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Students, faculty and 
alumni discuss the natural 
disaster in Japan.

34th annual Jazz Festi-
val features trombonist 
Alex Iles.
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Senior Joe Weik stretches for a throw to try and get a 
Texas State runner out at first. The Frogs rallied in the 
seventh inning to a 3-1 victory.
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By Brooke Crum
Staff Reporter

Renowned Los Angeles jazz 
trombonist Alex Iles will be 
the guest artist at the 34th an-
nual TCU Jazz Festival, which 
debuts tonight, Director of Jazz 
Studies and Professor of Music 
Curt Wilson said.

Iles, who works as a musi-
cian and has performed with 
such names and acts as Joe 
Cocker, Hans Zimmer and 
Prince, said that when he plays 
at festivals like these he often 
makes some new friends while 
bumping into some old ones.  

“It has a real familial feel 
to the whole thing, so it’s re-
ally more of a celebration of the 
music than anything,” he said.

Iles said he enjoys participat-
ing in school festivals because 
he gets to interact with so many 
different kinds of people.  

“Festivals like this with a lot 
of school groups, you get to 
hear people who are in vari-
ous stages of learning about the 
music,” he said. “It’s really excit-
ing to get to hear people start-
ing to play and discover this 
music for themselves.”

Wilson said convincing Iles 
to come to TCU for the first 
time was not difficult. All he 
had to do, he said, was ask.

“We’ve performed with over 
50 international jazz artists,” 
Wilson said.  “They’re just like 
you and I. You pick up the 
phone, and if they’re available, 
and the price is right, they’ll do 
it.”

Iles’ main source of employ-
ment comes from recording 
for television and film, like the 
upcoming “Pirates” movie, he 
said. He considers himself to 

be a studio and freelance mu-
sician, but he would not neces-
sarily characterize himself as 
a jazz musician, since he does 
not devote his life to it, he said.

“For me to think of myself 
as a jazz musician, I think, is an 
insult to real jazz musicians,” he 
said.

For him, an audience teem-
ing with teenagers means that 
they will be more receptive to 
his music.  

“It’s a great audience because 
the kids are really excited about 
the music and learning about 
it, and they’re the ones that are 
going to keep it alive and share 
it with other people,” he said.

Mostly, Iles said he just 
hopes everybody in the audi-
ence will be tapping their toes.

“Musically, we’re going to 
play pretty straight-ahead 
swinging stuff,” Iles said. “It’s 
all very tied into the tradition 
of straight-ahead jazz and big 
band music.”

Iles will perform with the 
TCU Faculty Jazz Combo, Jazz 
Trombone Ensemble and Jim 
Milan’s Matty Matlock Tribute 
Band Friday night.

Nineteen middle and high 
school jazz bands will perform 
Saturday while being evaluated 
by a panel of six professional 
musicians from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Wilson said. Awards will 
be handed out to the top per-
forming school bands at 7:30 
p.m..

Wilson said his big band will 
perform with Iles on Saturday 
night, and Joey Carter’s big 
band will also take the stage. 
He said he started the TCU 
Jazz Festival his second year 
here, and plans to retire this 
semester after 35 years at TCU.  

“It’s going to be really bitter-
sweet for me,” he said.

Wilson is a native of Fort 
Worth and earned his biomed-
ical engineering and master 
of music degrees from TCU, 
completing his composition 
studies at the University of 
North Texas.  

“I’m sad to leave all the stu-
dents,” Wilson said. “I’ve been 
doing this for a lot of years, and 
I’ll miss them the most.”

Joe Eckert, assistant profes-
sor of saxophone, will be tak-
ing over the band next year, he 
said.

The lineup for the weekend:
Friday features 
Los Angeles jazz trombonist 
Alex Iles with TCU Faculty Jazz 
Combo, Jazz Trombone En-
semble and Jim Milan’s “Tribute 
to Matty Matlock” 
7:30 p.m. at PepsiCo Recital Hall 
$10 admission at the door

Saturday features 
28 area high school and middle 
school jazz ensembles 
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. at Ed Landreth 
Auditorium and PepsiCo Recital 
Hall 
Admission is free

Awards concert with TCU Big 
Bands and guest trombone 
artist Alex Iles 
7:30 p.m. at Ed Landreth Audi-
torium
$10 admission at the door

For more information, call 
817-257-7640 or visit music.
tcu.edu

By Cathy Pham
Staff Reporter

With 85 women participat-
ing in Joe’s Run, one of Fort 
Worth’s biggest charity runs 
and benefitting homeless men 
and women with HIV/AIDS, 
Eta Iota Sigma sorority will 
have the second biggest team 
in Saturday’s race. 

HIS Vice President Katie 
McGee said she thought Joe’s 
Run is a good way to do phi-
lanthropy and get involved. 
McGee, a junior strategic 
communication and film-
television-digital media dou-
ble major, said it is the soror-
ity’s third year to be involved 
in the run.

Alison Moreland, a former 
board president of Samaritan 
House, said Joe’s Run started 
as a fundraiser 14 years ago 
with all proceeds benefiting 
Samaritan House, a housing 
and support service for peo-
ple living with HIV/AIDS.

Proceeds raised each year 
average around $80,000, she 
said, and she hopes the pro-
ceeds will be greater this year.

Moreland said the race is 
different this year because 
it has added the 10K run in 

addition to the 5K run/walk, 
and dogs will also be able to 
participate.

McGee said 76 women 
from HIS will participate in 
the 5K and nine women will 
be in the 10K.

“It’s an easy way to give 
back and a great way to get 
a whole bunch of people in-
volved,” McGee said. 

HIS member Bethany La-
Combe, a senior triple major 
in history, anthropology and 
Spanish, said she likes par-
ticipating because she gets to 
spend time with her family.

“My family actually likes 
to do 5Ks, so I was able to 
invite my mom and dad who 
live close by, and my sister, so 
they’re doing it with me,” La-
Combe said. “I also get to par-
ticipate with my HIS sisters, 

so it’s nice.” 
There are people in all dif-

ferent physical shapes, so any-
one can participate, LaCombe 
said. 

“There’s a bunch of different 
people that come together,” 
she said. “Some are in really 
good shape and some aren’t…
You always meet really inter-
esting people.” 

McGee said she will partici-
pate in Joe’s Run for the first 
time this year.

“I will be strolling,” she said. 
“I will be taking my time.”

Moreland said this is the 
fourth year the run has taken 
place in the hospital district 
in Fort Worth, and 15 neigh-
borhood restaurants will be 
bringing food for the after 
party. Wooden parrot tro-
phies will be awarded to win-
ners, she said. 

Run to benefit Samaritan House
FUNDRAISER

Joe’s Run, benefitting the 
Samaritan House
When: Saturday
10K begins at 8:00 a.m.
5K begins at 8:30 a.m. 
Where: Start line is on Hemphill 
Street. 

Joe’s Run is open to the public.
Participants can register on-
line or the day of the race. 
Single Runner Pre-registration: 
$20 
Team Runner (Teams of five or 
more): $15 
Race Day Registration: $25 

Trombonist guest artist for Jazz Fest
FINE ARTS

COURTESY OF ALEX ILES 
Jazz trombonist Alex Iles will be the headlining act at this year’s TCU Jazz Festival which will be today 
and tomorrow.

“My family actually 
likes to do 5Ks, so 
I was able to invite 
my mom and dad 
who live close by, 
and my sister, so 
they’re doing it with 
me. I also get to par-
ticipate with my HIS 
sisters, so it’s nice.”

Bethany LaCombe
Senior triple major in history, 
anthropology and Spanish

COURTESY OF SAMARITANHOUSE.COM  
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By Brett Anderson
Staff Reporter

Junior accounting major 
Cathy Lammers said com-
municating with her family 
in Japan, located 35 miles 
from the Fukushima Dai-
ichi nuclear power plant, 
has been difficult because of 
downed phone lines.

Lammers said her aunt, 
uncle and cousin were forced 
to evacuate their hometown 
of Fukushima because they 
did not have water. She add-
ed that she has been follow-
ing the news, but feels help-
less about the situation.

“I don’t even know what to 
do,” she said. “Yeah, I could 
donate money online, but 
I still see all these people 
that have lost literally every-
thing. It’s just hard seeing 
the pictures and videos of 
peoples’ lives literally being 
washed away.”

According to the Associ-
ated Press, Japan’s police 
agency reported a death 
toll of 9,800 as of Thursday 
morning. Another 17,500 

were missing.
Lammers, who went to 

school in Tokyo until she 
was eight years old, said she 
felt the entire country had 
gained a greater sense of na-
tionalism after the disaster.

“They all share this men-
tality of helping each other 
out and doing things for 
the greater good,” Lammers 
said.

One TCU alumnus living 
in Japan wrote in an email 
that his family and friends 
were all safe, but he has re-
alized the severe impact the 
disaster had on his country.

Keita Aoyama lives in the 
city of Aichi, approximately 
380 miles from where the 
earthquake hit. Aoyama 
wrote in an email that noth-
ing had changed dramati-
cally for him personally, but 
many refugees were suffer-
ing from a lack of food, wa-
ter and electricity.

“I personally realized that 
kind of tragedy can happen 
in real life, not only in a 
film,” Aoyama wrote.

Two weeks after the 

March 11 earthquake and 
tsunami, Aoyama wrote that 
the country was afraid of 
a nuclear power incident. 
Officials in Tokyo warned 
that children under the age 
of one should not drink tap 
water because of the radia-
tion levels in the city’s water 
supply, Aoyama wrote.

Additionally, Aoyama 
wrote that he was wor-
ried about the potential for 
earthquakes in his city. He 
wrote that many scientists 
predicted the next large 
earthquake would hit Aichi.

“All we can do is to learn 
from this tragedy and pre-
pare,” Aoyama wrote.

Yumiko Keitges, instruc-

tor of Japanese, said she 
knew of three former TCU 
students currently living in 
Japan. Keitges said one lives 
near the epicenter in Iwate 
Prefecture, but all three were 
safe.

Keitges said there were 
no TCU students studying 
abroad in Japan currently, 
but the disaster has impact-
ed current students.

Senior graphic design ma-
jor Aki Omikawa, a student 
whose family is originally 
from Chiba Prefecture, Ja-
pan, said her family and 
friends were safe, but also 
mentioned the impact the 
disaster had on the country 
as a whole.

“I think they’re upset and 
surprised,” Omikawa said. 
“They weren’t ready for 
that.”

Omikawa also said the 
magnitude of the earth-
quake was hard to compre-
hend. She said earthquakes 
in Japan are common, but 
she was very surprised when 
she first saw the news about 
this disaster.

Students, alumni share worries over family in Japan
INTERNATIONAL

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
A child touches a bottle of mineral water distributed to a nursery in 
Tokyo Thursday, March 24, 2011, a day after Tokyo officials reported 
that radioactive iodine in the city’s tap water measured more than 
twice the level considered safe for babies. The label reads “Emer-
gency drinking water. Water collected at the foot of Mount Fuji for 
storage.”

“I personally realized 
that kind of tragedy 
can happen in real 
life, not only in a 
film.”

Keita Aoyama
 TCU alumnus
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EDITORIAL BOARD

Finally, Facebook “stalkers” may 
have helped someone out.

Facebook users employ it as 
a distraction, a photo album, a 
networking tool and even some-
times as a joke. Never would I 
have thought that Facebook could 
potentially be a life-saver as well.

According to a March 18 As-
sociated Press article, Nitesh 

Bhakta, a 20-year-old Georgia 
college student, saved his family 
from masked intruders when he 
asked for help via his Facebook 
status.

A common instant reaction 
would mostly likely be, “Why 
didn’t he just use a phone?” — 

which I will admit was mine as 
well. Has our generation really 
gotten to the point where we re-
spond faster to Facebook updates 
than we would to phone calls or 
text messages? In an emergency 
situation, would our first reaction 
be to update Facebook for help?

However, according to the AP 
report, Bhakta did not have access 
to a phone or an escape route at 
the time. Before quickly climb-

ing into his attic to hide from the 
intruders that didn’t see him, he 
impulsively grabbed his laptop. 
And it’s a good thing, too.

After displaying 
“HELLLLLLLLP!” as his Face-
book status and receiving instant 
responses, Bhakta asked his 
friend to call 9-1-1. The police 
responded to the call and arrived 
at Bhakta’s house after his grand-
mother and teenage sister had al-
ready been tied up and the house 
rummaged through, according to 
the report.

In retrospect, that was quick 
thinking. Without a phone 
available, the smartest response 
would be to reach out through the 
increasingly popular social net-

working site. According to Face-
book statistics, there are more 
than 500 million active users with 
more than 200 million accessing 
Facebook via their cell phones. 
According to the statistics, the av-
erage user has 130 friends and all 
users together spend more than 
700 billion minutes per month on 
Facebook. Based on those num-
bers, I’d say the odds of having 
your Facebook status viewed are 
quite in your favor.

Thanks to the quick social 
media response, police were able 
to catch one of at least three of the 
robbers, according to the report. 
More importantly, the police ar-
rived before the intruders caused 
any harm to Bhakta’s family.

It was a different way of re-
sponding to an emergency, but it 
worked. This could become a new 
method for people to request help 
in a scenario that restricts access 
to telephones. It may seem silly at 
first glance, but it definitely beats 
the alternative of what could have 
happened.

I may use it to put off studying 
for a test or writing a paper, but 
maybe someday it could be used 
again for a greater good for some-
one else. And it may make you 
think twice when going through 
your Facebook news feed.

Kerri Feczko is a broadcast journalism 
and political science double major from 

Flower Mound.

On Wednesday, three TCU po-
litical science professors, Mano-
chehr Dorraj, Ralph Carter and 
Michael Dodson, hosted a panel 

about the recent uprisings in the Middle East. 
The professors said they wanted to provide 
a proper context as to why these events were 
occurring so students could be informed on 
an issue that most know little about.

The major point of discussion was about 
just how essential social media websites, like 
Facebook and Twitter, have been in organiz-
ing protests as well as in keeping open lines 
of communication with other resistance 
members.

This movement, which has swept across 
several countries now, has been largely a 
youth-driven movement. Too many times, 
people are told that social media is making 
this new generation poor communicators or 
that we live our lives on these sites instead of 
having actual conversations with live human 
beings. And while that may be the case for 
some students who click that refresh button 
every five minutes to see what their friend 
is cooking for dinner, to use these cases as 
proof that social media is a waste of one’s 
time is irresponsible.

It’s nice to see the professors champion 
this new form of communication using real, 
empirical evidence rather than standing up 
on soapboxes and saying this newest thing is 
bad. And in the age where shouting matches 
and idiocracy reign supreme in the news, the 
stance the professors took is a rare one.

News editor Patrick Burns for the editorial board.

I don’t read The New York Times. 
Given that many students pay for a 
subscription to The Wall Street Journal 
in student fees and that the BBC and 
Reuters offer more up-to-date articles 
on practically everything that is news-
worthy on their websites, there’s just not 
a whole lot of reason for me to ever visit 
The New York Times website. Evidently, 
The Times wants to push me away even 
more.

According to a March 17 article from 
The Associated Press, The New York 
Times website, NYTimes.com, will 
change from free to very restricted for 
the average Internet user on Monday. If 
you already subscribe to the Times, you 
retain full access. If not, you are allowed 
20 free articles per month. After that, 
depending on how you want to access 
the site, you could be charged up to $35 
a month.

The rationale behind this change is 
that it will make the Times more money. 

Hard copies of newspapers are on the 
decline. Online ad revenue does not 
generate the kind of money the Times 
would like to see. So charge for access to 
the website and see the money roll in — 
except that the Times tried this already. 
In 2005, the Times started charging a 
much lower price to access the articles 
from their more famous columnists. The 
project was canceled in two years. Their 
solution now is to be more restrictive?

As some have already pointed out, 
the Times should really have taken a 
lesson from the Recording Industry 
Association of America. The music 
industry saw that sales of hard copies 
of music were down. It tried to be more 
restrictive with how its product got out 
through suing for copyright infringe-
ment and digital rights management. 
However, one would be hard pressed to 
find anyone who believes that what the 
RIAA has done has helped the music 
industry to any significant degree. And 
remember, the RIAA had the law on its 
side as well. The Times just has a profit 
motive.

I recognize The New York Times is a 
venerable newspaper, but that doesn’t 
impact me enough to make me sub-
scribe. What could make me subscribe 
is some sort of unique content that is 
relevant to me. What could make me 
subscribe is a premier and unbiased 

presentation of the news so compelling 
and far beyond its peers that it makes 
other newspapers look bad.

The problem is that news is universal, 
and the Internet has made access to it 
easy. For free. The New York Times has 
no copyright on the news, only control 
over its viewpoint and its columnists. If 
I want to read an article about the news, 
I can simply go to another news source, 
which is what I have been doing even 
without the incentive of avoiding pay-
ment. For any article that is unique to 
The New York Times, workarounds have 
already been developed for accessing 
those articles for free.

What will most likely happen is this: 
the Times will make less money. Casual 
readers like me will stay even further 
away from them. Some who prefer The 
New York Times but don’t subscribe will 
simply pick up and move elsewhere. 
Subscribers will stay, but then the Times 
doesn’t make any additional money 
from them. What the Times should have 
done instead was try to address people 
like me. Find casual news readers and 
somehow convince them to subscribe to 
the paper. But they didn’t. I don’t read 
The New York Times, and now, I’m not 
about to start.

Jason Lam is a junior mathematics major 
from Chicago.

Jason Lam

Distress call shows Facebook could have more uses

‘NY Times’ charging for Web news won’t work

Kerri Feczko

Nate Beeler is an editorial cartoonist for The Washington Examiner. 
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Associated Press

Texas House gives final OK to 
voter ID bill

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — 
The Texas House gave final 
passage Thursday to a bill 
requiring residents to show 
photo identification before 
voting.

The House, as expected, 
voted 101-48 along mostly 
party lines to send the bill 
back to the Senate. The two 
chambers will have to rec-
oncile minor differences and 
settle on a compromise ver-
sion before the legislation can 
go to Gov. Rick Perry and be 
signed into law. Perry gave the 
bill “emergency” status earlier 
this year, putting it on the leg-
islative fast track.

Democrats, who fought 
without success to soften the 
bill in a major floor debate 
Wednesday, say it will make it 
harder for poor and minority 
Texans to vote. Republicans, 
including all members of the 
Hispanic Republican Confer-
ence, say it’s needed to reduce 
voter fraud.

The legislation, as currently 
written, would require voters 
to present valid state or fed-
eral photo identification. A 
driver’s license, personal ID 
card, military ID, passport or 
concealed handgun permit 
would be accepted. Voters 
who don’t have an ID could 
get one for free from the Texas 
Department of Public Safety. 
Voters who could prove they 
had been victims of identify 
fraud would be exempt from 
the new rules.

Voters without ID could 

cast provisional ballots but 
would have to show identifi-
cation within six days to have 
their votes counted.

Republicans have been 
working to pass voter ID leg-
islation for several years, and 
Democrats have been fighting 
it ferociously.

Perry applauded passage of 
the bill in a statement emailed 
to reporters and said he 
looked forward to the legisla-
tion “reaching my desk very 
soon.”

At least eight U.S. states have 
strict photo ID requirements, 
according to a late 2010 study 
by the National Conference 
of State Legislatures. Since 
Republicans gained power in 
last year’s elections, photo ID 
bills have been working their 
way through state legislatures, 
including in Arkansas, Kan-
sas and North Carolina. The 
Texas legislation is modeled 
after similar laws in Georgia 
and Indiana, its Republican 
sponsors said.

Big rig cab left dangling over 
Fort Worth highway

FORT WORTH, Texas 
(AP) — Three people have 
been rescued after a Fort 
Worth accident in which the 
cab of an 18-wheeler tanker 
truck ended up dangling 
over an elevated Interstate 20 
ramp.

Two people in a car that 
was trapped under the emp-
ty water tanker truck were 
rescued about three hours 
after the accident happened 
early Thursday.

A fire department ladder 
truck was used to help reach 

the trucker and ease him from 
the cab. He was treated at the 
scene for minor injuries.

Both people extricated 
from the car also were receiv-
ing medical attention. Further 
details on their conditions 
were not immediately avail-
able.

The cause of the pre-dawn 
wreck is sought.

Texas find suggests earlier 
settlers in N. America

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— The discovery of ancient 
stone tools at an archaeologi-
cal dig in Texas could push 
back the presence of humans 
in North America, perhaps by 
as much as 2,500 years.

Thousands of artifacts dat-
ing to between 13,200 and 
15,500 years ago were un-
covered by researchers led by 
Michael R. Waters of Texas 
A&M University. They report 
the discovery in Friday’s edi-
tion of the journal Science.

The find was located 5 feet 
below materials left by the 
well-known Clovis culture, 
which was once thought to 
have been the first American 
settlers around 13,000 years 
ago.

It was “like finding the 
Holy Grail,” Waters said in  
a telephone interview. To 
find what appears to be a 
large open-air campsite “is 
really gratifying. Lucky and 
gratifying.”

13

Sponsored by:

SUDOKU PUZZLE

Directions
Fill in the grid so 
that every 3x3 box, 
row and column 
contains the digits 1 
through 9 without 
repeating numbers.

See Tuesday’s paper 
for sudoku and 
crossword solutions.

GET TIPS AND MORE SOLUTIONS  
AT WWW.SUDOKU.COM

Thursday’s Solution

Sponsored by:

TODAY’S CROSSWORD
Sponsored by:

PATHEM

Thursday’s Solution
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How to play:
Spell the phrase in the grid above it, 
writing each unique letter only once.
The correct solution will spell the complete 
phrase along a single continuous spelling 
path that moves horizontally, vertically 
and diagonally. Fill the grid from square 
to square - revisiting letters as needed to 
complete the spelling path in order. Each 
letter wil lappear only once in the grid.

Sample
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Associated Press

Instant karma for suspected 
Idaho wallet thief

BOISE, Idaho (AP) — 
Chalk it up to instant kar-
ma.

An Idaho man suspected 
of stealing a wallet from 
the desk of a prospective 
employer has been arrested 
after calling police to report 

that his wallet was missing.
The Idaho Statesman re-

ports Boise police realized 
the man who reported the 
missing wallet matched the 
description of the suspected 
wallet thief and arrested 
25-year-old Daniel Damico 
on suspicion of burglary 
and grand theft.

Police say they believe 
Damico disposed of the sto-
len wallet, but used a credit 

card to buy tobacco at two 
stores. It was when he was 
leaving the second store 
Tuesday that he thought he 
may have dropped his own 
wallet.

Police recovered the cred-
it card and the stolen wallet. 
Officers suspect someone 
else found Damico’s wallet. 
It has not been recovered.

Mont. man gets year for 
fraud; used female voice

BOISE, Idaho (AP) — A 
Montana man who mim-
icked a female voice is ex-

changing his ill-gotten Tem-
pur-Pedic mattress for a cot 
in a federal prison.

The U.S. attorney’s of-
fice in Idaho says 60-year-
old Ricky Vaughn Barry 
of Hamilton, Mont., was 
sentenced Wednesday to a 
year and a day in prison for 
impersonating his ex-wife 
when speaking to company 
representatives.

The calls to open a line 
of credit and order a $4,000 
bed and sheets were record-
ed.

Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Michael Mitchell in Boise 

said the case against the for-
mer Coeur d’Alene resident 
developed after his ex-wife 
pulled her credit report and 
found accounts used to pur-
chase the bed and a laptop.

The federal charges did 
not include the laptop pur-
chase, but both items were 
sold to help pay just over 
$7,700 in restitution.

No free train ride for W. 
Colorado man

GRAND JUNCTION, 
Colo. (AP) — There was no 
such thing as a free ride for 

a western Colorado man 
who hopped a freight train 
to catch a ride to work.

Glenwood Springs police 
say the cost for 40-year-old 
James Salazar was three 
days in jail after his arrest on 
a misdemeanor trespassing 
charge. He pleaded guilty.

The Daily Sentinel re-
ports the Fruita man was 
arrested after he called 911 
from atop an eastbound 
train Saturday night. Police 
say Salazar wanted off the 
train because it was cold 
and the train hadn’t stopped 
at his destination.
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FAA chief suspends dozing 
air traffic controller

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Authorities have suspended 
a control tower supervisor 
working alone overnight 
who couldn’t be roused to 
guide two airliners landing 
at Washington’s Reagan air-
port, the nation’s top avia-

tion official said Thursday.
“As a former airline pi-

lot, I am personally out-
raged that this controller 
did not meet his responsi-
bility to help land these two 
airplanes,” Federal Aviation 
Administration Administra-
tor Randy Babbitt said.

An aviation official who 
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity because an investi-
gation is underway said the 
supervisor — the lone air 
traffic controller on duty at 
the airport around midnight 
Tuesday — fell asleep.

“I am determined to get to 
the bottom of this situation 
for the safety of the traveling 
public,” Babbitt said.

The supervisor, who 
wasn’t named, has been sus-
pended from operational 
duties pending an investiga-
tion, Babbitt said.

On Wednesday, Trans-
portation Secretary Ray 
LaHood LaHood directed 
FAA to launch a nationwide 
study of airport tower staff-
ing. He also directed that 
at least two controllers be 
on duty at night at Reagan, 
which is located just across 
the Potomac River from 
Washington in Northern 
Virginia.

“It is not acceptable to 
have just one controller in 
the tower managing air traf-
fic in this critical air space,” 
LaHood said.

The head of the union that 
represents air traffic con-
trollers praised LaHood’s 
actions, saying changes in 
staffing are needed.

“One-person shifts are 
unsafe. Period,” Paul Rin-
aldi, president of the Na-
tional Air Traffic Control-
lers Association, said in a 
statement Thursday. He said 
the union has long been 
concerned about single con-
troller shifts, citing a 2006 
air crash in Lexington, Ky., 
in which a Comair regional 
airliner attempted a take-
off at night from the wrong 
runway. A single air traffic 
controller was on duty in the 
airport tower at the time.

“The administration in-
herited an unsafe policy of 
staffing to budget instead 
of putting safety first,” Rin-
aldi said. “We fully support 
the administration’s aggres-
sive actions to change this 
policy.”

In this week’s incident, 
the pilots of the two planes 
— American Airlines flight 
1012, a Boeing 737 with 91 
passengers and 6 crew mem-
bers on board, and United 
Airlines flight 628T, an Air-
bus A320 with 63 passen-
gers and five crew members 
— were unable to raise a 
controller at Reagan as they 
approached the airport.

They were, however, in 
contact with controllers at a 
regional FAA facility about 
40 miles away in Warrenton, 
Va. Those controllers tried 
repeatedly to contact the 
tower by phone, but their 
calls went unanswered, said 
National Transportation 
Safety Board spokesman Pe-
ter Knudson.

The board is also review-
ing the incident in order to 
decide whether to open a 
full-fledged investigation, 
he said.

Man accused of leaving 
explosive at US building

DETROIT (AP) — A 
Michigan man with a his-
tory of bizarre rants and 
threats against the FBI was 
charged Thursday with try-
ing to use an explosive to 
damage a federal building in 
downtown Detroit, authori-
ties said.

Gary Mikulich, 42, is ac-
cused of leaving a metal 
cash box containing explo-
sive components outside the 
McNamara Building, which 
houses the FBI, the Internal 
Revenue Service, immigra-
tion court and other agen-
cies. A tool bag holding the 
box was discovered on Feb. 
26 and brought inside the 
building, but it sat for 20 
days before authorities de-
stroyed it last week, the FBI 
said in a court filing.

The exploded materi-
als included pieces of PVC 
pipe, a timer and black elec-
trical tape, agent Mark Da-
vidson wrote.

Mikulich lives in Kings-
ford in Michigan’s Upper 
Peninsula, about 500 miles 
northwest of Detroit. He 
was arrested Thursday and 
is due in federal court Fri-
day in Marquette, also in the 
Upper Peninsula.

MATT ZAVADSKY / ASSOCIATED PRESS 
In this Thursday, March 24, 2011 photo provided by MedStar, emer-
gency crews work at the scene where a truck driver was rescued 
from his 18-wheeler dangling over an Interstate 20 ramp as well as 
two people were trapped in a car after the wreck in Fort Worth.
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As the men’s basketball 
team hung with BYU two 
weeks ago, it was evident: 
TCU could care. The play-
ers could win. Fans would 
watch.

And last week, basking 
in the afterglow of a 64-
58 loss to the then-No. 8 
Cougars, Athletics Direc-
tor Chris Del Conte an-
nounced men’s coach Jim 
Christian will return next 
season for his fourth year 
in purple.

But the fact remains 
that 40 good minutes are 
not enough for one more 
year. The Frogs’ season fi-
nale in the Mountain West 
Conference Championship 
should have been Chris-
tian’s last as TCU coach. 
Had he not received an 
unlikely extension after his 
first season in Fort Worth, 
it’s unclear if he still would 
have been.

Christian is a good 
coach and a great person. 
He came to TCU with a 
sterling record from Kent 
State with a Mid-American 
Conference record .704 
winning percentage where 
he had six 20-win sea-
sonws. He’s unfailingly 
nice and charming in a 
Brooklyn, fast-talking kind 
of way.

And he cares. Of course, 
he’s passionate on the 
sidelines. Christian looks 
devastated after close 
losses and elated when 
his team gets a win. But 
beyond that, he’s quick to 
give praise to his players 
when it is due and doesn’t 
call out individuals when 
he wants results from the 
team.

But all that being said, 
this relationship is in its 
second year of silent din-
ners. You know a divorce 
is imminent, but on the 
surface, everything is fine. 
It would be in the best 
interest of both parties in 
the long term to go their 
separate ways, but there 
are strings attached.

In 2008, Christian was 

signed to a five-year 
contract. His first season, 
the Frogs went 14-17 in a 
season built around Kevin 
Langford’s standout senior 
year. After that season, 
there was reason for hope 
— and four years left on 
his contract. But then-
Athletics Director Danny 
Morrison gave Christian 
another two-year extension 
based on that one year of 
play.

If TCU were to buy out 
the remainder of Chris-
tian’s contract today, they’d 
have to buy out four years 
instead of the two they 
would be left with in his 
original deal. While the 
university doesn’t release 
salary figures, it would 
likely be a rather large 
check, plus a signing bonus 
to pay a new coach.

The athletics depart-
ment can say what it will 
about this team turning 
the corner, but the fact is 
the program is returning 
six players from an 11-win 
team. While all six can 
certainly be contributors, 
none have shown the abil-
ity Langford showed to be 
a game-changing player. As 
currently built, this team is 
bound for another season 
of fewer than 15 wins.

So what if they can get a 
game-changing freshman?

It would be new for 
the Christian era. He has 
swung for the fences, add-
ing guys with tons of po-
tential who have been slow 
to put it together — see 
Garlon Green, who could 
be very good next year 
but had an up and down 
freshman campaign. If the 
program expects a multi-
win swing next year, it will 
have to recruit guys who 
can play immediately and 
play well without character 
issues.

The Frogs need someone 
with the obedience of a 
golden retriever and the 

basketball abilities of Air 
Bud. That has not been 
the case thus far, and this 
team can’t afford any more 
misses before heading to 
the Big East.

Christian had to kick 
two of his own recruits off 
the team this season, one 
of them the team’s leading 
scorer. While his resolve 
is admirable in sacrificing 
potential — and needed 
— wins for the good of the 
program and team atmo-
sphere, he also made the 
choice to add those players 
to the team in the first 
place.

Finally, the right guy was 
available.

Billy Gillispie made his 
name taking UTEP and 
Texas A&M to the postsea-
son in his first year follow-
ing poor seasons. He is an 
excellent recruiter, and has 
done it in Texas. After a 
mildly successful two-year 
stint at Kentucky, he was 
fired. He was hired at Texas 
Tech about the same time 
Del Conte was announcing 
Christian would stay.

Say Gillispie had been 
offered the chance to live in 
Fort Worth instead of Lub-
bock, play in the Big East 
instead of the Big 12, re-
cruit in Dallas/Fort Worth 
instead of West Texas and 
made similar money to do 
so. Does he turn it down?

Firing someone is a ter-
rible thing to have to do, 
especially to a good guy 
and good coach like Jim 
Christian. Calling for any-
one’s job shouldn’t be taken 
lightly, particularly when 
no one outside the athlet-
ics department can see the 
financial realities of it.

However, from a logical 
perspective, it is time to 
part ways.

The program has not 
improved on the court 
the way anyone involved 
wanted and doesn’t figure 
to next season. If both part 
ways in a year, another 
season in neutral won’t 
make Christian any more 
marketable or the team any 
more prepared for the Big 
East.

Josh Davis is a senior broadcast 
journalism major from Dallas.

Check out sports editor Ryne Su-
lier’s take on Christian’s future as 

head coach in Tuesday’s paper.

OPINION

Time was right to cut ties with Christian after 2010-11 season 

Josh Davis

The athletics depart-
ment can say what it 
will about this team 
turning the corner, but 
the fact is the program 
is returning six players 
from an 11-win team.

MAX FAULKNER / MCT
Head coach Jim Christian talks to his team in the first half against New Mexico at Daniel-Meyer Coliseum 
on Saturday, Feb. 26.



By John Andrew Willis
Staff Writer

Head baseball coach Jim 
Schlossnagle said he never 
doubted his teams attitude or 
effort, but a win over the Texas 
State Bobcats Tuesday evening 
may have taken some of the 
steam out of his doubts regard-
ing No. 14 TCU’s situational in-
telligence and execution going 
into TCU’s weekend series. 

The Horned Frogs (13-
7) will face the University of 
Houston Cougars (11-11) in 
a three-game series beginning 
tonight at 6:30 p.m. 

The Cougars travel to Fort 
Worth with a few familiar fac-
es, most notably Todd Whit-
ting, who left TCU as associate 
head coach just months ago to 
become Houston’s head coach. 
Also, Houston assistant coach 
Steven Trout played at TCU in 
2006-07, and assistant coach 
Jack Cressend pitched for 
Schlossnagle at Tulane.

“It’s going to be a little bit of 
an old home week,” Schloss-
nagle said. “It’s not something 
I particularly enjoy because 
I don’t enjoy competing with 
people I’m close to. I know 
how losing feels, and I certainly 
don’t wish that on people I con-
sider close personal friends. We 
hope they have a great time, but 

we hope the Horned Frogs can 
come out with a few wins.”

Tonight, TCU starting pitch-
er Kyle Winkler (4-1, 0.99 ERA) 
is slated to face Houston’s Mo 
Wiley (1-1, 3.77 ERA). Winkler 
recorded his first loss of the sea-
son last Friday when TCU trav-
eled to the University of Ne-
vada, Las Vegas. On Saturday, 
TCU ace Matt Purke (3-1, 0.47 
ERA) will face the Cougars’ 
Jordan Lewis (2-0, 4.67 ERA). 
Both Wiley and Lewis recorded 
wins last weekend when Hous-
ton hosted Kent State.

With the Frogs in the midst 
of a 13-game homestand, the 
crowd could prove to be a fac-
tor this weekend at Lupton 
Stadium. TCU ranks ninth na-
tionally in attendance, averag-
ing 4,399 fans per game, while 
the Cougars play to an aver-
age crowd, home and away, of 
1,983.

TCU’s current three-game 
winning streak began last Sat-
urday night in Las Vegas af-
ter losing to UNLV on Friday 
night. 

On Tuesday night against 
Texas State, the Frogs looked 
like they might not get the win 
as they trailed 1-0 after six in-
nings. TCU eventually beat the 
Bobcats 3-1, with all three runs 
coming in the bottom of the 
seventh inning.

Schlossnagle said on Tues-
day that he didn’t feel the Frogs 
necessarily played poorly in 
the games they’ve lost but that 
things haven’t been going their 
way in the first few weeks of the 
season.

“The game of baseball has 
been kicking our rear ends,” 
Schlossnagle said. “We’ve 
pitched lights-out, we’ve played 
good defense, and normally 
when you do those things, you 

win. Hopefully, throughout the 
course of the season, we’ll catch 
up to where our record should 
be.”

In a broad sense that surely 
applies more broadly than 
baseball, Schlossnagle often 
says that the only two things 
the team can control is its effort 
and attitude. Despite the begin-
ning of the season not going 
quite like the pre-season No. 1 
and No. 2 rankings would indi-

cate, he hasn’t seen an absence 
of these key ingredients to suc-
cess.

“I’ve told the team all along 
that I’ve never doubted our ef-
fort, and I’ve never doubted 
our attitude,” Schlossnagle said. 
“I’ve doubted our intelligence 
on a few plays. I’ve doubted our 
ability to execute sometimes. 
But I haven’t doubted the two 
things that matter the most, at 
least in our program.”

Series notables

Tonight’s game with the Cougars 
will be the 97th time the pro-
grams have met.
Houston holds a 52-42-2 series 
advantage over TCU.
TCU holds a 10-3 series advan-
tage since Schlossnagle took 
over the program.
The Frogs have won four straight 
against the Cougars.
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Equestrian

The No. 8 Horned Frogs will close their 
regular season at home tomorrow 
against No. 4 Oklahoma State.
“Oklahoma State is a strong team and 
this will give us a good chance to get 
ready for April and the National Cham-
pionships,” head equestrian coach Gary 
Reynolds wrote in an email. “We just 
need to be accurate and execute our 
game plan.” 
TCU dropped to No. 8 last week after 
losing to nationally ranked Georgia. 
The loss was a first for the team at 
home since the 2008-09 season. Junior 
rider Courtney Chown kept her perfect 
record for Horsemanship intact as she 
moved to 8-0 for the season.

When: 9 a.m. tomorrow
Where: October Hill Farm — Hudson 
Oaks

Track & Field

The TCU track and field program will 
travel to Arizona to participate in the 
ASU Invitational tomorrow. The team 
raked in the trophies last week at the 
Horned Frog Invitational Friday claim-
ing 11 first-place titles. The men’s 4x100 
relay was dominated by the Frogs, who 
took home two first-place honors.

When: Tomorrow
Where: Tempe, Ariz.

Men’s Tennis

Match 1
TCU at Rice
The Frogs head to Houston to battle 
Rice tomorrow riding a two-match 
losing streak. Although the TCU 
men’s tennis team fell short to No. 31 
Oklahoma in a close match (4-3) last 

week, seniors Emanuel Brighiu and 
Christopher Price beat the opposing 
team in doubles with an 8-2 win. TCU 
is currently No. 61 and is 5-10 for the 
season.

When: 11 a.m. tomorrow
Where: Houston, Texas

Match 2
TCU vs. San Diego State
After a day of rest following Saturday’s 
match against Rice, the Frogs will re-
turn home to take on San Diego State. 
The Aztecs (2-10) are coming off of a 
loss to nationally ranked Purdue during 
the SDSU-USD Invitational last week.

When: 2 p.m. Monday
Where: Fort Worth, Texas

Check DailySkiff.com for weekend 
sports updates and analysis.

PAIGE MCARDLE / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Junior Brance Rivera dives back to first base to avoid being picked off against Texas State on Tuesday night. The Frogs have a three-game 
series against the University of Houston starting today at 6:30 pm.

Schlossnagle leads No. 14 Frogs against ‘familiar’ U of H
BASEBALL

Weekend Preview
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S P R I N G  S P O R T SO P I N I O N
Equestrian, track & field 
and tennis will compete 
this weekend.

Should TCU have parted 
ways with Jim Christian 
after the 2010-11 season?

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Dallas Mavericks’ Rodrigue Beaubois lays up a shot against the Golden State Warriors during the first half of an NBA basketball game 
Wednesday, March 16, 2011, in Oakland, Calif. 

By Myka Williams
Staff Writer

After suffering a fractured 
left foot which kept him in-
active for 38 games, all eyes 
have been on Dallas guard Ro-
drigue Beaubois since his re-
turn to the hardwood Feb. 16.

The 6-foot-2 guard finished 
with a solid 14 points and 
six assists in a 127-109 home 
rout against New York March 
10 and tallied 15 points and 
four assists in a 101-73 rout of 
Golden State Sunday. Beaubois 
has averaged 19.5 minutes per 
game in 16 games this season, 
but head coach Rick Carlisle is 
looking to extend minutes for 
Beaubois.

“He is showing great prog-
ress and is playing to exhaus-
tion,” Carlisle said. “I’m look-
ing to get him in more. To 
maintain the physical level he 
does is substantial. I’m very 
pleased with his progress. I 
want to keep developing him 
and extend his minutes.”

The second-year pro tal-
lied 13 points, six assists and 
three steals in his season debut 
against Sacramento. He also 
had 15 points and two steals 
all in the first half in a home 
loss to Memphis March 6. 

Dallas guard Jason Terry 
said Beaubois is making plays 
each time he is on the hard-
wood.

“He’s been solid,” Terry said. 
“His conditioning has been a 
little behind, but we’re going to 
continue to push him in prac-
tice and push him on our off 
days. He’s quick as ever, you 
know he can make plays and 
he’s scoring great in the min-
utes that he’s given.”

While the Guadeloupe na-
tive has had eight games in 
double-digit scoring range 

going into last night’s game 
against the Minnesota Tim-
berwolves, there seems to be 
a statistical discrepancy in 
Beaubois’ effectiveness against 
quality playoff competition. 
“Roddy-B” managed only two 
points on 1-7 shooting in a 
March 12 96-91 loss to the Los 
Angeles Lakers. Against the 
Western Conference leading 
San Antonio Spurs, Beaubois 
managed just eight points on 
4-11 shooting in a 97-91 loss 
to the Spurs March 18.

Beaubois, however, has 
started 15 of the 16 games he 
has played before last night, 
averaging 10.3 points per game 
as he tries to get in to midsea-
son playing shape just as the 
playoffs loom on the horizon. 
Mavs’ owner Mark Cuban said 
he sees Beaubois as a poten-
tial individual scoring threat 
on any given night. Beaubois 
exploded for a career-high 40 
points and drained a career-
high nine 3-pointers nearly a 
year ago today against Golden 
State. 

Beaubois exhibits great 
footwork, Cuban said.

“He’s playing great and does 
a great job off the dribble,” Cu-
ban said.

Selected in 2009 as the 25th 
overall draft pick by the Okla-
homa City Thunder, Dallas 
quickly acquired Beaubois in 
a trade. The French guard was 
discovered at an open basket-
ball camp in Guadeloupe by 
NBA player Mickael Pietrus.

Dallas is currently No. 3 in 
the Western Conference, 1.5 
games behind the Lakers for 
the two seed before last night’s 
game and 7.5 games behind 
the Spurs.

Mavs center Tyson Chan-
dler, who made his return this 
week after recovering from 
a sprained right ankle, said 
Beaubois has been exciting.

“He’s been great for us,” 
Chandler said. “He is the en-
ergy and youth that we need. 
He definitely brings more ex-
citement to the team. I feel the 
longer and better condition he 
is in, the greater he is going to 
be for us.”

Sports editor Ryne Sulier contrib-
uted to this article.

NBA

‘Roddy-B’ learning 
on the fly for Mavs

“His conditioning has 
been a little behind, 
but we’re going to con-
tinue to push him in 
practice and push him 
on our off days.”

Jason Terry
Dallas Guard


