
By JAMES BROWN
Staff Reporter

TCU scored a D in a 2007 
evaluation of its sustainabil-
ity practices — its ability 
to meet the needs of the 
present without impairing 
future generations.

Sustainability in relation 
to endowment investment 
was the focus of the College 
Sustainability Report Card, 

which assigned letter grades 
to 100 colleges and universi-
ties throughout the United 
States and Canada possess-
ing higher education’s larg-
est endowments. 

Schools featured in the 
report were graded in sev-
en individual categories: 
administration, food and 
recycling, green building, 
climate change and energy, 

shareholder engagement, 
investment priorities and 
endowment transparency.

“It’s certainly not where I 
want to be,” Chancellor Vic-
tor Boschini  said. “So yeah, 
it gets my attention.” 

Beyond get t ing TCU’S 
attention, Mark Orlowski , 
executive director of the 
Susta inable Endowment 
Institute , said he wants the 

120-page report to initiate 
progress in schools’ sustain-
ability policies.

“What the report aims 
to do is to provide a sin-
gle source of information 
where you can quickly ref-
erence what other institu-
tions are doing (in the area 
of sustainability),” Orlowski  
said. “We’re hoping that this 
report will lead to honest 

and frank discussion about 
the role of sustainability on 
campus.”

ADMINISTRATIVE RESPONSE
Don Mil ls, v ice chan-

cellor for student affairs, 
said, “How we respond to 
the environment, we mean-
ing institution, is going to 

PECULIAR FACT
JUNEAU, Alaska  — About 10,000 Juneau residents 
briefl y lost power Sunday afer a bald eagle lugging a 
deer head crashed into transmission lines.
                         — ASSOCIATED PRESS

TODAY’S HEADLINESWEATHER
TODAY: PM Showers, 44/38
THURSDAY: AM Rain, 50/34
FRIDAY: Partly Cloudy, 56/27
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Dorm halls 
to compete 
by recycling

By MICHELLE EUPERIO
Staff Reporter

Adrienne Perner’s  life will 
be remembered because of 
her passion to help people, 
her love for ballet and the fi rst 
endowed scholarship made in 
her name in the ballet and 
modern dance department. 

The Adrienne Miller Per-
ner Memorial Scholarship  was 
established by her husband, 
alumnus Jim Perner,  in memo-
ry of Adrienne, who died at 67  
in a car accident last year. 

“Honoring Adrienne with 

this scholarship at the uni-
versity I graduated from is 
a proud and loving moment 
in my life,” said Perner, who 
graduated in 1960 with a mar-
keting degree. 

Ellen Shelton, chairwom-
an of the dance department, 
said the $5,000 annual schol-
arship , which begins next 
year, is only for female bal-
let majors.

Male candidates may be 
considered if female candi-
dates do not meet the eligi-
bility criteria, Shelton said.  

The scholarship is most-
ly talent-based, though the 
recipient must also show 
exceptional interest in help-
ing others through commu-
nity and volunteer activities, 
Perner said.  

The recipient must be from 
a military family, Perner said, 
because Adrienne had family 
members who attended the 
U.S. Military Academy.  

“She was a free spirit, a but-
terfl y that loved dance,” said 
John Perner,  Jim and Adri-
enne Perner’s son. “I want 

whoever receives this schol-
arship to have a military con-
nection and passion for dance 
so her spirit of dance and bal-
let will continue.” 

Adrienne Perner  attended 
the Washington School of Bal-
let in Washington, D.C., and 
performed in New York, Pitts-
burgh and Europe.  

“She was absolutely won-
derful when she danced,” 
Jim Perner said. “She was 
gorgeous and incredibly 
good.”  

IN MEMORY OF...
New scholarship for ballet majors created by alumnus in wife’s name

By SAEROM YOO
Staff Reporter

A student environmental 
organization is coordinating a 
recycling competition between 
residence halls to promote 
participation in a nationwide 
recycling race, the group’s vice 
president said. 

AV, an on-campus environ-
mental organization, is coor-
dinating TCU’s participation in 
RecycleMania in conjunction 
with Residential Services.   

RecycleMania, a 10-week 
recycling competition, began 
Sunday and will end April 7, 
AV Vice President Kimberly 
Banzhaf said.

TCU is one of 201 colleg-
es and universities around 
the country competing in the 
race .

Other participating area 
schools include Baylor Univer-
sity, Southern Methodist Uni-
versity and the University of 
Texas at Austin, according to 
the RecycleMania Web site.  

All students need to do, AV 
member Sarah Warner said, is 
to “please recycle.” 

To enhance participation, AV 
is conducting a recycling com-
petition among the residence 
halls, said Banzhaf, a junior 
environmental science major. 

Housekeepers at residence 
halls will keep a count of how 
many recycling bags they take 
out, and AV will report TCU’s 
progress by the pound each 
week to RecycleMania, Ban-
zhaf said.  

Although Residential Servic-
es has been providing recycle 
bins and information on recy-
cling for all residence halls, the 
effort has been falling on the 
wayside, said John Hernandez, 
manager of residential house-
keeping.  

“I’m glad someone is taking 
initiative,” Hernandez said. 

Caity Christensen, a sopho-
more secondary education major, 
said she thinks RecycleMania is a 
good idea. Her residence hall has 
nicknamed its trash room “save-
the-earth” room, she said.

AV President Bethanne 
Edwards, a senior environmen-
tal science major, said recycling 
is a gateway to other environ-
mental issues because it is a 
program that has been around 
long enough to have numbers 
that show how individuals can 
make a difference.  

“A lot of people don’t 
think recycling is a big deal,” 
Edwards said. “But it is.” 

AV’s goal in entering Recy-
cleMania is beyond winning, 
members said. 

Banzhaf said AV has not set 
a target besides keeping Recy-
cleMania an annual program 
for TCU.  

COURTESY OF PERNER FAMILY

Jim Perner, alumnus, (shown in bottom right)  created  the Adrienne Miller Perner Memorial Scholarship in the memory of his wife, Adrienne. 
Adrienne died in a car accident last year at the age of 67. The $5,000 scholarship will be awarded annually, beginning next year, to a ballet major.  

ACHIEVE program 
to teach non-majors 
basic business sense

By KAILEY DELINGER
Staff Reporter

For it s d i rec tors, the 
ACHIEVE Summer Busi-
ness Institute at TCU  can be 
boiled down to one concept: 
business exposure.

ACHIEVE, a summer pro-
gram run by the Tandy Center 
for Executive Leadership  , is a 
crash course in business for 
non-majors and, as ACHIEVE 
Program Director Deb Bak-
er  said, a vital knowledge 
base for anyone entering the 
workforce.

“Business skills are essen-
tial for any major,” Baker 
 said. “This is a really good 
way to give students the 
skills they need before or 
after graduation.” 

The program, which will 
run May 14 to June 8,  is 
geared toward non-busi-
ness majors completing their 
junior or senior years, or 
recent college graduates . 

Weekday classes include 
guest speakers, field trips 
to area businesses or lec-
tures on any of ACHIEVE’s 
three focus areas: leader-
ship, essential business 
concepts and career devel-
opment skills .

As for why non-business 
students should participate, 
the directors cited numerous 
reasons.

For one, Baker  said, as 
competition to get in to the 
business school sti f fens, 
many students are being 
forced to declare other 
majors. 

For those who retain their 
interest in business but “just 
can’t hack it in accounting,” 
she said, “this at least gets 
them some exposure. It also 
helps a lot of our partici-
pants determine whether or 
not they want to go to gradu-
ate school for their MBA .”

Beyond those reasons, 
ACHIEVE Academic Direc-
tor Laura Meade  said, lies 
one that is more industry-
driven. 

“Employers wi l l get a 
bright mathematics or eco-
nomics major and say ‘oh if 
they just understood some 
fundamentals of business’ ... 
and now they can,” Meade 
 said.

But the program’s direc-
tors are not the only ones 
who will attest to the practi-
cality of a certification from 
the program. 

Erica Flukinger , a 2006 
TCU graduate and ACHIEVE 
alumna , re-affirmed the pro-
gram’s value in spite of her 
pre-enrollment skepticism.

Flukinger said she wasn’t 

See BUSINESS, page 2See RECYCLE, page 2 See AID, page 2

University scores low in sustainability evaluation
OTHER TEXAS SCHOOLS ON 
THE COLLEGE SUSTAINABILITY 
REPORT CARD:
• Baylor: D+
• SMU: C
• Texas A&M: C
• Trinity:  D-
• Texas: D+
source: endowmentinstitute.org

FOR YOUR INFO

See REPORT, page 2
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“It ’s an opportunity to 
promote recycling on cam-
pus and get students pas-
sionate and excited about 
it,” said Warner, a junior 
sociology major.

Edwards said RecycleMa-

nia will also be AV’s means 
to research how much TCU 
recycles. 

“If we’re going to expand 
our recycling program — 
which is our goal — we’d 
have to see how much we 
recycle already,” Edwards 
said.

The main obstacle TCU 
will face with RecycleMania, 

Edwards said, is low student 
participation. 

Warner said many students 
either find recycling incon-
venient or they have limited 
knowledge about recycling.

Karla Arellano, a sopho-
more radio-TV-film major, 
said she doesn’t know recy-
clables from nonrecycla-
bles. 

“That’s why I only recy-
cle bottles,” Arellano said. “I 
know I should do better.”

Banzhaf said she would 
advise students to have a 
list of recyclables by their 
trash cans.

“I have a list by my trash 
can because I forget,” Ban-
zhaf said. “And I recycle all 
the time.”

Another setback, Edwards 
said, is TCU competing 
against universit ies that 
have staff members who are 
in charge of separating and 
recycling. 

“That’s how much they care 
about it,” Edwards said.

The winning university will 
receive a trophy and national 
recognition, Edwards said.

Banzhaf said another ben-
efit from winning RecycleMa-
nia would be an opportunity 
to boost other universities’ 
recycling programs by teach-
ing them how to improve their 
programs through the winning 
university’s example. 

“Other schools will want 
to know how we did so 
well,” Banzhaf said.

RECYCLE
From page 1

Adrienne continued her 
love of dance as she taught 
ballet in Albuquerque, N.M., 
at the Dorothy Knight School 
of Dance, Jim Perner said.

“She loved teaching ballet and 
teaching children,” John Perner 
said. “She loved teaching chil-
dren about manners and social 
skills through ballet.”

Jim and Adrienne Perner 
met in El Paso and moved to 
Albuquerque in 1965. 

Adrienne volunteered at 
hospitals, churches, wom-
en’s clubs and the humane 
society in New Mexico and 
Arizona, Jim Perner said.

“We are proud to honor 
the memory of a person 
as outstanding and highly 
regarded as Adrienne Perner 
through this scholarship, 
which will contribute to the 
lives of ballet students in 
perpetuity,” said Scott Sul-
livan, dean of the college of 
fine arts.

Jim, John and Jeffrey Per-
ner want to keep her name 
alive through helping a bal-
let student.

“Adrienne would be delight-
ed,” Jim Perner said. “She 
would think the scholarship 
was a very nice thing and ask, 
‘Why me?’ It was just in her 
nature to help people.”

AID
From page 1

become more and more 
important in the years to 
come. I think what (the 
report) does is it star ts 
to say, ‘Hey, here’s some 
things we ought to be 
thinking about.’”

Mills agreed the report 
ser ves as an excel lent 
benchmark for universi-
ties and said he hoped it 
would spark conversation 
among the administration 
but warned against giving 
too much authority to its 
findings.

“I think you have to be 
a little careful,” Mills said. 
“One of the problems with 
the report is they have a 
very precise way of mea-
suring, so if you don’t fall 
in with the way they mea-
sure, then you won’t do as 
well.”

Such was the case in the 
“administration” category 
of the report, in which TCU 
received a D for the lack 
of an advisory council or 
a formal policy addressing 
sustainability, an absence 
that rendered low grades in 
some of the report’s other 
areas. 

Mills said such a score 
doesn’t necessarily repre-
sent the reality of TCU’s 

sustainability practices.
“They gave Harvard an 

A,” Mills said. “Suppose 
Harvard did every thing 
they’re doing, but didn’t 
have a formal policy. Would 
that mean they weren’t 
doing a good job?”

UNIVERSITY ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS

Despite average grades, 
the report did recognize 
TCU’s accompl ishments 
in several key categories, 
including green building, 
food and recycling and cli-
mate change and energy.

The report noted that the 
new university union will 
qualify for the U.S. Green 
Building Council’s Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental 
Design certification, and that 
TCU has “pursued an aggres-
sive energy conservation and 
retrofit program.”

We’ve done quite a lot 
in terms of green build-
ing, Mills said, referring to 
TCU’s current construction. 
“You’ll be able to see it out 
here as these buildings are 
completed.”

The Sustainable Endow-
ment Institute also compli-
mented TCU for its recycling 
efforts, acknowledging the 
grounds crews compost 
yard waste and 75 percent 
of the university’s overall 
waste is recycled.

NON-DISCLOSURE LOWERS 
GRADES

However, an area that 
TCU and the College Sus-
tainability Report Card can-
not find common ground is 
the disclosure of endow-
ment investment holdings.

In the “endowment trans-
parency” category, for which 
TCU received an F, writers 
of the report encourage 
“openness to endowment 
investments.” It also read 
that access to endowment 
in formation encourages 
open discussion about clean 
energy investment.

TCU, like many private 
institutions, has a str ict 
non - d i sc losu re  pol ic y, 
meaning specifics about the 
endowment investments are 
only available to the invest-
ment staff and the board of 
trustees.

Chief Investment Officer 
Jim Hille sees endowment 
transparency as “somewhat 
of a strategic disadvan-
tage.”

“It ’s not a function of 
trying to hide anything,” 
Hille said. “It’s just want-
ing to retain a competitive 
advantage in the types of 
investments that we’re able 
to access because we do not 
disclose.”

Though Orlowski said he 
understands TCU’s desire to 
keep endowment informa-
tion private, he disagreed 

with Hil le, saying three 
leading private institutions 
received A’s for their incli-
nation to share investment 
holdings along with proxy 
voting records.  

Orlowski also offered alter-
natives to complete transpar-
ency, suggesting a method 
of “delayed disclosure” that 
TCU could release recently 
out-of-date information that 
wouldn’t pose a competitive 
threat.

Hille said the university 
will not make public dis-
closure but said that is not 
to say that the university is 
not investing in renewable 
energy funds. TCU receiv-
ing an F in the “sharehold-
er engagement” facet of the 
report can also be attribut-
ed to the university’s policy 
of non-disclosure.  

Due to the scale of the 
Col lege  Sus t a i nab i l i t y 
Report Card, Orlowski said 
“it’s not the be all and end 
all of sustainability,” but 
maintained that a few sim-
ple steps could be adapted 
to the TCU community with 
tremendous benefit.

“In general, anything that 
leads us toward more sus-
tainable practices, I’m prob-
ably in favor of,” Boschini 
said. “A big part of my job 
is to make sure that there’s 
a Texas Christian University 
100 years from now, and 
this will help us do that.”

REPORT
From page 1

interested in taking sum-
mer school classes but 
said the program didn’t 
feel like summer school.

“It’s not comprised of 
a marathon of note tak-
ing and test taking — with 
this you just want to learn 
and take it all in as much 
as possible,” Flukinger 
said. 

That reaction is what 
Meade aimed for going 
into last year’s session.

“I real ly emphasized 
with the professors that 
they have to design their 
modules for interactive 
learning because there are 
no grades,” Meade said. 
“The primary carrot that 
we have is not there, so 
we have to make it inter-
esting.”

Even after a successful 
2006 session with satis-
f ied alumni, however, 
Baker  re -emphasized 
that the program has its 
limits.

“It isn’t as valuable as 
a business degree,” Bak-
er said, “But they go to 
their f i rst jobs and at 
least know the di f fer-
ence in a balance sheet 
and an income statement 
— they at least speak the 
language of business.”  

BUSINESS
From page 1



Student journalists 
in Mexico have taken a 
hard hit as a university’s 
unjust act of censorship 
violated a constitutional 

right: free-
dom of 
speech.

La Uni-
versidad 
de las 
Americas 
in Puebla, 
Mexico, is 
TCU’s sis-

ter university. And its 
student newspaper, La 
Catarina, was gagged by 
university administrators 
and campus police Jan. 
16 in possible retaliation 
for a series of controver-
sial cartoons of Chan-
cellor Pedro Palou. Staff 
members were abruptly 
evicted, snatching per-
sonal belongings as they 
were ordered to leave.

Student reporter Astrid 
Viveros said staff mem-
bers were even restrict-
ed from returning to the 
newsroom to back up 
computer files.

“The administration 
went to the extent of cut-
ting off the electricity in 
our office to prevent us 
from doing so,” she said.

Now, the administra-
tion intends to call the 
shots and supervise La 
Catarina’s content, call-
ing it a “service project.” 
Thus, the very institution 
that aims to educate its 
students is robbing them 
of the opportunity to 
learn in an independent 
environment, which is 
meant to teach students 
to be responsible and 
learn from their mistakes. 
Also, the university is 
stripping away the voice 
of the newspaper, which 
consequently will stif le 
the voice of the student 
body. It would suffice to 
say that UDLA is taking a 

giant step backward.
While the Mexican 

Constitution differs from 
the U.S. Constitution, 
freedom of the press 
remains unwavering. 

According to Article 
7 of the Constitution 
of Mexico, “Freedom 
of writing and publish-
ing writings on any sub-
ject is inviolable. No law 

or authority may estab-
lish censorship, require 
bonds from authors or 
printers, or restrict the 
freedom of printing, 
which shall be limited 
only by the respect due 
to private life, morals and 
public peace.”

It’s doubtful that a cou-
ple of cartoons in a stu-
dent newspaper qualify 
as disturbing the public 
peace. This vicious event 
is nothing more than an 
attempt to protect the 
reputation of an image-
conscious chancellor. The 
administration should 
realize that a student-run 
newspaper is just that. 
And the purpose of an 
editorial cartoon is to 
express the view of the 
cartoonist, not the uni-
versity.

Unfortunately, the idea 
of censoring the media 

hits closer to home than 
our sister university in 
Mexico. Skiff staff mem-
bers combat similar 
obstacles when attempt-
ing to complete their 
journalistic duties. Some 
university officials at 
TCU try to dictate the 
interview process or 
withhold information that 
should be public knowl-
edge.

Informing readers of 
information that is right-
fully theirs can be near 
to impossible when 
sources on campus are 
more concerned with 
their reputations than 
offering truth to the TCU 
community. In actual-
ity, character is measured 
by honesty. And only the 
sources who are hon-
est with students, fac-
ulty and staff are worthy 
of admiration. The TCU 
community should look 
to university officials 
who remain the models 
of honest educators, aid-
ing student journalists in 
their pursuit of the truth. 

It’s imperative for 
UDLA and TCU to realize 
that student journalists 
have the right to print 
the news to inform their 
college communities on 
current events from bas-
ketball scores to philan-
thropies to controversial 
scandals. The intent of a 
newspaper is not to pres-
ent libelous content but 
to educate its readership. 
It’s referred to as free-
dom of the press.

Sadly, UDLA may never 
see freedom of the press 
on its campus again. A 
student newspaper under 
the authority of universi-
ty administration is only 
a step away from journal-
istic communism.

Opinion editor Lindsey Bever is 

a junior news-editorial journalism 

major from Fort Worth.

Last week, the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill heartily con-
gratulated 2,703 freshman 
applicants on their accep-

tance to one 
of America’s 
foremost 
learning 
institu-
tions. Tears, 
cheers and 
spasms of 
joy erupt-
ed in living 

rooms across the coun-
try as the long-awaited 
e-mails from the admis-
sions department rolled in. 
Looks like little Jimmy is a 
Tar Heel.

Oops. Guess again. In 
possibly the biggest case 
of broken promises since 
George H.W. Bush and his 
“no new taxes” fiasco, two 
employees at the UNC sys-
tem’s flagship school sent 
the congratulatory notifica-
tions to the wrong batch of 
students. 

The e-mails in question 
were intended to request 
mid-year grade reports 
from students who had 
already been accepted to 
Chapel Hill, beginning, 
“Congratulations again on 
your admission to the Uni-
versity.” 

Instead, they were sent 
to hopeful applicants 
nationwide. The univer-
sity has since notified the 
freshman applicants and 
apologized for the mistake. 
Sure the e-mails contained 
the phrase “Congratula-
tions again,” and some 
might argue the recipi-
ents should have smelled 
something fishy from the 
start. Some probably did, 
but I guarantee that more 
than a considerable num-
ber didn’t suspect a thing. 
When someone sees the 
words “congratulations” 
and “on your admission” in 
the same sentence, para-

noia and human error 
are the furthest thing 
from their minds. Plus, 
many of these students 
have never received 
an acceptance letter 
before. How are they 
supposed to know 
what a real one looks 
like? Nothing the 
office of undergradu-
ate admissions can 
say will ever soothe 
the situation. They 
screwed up. 

How could this have 
happened? How can 
two people whose 
very clicks of the 
mouse determines the 
fate of nearly 20,000 
yearly applicants make 
such a careless error? 

Maybe they were in 
a hurry to get down to 
Applebee’s for Margar-
ita Madness. Maybe they 
were tired after a long 
night of “Grey’s Anatomy” 
reruns. Maybe they just 
don’t care about others.

Sound selfish? It should. 
There’s no excuse for such 
a grievous error. If there’s 
any time during your day 
to be focusing on the wel-
fare of others and not 
zoning out, it would be 
the five seconds when you 
send out a bulk e-mail 
entailing admission to 
roughly 3,000 people.

This isn’t a waitress 
dropping a tray full of 
food at a restaurant. It’s 
not a salesman failing to 
close the deal of the year. 
The consequences of this 
poor performance affect 
thousands of futures from 
coast to coast.

While we’re on the 
subject of compromis-
ing futures, what do you 
think would have hap-
pened if these employees 
had worked the Vietnam 
draft lottery? “Sorry Mr. 
Smith, your draft number 
was originally 215, but 

due to employee error, it 
turned out to be three. 
Have fun in Da Nang!” 
Different situations, same 
basic principle: radically 
altering the lives of thou-
sands through the incom-
petence of one. 

The people responsi-
ble for this grievous error 
should be fired immedi-
ately. It doesn’t matter 
how or why it happened. 
All that matters are the 
crushed dreams of 2,700 
people, about 80 per-
cent of whom won’t get 
into the hyper-competi-
tive school when the real 
acceptance letters begin 
rolling in. This will leave 
one of America’s top pub-
lic universities with a 
black eye for years to 
come and put a degree of 
doubt into all future appli-
cants. But the best Chapel 
Hill can do is issue a mere 
apology for the actions of 
said employees. It’s time 
to up the ante.  

David Hall is a freshman 

news-editorial journalism major 

from Kingwood. His column 

appears on Wednesdays.

‘Sister’ university’s paper 
faces unjustified closure
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
“Music expresses that which cannot be said and on 

which it is impossible to be silent.”
                                                        — Victor Hugo

COMMENTARY 

Lindsey Bever

JOHN-LAURENT TRONCHE    

MARCUS MURPHREE       AMBER PARCHER                 

ANDREW CHAVEZ               

LINDSEY BEVER            

Editorial Board

COMMENTARY 

David Hall

Chapel Hill admissions error 
unfair to Tar Heel hopefuls 

Dear Editor:
I wish to call the universi-

ty’s attention to an issue that 
should be of great impor-
tance to all students, faculty 
and staff: campus safety and 
security.

As a tour guide at TCU, I 
often field questions from 
parents about whether TCU 
is a safe place for their 
child. My answer to that 
question typically involves 

outlining the safety precau-
tions TCU uses, including 
Froggie Five-O, emergency 
poles and most important-
ly, the nightly TCU TRAC 
shuttle, which provides 
comfortable, worry-free 
transportation every evening 
from the Smith Building on 
East Campus and the Visitor 
Lot on Main Campus to the 
parking lot.

I generally applaud TCU’s 

efforts to guarantee student 
safety, but even one worri-
some trip is unacceptable.

Last week, I got out of my 
night class an hour early and 
patiently waited at the East 
Campus shuttle stop for the 
shuttle that would take me 
back to the overflow park-
ing lot. As I watched the 
previous shuttle speed off, I 
fully expected another shut-
tle to come quickly. Shuttles 

run every 15 minutes during 
the day (before 6 p.m.) and 
every 30 minutes during the 
evening (after 6 p.m.). It was 
5:30 p.m., which meant my 
wait should have been 15 
minutes at the most. A short 
wait quickly became a not 
so short wait in the below-
freezing temperatures.

After a call to the police 
station, the shuttle finally 
arrived after I had waited 

more than an hour. The wait 
itself was frustrating, but 
what made me upset was 
that TCU had left one bus 
driver to cover two routes 
that included Worth Hills, 
Main Campus and East Cam-
pus. 

Although TCU usually has 
two buses running in the 
evening, no student should 
have to wait even 30 min-
utes for a shuttle at night. 

With the abundance of night 
classes and meetings held 
on campus, TCU should 
invest money in ensuring 
students can return to their 
vehicles in a timely manner. 
The safety of TCU’s 7,171 
undergraduates merits the 
hiring of one or two more 
shuttle drivers.

Sincerely,
Tiffany Wang, senior com-

munication studies major

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Parking woes continue; get over it

Parking at TCU is always a good 
way to start a conversation on 
campus with a complete stranger.

Most people would agree: parking here 
sucks. It’s no secret.

But it’s time for the complaining com-
munity as a whole to get over it; nothing is 
going to change anytime soon.

The administration is too caught up in 
its revising of Main Campus to seriously 
consider what to do about where people 
can put their cars.

Students frequently toss around the 
idea of a parking garage as a possible way 
to ease their woes, but it’s doubtful the 
administration, with all the current con-
struction, is going to invest several million 
dollars in an unsightly five-story mass of 
concrete and steel.

For the moment, students, faculty and 
staff must act quickly if they plan on park-
ing here. Show no emotion and never be 
polite because it’s a war out there.

The entire TCU community is in it 

together though, unless a person has a 
reserved spot; however, even those are 
quickly disappearing.

In a Skiff article published Jan. 24, 
Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs Don 
Mills said many faculty members are 
choosing to park farther from campus 
instead of paying more for reserved 
spots.

TCU Police Chief Steve McGee also said 
there has been no loss of parking since 
construction began.

That may be true, but the fact that it’s 
still a headache to find a spot remains.

But just because people can’t imme-
diately find spots or even find spots 
within three blocks of their classes 
shouldn’t warrant a diatribe against 
the TCU administration. It won’t kill to 
walk a little bit.

For the moment, keep a sharp eye and 
tough it out.

Managing editor John-Laurent Tronche

                   for the editorial board.

MCT

“It’s imperative for 
UDLA and TCU to 
realize that student 
journalists have the 
right to print the 

news to inform their 
college communities 

on current events 
from basketball scores 

to philanthropies.”
Lindsey Bever

Opinion editor



By TIM BELLA
Staff Reporter

Beep. Beep. Beep. Beep.
To fans of the Fox hit dra-

ma “24,” the sound of a tick-
ing clock could only mean one 
thing: It’s going to be a long day 
for Jack Bauer— the character 
considered to be “the” action 
hero of the post-Sept. 11 soci-
ety, played by Kiefer Suther-
land.

As the sixth season of “24” 
commenced with a special two-
night premiere event, viewers 
found Bauer and the rest of his 
counterterrorism unit cohorts 
fighting a familiar enemy: an 
Islamic terrorist group.

It’s the third time in the 
show’s six-year history Mus-
lims have been the perpetra-
tors of terrorist attacks against 
America, or as “24” fans refer 
to it, they’re the ones “getting 
on Jack’s bad side.” All jokes 
aside, the show’s sixth season 
has come under scrutiny from 
special interest groups such as 
the Council on American-Islam-
ic Relations, who have protested 
the show’s negative portrayal of 
Muslims in previous seasons.

In a Jan. 19 CNN article, 
CAIR spokeswoman Rabiah 
Ahmed said the day after the 
sixth season’s premiere con-
cluded with an Islamic terrorist 
group successfully detonating 
a nuclear bomb in a Los Ange-

les suburb, she was “afraid to 
go to the grocery store” in fear 
of a person not being able to 
“differentiate between fiction 
and reality.” 

This being said, one must ask 
whether “24” has contributed to 
people’s association of Muslims 
with the war on terror. 

Cecile Van de Voorde, an 
assistant professor in criminal 
justice, said she believes the 
show has been detrimental 
to the public’s perception and 
understanding of terrorism. 

Van de Voorde said she dis-
approves of the show because 
it extends misconceptions in 
part because “reality is conve-
niently forgotten” when watch-
ing “24.”

“There is enough drama 
unfolding every day around the 
world,” Van de Voorde said. “I 
think it would behoove media 
outlets (especially Fox Corp.) 
to first portray terrorism ade-
quately and objectively in its 
news departments before they 
invest millions in the produc-
tion of ‘thrilling’ fictional shows 
that provide more propaganda 
than entertainment.”

In the midst of recent criti-
cism, Fox network executives 
issued a statement Jan. 17 
stating that “24” has made a 
concentrated effort to portray 
groups as being multidimen-
sional. 

Whether this is the case, 
Manochehr Dorraj, a politi-
cal science professor, said he 
thinks the press and media 
demonize each other during 
wars to mobilize public opin-
ion for a war effort.

“It would be much easier to 
think of the other side (your 
‘enemy’) as fully human, as 
noble and as virtuous as your-
self,” Dorraj said.

But Dorraj said the media 
sometimes changes this view.

“Instead, it’s easier to kill 
them than promote them 
as humans with hopes, 
dreams and virtues,” 
he said. 

Professors aren’t 
the only ones 
sounding off 
on the issue. 
D a n i e l l e 
Richter, a 
senior entre-
preneurial 
m a n a g e -
m e n t 
major, said 
the show’s 
n e g a t i v e 
depiction of 
Muslims plays 
on the feeling 
that the majori-
ty of the American 
public does not come 
in regular contact with 
Muslims. 

Richter, who is the president 
of the Muslim Student Associa-
tion, said she thinks the media 
and the government have gen-
erated and continue to feed the 
stereotype of Muslims being 
strange and out of touch with 
American beliefs.

“It’s very easy to see some-
thing on television, and believe 
it to be true,” Richter said “If 
you have no basis of com-
parison, and if you are being 
encouraged to believe that 

from everyone else.” 
While some people might 

be up in arms over “24” and 
its recent story lines, rabid “24” 
fans such as junior Kyle Wil-
liams said he thinks the show’s 
portrayal of Islamic terrorists 
is pivotal because it accurately 
depicts the current global situ-
ation. 

In response to a Jan. 15 ABC 
News article that suggested for-
mer al-Qaida camps watched 
American entertainment such 
as “24” to get ideas for poten-
tial terrorist acts, Williams, a 

political science and Eng-
lish major, said America 

needs to look other 
places than “24” if 

they want to cut 
off resources 
available to 
terrorist orga-
nizations.

“On Sept. 
11, terrorists 
used our 
own planes 
as weapons 
against us. 
I think that 
if we want to 

stop provid-
ing America’s 

enemies with 
supplies, there are 

more important places 
to start than network pro-

gramming,” he said.

Van de Voorde had a differ-
ent opinion. 

She said she thinks news 
and entertainment media 
has allowed terrorist groups 
to capitalize on the emotions 
expressed by the public after 
being exposed to terrorist 
attacks.

“Since the main objective of 
the jihadist networks that are 
targeting U.S. and Western 
interests is to wage a psycho-
logical warfare,” Van de Voorde 
said she thinks, “we have in 
effect allowed them to remain 
in the spotlight much longer 
than necessary and done them 
a favor.”

Whether or not people 
agree with “24” and its stor-
ylines, Sutherland signed an 
extension to do the show for 
three more seasons as well as 
to adapt it into a feature film, 
according to an April 10 MTV 
News article.

As the debate to whether “24” 
has negatively depicted people 
of Islamic faith continues on, 
one thing is for certain: Suther-
land’s character, as archetypical 
as it may be, will continue to 
save America against terrorists 
of all races, ethnic backgrounds 
and religious beliefs for the per-
ceivable future.

If Jack Bauer isn’t going to 
do it, who else will?

Beep. Beep. Beep. Beep. 
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Does “Smokin’ Aces” sizzle the big 
screen? FRIDAY

ACES!TCU Daily Skiff

Fox criticized for stereotyping Muslims as terrorists in hit show ‘24’

What 
Would 
Bauer
Do?

FOX BROADCASTING Co. / tv.com 



Sponsored by:

TODAY’S CROSSWORD
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Q: Why was 6 afraid of 7? 

A: Because 7, 8, 9.

WORTH A LAUGH — BUT ONLY ONE
1950: President Harry S. Truman publicly announces his 
decision to support the development of the hydrogen bomb, 
a weapon theorized to be hundreds of times more powerful 
than the atomic bomb.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Sponsored by:

SUDOKU PUZZLE

Directions
Fill in the grid so 
that every 3x3 box, 
row and column 
contains the digits 
1 through 9 without 
repeating numbers.

GET TIPS AND MORE SOLUTIONS 
AT WWW.SUDOKU.COM

WWW.DAILYSKIFF.COM • WWW.DAILYSKIFF.COM • WWW.DAILYSKIFF.COM

See Thursday’s paper for answers to today’s crossword.

See Thursday’s 
paper for answers 

to today’s 
Sudoku puzzle.

Tuesday’s Solutions

TCU Daily Skiff

The Quigmans  by Buddy Hickerson
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 Find out how the men’s basketball team rounded out the 
first half of conference play.
TOMORROW

Loss of friend, fan exceeds
playing-field fallouts, defeats

No. 16 women’s tennis team 
chases national indoor title

Losses happen in sports. 
It is part of the essence 

of what competition must 
bring so there is a clear win-

ner and los-
er. The loss 
of a fr iend 
through what 
the glory of 
competition 
b r i n g s  i s 
often one of 
the moments 

in sports that lets anybody, 
fan or competitor, under-
stand there is more than 
winning or losing.

My first teardrop for a 
sports icon came when Mick-
ey Mantle passed away in 
1995. Since then I have paid 
my respect for athletes rang-
ing from Darryl Kyle to Pat 
Tillman. Never once did I 
imagine one of my very own 
colleagues in the Schieffer 
School of Journalism joining 
those of names.

Doug Clarke, a former 
adjunct professor in the 
journalism department as 
well as former North Tex-
as State University football 
player in the 1950s and ’60s, 
was never shy about giving 
his two cents on what col-
lege athletics meant to him. 
For that matter, any subject 
from sports to history to 
politics to criminal interro-
gations seemed fall in his 
realm of expertise. 

I remember Clarke would 
wander into our newsroom 
and sit and chat about the 
weather that day and lis-
ten to what all of us fledg-
ling writers had to say. The 
grandfather character in 
the Skiff family has passed 
away. 

As I sat in the pew at his 
funeral, I recalled when 
he told me about when he 
caught a pass from TCU and 
NFL great Sammy Baugh at 
a football practice. I have 
shaken the hand of the man 
who made that reception. 

More than that, the hand-
shake was a sign that he 
became a fr iend. Doug 
Clarke will be missed as 
both a friend and competi-
tor.

—Sports editor Marcus Murphree

By ALEX ZOBEL
Staff Reporter

Two women’s tennis 
players will begin the 
spring season by travel-
ing to Madison, Wis., on 
Thursday to compete in 
the National Team Indoor 
Championship.

Senior Ana Cetnik and 
sophomore Ana Sydorska 
earned an automatic bid in 
the tournament when they 
reached the final match 
of the 2006 ITA National 
Indoor Collegiate Cham-
pionships in November, 
making them TCU’s first 
female tennis players to 
reach the final match in 
a doubles national cham-
pionship event.

The pair was also the 
second TCU doubles team 
in school history to win 
the ITA Southwest Region-
al Tournament. 

After finishing the fall 
season with a record of 
11-2 as a doubles team, 
Cetnik and Sydorska begin 
the spring season ranked 
No. 9 in the country by 
the Intercollegiate Tennis 
Association, a climb of 15 
places from last season.

The team is ranked No. 
16 in the country by the 
ITA, making it the third 
consecutive year the TCU 
women have been ranked 
in the top 20.

Interim coach Jefferson 
Hammond said the team’s 
goals for the spring are to 
be ranked No. 10 in the 
country and to reach the 
round of 16 in the NCAA 
Tournament.

Horned Frog basketball
looks to rebound record
By MARCUS MURPHREE
Sports Editor

The Frogs (10-9, 2-5 confer-
ence) will try to erase their 
five-game Mountain West Con-
ference losing streak tonight 
against the San Diego State 
Aztecs (14-7, 3-4 confer-
ence).

The losing streak has been 
impacted by an ongoing strug-
gle on offense as the Frogs 
continue to have woes mak-
ing their shots, sophomore for-
ward Kevin Langford said.

“We have been struggling 
on offense but playing good 
defense,” Langford said. “But 
good defense can only last so 
long.”

The Aztecs were project-
ed to be at the top of the 
conference this season, but 
three losses have them play-
ing wounded, said head coach 
Neil Dougherty.

“They are the most athlet-
ic in the conference and they 
have the returning Mountain 
West Conference player of the 
year,” Dougherty said.

Adjustments have been 
made by the Frogs, Langford 
said.

“We have been working 
at trying to get better move-
ment with and without the 
ball,” Langford said. “We are 
trying to knock down shots, 
but we have been in a shoot-
ing slump.”

During this five game slide, 
the Frogs have had their share 
of woes while shooting from 
the field. The poor shooting 
has led to a less than stellar 
35.76 field goal percentage. 
Dougherty said the players 
can remedy these struggles if 
they get more relaxed while 
on the court.

“You play hard, but you play 
harder when you’re scoring,” 
Dougherty said. “If we get 
more relaxed we can make 
positive plays on the offen-
sive side of the ball.”

Some of the problems have 
been blamed on an unhealthy 
team with some players not at 
100 percent, Dougherty said.

“If we get some people 
healthy and fine tune some 
things then maybe we can 
open up for better shots,” 
Dougherty said.

Last weekend while on the 
road the Frogs let go of a half-
time lead against the Wyoming 
Cowboys which led to a 71-
56 loss.

Tip-off is set for 6:30 p.m. 
in Daniel-Meyer Coliseum. 
The game will be the first of 
a two game home stand and 
will mark the end of the first 
half of conference play. 

ROBYN SHEPHEARD / Staff Photographer

Ryan Wall, junior guard, brings the 
ball up the court in the game versus 
Colorado State earlier this season. 
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FOR YOUR INFO

20th Annual USTA/ITA National 
Women’s Team Indoor Championships

No. 16 TCU 
vs. 

No. 8 North Carolina

Ana Cetnik, senior, and the No. 16 
Horned Frogs will compete in the 
Women’s Tennis Indoor National 
Championships beginning Thursday.

Time: 9 a.m. 
Where: Madison, Wis.

Doug Clarke: 1939 – 2007


