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GOODBYE NURSE
The Harris School of Nursing dean is leaving. We look at 
why and how the search for a replacement is going.

NEWS | Coming tomorrow SPORTS | 6

The Lady Frogs look to sweep 
conference rival Colorado State today 
at Daniel-Meyer Coliseum.

RAM-ING SPEED

Group hosts event 
to support victims
Students: Bazaar to promote  
Indian cultural awareness
By BRE’ANNA EMMITT
Staff Reporter

Hurricanes, mudslides and earthquakes dev-
astate cities and dig at the hearts of people 
everywhere. While many people merely think 
about the loss, some reach out, lend a hand 
and stretch beyond cultural borders.

Students for Asian Indian Cultural Awareness 
will raise money today at the second annual 
India Bazaar for victims of the October earth-
quake in Pakistan.

The earthquake, which measured 7.6 on the 
Richter scale, left more than 73,000 people 
dead and many more injured, according to 
CNN’s Web site. The aftermath left thousands 
homeless this winter, which will likely increase 

Volunteers to educate campus about suffering children
Campaigners aim 
to raise awareness, 
funds for Ugandans
By OLGA BOGRAD
Copy Desk Chief

A motor home will park on 
campus today, and those who 
have been living in it for the 
last three weeks have only one 
message for students: Children 
are being forced to kill and 

nobody is paying attention.
“A rebel army abducts chil-

dren and forces them to fi ght,” 
said John Rowett, one of four 
people touring the campus. 
“It’s an emergency in Uganda 
and no one knows about it.”

Rowett is part of a campaign 
called Invisible Children, a 
program that aims to help 
Ugandans by raising not only 
money, but awareness about 
the country’s problems.

The campaign began with 
a movie about Ugandan chil-
dren that sleep on the streets 
to avoid abduction and do not 
get the chance to have a prop-
er childhood, Rowett said. It 
has evolved into a nonprofi t 
organization, and Feb. 1, vol-
unteers in seven recreation-
al vehicles began a journey 
across the United States to 
show the movie and speak 
at universities, churches and 

schools, he said.
Rowett was studying at Uni-

versity of San Diego when he 
fi rst heard about Invisible Chil-
dren. He said he dropped out 
of school and volunteered to 
join the touring team. He and 
three more people have been 
driving around Texas for three 
weeks in a 1974 RV with a mal-
functioning bathroom and 
shower, but he said he thinks 

College counselor uses 
own life lessons to aid 
others on career path 

High court sets up abortion vote
Justices reconsider ruling
By GINA HOLLAND 
Associated Press

The Supreme Court said Tuesday it 
would consider reinstating a federal 
ban on what opponents call partial-
birth abortion, pulling the contentious 
issue back to the high court on conser-
vative Justice Samuel Alito’s fi rst day.

Alito could well be the tie-breaking 
vote when the court decides if doctors 
can be jailed for performing the abor-
tion procedure.

It is the fi rst time the court has con-
sidered a federal restriction on abor-
tion, and conservatives said they expect 
the membership change to affect the 
outcome.

“This is the frontline abortion case 
in the country,” said Jay Sekulow, chief 
counsel for the conservative American 
Center for Law and Justice, who rep-

resents members of Congress in the 
case.

Justices split 5-4 in 2000 in striking 
down a state law barring the same pro-
cedure because it lacked an exception 
to protect the health of the mother. 
Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, who was 
the tie-breaking vote, retired late last 
month and was replaced by Alito.

Abortion was a major focus in the 
fi ght over Alito’s nomination and that of 
new Chief Justice John Roberts. Neither 
divulged how he would vote.

Even with O’Connor’s retirement, 
there are fi ve votes to uphold Roe v. 
Wade, the 1973 landmark ruling that 
established a woman’s right to an abor-
tion.

Abortion rights groups were worried, 
however, that the new court could make 
it easier for legislators to limit women’s 
access to abortions.

By KATIE MCMILLEN
Staff Reporter

His cramped offi ce in Uni-
versity Career Services doesn’t 
have a window.

Papers, cards, an umbrella, 
a mug and compact discs lie 
scattered over his dark wood 
desk, and his computer screen 
is propped on several books 
to bring it up to eye level for 
his 6-foot-4-inch stature.

His offi ce may be cramped 
and cluttered, but Chuck 
Dunning , associate director 
of University Career Services , 
said he has his ideal job, and 
it took him lots of searching 
to fi nd it.

He is a career counselor 
who had trouble fi nding a 
career, and even though it 
took many jobs to count to 
fi gure out what he does, Dun-
ning said he is ready to use 
his experiences and stories 
to help TCU students.

Growing up with a love of 
the outdoors, Dunning said, he 
originally wanted to major in 
wildlife and fi shery sciences.

But as it came time to fi g-
ure out what to do with his 
life, Dunning’s search for a 
career wasn’t as easy as going 
to a college counselor to fi g-
ure things out.

“I didn’t get any career coun-
seling, and I dropped out after 
my first year in college 

because I didn’t want to do 
what I thought I wanted to do,” 
Dunning said. “I didn’t have any 
idea what I was going to do if I 
wasn’t going to do that.”

Dunning said he went to 
trade school to be a gunsmith, 
worked in a sporting goods 
store, worked in a pet store, 
went to electrical school and 
eventually received career 
counseling after a back injury 
ended his career as an elec-
trician.

“I was really beginning to 
think of myself as a loser at that 
time,” Dunning said. “All these 
things that I thought should 
work out were beginning to 
crumble and fall apart.”

Dunning said he went to 
the Texas Rehabilitation Com-
mission to fi nd a new job, and 
that he underwent a lot of 
career counseling.

Dunning said he has 
always been fascinated with 
the world of ideas and he has 
always wondered why people 
do the things they do.

“I was the youngest of three 
children,” Dunning said. “Both 
of my sisters were signifi cantly 
older than me, and so I had a 
lot of opportunities to observe 
these intense relationships 
between them and between 
them and my parents.” 

He said he thinks observing 
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Michael Birkner  of Gettysburg College, the history 
department Green Honors Chair, speaks about President 
Eisenhower’s misrepresentation to the public and media 
Tuesday evening at the Kelly Alumni Center.           
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Professor discusses
Eisenhower, media
By JOHN-LAURENT TRONCHE
Staff Reporter

An “irresponsible press 
corps” along with President 
Eisenhower’s  reluctance to 
deal with reporters has led 
to a misrepresentation of his 
presidency, a visiting history 
professor said Tuesday evening 
at the Kelly Alumni Center.

Michael Birkner , a history 
professor at Gettysburg College , 
is the latest Green Honors Chair 
to visit TCU. The Green Honors 
Chair  allows TCU departments 
to invite guest speakers annu-
ally for a three-day visit.

Birkner said Eisenhower’s 

background as a general con-
tributed to his idea that the 
press is a “necessary nuisance.” 
Birkner also said  Eisenhower 
had a quick temper and toler-
ated the press only as much as 
he had to.

Eisenhower’s distance from 
reporters resulted in a biased 
press corps, eager to denounce 
the president as ineffective and 
uninformed about domestic 
issues, Birkner said.

Birkner said that if John F. 
Kennedy and Franklin D. Roos-
evelt are regarded as the “gold 
standard” of press-friendly 

See BIRKNER, page 2
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Career Services associate director Chuck Dunning (right) works with assistant director Jenny Cureton to 
play matchmaker between students and prospective employers.

COURTESY OF Invisible Children

Invisible Children, an awareness campaign for Ugandan kids, will show a documen-
tary at 8 p.m. tonight in the Student Center Ballroom.

TIMOTHY M. SMITH / U.S. Navy

The India Bazaar will benefi t Pakistani earthquake victims like 
this boy who waits to receive medical attention after being 
airlifted to a military hospital.

— ASSOCIATED PRESS



presidents, Eisenhower is the 
extreme opposite. He said Eisen-
hower and James Hagerty, his 
press secretary, were masterful 
at managing the press.

Birkner said even though 
the press wrote the first draft 
of Eisenhower’s history unfair-
ly, time has vindicated him.

History professor Clayton 
Brown  agreed Eisenhower is 
quickly becoming an icon.

Gary Ohls, studying for his 
doctorate while teaching several 
history survey classes and one of 

about 30 guests, said Birkner’s 
lecture has inspired him to 
explore the subject further.

During a post-lecture ques-
tion and answer session, Birkner 
listened as Jim Wright, former 
U.S. congressman from Texas 
who was speaker of the House 
from 1987 to 1989, explained 
that much like politicians, there 
are good and bad reporters.

History chairman Ken Stevens 
said he has known Birkner since 
1980 when they worked together 
at Dartmouth College, and was 
excited to welcome his friend on 
his first visit to the Metroplex.

After a successful military 
career in World War II, Eisen-

hower was elected president 
in 1952 and served two con-
secutive terms in office from 
1953 until 1961.

Birkner is the author of 
several books including “The 
Eisenhower Era” and “James 
Buchanan and the Political Cri-
sis of the 1850s.”

the death toll further, the Web 
site said.

SAICA hopes to educate 
others about their cultures, 
as well, said Nishant Maller, 
SAICA president.

“We try to educate the TCU 
population just a bit about 
the Indian subcontinent each 
time we do an event,” said the 
junior biology major. “Chang-
ing a person’s view of a culture 
is difficult to do in one sitting, 
so we hold events each semes-
ter to work through that.” 

Maller said the bazaar will 
feature handmade Indian 
items donated by students’ 
families living in India, which 
will sell for under $10. 

Tunti Pereira, a freshman 
interior design major and 
SAICA member, said she looks 
forward to raising money for 
worthy causes.

Maller said he agrees and 
hopes the bazaar will also 

shed light on cultures beyond 
the U.S. border.

Claudia Vaz, a junior finance 
major and SAICA member 
said stretching past borders 
is exactly what SAICA hopes 
to accomplish.

“We want students to be a 
part of the Asian-Indian cul-
ture and see our style of doing 
things, how much pride we 
take in our heritage and cul-
ture, and what we represent 
at TCU,” Vaz said.

Vaz said she believes TCU 
students are slowly beginning 
to appreciate Indian-Asian 
cultures.

“I have seen how the mem-
bership of SAICA has grown 
and how more and more non-
Asian students have become 
familiar with what we do and 
have learned about our cul-
ture” Vaz said. “I think we are 
creating a change slowly.”

People at TCU come from 
many races and cultures, but 
SAICA has one vision, Vaz 
said.

“What’s best is when you see 

all students, from all over the 
place, dance to one tune in the 
same manner,” Vaz said. “It just 
goes to show how we all can 
blend in one culture but still 
stand out to represent our own 
by adding our style. That’s what 
we hope to achieve.”

Vaz said the bazaar will 
precede Experience India, 
SAICA’s biggest event of the 
year, which will be Saturday.

Experience India will fea-
ture Indian food, live music, 
a fashion show and various 
Indian dances, Vaz said. The 
event will be from 6 to 9 p.m. 
Saturday in the Student Center 
Ballroom. Proceeds from Expe-
rience India will be donated to 
the two charities as well.
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EXTRA INFO
• What: The India Bazaar

• Where: Student Center Lounge

• When: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. today

• Handmade bags, earrings, bangles, 
key chains and other accessories will 
be sold.

A Feb. 7 story about Par-
kinson’s disease research in 
the psychology department 
should have mentioned grad-
uate student Stefanie Byler 
as the project’s first author 
and lead researcher. 

EXTRA INFO
• Screening of “Invisible Children” 
at 8 p.m. today in the Student Center 
Ballroom.it is all God’s will.

“We firmly believe we’re 
going to change the world and 
this war,” he said. “Two million 
people are stuck in a 19-year 
war that could be ended in a 
week if we helped.” 

The guerilla movement is led 
by Joseph Kony and the Lord’s 
Resistance Army, said Alusine 
Jalloh, an assistant professor of 
African studies at the University 
of Texas at Arlington.

“They go to villages, kid-
nap young kids and conscript 
them into a guerilla group,” 
he said.

Then, he said, they loot and 
burn down the villages.

LRA has been fighting the 
Ugandan government for 
decades. The conflict is root-
ed in religious beliefs of Kony, 
who claims to be in commu-
nication with the Holy Spirit, 
according to the Human Rights 
Watch Web site. Kony wants to 
overthrow the Ugandan gov-
ernment and create a state 
governed by the biblical Ten 
Commandments.

He has been kidnapping 
children to fuel his army 
with solders, as well as using 
girls for “wives” of rebel com-
manders, according to Human 
Rights Watch.

Jalloh said it definitely helps 
to create awareness of the con-
flict and already Uganda has 
one of the largest presences of 
American volunteers in Africa.

However, he said, the end of 
the war can only come when the 
Ugandan government and the 
rebel forces agree on peace.

“It has to come from within 
Uganda,” he said.

Eseri Lwanga, a sophomore 
from Uganda, said she believes 
only Kony’s death can end the 
conflict.

“I don’t think he’s sane 
because of what he does to 
people ... physically and men-
tally,” she said.

She said she is not sure the 
movie can help end the war, 
but said awareness is always a 
step in the right direction.

“The more awareness peo-
ple have, the more they can 
help,” she said.

The volunteer team plans to 
spend today on campus vis-
iting classes and speaking to 

students. The showing of the 
“Invisible Children” movie is 
at 8 p.m. in the Student Center 
Ballroom. The team plans to 
introduce the movie and sell 
merchandise. Half of the profit 
the team makes from sales of 
DVDs and T-shirts goes direct-
ly to Uganda, and the other 
half is spent on educating 
Americans about the Ugandan 
problem, Rowett said.

He also said the team initial-
ly had bracelets but they sold 
out in the first three weeks of 
the tour. He said 100 percent 
of the bracelet revenue goes to 
educating Ugandan children. 
Ugandans make the brace-
lets themselves and then they 
are sold in the United States. 
Every two bracelets can keep 
one Ugandan child in school 
for a month, Rowett said. More 
information on how to pur-
chase bracelets or the Invis-
ible Children campaign can be 
found on the Web site www.
invisiblechildren.com.

CHILDREN
From page 1
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From page 1

DUNNING
From page 1

his family when he was young 
is where his fascination with the 
mind and its ideas began, which 
eventually led him to pursue a 
career in psychology.

He said he had a great time 
when he went back to college 
and made a 4.0 GPA in his 
first semester.

Dunning has a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology and a 
master’s degree in education 
from the University of North 
Texas. He is also a licensed 
professional counselor.

Dunning said he decided 
to work with college students 
because that part of his life 
had been hard for him and he 

had some experiences he could 
share with college students.

“Because I’m the kind of 
person who is interested in 
ideas and people and why 
people think and do what they 
do, I was paying attention to 
what was going on inside of 
me through all of the strug-
gles on my own path of self-
discovery,” Dunning said.

“Having paid close atten-
tion to all of that, I am then 
able to really relate more to 
people who are struggling.”

The common theme Dun-
ning found in his search for 
a job that would make him 
happy, he said, was a need for 
intellectual stimulation.

“Ultimately what I discovered 
that is meaningful to me is that 
the mind is the most real thing 
there is,” Dunning said.

Having always been intrigued 
with the study of ideas, study-
ing psychology was a way to 
stimulate his mind and study 
it at the same time.

“Human beings are not 

computer programs; they’re 
not something that we can 
ever completely figure out and 
map out,” Dunning said.

His study of the mind and 
its workings has led Dunning 
to study many subjects, one 
being phenomenology — the 
idea that reality consists of 
objects and events as they are 
consciously perceived, not 
of anything independent of 
human consciousness.

“We don’t know any of this 
stuff out here without the 
mind,” Dunning said as he 
knocked on his desk and shuf-
fled the papers lying around 
him to illustrate one of the the-
ories of phenomenology.

He said he has also found 
poetry to be an outlet that is 
intellectually stimulating and 
has had some of his poetry 
published.

BIRKNER
From page 1
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Roosevelt are regarded as 
the “gold standard” of press-
friendly presidents, Eisenhow-
er is the extreme opposite. He 
said Eisenhower and James 
Hagerty, his press secretary, 
were masterful at managing 
the press.

Birkner said even though 
the contemporary press wrote 
the first draft of Eisenhower’s 
history unfairly, time has vin-
dicated him.

Clayton Brown, a professor 

of history, said he agreed that 
Eisenhower is quickly becom-
ing an icon.

Gary Ohls, studying for his 
doctorate while teaching sev-
eral history survey classes and 
one of about 30 guests, said 
Birkner’s lecture has inspired 
him to explore the subject fur-
ther.

During a post-lecture ques-
tion and answer session, 
Birkner listened as Jim Wright, 
former U.S. congressman from 
Texas who was speaker of 
the House from 1987 to 1989, 
explained that much like poli-
ticians, there are good and bad 

reporters.
Ken Stevens, chairman of 

the history department, said he 
has known Birkner since 1980 
when they worked together at 
Dartmouth College and was 
excited to welcome his friend 
on his first visit to Dallas/Fort 

the death toll further, the Web 
site said.

SAICA hopes to educate 
others about their cultures, 
as well, said Nishant Maller, 
SAICA president.

“We try to educate the TCU 
population just a bit about 
the Indian subcontinent each 
time we do an event,” said the 
junior biology major. “Chang-
ing a person’s view of a culture 
is difficult to do in one sitting, 
so we hold events each semes-
ter to work through that.” 

Maller said the bazaar will 
feature handmade Indian 
items donated by students’ 
families living in India, which 
will sell for under $10. 

Tunti Pereira, a freshman 
interior design major and 
SAICA member, said she looks 
forward to raising money for 
worthy causes.

Maller said he agrees and 
hopes the bazaar will also 

shed light on cultures beyond 
the U.S. border.

Claudia Vaz, a junior finance 
major and SAICA member 
said stretching past borders 
is exactly what SAICA hopes 
to accomplish.

“We want students to be a 
part of the Asian-Indian cul-
ture and see our style of doing 
things, how much pride we 
take in our heritage and cul-
ture, and what we represent 
at TCU,” Vaz said.

Vaz said she believes TCU 
students are slowly beginning 
to appreciate Indian-Asian 
cultures.

“I have seen how the mem-
bership of SAICA has grown 
and how more and more non-
Asian students have become 
familiar with what we do and 
have learned about our cul-
ture” Vaz said. “I think we are 
creating a change slowly.”

People at TCU come from 
many races and cultures, but 
SAICA has one vision, Vaz 
said.

“What’s best is when you see 

all students, from all over the 
place, dance to one tune in the 
same manner,” Vaz said. “It just 
goes to show how we all can 
blend in one culture but still 
stand out to represent our own 
by adding our style. That’s what 
we hope to achieve.”

Vaz said the bazaar will 
precede Experience India, 
SAICA’s biggest event of the 
year, which will be Saturday.

Experience India will fea-
ture Indian food, live music, 
a fashion show and various 
Indian dances, Vaz said. The 
event will be from 6 to 9 p.m. 
Saturday in the Student Center 
Ballroom. Proceeds from Expe-
rience India will be donated to 
the two charities as well.
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EXTRA INFO
• What: The India Bazaar

• Where: Student Center Lounge

• When: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. today

• Handmade bags, earrings, bangles, 
key chains and other accessories will 
be sold.

A Feb. 7 story about Par-
kinson’s disease research in 
the psychology department 
should have mentioned grad-
uate student Stefanie Byler 
as the project’s first author 
and lead researcher. 

EXTRA INFO
• Screening of “Invisible Children” 
at 8 p.m. today in the Student Center 
Ballroom.it is all God’s will.

“We firmly believe we’re 
going to change the world and 
this war,” he said. “Two million 
people are stuck in a 19-year 
war that could be ended in a 
week if we helped.” 

The guerilla movement is 
led by Joseph Kony and the 
Lord’s Resistance Army, said 
Alusine Jalloh, an assistant 
professor of African studies 
at the University of Texas at 
Arlington.

“They go to villages, kid-
nap young kids and conscript 
them into a guerilla group,” 
he said.

Then, he said, they loot and 
burn down the villages.

LRA has been fighting the 
Ugandan government for 
decades. The conflict is root-
ed in religious beliefs of Kony, 
who claims to be in commu-
nication with the Holy Spirit, 
according to the Human Rights 
Watch Web site. Kony wants to 
overthrow the Ugandan gov-
ernment and create a state 
governed by the biblical Ten 
Commandments.

He has been kidnapping 
children to fuel his army 
with solders, as well as using 
girls for “wives” of rebel com-
manders, according to Human 
Rights Watch.

Jalloh said it definitely helps 
to create awareness of the con-
flict and already Uganda has 
one of the largest presences 
of American volunteers in 
Africa.

However, he said, the end of 
the war can only come when 
the Ugandan government 
and the rebel forces agree on 
peace.

“It has to come from within 
Uganda,” he said.

Eseri Lwanga, a sophomore 
from Uganda, said she believes 
only Kony’s death can end the 
conflict.

“I don’t think he’s sane 
because of what he does to 
people ... physically and men-
tally,” she said.

She said she is not sure the 
movie can help end the war, 
but said awareness is always a 
step in the right direction.

“The more awareness peo-
ple have, the more they can 
help,” she said.

The volunteer team plans to 
spend today on campus vis-

iting classes and speaking to 
students. The showing of the 
“Invisible Children” movie is 
at 8 p.m. in the Student Center 
Ballroom. The team plans to 
introduce the movie and sell 
merchandise. Half of the profit 
the team makes from sales of 
DVDs and T-shirts goes direct-
ly to Uganda, and the other 
half is spent on educating 
Americans about the Ugandan 
problem, Rowett said.

He also said the team initial-
ly had bracelets but they sold 
out in the first three weeks of 
the tour. He said 100 percent 
of the bracelet revenue goes to 
educating Ugandan children. 
Ugandans make the brace-
lets themselves and then they 
are sold in the United States. 
Every two bracelets can keep 
one Ugandan child in school 
for a month, Rowett said. More 
information on how to pur-
chase bracelets or the Invis-
ible Children campaign can be 
found on the Web site www.
invisiblechildren.com.
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his family when he was young 
is where his fascination with the 
mind and its ideas began, which 
eventually led him to pursue a 
career in psychology.

He said he had a great time 
when he went back to college 
and made a 4.0 GPA in his 
first semester.

Dunning has a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology and a 
master’s degree in education 
from the University of North 
Texas. He is also a licensed 
professional counselor.

Dunning said he decided 
to work with college students 
because that part of his life 
had been hard for him and he 

had some experiences he could 
share with college students.

“Because I’m the kind of 
person who is interested in 
ideas and people and why 
people think and do what they 
do, I was paying attention to 
what was going on inside of 
me through all of the strug-
gles on my own path of self-
discovery,” Dunning said.

“Having paid close atten-
tion to all of that, I am then 
able to really relate more to 
people who are struggling.”

The common theme Dun-
ning found in his search for 
a job that would make him 
happy, he said, was a need for 
intellectual stimulation.

“Ultimately what I discovered 
that is meaningful to me is that 
the mind is the most real thing 
there is,” Dunning said.

Having always been intrigued 
with the study of ideas, study-
ing psychology was a way to 
stimulate his mind and study 
it at the same time.

“Human beings are not 

computer programs; they’re 
not something that we can 
ever completely figure out and 
map out,” Dunning said.

His study of the mind and 
its workings has led Dunning 
to study many subjects, one 
being phenomenology — the 
idea that reality consists of 
objects and events as they are 
consciously perceived, not 
of anything independent of 
human consciousness.

“We don’t know any of this 
stuff out here without the 
mind,” Dunning said as he 
knocked on his desk and shuf-
fled the papers lying around 
him to illustrate one of the the-
ories of phenomenology.

He said he has also found 
poetry to be an outlet that is 
intellectually stimulating and 
has had some of his poetry 
published.

BIRKNER
From page 1
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Read part two of this story at: 
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At TCU, students are flung 
into the whirlwind of Greek 
“rush” before they know what 
hit them. 

The noun 
rush, as defined 
by  means “the 
act of moving 
hurriedly and in 
a careless man-
ner.”

Curiously, 
“rush” is also 
a term used by 

many to describe sorority and 
fraternity recruitment. Coinci-
dence?

Recruitment for Greek orga-
nizations begins even before 
classes do, taking precedence 
over academics and denying 
students the opportunity to 
experience TCU from outside 
the Greek lens.

“It is an individual decision 
for each student to determine 
if it’s best to wait a semester 
or year to join any organiza-
tion they might be interested 
in joining, not just fraterni-
ties and sororities,” said Susan 
Adams, dean of Campus Life.

It may be true that students 
have the option to decide for 
themselves to wait a semester 
before participating in recruit-
ment. But on a campus that 
is 40 percent Greek and was 
ranked in the top 10 by the 
Princeton Review for its Greek 
scene, there is overwhelming 
pressure for students to join 

immediately. And some feel 
disadvantaged if they choose 
to wait a semester before mak-
ing the decision to take part in 
recruitment.

“I think (Greek organiza-
tions) are a lot more selective 
about spring rush because 
there is such a fewer number 
of people rushing,” freshman 
Adam Benz said.

Benz, a kinesiology and 
psychology major, did not go 
Greek his first semester and 
says he does not regret his 
decision to wait.

“Freshmen commit to frater-
nities before getting to know 
the people involved in them. 
They join first and get to know 
people later,” he said. “When 
you rush right when school 
starts, you only know what 
each fraternity tells you about 
itself. You don’t know the peo-
ple at all.”

The massive emphasis on 
Greek life at TCU not only 
takes hold of students from 
the very beginning of their 
college careers; it also divides 
the student body.

“I think Greek life is too big 
of a deal here. Immediately 
going Greek kind of closes you 
off from the entire social out-
let at TCU, besides your fra-
ternity,” Benz said. “Granted, 
rushing allows you to eventu-
ally become close to the people 
in your organization, but you’d 
meet a bigger variety of people 

if TCU weren’t so Greek.”
TCU should require stu-

dents to wait a semester before 
allowing students to become 
involved in the all-consuming, 
time and money investment 
that is Greek life. 

By opening the doors for 
students to go Greek before 
even testing the waters of 
campus life, TCU is doing 
its students a disservice. 
Students are compelled to 
become affiliated with a fra-
ternity or sorority before 
even getting a taste of TCU. 
Requiring freshmen to wait 
would put all students on a 
level playing field with those 
who prefer to get settled 
academically and socially 
before decided to take part in 
recruitment.

But some say, if this rule is 
implemented it should apply to 
all student groups.

“Of course, the students 
who are fraternity members, 
also think it would be unfair 
if all student organizations are 
not held to the same rule of 
inviting new students to join 
their groups,” Adams said.

On the other hand, other stu-
dent organizations do not cost 
$50 to join — excuse me, to 
attempt to join — and even more 
money, we’re talking hundreds 
of dollars, for membership dues.

Southern Methodist Univer-
sity and Baylor University stu-
dents are required to complete 

a minimum of 12 hours at a 
college or university before 
joining a Greek organization.  
Baylor does not accept transfer 
hours as a substitute.

The system of requiring 
first year students to wait until 
their second semester before 
taking part in recruitment is 
called “deferred recruitment.” 
This system, which both Bay-
lor and SMU operate under, 
still allows upperclassmen the 
choice of rushing in either the 
fall or spring.

TCU should adopt a poli-
cy of deferred recruitment to 
allow its freshmen to appreci-
ate and become comfortable 
with other aspects of student 
life before thrusting them-
selves into the Greek system. 
Greek life at TCU is overbear-
ing, and it puts pressure on 
students from the moment 
they step on campus. Students 
should be allowed more time 
to decide for themselves if 
they are ready to rush onto the 
Greek scene.

“The symbolic message of 
having rush take place before 
classes begin is enormous,” 
said religion professor and Fac-
ulty Senate chair Andrew Fort.  
“No single intervention on this 
campus would make as big of 
a difference as moving rush 
later.”

Jordan Cohen is a freshman English 

major from Lewisville, N.C. Her 

column appears every Wednesday.
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The Supreme Court plans to reconsider whether late-term abortions are 
constitutional. The federal law was passed in 2003 but was never enforced 
because New York, Nebraska, and California judges ruled against it.  
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Facebook stalls; 
life not bettered 

I hadn’t written a single word of my seven-
page paper on the night I finally gave in to Face-
book. Even worse, I had exhausted every last 
one of my normal procrastination resources.

I had already picked up my room, paced 
around my house, watched a 
couple episodes of “Sex & the 
City” on DVD, baked a cake and 
scrubbed the bathroom sink 
with an old toothbrush. I whined 
until my roommates told me to 
go away. I sat on my bed and 
thought defamatory things about 
my professor.

I’d known about the Face-
book, that amazing vortex of social network-
ing and time-suckage, for about a year. One 
by one, my friends fell into its grasp. They 
went on and on about how much fun it was 
to reconnect with old friends and meet new 
ones.

I’m a firm believer that some friends aren’t 
meant to hang around for a lifetime. I keep in 
touch with about a dozen people from high 
school, and I love them dearly. They’re the type 
of friends to whom I wouldn’t hesitate to give a 
kidney.

There are also a lot of people I grew up with 
who can eat rocks and die, as far as I’m con-
cerned. I didn’t need a Web site to help me fig-
ure that out. Besides, the whole “friending” 
system smacked of middle school note passing 
and smarmy homecoming candidates needling 
for votes.

Nevertheless, in that moment of avoidance 
and desperation, I stepped off my soapbox and 
logged on. I started by adding my TCU friends, 
then added my closest friends from high school. 
Then things got out of control.

I added everyone — that kid from my fresh-
man English class who I thought was awesome, 
even though he thought Incubus was better 
than Weezer; the junior high crush who never 
said more than 10 words to me; even a couple 
of TCU professors.

This was new. This was exciting. The kids 
who didn’t want me on their third-grade kick-
ball team now wanted to be my friends, and 
I was down with that. People I hadn’t spoken 
to in years started sending me messages about 
how they missed me and how great I looked 
without the baby fat.

While my friends list expanded and my ego 
swelled, I started to compare my choices with 
my former classmates’. I haven’t gotten engaged, 
arrested or knocked up, which seem to be the 
top three activities for my high school class-
mates. I don’t even drink too much.

I started using little breaks in my day to 
catch up with the Web site. I had breakfast 
with Facebook in front of the computer. Face-
book made me late to staff meeting the other 
day, although I probably shouldn’t admit that 
to my editors.

The time commitment made me start to won-
der whether my new addiction was really worth 
it. Were my 145 online friends really improving 
my life? I still went to class, put off my home-
work, went to Taco Bueno too much and hung 
out with my roommates. I hadn’t met anyone 
new or learned anything substantial about old 
friends.

And so I’ve come to the conclusion that my 
life may not be better and it may not be worse, 
but I’m definitely superior at wasting time.

Design editor Lacey Krause is a senior periodical 

design major from Emporia, Kan.
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Greek system should recruit in spring

Don’t judge professors by student-critics
Web sites such as www.Rate-

MyProfessors.com grant stu-
dents the freedom to unleash 
their impressions of professors 
and teacher assistants into the 

wild world of the 
Internet. But just 
how valid are 

student evaluations?
In 2003, Valen Johnson, cur-

rently a biostatistics professor 
at the University of Texas M.D. 
Anderson Cancer Center, pub-
lished a book entitled “Grade 
Inflation: A Crisis in College 
Education.” Using statistical 
studies, he argued that grade 
inflation plagues American 
higher education and that stu-
dent evaluations are counter-
productive.

“The student course evalu-
ations or student evaluations 
don’t accomplish what they 
set out to do,” Johnson said. 
“They’re inaccurate measures 
of how much students have 
learned.”

In his studies, Johnson 
found that students award rave 
reviews to professors and TAs 

who give them good grades. 
When students don’t get the 
grades they desire, they blame 
their instructors and write 
negative reviews. This process, 
Mr. Johnson argues, punish-
es faculty members who give 
grades that accurately measure 
students’ performances.

Students, in general, are 
seduced by lectures that are 
entertaining but devoid of 
content. Johnson described 
the “Fox effect” in his book, 
referring to an experiment in 
which various groups of peo-
ple — including psychiatrists, 
psychologists, social work-
ers, mental-health educators, 
administrators and educators 
— watched a witty lecture 
titled “Mathematical Game 
Theory as Applied to Physical 
Education” presented by the 
prestigious Dr. Myron L. Fox, 
“an authority on the applica-
tion of mathematics to human 
behavior.” All gave the presen-
tation excellent reviews and 
agreed that Dr. Fox had stimu-
lated their interest in the topic.

In reality, however, Johnson 
explains, “Dr. Myron Fox did 
not hold an advanced degree 
in any subject and was not an 
expert in mathematics, game 
theory or behavioral sciences 
... Dr. Fox was a professional 
actor who had been hired to 
present a content-free lecture 
filled with double-talk, neolo-
gisms, non sequiturs and con-
tradictory statements.”

Ouch. Ignorance is bliss.
“There’s this assumption 

that students know what they 
should be learning in a course,” 
Mr. Johnson observed, noting 
that students don’t often know 
just what they got out of a 
course until years later.

There is no question that if 
a faculty member is really out 
of line, unhelpful or incompe-
tent, students should be able 
to speak up. But are anony-
mous evaluations the way to 
go? Anonymous forums tend 
to generate volumes of irrel-
evant spew or gushing.

“Individual reports of stu-
dents to department chairs 

and deans is the best way to 
do it,” Johnson said, adding 
that it’s usually fairly obvi-
ous when a faculty member 
is incompetent. “If you have 
a serious complaint about a 
faculty member, it shouldn’t 
be anonymous. The faculty 
member should be able to 
respond.”

Some instructors value 
student evaluations highly. 
Monica Seger, a University 
of Wisconsin Italian TA, said 
most of the TAs she knows 
take evaluations very seriously 
— possibly more so than ten-
ured professors. 

“It’s a tricky issue,” she 
said. “I think it’s true that it’s 
important to be liked by stu-
dents as a young teacher. On 
the one hand, it is sort of 
counterproductive. ... (But) 
feedback is really important, 
especially if you’re new and 
inexperienced.”

Cynthia Martens is a columnist 

for the Badger Herald at the 

University of Wisconsin. This column 

was distributed by U-Wire.

Save lives, become an organ donor
The Associated Press reported a sto-

ry Monday of a 16-year-old girl who 
died because she didn’t receive a liver 

transplant. It wasn’t the health care system’s 
fault; the girl could not get a donor in time.

The 16-year-old girl is not alone. As of 
5:30 p.m., 91,048 people were waiting for 
organs, according to www.optn.org, the 
Organ Procurement and Transplantation Net-
work’s Web site. According to the same Web 
site, from January 2005 to November 2005, 
there were 13,333 donors, and in that time 
period, there were 25,952 transplants. The 
need for transplants is about five times that 
of actual donors — and for no good reason.

Although it’s unfortunate that someone 
has to die in order for another life to be 
saved, deaths still occur — it’s inevitable. If 
someone dies under uncontrollable circum-
stances, at least that person’s loved ones 
have a chance to prevent another’s death.

Some say doctors might not try as hard 
to save a donor’s life. Have more faith in 
the medical system. Doctors call transplant 
surgeons after the person dies, not before, 

according to the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services’ Web site.

Another opposition to donating organs 
is that it will disfigure the body. News flash 
— the body decomposes after death. Even 
if disfiguration still deters some, removing 
organs is like any other surgery; doctors take 
out the organs and sew the incisions, accord-
ing to Health and Human Services.

Others believe only influential people 
receive the organs. According to the govern-
ment, recipients are ranked based on urgency, 
waiting time, geographical location, blood 
type, and tissue type and size.

The saddest tragedy is when a person 
wishes to be a donor but does not make 
his or her family aware. Family ultimately 
decide whether organs will be given after 
death. Signing a donor card or a donor’s 
sign on a driver’s license is not enough. 

Consult your family and become an 
organ donor. You just may save multiple 
lives.

—Associate editor Adrienne Lang for the editorial board
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COMING TOMORROW
New York favorites Hem’s latest release, “No Word From Tom,”  as well as slasher 
flick “Final Destination 3” fall under our critical eye in Thursday’s Arts section.

Priest helps campus find faith

But at age 14, Charlie Calabrese 
made a choice that would govern 
the rest of his life. He decided to 
become a Catholic priest. 

At the end of his eighth-grade 
year, said Calabrese, the TCU Cath-
olic Community campus minister, he 
entered the seminary on a 12-year 
path toward ordination, an idea he 
first posed to his grandmother three 
years earlier. “She said, ‘No, no, no, 
you’re going to be rich and famous 
— you’re going to become a doctor,’” 
Calabrese said. “That was what she 
thought rich and famous was.” 

A Lifelong Calling
Calabrese, who has been at TCU 

since October of 1984, admits now 
that he had no idea what it really 
meant to become a priest in fifth 
grade, and said that after his grand-
mother’s initial discouragement, he 
didn’t mention entering the priest-
hood again until eighth grade. 

But the idea never left him. 
“My dad didn’t want me to go (to 

seminary),” Calabrese said. “He said, 
‘Have a normal high school experi-
ence. If you still want to go after 
high school, that’s fine, but I think 
you’re too immature, too young to 
make this kind of a decision.’” 

Calabrese said looking back, his 
father was right: A 14-year-old could 
not possibly make that kind of deci-
sion. He said he constantly had to 
renegotiate his decision and some-
times doubted that God wanted him 
to become a priest.

“There were times I would wake 
up one morning and I would think, 
‘yeah, I need to be a priest,’” Cala-
brese said. “I’d wake up the next 
morning and say, ‘I don’t think 
so.’”

Calabrese said he never heard a 
voice from God telling him to be a 
priest or got any clear indication that 
was what he should do with his life, 
but in the end, after a lot of prayer, 
he got the subtle feeling that being 
a priest was right for him. 

“I since continue to believe that 
God supports our decisions in life 
and works,” he said. “I think God is 

so much of a realist that God takes 
a serious thing, works with us in 
the present to work out the future, 
but doesn’t have the future already 
mapped out. We have to try to fig-
ure it out.” 

Zan Morningstar, a student coor-
dinator for Catholic Community, said 
TCU is lucky Calabrese chose the 
priesthood.  

“Father Charlie has given so much 
time for TCU, but he’s always willing 
to give more time,” Morningstar said. 
“You can come to Father Charlie with 
any problems you have and he’ll do 
whatever he can for you.”

Morningstar, a senior marketing 
and management major, said Cala-
brese shows a passion for his work 
and his light-hearted, caring and 
understanding nature can benefit 
everyone at TCU, not just those of 
the Catholic faith. 

“I really think that somebody who 
wasn’t even spiritual could — if they 
were having problems — they could 
come in and talk to Father Charlie,” 
Morningstar said. “He would real-
ly take the time to listen to them 
and really be there for them and 
try to understand what they’re going 
through.” 

Following the Call
Calabrese said he entered campus 

ministry in 1976 at Ohio University, 
but that the choice wasn’t his. In 
those days, Calabrese said, a priest 
would go to his mailbox and find a 
letter from the bishop informing him 
that he would have a new assign-
ment in two weeks. 

“I didn’t know what to expect,” 
said Calabrese, who had been 
ordained four years earlier. “I found 
that I liked it very much and enjoyed 
working with students, but I had no 
idea what it was going to be like.” 

Calabrese said he hit it off with 
the students and faculty at Ohio right 
away and found they were eager to 
include him in their lives. He had 
been at Ohio for eight years, he said, 
when he took a trip to Fort Worth to 
visit some friends and found there 
was a vacancy at TCU. 

The idea of being an official part 
of the campus at a private univer-
sity intrigued Calabrese, he said, 
and soon after, his bishop in Ohio 
loaned his services to the bishop of 
Fort Worth.

“All of that was going to be new to 
me,” he said. “I found it attractive to 
be working with campus ministries 
of other denominations.”

Sister Donna Ferguson, a nun with 
the Catholic Diocese of Fort Worth, 
said she met Calabrese on his visit 
to Fort Worth more than 20 years 
ago when she was doing work with 
campus ministries at TCU. 

“The impression was that he was 
extremely honest,” Ferguson said. 

“He’s very intense and very sensi-
tive.” 

Sister Ferguson, who Calabrese 
called his spiritual director and said 
knows him better than anyone else, 
said Calabrese is “a deeply faithful, 
true priest” who knows how to lis-
ten and is compassionate. 

“He is very present to individuals. 
I think his focus probably is very 
attractive to individuals who are hav-
ing a difficult time,” she said. “He 
practices what he preaches.” 

Calabrese said he constantly prays 
for the ability to respond to people’s 
needs in the best way possible and 
to be open to everyone who comes 
into his life. 

“What I pray for is that God will let 
me be God’s tender love in people’s 
lives. That’s a bottom-line prayer that 
I pray on a daily basis,” he said. 
“Everyone doesn’t necessarily want 
to belong to our community or to 
be in a relationship with me, but I 
do believe there’s room for every-
body and I think I am a welcoming 
presence.” 

Jessica Searcy, a junior communi-
cation studies major and member of 
Catholic Community, said Calabrese 
is easy to talk to and makes students 
feel like they are a welcome part of 
the community. 

“He’s there to listen and help, and 
he’s not there to judge,” Searcy said. 

“He doesn’t preach to you and tell 
you what you’re doing is wrong. He’ll 
give you advice.” 

One of the best parts of being at 
TCU is getting to see the spiritual 
growth a student experiences over 
his or her time at TCU, Calabrese 
said. He said he’s always gratified 
by the way students instantly accept 
him as part of their lives. 

“I guess that’s one of the fringes 
of being a priest or minister — that 
people take us into their lives,” he 
said. “That most sacred part of their 
life, they share with us — their most 
intimate.”

New Faces
Though Calabrese said he is happy 

to see students grow over their TCU 
careers, he said it’s never easy hav-
ing people he’s formed connections 
with leave his life so often. 

“I cry,” he said. “I’ve gotten very 
close to some students. I feel sad 
when they leave. I’m glad that they’re 
leaving and moving on with their 
lives, and I know they’re excited. 
Some of them are sad to leave, 
also.” 

But Calabrese said there is always 
a fresh crop of students who come 
along, not to replace people from his 
past, but with whom to form new 
relationships. 

“That is something that amazes me 
over and over and over and over,” 
Calabrese said, “is how wonderful 
the students have been all through 
the years — their enthusiasm, their 
leadership, their dedication, their 
love of the church, their desire to 
be involved.” 

Morningstar, who is active in Army 
ROTC, said Calabrese understands 
the college student and appreciates 
and accommodates busy students 
like him. 

“He understands that I’m very 
devoted to my faith and willing to 
help, but he also understands that 
that’s not the only thing I do,” Morn-
ingstar said. “He’s always under-
stood that I want to do what I can 
for Catholic Community but that I’ve 
got other stuff going on.” 

Sister Ferguson said Calbrese’s 
ability to understand the hectic 
schedule of students and keep them 
involved with God is a quality that 
has served him well in campus min-
istry. 

“I think he truly has gotten stu-
dents more involved in their faith, 
which is really a hard task when you 
have so many things to get involved 
in at TCU,” she said. “The fact that 
(students) take an interest in faith 
is very important when you have so 

many other possibilities.” 

Serving the Campus
In addition to working with stu-

dents, Calabrese said he also gets 
the chance to work with faculty and 
staff and their families. He said one 
of his most rewarding moments in 
campus ministry came recently when 
he went to lunch with the spouse of 
a staff member who he had been 
meeting with for several weeks. 

Calabrese said he did not want 
the spouse’s gender identified for 
reasons of confidentiality, but said 
he was moved by the words that 
person said to him on a damp and 
cloudy Thursday afternoon. 

“You are the sunshine of my day,” 
Calabrese recalled the person say-
ing. “You just — you just brighten 
up my day. I’ve never met a priest 
that I have found to be so joyful and 
so loving as you.”

Calabrese said he was initially sur-
prised that the person hadn’t found 
joy in the lives of other priests, but 
that he was deeply touched by the 
words and felt grateful to be a part 
of that person’s life. 

Even though Calabrese has helped 
so many through rough patches in 
their faith lives, he said he, too, expe-
riences doubts. 

“It’s human to doubt, to wonder, 
to have fear crop up,” he said. “To 
wonder, in those dry periods of our 
prayer life where we don’t feel the 
presence of God, is God really pres-
ent? Have I done something to harm 
my relationship with God?”

He said he has relied on the insight 
and wisdom of Sister Ferguson to set 
him straight in his spiritually try-
ing times and every spiritual adviser 
needs guidance in order to guide 
others. 

“Anyone who’s providing spiritual 
direction for others, if they’re not 
in spiritual direction themselves, 
that’s, I think, a dangerous thing,” 
Calabrese said. “Oh yeah, gosh, do 
I need it.”

Despite his doubts, Calabrese said 
he has formed an intimate relation-
ship with God and is happy where 
he is now: experiencing the joy stu-
dents bring into his life as he helps 
them appropriate the Catholic faith 
in a mature way. 

“I used to think there was some 
place to go — a certain degree of 
holiness I had to have or there were 
stages in the spiritual journey I had 
to fulfill,” Calabrese said. “I just 
reached the conclusion there’s no 
place to go. In a sense, there’s noth-
ing to do except do what I’m doing 
— to be present in the moment.” 

STORY BY MIKE DWYER  I  PHOTOS BY LANA HUNT

M
ost 14-year-olds aren’t exactly wrestling with 
life’s more important decisions. 
Their big decisions usually involve whom 
they should sit by at lunch, whom to ask to a 

school dance or how to stretch that curfew by just a few 
minutes. 

“There were times I would 
wake up one morning 
and I would think, ‘Yeah, 
I need to be a priest,’” 
Calabrese said. “I’d wake 
up the next morning and 
say, ‘I don’t think so.’”



Sponsored by:

TODAY’S CROSSWORD
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“Millions long for immortality who don’t know 
what to do with themselves on a rainy Sunday 
afternoon..”

FAMOUS QUOTE

— Susan Ertz

1923: The 1,000,000th Chevrolet was produced
1980: The United States Olympic hockey team beats 
the Russians 4-3 

TODAY IN HISTORY

Sponsored by:

SUDOKU PUZZLE

Directions
Fill in the grid so 
that every 3x3 box, 
row and column 
contains the digits 
1 through 9 without 
repeating numbers.

Tuesday’s Solutions

GET TIPS AND MORE SOLUTIONS  
AT WWW.SUDOKU.COM

See Thursday’s 
paper for answers 

to today’s 
Sudoku puzzle.

See Thursday’s paper for answers to today’s crossword.

Three Dimensions  by Nicholas Sambaluk

Tuesday’s Solutions
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1888: John Reid of Scotland demostrates golf to Americans in Yonkers, NY.
1958: Australian swimmer Jon Knorads sets six world records in two days.

TODAY IN SPORTS

TCU STUDENT ATHLETES NAMED TO THE FALL 
2005 MOUNTAIN WEST CONFERENCE ALL-
ACADEMIC TEAM:

Women’s Soccer

Katy Buchanan

Casey Glass

Bara Gunnarsdottir

Breanne Kaldheim

Moran Lavi

Anne Monaghan

Angie Nickens

Lesley Parkinson

Kim Thompson

Men’s Cross Country

Philip Bolin

Joshua Cook

Brett McKnight

J.T. Reinert

Ben Rogahn

Women’s Cross Country

Halie Bullin

McKale Davis

Cassie Hostick

Katrina Zielinski

Football 

Chad Andrus

Brent Hecht

Jared Kesler

Chris Manfredini

Ryan Pearson

Andrew Ward

Volleyball

Calli Corley

Agi Nemeth

Anna Vaughn

INFORMATION PROVIDED BY 
GOFROGS.COM.

Team seeks a solid MWC season 

By MICHELLE NICOUD
Staff Writer

The TCU swimming and 
diving team looks to put a 
stamp on a solid first season 
in the Mountain West Con-
ference when the it travels to 
Oklahoma City today for the 
conference championships.

The MWC has shown more 
depth and dedication regard-
ing its swimming programs 
than TCU’s previous confer-
ence, Conference USA, forc-
ing the Horned Frogs to be in 
top form at every meet. The 
new conference also provides 
a chance for the men’s team 
to compete in a champion-
ship meet, an opportunity it 
was denied in C-USA as the 
end-of-season meet was con-
sidered an invitational, head 
coach Richard Sybesma said. 

“There’s more teams and 
more commitment to swim-
ming, (which means) better 
athletes,” Sybesma said. “Also, 
we’ve got a commitment from 
the conference to sponsor a 
championship meet for both 
men and women.”

Junior swimmer Keleigh 
Wentworth said she thinks the 

challenge of stronger compe-
tition motivated the team to 
work especially hard during 
its practices at the beginning 
of the school year.

“Back in August and Septem-
ber, before our season really 
started, we were working 
really hard and doing a lot of 
stuff that other teams probably 
hadn’t been thinking about,” 
Wentworth said. “We carried 
that through our training.”

The team has been taper-
ing for about three weeks in 
order to execute its best per-
formances at the champion-
ship meet, which lists through 
Saturday. Tapering involves 
splitting into groups based 
on stroke type and swim dis-
tance, Sybesma said.

“We want to peak to the 
point where everybody’s ready 
to blast off,” Sybesma said.

Wentworth said tapered prac-
tices maintain the same inten-
sity as a normal practice, but 
focus on the swimmers speed 
and feeling for the water and 
include longer rest breaks.  

Senior swimmer Aran Bean 
said the men’s squad is look-
ing forward to doing well at 

the conference meet where 
depth does not play as large 
of a role in success.

“When we go to dual meets, 
if you’ve got a bit more depth 
than people, are a bit stronger 
in each event, obviously you 
would score better,” Bean said. 
“At the conference meet, it still 
helps to have depth, but it’s 
not quite as important because 
(the meet) is more spread out 
over a lot more events.”

Diving has also been a signif-
icant contributor to the Frogs’ 
victories this season. Senior 
men’s diver Kelly McCain and 
senior women’s diver Kelly 
Seely are currently in the top 
three in their respective events. 
Freshman RJ Hesselberg is also 
expected to help the men’s 
squad, Sybesma said.  

Sybesma said the H2O Frogs 
are a very well-rounded team 
that capitalizes on its strengths 
in both individual events and 
relays. That advantage is what 
will help the Frogs contest for 
the championship.

“It’s just a matter of every-
body swimming up to their 
ability,” Sybesma said. “We have 
a chance to really challenge.” 

STEPHEN SPILLMAN / Staff Photographer

The swimming and diving team heads to Oklahoma City today to compete in the Mountain West Conference Championships. The 
H2O Frogs ended the season with a winning record and the women’s squad finished tied for second in conference rankings.

Players earn top grades
By RYAN WILCOX
Staff Reporter

The women’s soccer team 
had a school-high with nine 
student-athletes named to 
the Fall 2005 Mountain West 
Conference All-Academic 
Team. TCU had 27 student-
athletes total.

The All-Academic Team, 
announced on Feb. 15, 2005, 
requires that student-ath-
letes complete at least one 
academic term to be eligi-
ble, hold a cumulative grade 
point average of 3.0 or above 
and be a significant contrib-
utor on their team, accord-
ing to gofrogs.com.

Head soccer coach Dan 
Abdalla said the team has 
structured policies regard-
ing academics.

“All of our freshman are 
required eight hours of 
study hall and then to meet 
once a week with our aca-
demic adviser Chris Uchacz 
to go through everything 
in terms of study habits 
and how their classes are 
going,” Abdalla said. 

Uchacz, director of ath-
letic academic services, said 
the team has a cumulative 
GPA of 3.30. 

Abdalla said the team is 
required to keep a GPA of 

3.0 or above. If an individ-
ual fails to keep a 3.0, the 
eight hours of study hall 
continues to be a require-
ment beyond a player’s 
freshman year. 

Abdalla said students were 
involved in the creation of 
the policy requiring students 
to attend study hall. 

Junior Breanne Kaldheim, 
named to the All-Academ-
ic  Team 
for the fall 
2005, said 
the policy 
is designed 
to make 
academics 
a priority.

“Coach-
es make 
sure that 
we go to 
study hall 
hours and 
e n c o u r -
age us to 
do t ime 
m a n a g e -
ment well 
b e t we e n 
b a l a n c -
ing soc-
cer, school 
and social 
life,” Kald-
heim said. 

“They encourage soccer and 
school to be first.”

Junior Angie Nickens, 
also named to the All-Aca-
demic Team, said the skills 
learned on the field can be 
used in the classroom.

“Soccer players are 
smart,” Nickens said. “We 
have so much dedication on 
the field, we can apply it to 
the classroom too.”

STEPHEN SPILLMAN / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER    

Sophomore guard Adrianne Ross fends off Wyoming’s forward Michelle Taylor in their Feb. 8 game at the Daniel-Meyer Coliseum.

By TRAVIS STEWART
Sports Editor

It may not be March yet, 
but the Lady Frogs are already 
being wary of the Madness 
that college basketball has 
defined it with.

Although TCU faces an 8-
15 team in Colorado State 
tonight, junior forward Ash-
ley Davis said the Frogs are 
guarding against coming 
out flat.

“We’ve been talking about 
how their record doesn’t tell 
you how good they are,” 
Davis said. “We have a feel-
ing they’ll upset someone 
... we have to make sure it’s 
not us.”

The Lady Frogs (14-9, 8-4) 
will be looking for the season 
sweep of the Rams follow-
ing their Jan. 21 victory in 
Fort Collins, Colo. TCU had 
four scorers in double dig-
its in the 73-63 victory and 
fully exploited CSU’s power 
players with a rebound mar-
gin of 48-35, more than half 
of which came on the offen-
sive end. 

Head coach Jeff Mittie said 
the team played well in the 
earlier win but is still striv-

ing for improvements.
“We had a very good game 

against them up in Fort Col-
lins,” Mittie said, “so we 
know what they’re capa-
ble of. When they play well 
they have some talent ... Our 
mindset going into this is just 
that we need to play better 
basketball. We need to con-
tinue to improve. ”

One of those talents is 6-
foot-2-inch forward Melissa 
Dennett, who recorded a 
double-double in January’s 
match up. Dennett is current-
ly leading the team in both 
points (14.9) and rebounds 
(8.5) average but has also 
been turnover prone and 
averages just less than 3.5 a 
game. While not an especially 
high number, the Lady Frogs 
used the Rams’ ball insecu-
rity against them earlier in 
the year, forcing 21 turnovers 
that led to 25 points.

The Rams average more 
than 4 turnovers a game 
more than their opponents. 
Sophomore guards Adrianne 
Ross and Moneka Knight 
each had 3 steals in the Jan-
uary contest.

Depending on that point 

production is unreliable at 
best, however, and Mittie 
said the Frogs are working 
on improving their half-
court offense.

“I still think, offensively, 
we aren’t getting the type 
of ball movement we were 
when we were really good,” 
Mittie said. “We tried to work 
on that in practice in the past 
couple of days.”

The Frogs might have to 
remedy the situation with-
out junior guard Natasha 
Lacy at full health. Lacy 
missed Monday’s practice 
with pinkeye symptoms but 
was cleared to play Tues-
day. Mittie said despite her 
recent illness, Lacy will like-
ly play tonight.

Mittie said the room for 
errors becomes increas-
ingly smaller as the season 
winds down.

“We’ve done some things 
in the last couple of prac-
tices that have been bet-
ter,” Mittie said. “There are 
some areas we’re still trying 
to shore up because coming 
into the stretch, we have to 
eliminate some of our prob-
lem areas.” 

Coach says struggling Rams 
still a threat to Lady Frogs

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

ATHLETICS ADMINISTRATION

SWIMMING AND DIVING




