
tic Cat financially supports Todd
Palin’s snowmachining, benefiting
the whole family, Biegel said.

Palin did not specify in her lat-
est financial disclosure how much
Arctic Cat’s sponsorship was worth
in 2008. The company provided a
“Discount on Snowmachines,” the
disclosure said. In 2007, the spon-
sorship was worth $7,500.

To defend against various com-
plaints, the governor has accumu-
lated legal bills of more than halfa
million dollars, she said last week.

tion Services Web site, within 48
hours after accepting applications,
the entire cap was met, and more
than 125,000 people applied.

“There’s only so many (visas)
allocated by Congress, and they
run through them very quickly;’
Graham said. “These are people
that we've educated, who want
to stay and contribute, and we've
made it more complicated. It’s re-
ally silly”

The current quota for H-1B
visas stands at 65,000, according
to the U.S. Citizenship and Im-
migration Services Web site.

Yousuf said she doesn’t know
what the future holds for her. She
said she hopes she can get some
work experience, whether it’s in
the U.S. or in her home country.

“When the embassy asked
two years ago, I was like T won’t
work,” Yousuf said. “But once I
came to America, I realized that
you need some kind of tacti-
cal work experience to succeed.
There’s no harm in going back to
work in Dubai, and if America
has an opportunity, why not?”

diving is now seen as theft from
the city property, and he said the
Food Not Bombs group mem-
bers were arrested for feeding the
homeless without permits.

“Rather than ostracizing those
who work for the margins and
salvage, we might want to imag-
ine them as pioneers — saving
the city for us,” Ferrell said. “It
is not enough to live in the city
— but live for the city”

JASON FOCHTMAN / Multimedia Editor

Freshman strategic communication major lillian Caldwell walks to her environmental science lab in Sid Richardson Hall on
Wednesday afternoon. Tarrant county was under a severe thunderstorm watch, according to the National Weather Service.
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OPINION

The Skiff View

International students
deserve shot at visas

here is something to be said when international students

hoping to attend a university in the U.S. find it difficult to

get their visa in a timely manner or worry about if they will
even get one at all. A possible staff shortage, a plethora of forms to
be filled out and a cap of 65,000 on the number of visas being issued
per year, that have been known to run out quickly, are some of the
reasons why international students are having difficulty acquiring

their ticket to the U.S.

Because the process of obtaining a visa to get into the U.S. is tak-
ing longer, the university is now finding competitors outside of the
country while international students turn to universities in coun-
tries that are easier to obtain a visa from, such as Canada, the UK.

and Australia.

The fact that obtaining a visa can take so long that it prohibits
international students from coming into the U.S. is absurd. One
U.S. State Department visa specialist said staff shortages are delay-
ing the department’s ability to process applications. A State Depart-
ment spokeswoman, however, said she could neither confirm nor
deny that staff shortages were a problem. Whatever the reason, the
department should take every step to make sure deserving inter-
national students are allowed a chance to bring their talents to the

United States.

It cannot be stressed enough how important international stu-
dents are to the overall makeup of the university. Students from
other countries are able to enrich a classroom’s learning experience
with their knowledge of a world and culture outside our own. And
it’s a great loss for the university to lose the prospect of international
students because of issues outside of their own control.

News editor Rose Baca for the editorial board.

The Skiff View represents the collective opinion of the editorial board.

Hate speech laws conflict
with free speech ideals

gty
ANDREW WEATHERFORD

There has been considerable debate in
recent years about what is considered hate
speech regarding homosexuality.

A recent Ad Council public service
announcement uses Wanda Sykes to
try and deter the use of “that’s so gay”
among teens.

In a March 19 article in Pink News,
Europe’s largest gay news service, Rowan
Atkinson, of Mr. Bean fame, said he ap-
peared before Britain’s House of Lords to
protest the removal of a free speech clause
in a homophobic hatred offense.

Removing the clause would not only
limit what could be considered humor, but
an offense could lead to a seven-year jail
sentence for saying the wrong thing in the
wrong way.

For everyday individuals, refraining
from “hate speech” is rather easy. But
creating this new definition of what is
considered hate speech creates an unfair
limitation on free speech.

As unpolitically correct as it may be,
there is an overwhelming number of reli-
gious people in the world who believe that
homosexuality is a sin.

According to the Web site Christian.
org.uk,, street preachers and pastors in
England have been prosecuted under
the law, like Miguel Hayworth, who was

detained by police for reading Romans
1:17-32 on a street corner in Manchester
in 2008.

Stephen Green was arrested in 2006 for
handing out gospel tracts that contained
biblical quotes about homosexuality.
Canada also has similar laws and lobbyists
are working on getting these laws passed
in America right now.

The David Ray Crimes Prevention
Act of 2009 was re-introduced in Janu-
ary, and if passed without a free speech
clause, would significantly limit freedom
of speech for those who disagree with
homosexuality.

This is the latest in a series of events that
include the 2003 decision by Merriam-
Webster to alter its dictionaries’ definition
of marriage to include homosexual mar-
riage. Bradley LaShawn Fowler sued both
Zondervan and Thomas Nelson Bible
Publishers for $70 million on the grounds
that the Bible’s anti-gay verses brought him
pain and suffering. Mr. Bean and Wanda
Sykes aren’t laughing, and the reality that
this article could land me in jail someday
is no laughing matter either.

Americans have earned by the sweat
and blood of our forefathers’ freedom of
speech and religion, and that provides us
the right to voice our interpretation of
scripture.

Hate crime legislation is a valuable
tool for dealing with actual crimes, but its
power should not be abused in a way that
criminalizes the basic rights this country
was built on.

Andrew Weatherford is a junior religion
major and pastor of Deliverance
Bible Church in Fort Worth.
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Obama’s lift of stem cell ban
reverses anti-science attitude

/4
VLORA BOJKU

President Barack Obama has finally
lifted the ban on federal funding for
stem cell research.

Of the two types of stem cells, adult
stem cells are multipotent and have
the potential to become any of several
mature cells associated with specific

functions or organs and tissues for the

body, while embryonic stem cells are

pluripotent, and have the ability to be-

come any of the more than 220 types
of human cells.

However, embryonic stem cells are
highly controversial. Many pro-lifers
believe that using embryonic stem cells
kills the cell, and therefore kills the
“promise” of new life.

It is this reasoning that led former
President George W. Bush to ban fed-
eral funding in stem cell research and
put a halt to promising medical treat-
ment research.

But with Obama’s signature on an
executive order, the federal funding
ban has been lifted.

Many American scientists are thrilled,
and some have declared that the war on
science is over and that true innovations
and findings can now resume.

Former First Lady Nancy Reagan,

who spoke out publicly against Bush’s

policies, said countless people, suf-
fering from many different diseases,
stand to benefit from the decision.

Looking at the past eight years, it is
apparent that science has been under-
mined in a major way. Bush’s religious
beliefs superseded our need to retain
our position as leaders in the global
scientific community.

What many seem to be unaware of
regarding the use of embryonic stem
cells is that the majority of those stem
cells come from the overabundance of

cells created during the in vitro fertil-
ization process, which would otherwise
be destroyed.

Instead of destroying the cells, scien-
tists use them to discover new findings
and to help our fellow man.

These scientists aren’t doing this to
benefit themselves, but to benefit the
people who suffer from diseases for
which there is currently no cure.

Obama also declared, for those still
unsure of stem cell research, a “strict
oversight” of how the work is con-
ducted. He asked the National Institute
of Health to develop new guidelines
within four months.

It’s about time scientists were al-
lowed to help us, and I praise Obama’s

- I‘;‘ e P

| praise Obama’s brave
decision to renew our
country’s commitment
to advancing medical
care by encouraging
the use of stem

cell research.

brave decision to renew our country’s
commitment to advancing medical
care by encouraging the use of stem
cell research.

Vlora Bojku is a junior business
major from Colleyville.
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Militarizing U.S.-Mexico border risky; Fund rehab, gun control instead

YOLANDA CHAVEZ LEYVA

We should not send troops to the
U.S.-Mexico border, despite the drug-
related violence on the Mexican side.

President Barack Obama, Homeland
Security Secretary Janet Napolitano and
a variety of other government officials
have discussed the possibility of send-
ing the National Guard. Texas Gov. Rick
Perry has requested 1,000 troops on his
southern border.

To be sure, violence has risen dramat-
ically across the border in the past year
and a half. There have been almost 2,000
murders since the beginning of last year
in Ciudad Juarez in Mexico, across from
my hometown of El Paso.

I hear stories from friends and ac-
quaintances almost daily of the robberies,

Instead of further
funding a military
solution that will not
work, let's fund more
drug rehabilitation,
enforce existing

gun laws and take
responsibility for

our part in creating
the violence.

kidnappings, carjackings and shootouts.
The local university has undertaken a
study of women in Juarez who are expe-
riencing post-traumatic stress syndrome
as a result of living in the chaos of ever-

increasing violence.

While once a frequent visitor to
Juarez, I haven'’t crossed the border in
months. I grew up on the Texas-Mexico
border, but I have never seen this level of
violence on the Mexican side.

But do I want troops sent to the bor-
der in the name of protecting me?

No.

For more than 20 years, those of us
who live on the border have witnessed
the increasing militarization of the
border. The border wall is a daily re-
minder of this, as are the helicopters
that fly over our neighborhoods, the
checkpoints manned by the Border
Patrol and local law enforcement, as
well as the daily harassment of citizens
who happen to have darker skin. We
are frequently the target of various

“wars” — against undocumented
migration, against terrorism and now
against drugs. I am tired of living in a
war zone.

The model of “war” has not worked,
and it will not work.

Too often the war against drugs or
terrorism or undocumented immigra-
tion turns into violence against innocent
civilians.

Too often it turns into human rights
abuse.

Too often it becomes a justification
for even more violence.

What is the price that those of us liv-
ing on the U.S. side will be asked to pay
because of the possibility that the vio-
lence will “spill over” the border?

For a change, look at what is spill-
ing over from the United States into

Mexico — illegal arms and ammuni-
tion from U.S. dealers, laundered drug
money and an increasing demand for
drugs.

Instead of further funding a military
solution that will not work, let’s fund
more drug rehabilitation, enforce exist-
ing gun laws and take responsibility for
our part in creating the violence.

I'look forward to crossing over the
border once again in safety.

But that won’t be possible until we
stop militarizing this problem and start
addressing it at its roots.

Yolanda Chavez Leyva is a historian
specializing in Mexican-American and border
history. She wrote this for Progressive Media
Project, a source of liberal commentary

on domestic and international issues.

Letters to the editor: The Skiff welcomes letters to the editor. To submit a letter, e-mail it to opinion@dailyskiff.com. Letters must include the
author’s classification, major, hometown and phone number. Skiff reserves the right to edit or reject letters for style, taste and size restrictions.

Editorial Policy: The content of the Opinion page does not necessarily represent the views of Texas Christian University. Signed
letters, columns and cartoons represent the opinions of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the editorial board.
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Mexican drug cartels
also smuggle humans

By Josh Meyer
Tribune Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Mexican
drug cartels and their vast net-
work of associates have branched
out from their traditional business
of narcotics trafficking and are now
playing a central role in the mul-
tibillion-dollar-a-year business of
illegal immigrant smuggling, U.S.
law enforcement officials and other
experts say.

The business of smuggling hu-
mans across the Mexican border has
always been brisk, with many thou-
sands coming across every year. But
smugglers affiliated with the drug
cartels have taken the enterprise to a
new level — and made it more vio-
lent — by commandeering much
of the operation from beginning to
end from independent coyotes, ac-
cording to these officials and recent
congressional testimony.

U.S. efforts to stop the cartels
have been stymied by a shortage
of money and the failure of federal
law-enforcement agencies to col-
laborate effectively with each other,
their local and state counterparts
and the Mexican government, of-
ficials say.

For many years, U.S. authorities
have focused efforts on the cartels’
trafficking of cocaine, marijuana,
heroin and methamphetamines,
which has left a trail of violence
and corruption in its wake.

Unlike the drug trafficking prob-
lem, the cartels’ involvement in hu-
man smuggling has received scant
attention in Washington.

The cartels often further exploit
illegal immigrants by forcing them
into economic bondage or prosti-
tution, U.S. officials say. In recent
years, illegal immigrants have been
forced to pay even more exorbitant
fees for being smuggled into the
U.S. by the cartels’ well-coordinated
networks of transportation, com-
munications, logistics and financial

operatives, according to officials.

Many more illegal immigrants
are raped, killed or physically and
emotionally scarred along the
way, authorities say. Organized
smuggling groups are stealing
entire safe houses from rivals or
trucks full of “chickens” — their
term for their human cargo — so
they can resell them or exploit
them further, according to these
officials and documents.

Rep. Loretta Sanchez, D-Calif.,
said greed and opportunity has
prompted the cartels to move into
illegal immigrant smuggling.

“Drugs are only sold once;” San-
chez, the chairwoman of the House
Homeland Security border subcom-
mittee, said in an interview. “But
people can be sold over and over.
And they use these people over and
over until they are too broken to be
used anymore”

The Obama administration and
Congress are increasingly focusing
their attention on Mexico, fearing
that its government is losing ground
in a battle against the cartels that
already has resulted in the deaths
of more than 7,000 people since the
beginning of 2008.

At one of many congressional
hearings on the subject last week,
Sen. Dick Durbin, D-IIL., unveiled
a chart he said described the cartels’
profit centers: drugs, weapons and
money laundering.

Arizona Attorney General Terry
Goddard described to Durbin his
concerns about the cartels’ role in
illegal immigrant smuggling. “It is
really a four-part trade and it has
caused crime throughout the Unit-
ed States,” Goddard said.

Goddard said that in Arizona,
the cartels grossed an estimated
$2 billion last year on smuggling
humans.

Senior officials from federal law
enforcement agencies confirmed
they are concerned about the car-
tels’ human smuggling network.

In recent years, the U.S. gov-
ernment has taken significant
steps to go after illegal immigrant
smugglers on a global scale, set-
ting up task forces, launching
public awareness campaigns and
creating a Human Smuggling &
Trafficking Center to fuse intel-
ligence from various agencies.

But at the border with Mexico,
the effort has stumbled, Goddard
and other federal and state offi-
cials said.

The vast majority of ICE agents
cannot make drug arrests, for
instance, even though the same
smugglers are often moving il-
legal immigrants.

The reason: The Drug Enforce-
ment Administration has not
authorized the required “cross-
designation” authority for them,
according to Kibble and others. A
top DEA official said that is partly
to prevent ICE agents from unwit-
tingly compromising ongoing DEA
investigations.

Agents from the Justice Depart-
ment’s Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives focus al-
most exclusively on cartel efforts to
smuggle large quantities of Ameri-
can-made weapons into Mexico.

“The only way we're going to be
successful is to truly mount a com-
prehensive attack upon the cartels.
They’re doing a comprehensive at-
tack on us through all four of these
different criminal activities,” God-
dard told a Senate Judiciary sub-
committee. “I'm afraid in this coun-
try we tend to segregate by specialty
the various areas that we are going
to prosecute. And our experience
on the border is we can’t do that.
We've got to cross the jurisdictional
lines or we're going to fail”

Kibble agreed, saying the car-
tels” diversification will require
federal agencies to work together.
“It means we need more team-
work so things don’t slip through
the cracks,” Kibble said.

Clinton: U.S. also to blame
for Mexican drug violence

By Warren P. Strobel
McClatchy Newspapers

MEXICO CITY — The Unit-
ed States is at least as responsible
as Mexico for the violent drug
wars that are roiling its southern
neighbor because of an insatiable
U.S. market for narcotics, the fail-
ure to stop weapons smuggling
southward and a three-decade
“war” on drugs that “has not
worked,” Secretary of State Hil-
lary Clinton said Wednesday.

“Our insatiable demand for il-
legal drugs fuels the drug trade,”
she said. “Our inability to pre-
vent weapons from being ille-
gally smuggled across the border
to arm these criminals causes the
deaths of police officers, soldiers
and civilians.”

“How could anyone conclude any
differently? ... I feel very strongly we
have co-responsibility;” she said.

Clinton’s blunt remarks as she
flew to Mexico were the clear-
est by any senior U.S. official in
recent memory that American
habits and government policies
have stoked the drug trade and a
spreading epidemic of criminal
violence in northern Mexico.

They are likely to be well re-
ceived by top officials in the gov-
ernment of Mexican President
Felipe Calderon, which is bat-
tling rising lawlessness and has
called on the Obama adminis-
tration to do more to stop the
flow of guns and cash from the
United States into Mexico.

Clinton is meeting with Cal-
deron and his top aides, includ-
ing security and law enforce-
ment chiefs, during a two-day
trip that will be dominated by
the cartel-related killings that
have left more than 7,000 Mexi-
cans dead since January 2008.

The secretary of state ac-
knowledged that the violence is
“horrific,” even as she stressed
that hers is not a single-issue

A look at Mexico

The Obama administration wants to improve ties with the
U.S.’s southern neighbor and strengthen anti-drug efforts.

Population 111.2 million

Ethnic groups 60%

mestizo; 30% Amerindian;

9% white

GDP per person $14,400
Income distribution remains
highly unequal

Jobless rate 4.1% (Oct. 2008)
Perhaps 25% are underemployed

Exports Manufactured goods, silver, oil, oil
products, fruits, vegetables, coffee, cotton

Drugs and violence at horder

Deaths 6,290 blamed on drug cartels, 2008
Profits Cartels make an estimated $10

billion a year from U.S. drug sales

Guns About 2,000 a day are smuggled by
the cartels into Mexico from the United States
Source: CIA World Factbook, AP Graphic: Judy Treible

visit. Also on the agenda are
trade disputes, clean energy and
climate change, and the global
economic recession.

Clinton’s remarks continue
the more humble tone toward
the rest of the world that Presi-
dent Barack Obama has adopted,
in contrast with the Bush admin-
istration, which often was seen
as hectoring friends and adver-
saries alike.

Stepping beyond strictly
foreign-policy issues, Clinton
hinted at major changes to come
in the Obama administration’s
domestic drug-control strategy,
with more emphasis on reduc-
ing demand and on treatment
programs for drug abusers.

“It’s not working,” she said of
the current approach.

“We have certainly been pur-
suing these strategies for ... along
time. I remember Mrs. Reagan’s
‘just say no, “ Clinton said, refer-
ring to former first lady Nancy
Reagan’s exhortation to young
people to refuse drugs. “It’s been
very difficult”

The White House announced
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Tuesday that it was dispatching
hundreds of additional federal
agents to the U.S.-Mexican bor-
der to help border states deal
with the spillover effects of the
violence, as well as taking new
steps to interdict drugs coming
north and cash and weapons
flowing south.

Congress has approved $700
million in assistance to help
Mexico fight drug traffickers
and build more effective secu-
rity forces. However, lawmakers
cut back the first installment of
aid under the Merida Initiative
from $450 million to $300 mil-
lion. Some members of Congress
and Mexican officials complain
that promised equipment to fight
the cartels is taking too long to
arrive.

Sen. Joseph Lieberman, an in-
dependent Democrat from Con-
necticut who chairs the Senate
Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs Committee, said
Wednesday that the administra-
tion’s new plan was “a significant
first step forward. But I dont
think it is enough?”
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Tired of making job in

1. Get off the phone
2. Walk over to the Daily Skiff
3. Drop off your application

We’re hiring!

1terview calls?

The Daily Skiff is hiring for Fall 2009
Positions offered:
Daily Skiff Editor in Chief
Daily Skiff Advertising Manager

Job applications are available at www.dailyskiff.com/jobs/
or in staff offices. Application packages for EIC or
AD Manager include (1) a completed application form,
(2) a one-page personal statement regarding your interest
in the position, and (3) a one-page resume.

Email application packages to Student Publications Director
Robert Bohler (r.bohler@tcu.edu)

in Marquis Living

1,2&3 Beaoeiioor plans available

Ask about student discounts

Marquis at Stonegate
4200 Bridgeview
Fort Worth, TX 76109
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Digital health care spares doctors’ time, errors

By Noam N. Levey
Chicago Tribune

VERO BEACH, Fla. — A
stethoscope with three tiny koala
bears dangling from his neck and
eyeglasses perched on his nose,
Dennis Saver looks every bit the
family doctor as he steps into the
examining room of his small prac-
tice on Florida’s Treasure Coast.

When Saver begins to examine
his patient, however, the 56-year-old
physician does something that four
out of five doctors in America do not
do: He pulls out a computer.

The little black Toshiba, its edges
worn to the bare metal, now gets
more use than the stethoscope and
has become key to the care Saver
gives his patients — organizing
medical histories, test results, pre-
scriptions and other data that were
once a jumble of paper records.

Saver’s laptop, and the system be-
hind it, put him on the cutting edge
of what President Barack Obama
and many experts say is a critical step
to improving the nation’s health care
system while reining in costs.

It is known as “Health IT; an
idea that promises to cut medical
errors, prevent unnecessary tests
and procedures and identify better
treatments.

The concept is not new. But in
an age when auto mechanics rou-
tinely turn to computerized records
before changing a tire, many health
care professionals have lagged far
behind in adopting modern infor-
mation technology even as they
embrace state-of-the-art science and
technology to treat their patients.

Now, Obama is betting he can

change that with $19 billion from
the economic stimulus legislation
he signed last month.

With his health reform agenda
on the line, the new president has
asked the federal bureaucracy to do
in a few months what doctors, hos-
pitals and high-tech companies have
failed to do for more than a decade:
drag the medical profession into the
computer age.

It's an immense challenge.

There is still debate over what an
electronic health record should look
like and who should have access.
Nor is there consensus about how
to make different computer records
systems interoperable, like automat-
ed teller machines the world over.

And while the Obama adminis-
tration has pledged to settle many
of these questions by the end of the
year, the president is still scrambling
to fill top health care posts in his ad-
ministration.

“They are rightfully pinning a lot
of hope on this,” said Melissa Gold-
stein, a health information technol-
ogy expert at George Washington
University. “That is always danger-
ous, and it’s always risky”

Around the country, some doctors
and hospitals have already begun to
incorporate information technology
on their own.

Saver and the nine other physi-
cians in his practice decided to take
the plunge three years ago. The move
fundamentally changed the opera-
tion of the practice.

Gone are tens of thousands of
manila folders that filled a big room.
Doing away with those files has al-
lowed the practice to cut its records
staff from seven to three.

The office eliminated two more
positions in the billing department
because clerks no longer have to
struggle over doctors handwritten
notes.

And costly tests aren't repeated
because a lab result is lost or an im-
age is misplaced, Saver said.

Thanks to warnings embedded in
the electronic health record, or EHR,
Saver can monitor his patients’ pre-
scriptions to avoid harmful interac-
tions. In case of a recall, he can check
the database in minutes to find out
whom to notify.

Elsewhere, there are even more
promising signs of technology use.
Childrens Hospital Los Angeles,
which installed an EHR system five
years ago, has all but eliminated er-
rors in prescriptions, according to
hospital officials.

In Hawaii, Kaiser Permanente re-
ported a 26 percent drop in patient
visits after the hospital system imple-
mented an electronic record system
that allows doctors and patients to
communicate by telephone or e-mail
for routine contacts.

And in New York, where the city
has helped family practices install
EHR systems, doctors are now able
to turn to their computers for guid-
ance on recommended treatments.

The New York system — which
links more than 800 providers — will
also allow public health officials to
quickly tap patient data from across
the city to track disease outbreaks
and send doctors up-to-the-minute
advisories.

“There are just huge opportuni-
ties here;” said Farzad Mostashari,
an assistant health commissioner in

But those opportunities have
proven difficult to realize for most
American doctors.

Just 17 percent of physicians use
electronic health records, according
to a survey published last year in the
New England Journal of Medicine.
Only 4 percent have “fully function-
al” systems that provide services like
drug and treatment advisories.

A big barrier to wider adoption
has been upfront expense. Installing
electronic record systems can cost
more than $30,000 per physician.

The $787 billion stimulus bill
that Obama signed last month
may provide some help for doc-
tors’ checkbooks through grants
and new financial incentives for
those who use electronic records.

But the administration still faces
difficult decisions about ensuring
that the billions of dollars of federal
money are not wasted on systems
that don’t work or cost too much.

By the end of the year, the De-
partment of Health and Human
Services is to develop a set of
standards dictating not only what
electronic health records should
do, but who should control them
and how.

Also unresolved is access to
patient data, an issue that raises
questions about how researchers,
pharmaceutical companies, in-
surers, even patients can use the
electronic files.

Doctors worry about safe-
guards to ensure that the source
of information in electronic
medical records is clear enough
to avoid mistakes and establish
clear responsibilities in the case
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SCOTT FISHER / South Florida Sun-Sentinel via MCT
Dr. Dennis Saver, 56, armed with a ubiquitous laptop computer, and medical student Caro-

New York.

of error.

Apps change use of mobile devices

By John Boudreau
San Jose Mercury News

SANJOSE, Calif. — They tell us
where to eat, how to find friends,
when to make a left turn.

Oh, and they can also make a
phone call.

An explosive proliferation of
software applications — and easy
ways to get them, most notably
through Apple’s App Store — is
changing our relationship with
mobile phones. The always-con-
nected era is dawning. The cell
phone is becoming more a com-
panion than merely a means of
one-on-one conversation.

“I can’t live without it,” said
James London, a 19-year-old
De Anza College freshman, cra-
dling his iPhone. “It’s like water
or food”

Though Apple was the first
company to create an easy and
orderly way for developers to
sell smart phone software, the
rest of the industry is trying to

“Anything that

we touch and

see and feel, and
whomever we
communicate with
— we will control
that with our
mobile phones.”

Chetan Sharma
wireless industry analyst

catch up.

Owners of all the major mobile
phone operating systems — Re-
search In Motion, Windows Mo-
bile, Palm, Symbian and Google’s
Android — are gearing up online
application stores. Independent
app sites are also popping up, of-
fering unauthorized software for
the iPhone.

Soon, nearly every imaginable
function of the office and home

entertainment center will be de-
livered to the computers that fit
our palms.

“I'm a big believer that the mo-
bile phone will become the remote
control of our lives,” said Chetan
Sharma, an independent wire-
less industry analyst. “Anything
that we touch and see and feel,
and whomever we communicate
with — we will control that with
our mobile phones.”

Though the recession is slowing
sales of so-called smart phones,
futurists view app-packed mobile
devices as the next tech tsunami
to hit society and fundamentally
change how people navigate life.

“It’s a new category of activity,
said veteran Silicon Valley fore-
caster Paul Saffo. “Voice (func-
tions) are an afterthought”

Already people are using their
smart phones to locate friends at
nearby bars and restaurants or find
a service station with cheap gas.
They stream TV to their phones,
update Facebook pages on the go

and play sophisticated games.

The Shazam program allows
people to instantly identify a
song and artist by holding the
iPhone up to, say, a radio. The
Trapster program for iPhone and
BlackBerry uses crowd-sourcing
to avoid speeding tickets — the
phone signals a warning when en-
tering ticket zones. The Android
Cab4me app helps hail a cab.

Because their smart phone is
with them everywhere they go, peo-
ple develop far closer attachments
to the devices than to their home
PCs or laptops, said B.J. Fogg, a
Stanford University researcher and
author of “Persuasive Technology:
Using Computers to Change What
We Think and Do”

Sharma said people using
smart phones spend 70 percent
of their time doing things other
than talking.

“They have become devices peo-
ple use for productivity and leisure,”
he said. “They save time and they
kill time”

Secretly funded DEA planes suffer malfunctions

By Marisa Taylor
McClatchy Newspapers

WASHINGTON — The first
sign of trouble with the Drug En-
forcement Administration’s new
surveillance planes surfaced al-
most immediately. On the way
from the manufacturer to the
agency’s aviation headquarters,
one of the jets veered off a run-
way during a fuel stop.

The malfunction last spring
was only the beginning. A month
later, the windshield unlatched in
mid-flight and smashed into the
engine. Then, in a third incident
on the same plane, a connection
between the propeller and the
engine came loose and forced an
emergency landing.

In January, after less than 10
months of operation, the cascade
of mechanical problems forced the
DEA to ground the planes.

The planes recently were
scheduled to be “cannibalized”
so the DEA could sell the parts
and recover as much of its money
as possible.

The story behind why the DEA
sought out the three planes, only
to become the second federal
agency to give them up, illustrates
the pitfalls of “black,” or classified,
budgeting in which Congress ap-
proves tens of billions of dollars for
intelligence agencies outside the
public’s view.

The twin-engine planes, manu-
factured by Schweizer Aircraft, like-
ly came out of an even more shad-
owy funding provision known as

“black earmarks,” according to gov-
ernment officials with knowledge
of the contract. The officials asked
to remain anonymous because the
planes, known as “Shadowhawks;
received funding secretly.

Lawmakers often earmark proj-
ects to score sought-after contracts
for companies back home.

The idea is to encourage cut-
ting-edge research and develop-
ment that wouldn’t otherwise get
approval during the ordinary bud-
geting process. During the regular
and more transparent budgeting
process, earmarks can sometimes
pay for worthwhile projects, ex-
perts said.

Black earmarks, however, receive
almost no scrutiny. Even worse,
there’s little accountability when
the technology doesn’t work.

Despite calls to end it, lawmak-
ers have continued the practice.

In this case, Schweizer received
$13.5 million from Congress for
the now-defunct planes and could
be paid an additional $1.75 million
by the DEA for retrofitting them.

Where the DEA got the planes
is unclear. William Brown, the
special agent in charge of the avi-
ation division in Fort Worth, said
he was under the impression that
the funding for the planes was
earmarked for the State Depart-
ment, but officials with knowl-
edge of the transaction said the
planes had been intended for
another agency for intelligence
purposes. The officials couldn’t
be named because they weren't
authorized to speak publicly.

Schweizer officials said they
didn’t know where the origi-
nal funding came from because
Schweizer got the contract be-
fore Sikorsky Aircraft bought the
family-owned company. Schweiz-
er, founded in 1937 and based in
Elmira, N.Y,, specializes in light
helicopters, reconnaissance aircraft
and unmanned aerial vehicles.

Critics say the DEA’ decision to
acquire the planes not only raises
questions about the secrecy of in-
telligence budgets, but also about
the leadership of the DEA avia-
tion division.

Last month, McClatchy News-
papers reported on a separate
controversy sparked by Brown’s
decision to spend more than
$123,000 to charter a private jet
to fly Acting DEA Administra-
tor Michele Leonhart to Bogota,
Colombia, in October.

Government watchdogs called
the charter excessive, considering
the DEA could have rescheduled
the flight on one of the agency’s
106 planes.

Brown also sought out the
Schweizer planes. He said he first
heard about them during a sales
pitch by then-President Paul Sch-
weizer, who couldn’t be reached
for comment.

“I thought it was good fortune
for us because we were think-
ing of buying similar planes
anyway, Brown said. “Paul told
us that it looked like this other
agency doesn’t want them any-
more, but they might work out
well for you. That sounded like

“Paul (Schweizer)
told us that it
looked like this
other agency
doesn’t want them
anymore, but they
might work out
well for you. That
sounded like a
good deal to us.”

William Brown
DEA special agent

a good deal to us”

There was one problem: The
planes were untested. They rep-
resented the first three of the
model, which was handcrafted
instead of mass produced. As a
result, they were listed with the
Federal Aviation Administration
as “experimental”

DEA officials with knowledge
of the malfunctioning planes said
pilots feared flying them, espe-
cially in high-elevation areas.
“Anybody who flew the aircraft
was a test pilot,” said one of the
officials. The officials didn’t want
to be identified because they dis-
agreed with the DEA’s official
stance on the aircraft.

Brown, however, said he didn’t
cancel the program because of
safety problems, but decided the
planes were simply too difficult
to repair.

lyn Johnstone prepare to see patients in Saver's Vero Beach, Fla., offices, March 11.

Sex offender law tied up
in Missouri court system

By Tony Rizzo
McClatchy Newspapers

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Jerry P.
Inman spent Halloween weekend
rallying with a Christian motor-
cycle group in Arkansas, one state
below his home.

But that didn’t stop prosecutors
in Missouri from charging him
with violating the state’s new law
aimed at keeping children away
from registered sex offenders on
Halloween night.

Call it Missouri’s 5-hour law —
in force from 5 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.
only one night a year.

It requires registered sex of-
fenders to stay indoors the night
of Oct. 31, turn off their homes’
exterior lights and post “no candy
or treats at this residence” signs on
their doors.

Despite questions about the
law’s constitutionality, at least
three prosecutors have filed charg-
es against offenders who they say
failed to comply last year.

In Christian County south of
Springfield, prosecutors charged
18 men, including Inman, with
the misdemeanor. That is 31 per-
cent of the county’s 58 registered
offenders.

In Greene County, where
Springtield is located, authorities
charged 11 offenders. Two have
pleaded guilty and received sus-
pended sentences. The first trial in
that county is scheduled April 13.

Clay County deputies identified
14 alleged violators, but a spokes-
man for the prosecutor’s office
said he did not know whether any
charges were filed as a result.

Prosecutors in Jackson, Platte
and Cass counties filed no cases.

Inman, 60, a former Olathe,
Kan., resident, was the first man to
be released from the Kansas Sexual
Predator Unit. His case is the first
in Christian County and is sched-
uled for trial April 22. A conviction
carries a maximum one-year jail
sentence.

Inman’s attorney, Richard Crites,
of Springfield, is trying to get the
case dismissed because he says In-
man wasn’t home that weekend.

The law states that offenders
must remain indoors “unless re-
quired to be elsewhere for just
cause, including but not limited
to employment or medical emer-
gencies.” It does not address travel
plans.

“To interpret the law to say he
violated it would have chilling ef-
fect on the right to freely travel,”
Crites said.

The Christian County prosecu-
tor did not respond to requests for
an interview.

Though Crites disagrees with

how the law is being applied in In-
man’s case, he said he thinks the
Halloween restriction law is a good
idea if it targets people who have
abused children.

“I personally think it’s consti-
tutional,” he said. “Child molest-
ers and children should stay away
from each other”

However, many prosecutors say
they think the law can’t be applied
to most offenders.

“Our best belief was that it was
not enforceable for those placed
on probation and parole before its
enactment,” said Ted Hunt of the
Jackson County prosecutor’s office.
“With people placed on probation
or parole after its enactment, we
didn't see any constitutional prob-
lems”

The Missouri Constitution pro-
hibits the enactment of retrospec-
tive laws, an issue that has come

“] personally think
it's constitutional.
Child molesters and
children should
stay away from
each other.”

Richard Crites
attorney

up in other cases. For example, the
state Supreme Court ruled in 2006
that said sex offenders didn’t have
to register if they were convicted
before the registration law took ef-
fect in 1995.

A civil lawsuit challenging the
Halloween law is pending in fed-
eral court in St. Louis. The Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union filed the
lawsuit on behalf of six sex offend-
ers who contend the law is unclear
on whether it prevents them from
having contact with their children
and grandchildren on Halloween
night.

Some prosecutors said they will
continue to enforce the law until a
higher court can clarify its consti-
tutionality.

In Cape Girardeau, prosecutor
Morley Swingle’s office filed charg-
es against three people for violating
the restrictions.

One person in Cape Girardeau
County pleaded guilty and was
fined $250, he said. Another failed
to appear in court and a warrant
for his arrest has been issued. The
third case was dismissed when au-
thorities determined that the wom-
an was exempt from registering as
an offender, Swingle said.

“Every statute is presumed
constitutional unless or until it’s
proved that it’s not,” he said.
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MICHAEL CARRéLL

The Mountain West Confer-
ence’s attempts to pioneer a new
format for crowning a college
football champion should be ap-
plauded by all fans of the sport.

There is no question that the
current system is flawed. One
slipup on Saturday during the
regular season can cost a worthy
team a chance at playing on col-
lege sports” biggest stage at the
National Championship game.
The fact that no playoff system
has been established as of yet is
unacceptable.

The MWC, with its collection
of increasingly powerful football
programs, is in a great position
to lead the way to change. Ear-
lier this month, the conference
proposed an eight-team playoff

BASKETBALL

continued from page 8

ready to play. You can cite a
number of guys (picked in) the
20s and 30s who are starting
this year. Maybe (this year) you
just get a guy who helps you
rather than a starter or star”

In a mock draft list by ES-
PN’s Chad Ford, only Griffin
and 7-foot-3-inch Connecticut
center Hasheem Thabeet are
among top-five picks playing
in the Sweet 16. Among his 14
lottery picks, only five — Grif-
fin, Thabeet, Arizona junior
forward Jordan Hill, Okla-
homa freshman guard Willie
Warren and Louisville junior
forward Earl Clark — remain
in the tournament.

Some coaches think this
season’s class of potential draft-
ees isn’t bad. It’s simply not as
buzz-worthy.

“The freshman story is what
everybody wants to write about
and everybody wants to talk
about because theyre new;
Pittsburgh coach Jamie Dixon
said. “With DeJuan (Blair), hes
a sophomore, he became the
new face and became the story.
I think that’s why he got talked
about more”

Drawing the line from A to
Bisn't a difficult connection for
college players. With seeming-
ly less competition in the draft,
perhaps they think this is an
excellent time to leap.

Louisville coach Rick Pitino

system to the Bowl Champi-
onship Series that would give
conferences with teams that had
a winning percentage of at least
.400 against current automatic
qualifying conferences auto-
matic BCS berths.

It’s only fair that more than
two teams deserve a shot at a
national title, and this change

would present multiple teams
with that opportunity.

Roadblocks to changing the
current system always seem
to center on money, but those
could easily be resolved because
more games equals more money
for everyone involved.

As great as an eight-team
playoft sounds, why stop there?
Why not make it a 16-team
extravaganza? The eventual
champion would have to win
four straight games against the
toughest competition across the
college football spectrum, a task
that would certainly determine
the top team in the country.
That’s a change we could all
agree upon.

Championships should never

shakes his head when he sees
players leave too early, wonder-
ing what will happen to them
on the end of an NBA bench,
where coaches often ignore
them and their development
meets a dead end.

Pitino thinks about what
will become of B.J. Mullens,
the Ohio State freshman cen-
ter who is considering enter-
ing the draft. He came off the
bench and averaged less than
10 points and fewer than five
rebounds a game.

“(Would) be the worst
move the young man could
ever make,” Pitino said. “He’s
going to be a terrific pro, but
you want to stay in school and
become the best player you can
be so when you go to the pros,
you're ready for it”

That was the advice Pitino
provided Louisville forward
Terrence Williams. He stayed
for his junior season, saw his
statistics improve, led the Car-
dinals to the Sweet 16 and is
projected as a first-round se-
lection.

NBA scouts aren't ecstatic
over this seasons class — and
that’s not necessarily bad for
college basketball.

“Last year we stopped Blake
Griffin,” Pitino said. “T don’t
think we could stop him like
we did last year. He’s improved
so much. (Villanova senior)
Dante Cunningham has im-
proved so much. College re-
ally helps these guys.”

POINT ¢ COUNTERPOINT

Are efforts to change the format of the BCS worth the trouble?

Eight-team playoff system would benefit schools and fans

It's only fair that
more than two
teams deserve a
shot at a national
title, and this
change would
present multiple
teams with that
opportunity.

be earned during the regular sea-
son of any sport — like in college
football. There are too many vari-
ables and unknowns that can tem-
porarily derail a terrific program’s
season for a game or two.

Not only would a revamped
system be beneficial for under-
represented conferences and
teams like the Mountain West
and TCU, but it would also add
another thrilling element to the
spectacle that is college football.

Sports editor Michael Carroll
is a senior news-editorial
journalism major from Coppell.

Players who helped
their draft stock by
returning to college

1. Blake Griffin, Oklahoma
6-10, forward, sophomore
College basketball's most domi-
nant player. Strong post scorer

at 22.5 points per game. Flashes
athleticism and cleans up on the
glass with 14.4 rebounds.

2. Cole Aldrich, Kansas

6-11, center, sophomore

Showed steady improvement as
starter. Increased scoring from 2.8
points per game as freshman to
14.8 this season. Great wingspan.
Strong shot blocker with 2.6 per
game.

3. Terrence Williams, Louisville
6-6, forward, senior

Makes the all-energy team. Can
score inside and out, shooting 38.4
percent on three-pointers. Aver-
ages 12.7 points, 8.7 rebounds, 5.0
assists.

4. Jonny Flynn, Syracuse

6-0, guard, sophomore

Smaller than most point guards
but impressed during Big East
tournament and in NCAA. Quick
off the dribble. Averages 17.3
points.

5. Hasheem Thabeet, Connecticut
7-3, center, junior

Most dominant defensive force in
college. Alters opponents’ shots.
Outstanding shot blocker at 4.4
per game and rebounder at 10.7
per game. Has improved offen-
sively, averaging 13.7 points.
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Conferences with complaints need to shut up and play

Since the end of the college
football season the only people
complaining about the Bowl
Championship Series are the
members of the Mountain West
Conference.

Even people from the Univer-
sity of Texas have quit complain-
ing about not getting their shot at
the national title.

But the MWC can't let go of
the fact they don’t have an auto-
matic BCS berth.

Every conference had its
chance to get guaranteed bids in
2004, when the current system
was established, and they could
have played better over the four
years after that to get their auto-
matic bids before last season.

I say tough break.

MLB

You don't have a spot, you're
not getting a spot anytime soon
and you're not going to be able
to sway the Southeastern Con-
ference, home of the last three
national champions, the Big
Ten, who has had a representa-
tive in two of the last three BCS
championship games, or the Big
12 into losing their best shot at

bringing home the crystal foot-
ball every January.

Without those conferences
throwing their support at the
MWTC or an eight-team playoft
system there is no shot of this
idea getting any merit.

The best thing for the Moun-
tain West to do is to put the best
teams on the field they can and
hope to earn their spot in three
years along with the Western
Athletic Conference, Conference
USA, the Mid-American Confer-
ence and the Sun Belt Confer-
ence.

If the Frogs, the Brigham
Young University Cougars and
the University of Utah Utes con-
tinue their efforts from this past
season for the next three years,

The best thing for
the Mountain West
to do is to put the
best teams on the
field they can and
hope to earn their
spot in three years.

the Mountain West Conference
will get its automatic bid.

Plus, the Air Force Academy
and Colorado State University
have football programs on the
rise while the Atlantic Coast
Conference and the Big East have
programs that are on the decline.

But for now, the MWC needs
to quit complaining and just fo-
cus on its on-the-field product.

Billy Wessels is a senior news-editorial
journalism major from Waxahachie.

¢

Which side are you on?
Go to DailySkiff.com
and cast your vote.

Confident Bradley says his presence
will help push Cubs to top of league

By Paul Sullivan
Chicago Tribune

MESA, Ariz. — Predictions are
starting to emerge as the season
draws near, and it's no surprise
most prognosticators are picking
the Cubs to win the NL Central.

“They should,” Milton Bradley
said. “I'm here”

If that sounds cocky, so be it. The
Cubs won 97 games and led the NL
in runs last year, and Bradley is cer-
tain they’ll be even more dominant
with a switch-hitting on-base ma-
chine like him in the middle of the
lineup.

Judging from Bradley’s spring
numbers — .467 average and .500
on-base percentage in 11 games —
he could be right on the money.
Bradley’s biggest enemy has been
his own frailty. If he can limit his
time on the disabled list, the free-
agent right fielder figures to have a
monster year offensively, the kind
that can make a difference in Oc-
tober.

In Bradley’s mind, he was a dif-
ference-maker in Los Angeles, Oak-
land and San Diego, even though
none of those organizations asked
him to stick around too long.

“I'm a winner;” he said. “When I
went to the Dodgers (in 2004), after
they hadn't been to the postseason
since ‘88, they went to the postsea-

son. I went to the A’s in 2006. We
weren’t supposed to do anything,
and we went to the ALCS. I was with
San Diego (in ‘07). We were one win
away from making the postseason,
and I got hurt. Everywhere I go,
people win. It’s not a surprise.”
Bradley’s health issues are not a
surprise either. He has been on the

When | go out on
the field and play,

| play at a certain
level, and | think |
raise everyone else’s
level around me.

Milton Bradley
Cubs outfielder

disabled list 12 times since 2002 and
has sat out twice this spring, once
with the flu and once with a sore
left quad.

How many games will Bradley
play?

On his first day at camp, he said
he wanted to play 181, including the
postseason. In January general man-
ager Jim Hendry said: “We’re hope-
ful he plays 130 to 135 games. He's
going to be mad at me saying that,
because he thinks he can play 155,
and I wouldn’t count him out”

Bradley said this week he doesn’t

know how many games hell play
and was not concerned that hed
played only 20 games in the out-
tield in 2008 with Texas.

“I can wake up out of the bed and
play outfield,” he said. “It’s easy”

Manager Lou Piniella could re-
move Bradley for Reed Johnson or
Kosuke Fukudome late in games
to save Bradley’s legs, although he
seldom used a defensive replace-
ment for Alfonso Soriano in left.
Bradley said the only times he was
removed in Texas were for pinch-
runners or if the team had a big
lead, but he’s not sure what Pin-
iella has in mind.

“It didn’t happen before, but Lou
has done some things, so I wouldn’t
be surprised,” he said. “He’s got to
manage his team the best way to
win the games, so I wouldn't rule
anything out”

Hendry said Bradley is the kind
of player who likes being in the
spotlight, knowing the team is de-
pending on him. While that puts
a lot of self-imposed pressure on a
player, Bradley said that’s the way
he has always been.

“Its what I expect,” he said.
“When I go out on the field and
play, I play at a certain level, and
I think I raise everyone else’s level
around me. I didn’t come here to
lose, so I expect to be in the post-
season. No doubt”
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Today in History
On this day in 1953, Dr. Jonas Salk announces
that he has successfully tested a vaccine

against poliomyelitis, the virus that causes the
crippling disease of polio.

— History Channel

SUDOKU PUZZLE

Sponsored by:

Joke of the Day
A: What do you call a seagull that
flies over the bay?

Q: A bagel.

TODAY'S CROSSWORD

Sponsored by:

TCU BASEBALL
#16 TCU VS, SAN DIEGO STATE
FRIDAY AT 6:30PM
SATURDAY AT 4:00 PM

SUNDAY isttor nocs) AT 1:00 PM
*FREE FOR ALL STUDENTS®

ROGERINT

Copy Center

Now located in the
University Union-Room 1103

OPEN

M-Thur. 7:30 AM - 11:45 PM
Friday 7:30 AM - 4:00 PM
Sunday 4:00 PM - 11:45 PM

C

Printing & Copying

Now located at the
Northwest Corner of the

Grandmarc Building
Open
8 AM - 5 PM Monday - Friday

Your On-Campus Copy Center

“I'm glad the holidays are over ...
now | can dump you.”

Michael Capozzola's

In NEGOTIATION, balls and tenacity
count as much as skill!
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Directions

Fill in the grid so
that every 3x3 box,
row and column
contains the digits 1
through 9 without
repeating numbers.

See Friday’s paper
for sudoku and

crossword solutions.
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GET TIPS AND MORE SOLUTIONS

AT WWW.SUDOKU.COM

ACROSS
1 Alp top
5 Sounding

shocked

10 Looking shocked

14 A8 manufacturer

15 Decisive refusal

16 Double-click,
maybe

17 In need of
irrigation

18 Lacking
skepticism

19 __ dixit

20 Ocean delicacy

21 Operational
headquarters

23 She played Ulla
in “The
Producers”

25 Estrangement

26 Classy office
door adornment

33 Lends a hand

34“ltsso__I"

35 Make up (for)

37 Clavell’s “__-Pan”

38 Ma, for one

41 Rx writers

42 1943 penny
metal

44 “Proud Mary”
band, for short

45 Pond problem

By Bonnie L. Gentry

2100 cents

3 Part of “The
Sound of Music”
farewell song

4 Little butter?

5 Author Rice

46 2006 political 6 Transmission
best-seller, with component
“The” 7 Tel __-Yafo

50 __school 8 Harsh

51 Corp. that once 9 Rain, briefly
owned Hertzand 10 Indicate
Hilton 11 PDA entry

52 Beside one 12 __-majesty
another 13 Fed. power dept.

58 E-mail cackle

61 Masseur’s stock

62 Stag

63 Irish Free State
successor

21 “llimatic” rapper

22 Key of Liszt's
Piano Concerto
No. 1

24 Submissions to

3/26/09
Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved
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64 Prefix with tasse eds. . .
65 Andes herd 26 Upside-down 38 Louisiana 53 Hurries
animal sleepers Territory explorer 54 Street liners
66 Pesky biter 27 It's twirled in a 39 Needing salt, 55 Rocker Jett

67 Part of WNBA:
Abbr.

rodeo
28 PBS’s science

40 Sellout initials

perhaps 56 “My treat”

57 Deterioration

68 “Roots” Emmy quy 43 Enters stealthily 59 Like the Sabin
winner 29 M offerer 45 ’50s oldies vaccine
69 Capital south of 30 Punish with a syllable ) 60 Jared Qf
Lillehammer fine 47 Secret doctrine “American
31 Gin cocktail 48 Tennyson works Psycho”
DOWN 32 Become, finally 49 Eyeorearending 63 It sometimes
1 “ Kid You Not” 36 Salinger 52 Musncal' needs a
author dedicatee conclusion boost

COOKHOU

HARDHAT TOURS
2. |Available-NOW!

; e e 4
READY FOR FALL SEMESTER MOVE IN!

CONDOMINIUMS

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

817.231.9222
SALES CENTER: 3209 S. University Fort Worth, TX 76109 www.SkyRockLiving.com

The Coolest Address @ TCU

Be a
MEMBER
of the _
Frog Pass Nation |

Kids who drink before age 15 are 5 fimes
more likely o have alcoal problems
when they're adults.

START TALKING
BEFORE THEY
START DRINKING

To learn more,
g0 to www.stopalcoholabuse.gov
or call 1.800.729.6686

LWCATYy,

TACO™®) STAND

4 TRQUIL BIR & GIL

F

T Mo Thorsdey s
Rt [inste oy ot

| Happy Hour 1-7 pm every day

Thursday Specials
$4 Margaritas
—_— $4 Frozen Screwdrivers

909 West Magnolia « Fort Worth, Texas 76109
Phone 817.924.8646 « Fax 817.924.8648 « yucatantacostand1@yahoo.com

LCU does not encourage the consumption of alcohol. If you do consume alcohol, you should do so responsibly, and you should never drive after drinking,

Defended in Fort Worth, Arlington,
Richland Hills, Benbrook, Crowley,
Hurst, Euless, Grapevine, and
elsewhere in Tarrant County.

*No promises as to results.

*Any fine and any court costs
are not included in fee for legal
representation.

James R. Mallory
Attorney at Law

3024 Sandage Ave.
Fort Worth, TX 76109-1793
817.924.3236

www.JamesMallory.com

Starting at $429-§890
Vew Amenities
Stainless Steel Appliances
Hardwood Floors
Two-Toned Paint

Brushed Nickel Faucets

8 Pet Friendly
Close to Hulen Mall

5% Student Discount

Come In For Our Great “Look and Lease” Specials!

Marina Club Apartment Homes
5301 Overton Ridge Blvd.
817-294-9606
www.themarinaclubapts.com

35¢ PER WORD PER DAY
H}“ I]A| [Y SK| H: 45¢ PER BOLD WORD PER DAY
www.tcudailyskiff com/classifieds 70 PLACE YOUR AD

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

$15.85/HOUR+ BONUSES Perfect
for Sports-Minded Students. Very
Flexible Schedule. Next to TCU
Campus, Top Gun Promotions,

Ask for Grant 817-546-3905

Condos for Sale -- Skyrock Condos
The Coolest Address at TCU! 2-4
bedroom floorplans. Brand new, roof-
top deck, and luxury interiors. Prices
start at $350K. Call 214-507-5380.
Only 22 available. One of a kind...
nothing like it before... be one of the
select few! Go frogs.

WE PAY UP TO $75 per online
survey. www. CashToSpend.com

Los Vaqueros University at 2880 West
Berry Street is now hiring. Full and

Pline waiosvaquerosom. T Skiff Advertising
817-257-7426
dailyskiff.com
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Senior reflects on end of season, future

By Michael Carroll
Sports Editor

Senior forward Kevin Langford
started 91 consecutive games for
the Horned Frogs over the past
three seasons. He finished his
career ranked 14th in school his-
tory in points scored with 1,227.
He now ranks sixth in school his-
tory in games started. He earned
second team All-Mountain West
Conference honors for his play this
past season when he averaged 13.9
points and 4.5 rebounds per con-
test. Recently, Langford reflected
on the end of the season, his time
at the university and his future on
the court.

Q: The team’s season came to an
end when it lost a heartbreaker to
Utah in the Mountain West Con-
ference Championships almost two
weeks ago. Were you proud of the
teams effort that game?

A: I was really proud of their ef-
fort. When I fouled out especially
I told the guys just try to win the
game for me so I could play one
more game and they gave it their
all. They all looked at me and said
they would and they continued try-
ing. I was really pleased with what
they did.

Q: The team hit a wall after
reaching first place in the con-
ference in January. In your mind,
what went wrong in the last dozen
games of the season?

A: It was the inexperience of the
team. We had a lot of youth and
for a lot of guys it was their first
year playing. It was just a matter

of playing a whole season and the
inexperience really got to us.

Q: What was your favorite mo-
ment of the season?

A: There were a lot of good
moments. Just being a team on
the road and hanging out with
coach Christian and laugh-
ing with him and the assistant
coaches. It was just a good year
all around. Guys really bonded

so there isn’t just one moment that
sticks out in my mind.

Q: Was it difficult transitioning
to a new head coach and a new sys-
tem this season?

A: At first it was. I was like,
“Who is this guy?” He came in and
made drastic changes. But then af-
ter a while I realized that he was
the perfect coach for me. We got
close and we have a great relation-
ship right now. The only bad thing
about coach is that I only had one
year to play for him.

Q: How did things change when
coach Christian came on board?

A: When he came on board he
said we were going to re-establish
ateam and a program here. He put
in team rules that really made the
guys bond. He had us over to his
house. There were just a lot of dif-
ferent things. When we had work-
outs and stuff they were pretty hard
but we got used to them. He kind
of came in and gave the team an
identity.

Q: How do you see the team do-
ing in the future under Christian’s
guidance?

A: T have a lot of faith in him. I
think they’ll be one of the top teams
in the conference next year, if not
win the conference. That’s how
much faith I have in the coaching
staff and the players as well.

Q: There were a lot of newcom-
ers on this year’s squad. What do you
think of the team’s younger players?

A: I like the younger guys.
Theyre good players, they just
want to do good. They’re so eager

N wa

JASON FOCHTMAN / Multimedia Editor

Senior forward Kevin Langford creates space while attempting a shot against Utah cen-
ter Luke Nevill on Feb. 4 at the Daniel-Meyer Coliseum.

to learn and to and be good players
too. They were thrown right into
the fire because they had to play
and they stepped up to the chal-
lenge, especially guys like Tuffy
(Ronnie Moss) and Kevin Butler.
Q: Your run with the team has
come to an end. How much did you
enjoy your time as a Horned Frog
and how much will you miss it?
A: T enjoyed it a lot. Coming
here and playing back at home
and being at a small campus and
playing where a lot of people

know you, I enjoyed it a lot. It is
something I'm going to miss —
my teammates and my coaches
especially. But you've got to move
on sometime so I'm going to try
to move on.

Q: What does the future hold for
Kevin Langford?

A: I'm looking to try to make
it into an NBA camp and then if
that doesn’t work out I'm going to
go overseas to play. I've had a few
agents contact me but I haven't de-
cided on one yet.
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See which university club sports teams
are in action this weekend.
Tomorrow

JOHN SLEEZR / Kansas‘City Star via MCT
Blake Griffin of Oklahoma dunks over Laval Lucas-Perry of Michigan during their
NCAA Tournament game on Saturday in Kansas City, Mo.

Tournament lacks
next-level talent

By Shannon Ryan Oklahoma’s Blake Griffin is

Chicago Tribune widely considered the top pick
ifhe departs after his sophomore
This season’s NCAA Tourna-  season.
ment games have rocketed televi- But then?

sion ratings and made the blood
flow, whether it runs Cardinals
red or Carolina blue.

Like last season, four No. 1
seeds are alive in this week’s
Sweet 16. Top dogs Louisville
and Pittsburgh shrugged off
upset-minded underdogs to
maintain order in the brackets
yet entertain CBS audiences.

What’s missing in this season’s
tournament is the NBA draft au-
dition.

As much debate took place last
season about which college team
would be No. 1 in April as which
player would be the No. 1 draft
pickin June. After last year’s off-
the-charts draft, there’s an appar-
ent drop in elite talent.

“I don't think there’s the star
power in this draft, not even
close,” said one NBA scout, who
requested anonymity. “You prob-
ably won't have the same number
of starters.”

“Close your eyes, put your
finger on a name on the list
and you'll see,” the scout said. “I
couldn’t tell you any more than
the man in the moon (who will
be picked highly). Last year we
all had a pretty good idea”

All five Kansas starters who
won the national championship
last season are depositing NBA
checks. Michael Beasley, Kevin
Love and O.]. Mayo made last
season’s tournament an all-star
tour of one-and-dones. And Chi-
cago fans know where Derrick
Rose resides and rules after being
a freshman star at Mempbhis, the
national runner-up.

This season’s draft class needs
to be viewed through a film of
perspective.

“It depends on your expecta-
tions,” the scout said. “Last year
SO many guys were coming out

SEE BASKETBALL - PAGE 6

“So, that’s
when the

fight

broke out...”

Like to hear someone tell a big one, a whopper of a story?

Want to learn how to spin your own tale and impress friends?
Or maybe you think you are already a great tall tale teller.
No matter what your level of tale telling is, you don’t want to
miss four fun filled days of ghost tales, folk tales, American
Indian tales, sacred tales... tales that will entertain, inspire,
make you laugh and make you cry.

The 2009 Texas Storytelling Festival features some of
America’s best-loved storytellers as well as masterful
storytellers from all over Texas and beyond.
 Daytime and evening story concerts
» Workshops and Master Classes
* Story Swap open to all
e Story Lovers’ Gift Shop, and more!

Texas Storytelling Festival
March 26-29
Denton, Texas

\

www iejasstorytelling.com

Campus Recreation

LL-CLASS PASS
NOW HALF PRICE

(lasses end May 6th...

EOUTDOOR POOL
IS NOW OPEN!

Monday - Friday: Noon -6 p.m.

All pool hours are weather permitting.

‘StudentAffairs
TCU

THE GROUP EXERCISE

For a list of class schedules visit
the Campus Rec Office.

Saturday:
Sunday:

10a.m. -6 p.m.
1p.m.-6p.m.

LIVE e« LEARN < PLAY

@ www.campusrec.tcu.edu

(. 817.257.PLAY(7529)

CAMPUS RECREATION




