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NEWS
What changes will students 
see from the campus television 
upgrades? 
Tuesday

NEWS
See photos of students’ 
community service on MLK 
day.
Tuesday 

PECULIAR FACT
KINSTON, N.C. — An undercover 
drug buy led detectives to an 
underground marijuana garden 
in a buried school bus. A search 
dog fell through a camouflaged 
trap door leading to a full-length 
school bus buried 8 feet under a 
backyard tool shed. 

— Associated Press

Fall sports add new players 
to roster this spring. 

Sports, page  6

TODAY’S HEADLINES
News: Competition for 
admission grows, page 4
Opinion: Partisan feud 
unproductive, page 3
Sports: Networking club 
launched, page 6

CONTACT US
Send your questions, 
compliments, complaints 
or news tips to news@
dailyskiff.com. Follow 
us on Twitter at twitter.
com/dailyskiff or look up 
“DailySkiff.com” on 
Facebook.

HAITI EARTHQUAKE

TO THE RESCUE

PATRICK FARRELL / AP Photographer
Gladys Loiuis Jeune is pulled alive from the rubble of her home in Port-au-Prince nearly 43 hours after Tuesday’s earthquake, where 
she was greeted by a cheering crowd Thursday. 

Donors use texting to give aid
From Staff and Wire Reports

 President Barack Obama on 
Thursday pledged $100 million in 
response to the Haiti humanitarian 
crisis, but text messaging and Twit-
ter are giving relief efforts a new 
face. 

U.S. cell phone users have con-
tributed more than $5 million to 
Haiti through mGive, a nonprofit 
that has partnered with the Red 
Cross and wireless service providers 
to channel donations. A cell phone 
user texts “HAITI” to 90999 to make 
a $10 donation that is charged di-
rectly to the user’s cell phone bill. 

Other efforts include those of 
Haitian-American singer Wyclef 
Jean, who recruited donors by 
Tweeting a request to donate $5 by 
texting “Yele” to the number 501501. 

Lindsey Nelson, a fresh-

man pre-business major, said 
she would be willing to donate 
through the text-messaging cam-
paign. 

“If the opportunity presented 
itself, then I would definitely go 
for it,” Nelson said. “I admit that 
I have not been actively seeking 
one.” 

Kristen Escher, a junior neu-
roscience and philosophy ma-
jor, said she would be inclined 
to contribute if efforts became 
more publicized on campus. 

The international Red Cross esti-
mates that about 50,000 people were 
killed in Tuesday’s 7.0 magnitude 
earthquake, which has provoked an 
international outpouring of support 
for the developing country. 

But despite the popularity of 
the text-messaging campaign, lo-
cal churches are relying on more 

traditional methods to supply aid 
to Haiti. 

Noted 
lobbyist 
to visit 
campus

HIGHER EDUCATION

MLK DAY

Students 
prepare 
for day 
of serviceRadio host to broadcast from studio

FILM-TV-DIGITAL MEDIA

Festival set to return after H1N1 scare
NEIGHBORHOOD

SEE HARTLE · PAGE 2

By Ashley Iovine 
Staff Reporter

Martin Luther King Jr. Day might 
be a holiday, but some students 
won’t be taking the day off. 

The university is now partici-
pating in the MLK Day of Service, 
said Melissa Gruver, coordinator for 
community involvement. 

By noon on Monday, student vol-
unteers will be working with com-
munity agencies, such as Neighbor 
Helping Neighbor, Samaritan House 
and Buchner Family Services, Gru-
ver said.

Gary Briggs,Alpha Phi Alpha 
fraternity president, and Brittany 
Shamlin, NAACP president for the 
university’s chapter, are leading the 
project. 

Gruver said that various student 
organizations on campus like Alpha 
Phi Omega, the Black Student Asso-
ciation and the Multicultural Greek 
Council signed up to participate.

“I’m glad that we are taking advan-
tage of this day to make it more than 
just another holiday or another day to 

By Jennifer Ivy
Staff Reporter

Progressive radio talk show host 
Ed Schultz will broadcast his daytime 
show, “The Ed Schultz Show,” from 
KTCU FM 88.7 “The Choice” on Fri-
day.

Schultz is nationally syndicated 
through more than 100 affiliates, in-
cluding satellite radio, and has a televi-
sion show on MSNBC. 

With more than 30 years of expe-
rience in broadcasting, Schultz is de-
scribed as a “straight talking, no-non-
sense voice of reason in unreasonable 
times,” on his show’s official Web site.

Russell Scott, KTCU director, said 
Schultz’s son David, a 2006 alumnus 
and professional golfer on the PGA’s 
Nationwide Tour, lives in the Fort 
Worth area. Last year, Schultz broad-
casted his show from KTCU for about 
three days when he was in town to visit 
his son, Scott said. 

“He was thoroughly impressed 
with the studios and the facilities, and 
it went off without a hitch,” Scott said. 

Students will not be involved with 
the production of the broadcast be-
cause Schultz will only be using studio 
space and not broadcasting on KTCU. 

David Crouch, a senior film-TV-
digital media major, said he was look-

ing forward to Schultz broadcasting 
from the studios.

“I remember when he was here last 
year,” Crouch said. “It’s a pretty big 
deal to have a nationally syndicated 
program being broadcast from TCU.”

The 3-hour broadcast from KTCU’s 
studios can be heard on his official 
Web site, www.bigeddieradio.com.

Thomas Koenig
Staff Reporter

Funnel cake, games and other 
carnival attractions are set to re-
turn to Trinity Park after a two-
year absence.

After being canceled last year 
because of concerns about the 
spread of the H1N1 virus, Fort 
Worth’s Mayfest is back thanks to 
support from the community, said 
Shannon Baumgardner, marketing 
manager for Mayfest, Inc. The fes-
tival will return this year after be-
ing shut down three hours before it 
was set to begin a year ago. 

Baumgardner said attendees 
won’t notice any differences com-
pared to past years. 

“We are being very, very care-

ful with our expenses, but at the 
same time, Mayfest is going to be 
as good, and as grand and as won-
derful as the Fort Worth commu-
nity has come to expect,” Baum-
gardner  said. Mallory Curtice, a 
sophomore pre-business major, 
said she was going to volunteer 
at the event last year but then got 
an e-mail notifying her about the 
cancellation. She said she may vol-
unteer this year if her schedule al-
lows it. “The girl I was going to 
volunteer with had gone in previ-
ous years, and she said it was a lot 
of fun,” Curtice said.

A statement from the City of 
Fort Worth posted on the Mayfest 
Web site last April noted that “be-
cause of the current public health 
crisis and the emergency and di-

saster declarations by the federal 
and state governments, large out-
door public gatherings have been 
deemed unsafe.” 

The unexpected closure result-
ed in a nearly $500,000 loss for the 
festival, Baumgardner said. Jeffrey 
Brown, a junior film-TV-digital 
media major, said the paranoia 
surrounding H1N1 was unwar-
ranted. “I think it was a little much 
(to cancel the event), but just to 
make sure everyone’s safe, it prob-
ably wasn’t a bad idea to cancel it,” 
Brown said.

Adelaide Leavens, executive 
director of Streams and Valleys 
Inc., said the festival’s cancellation 
not only affected individuals who 

SEE MAYFEST · PAGE 2 

Gubernatorial candidates 
Gov. Rick Perry, U.S. Sen. 
Kay Bailey Hutchison and 
Debra Medina faced off 
Thursday at UNT in the 
year’s first debate in their 
race for governor. Go to 
dailyskiff.com for the full 
story. 

By Marshall Doig
Staff Reporter

The man considered to be higher 
education’s top lobbyist in Washington, 
D.C., will visit the university Tuesday 
to talk with administrators about aca-
demic issues concerning higher educa-
tion institutions, uni-
versity officials said.

Terry Hartle, se-
nior vice president 
for the American 
Council on Educa-
tion’s government 
and public affairs di-
vision, will speak to 
TCU’s Administra-
tive Council — a 40-50 member assem-
bly of vice chancellors, academic deans 
and other administrators — about is-
sues that could include containing costs, 
efficient resource management, learning 
outcomes, administration of loan pro-
grams, campus safety, need for financial 
aid, endowment transparency and stu-
dent health insurance, said Lisa Albert, 
director of communications. 

Hartle

SEE SERVICE · PAGE 2 

Ed Schultz
When: 11 a.m. today
Where: www.bigeddieradio.com

“I’m glad that we are 
taking advantage of 
this day to make it 
more than just another 
holiday or another 
day to sleep in and 
not go to class.”
Brittany Shamlin
NAACP chapter president

How to help 
Financial aid:  
•To donate $10, text “HAITI” 
to 90999 
•To donate $5, text “Yele” to 
501501 
•Donate online at 
weekofcompassion.org 
•Drop off a check at your local 
Red Cross 

In-kind aid:
•Assemble supply kits  and 
ship them to Church World 
Service. For instructions, go to 
churchworldservice.org.

SEE HAITI · PAGE 2 



sleep in and not go to class,” 
Shamlin said. “I’m excited 
that… we’ve had such an 
amazing response to the day, 
being that it’s a new event. We 
weren’t quite sure how people 
would respond to it, but it’s 
been great turnout.”

Shamlin said there were 
about 55 students registered 
to participate in MLK Day 
of Service. 

Jamarri Aikins, a senior 
psychology major, said 
he heard about the event 
through the Alpha Phi Al-
pha fraternity and thought 
he should help out.

“I think this is a great op-

portunity for everybody to 
kind of live in his shoes and 
look at some of the things that 
he did,” Aikins said.

Hartle was director of social 
policy studies at the American 
Enterprise Institute and a re-
search scientist at the Educa-
tional Testing Service, accord-
ing to the ACE Web site. Before 
joining ACE in 1993, he served 
for six years as education staff 
director for the Senate Com-
mittee on Labor and Human 
Resources, according to the 
site. 

Hartle’s campus visit will 
be his second in the past two 
years. He spoke in April 2008 
about nationwide tuition costs 
at Chancellor Victor Boschini’s 
invitation.

Vice Chancellor for Gov-
ernment Affairs Larry Lauer, 
who works with Hartle in 
Washington, said he invited 
Hartle to speak to the Admin-
istrative Council about issues 
that the ACE could focus on 
this year. The ACE’s agenda 
for the year will be set dur-
ing meetings in February and 
March, Lauer said. 

“He’s going to talk about 
what are the issues ahead, and 
he’s going to talk about where 
we are at the moment,” Lauer 
said.

Lauer, the former vice chan-
cellor for marketing and com-
munication, completed his first 
semester as vice chancellor for 
government affairs in the fall. 

In his new position, Lauer said, 
he has worked with legislators 
and education associations, 
like Hartle and the ACE, on 
issues affecting higher educa-
tion. He said that because of 
the prevalence of other issues 
in Congress, like health care, 
the economy and terrorism, 
higher education was not re-
ceiving much attention.

Lauer said the new posi-
tion gave the university a 
presence in Washington that 
it lacked before.

“We never made a concert-
ed effort to have a regular pres-
ence in that setting, and now 
we are,” Lauer said. “So I think 
we’re making good progress 
because what I can see is we 
are involved and we are being 
welcomed by virtually every-
body I talk to.”

Boschini said the creation 
of Lauer’s position last fall has 
helped the university because 
now only one person focuses 
on representing the university 
at the government level.

“It’s his main job to be ‘at 
the table’ at appropriate times 
in Washington and Austin,” 
Boschini said. “It helps us 
now to have somebody con-
centrating their time on this 
because, in the past, I would 
do it part time, he would do 
it part time, and it’s just too 
much because of physically 
being in different cities.”

Most recently, Lauer was 

involved with the formation of 
the Schieffer School in Wash-
ington program, a semester-
long mixture of an internship 
and coursework for university 
journalism students through 
the nonprofit Washington 
Center, Lauer said.  

Last fall, Lauer said, the 
university’s goal was to make 
a place for itself at the fore-
front of higher education. He 
said it’s hard to tell when the 
university actually reached 
that goal, but its recent na-
tional presence have helped.

“What I’ve learned is 
when you show up, they will 
talk to you, and when they 
talk to you, you become in-
fluential,” Lauer said. “And 
we’re trying to make the 
most of that in both Austin 
and in Washington to say, 
‘TCU’s here, we’re at the 
table, we’re involved, and 
we’re going to be a player in 
the shaping of the future of 
our industry.’”

The First Presbyteri-
an Church of Fort Worth 
is channeling aid to Haiti 
through the Presbyterian Di-
saster Assistance fund, which 
is maintained by the national 
Presbyterian Church, said 
Karl Travis, pastor of FPCFW. 

The church has close ties 
to the tragedy. For the past 
seven years, FPCFW has sent 
a medical mission to Leo-
gane, Haiti, just a few miles 
from the epicenter of the 
earthquake, Travis said. This 
year’s medical mission was 
scheduled for Feb. 6 to 13. 

“Our church is reeling per-
sonally from the earthquake 
because people with whom 
we’ve worked, we don’t know 
whether they are alive,” Tra-
vis said. 

It is uncertain whether the 
church will be able to make 
its scheduled trip to Leo-
gane, Travis said. Volunteers 
don’t know whether they will 
be able to fly there, and if 

they are able to, it is unclear 
whether the roads are pass-
able and whether locals will 
be able to provide hospitality, 
he said. 

“There is a sense that this 
is a disaster on another level,” 
Travis said. 

The church is encouraging 
its members to contribute fi-
nancially by bringing a check 
to Sunday service or stopping 
by the church office, accord-
ing to an e-mail Travis sent 
to the congregation, which he 
provided to the Skiff. 

Dani Cartwright, regional 
minister and president of the 
Christian Church Disciples of 
Christ in the Southwest, said 
University Christian Church 
and other Disciples of Christ 
congregations are being directed 
to Week of Compassion (week-
ofcompassion.org), a Disciples 
of Christ mission fund, and 
Church World Service (church-
worldservice.org), a cooperative 
ministry of 36 Christian denom-
inations, to volunteer aid. 

Cartwright said the church 
encouraged in-kind relief for 

Haiti in the form of hygiene 
kits and baby care kits, which 
are bundles of supplies that are 
shipped to the Church World 
Service’s headquarters in Mary-
land and then distributed to the 
people in need. Instructions 
about how to put together the 
kits can be found on the char-
ity’s Web site. 

In-kind relief is more help-
ful than directly giving mon-
ey to the disaster victims 
because Haitians won’t have 
access to basic necessities, 
Cartwright said. 

“We can’t just run to Wal-
Mart in Haiti and get these 
things,” she said. 

(Staff reporters Lawrence Embry, 
Jennifer Ivy and Katie Vance,  

editor Julieta Chiquillo and  
The Associated Press  

contributed to this report.) 

PAGE 2 · FRIDAY, JANUARY 15, 2010  DAILYSKIFF.COM

NEWS

DAILY SKIFF
TCU Box 298050, Fort Worth, TX 76129
Phone: (817) 257-7428
Fax: (817) 257-7133
E-mail: news@dailyskiff.com

The TCU Daily Skiff is an official student publication of 
Texas Christian University, produced by students of TCU 
and sponsored by the Schieffer School of Journalism. It 
operates under the policies of the Student Publications 
Committee, composed of representatives from the 
student body, staff, faculty and administration. The 
Skiff is published Tuesday through Friday during fall 
and spring semesters except finals week and holidays.

Editor-in-Chief: Julieta Chiquillo
Managing Editor: Logan Wilson
Web Editor: Maricruz Salinas
Associate Editor: Anna Waugh
News Editors: Melanie Cruthirds, 
Libby Davis

Sports Editor: Mary Sue Greenleaf
Projects Editor: Courtney Jay
Opinion Editor: Andrea Bolt
Design Editor: Julie Susman
Multimedia Editor: Chance Welch

Advertising Manager: Courtney Kimbrough
Student Publications Director: Robert Bohler
Business Manager: Bitsy Faulk
Production Manager: Vicki Whistler
Director, Schieffer School: John Lumpkin

Circulation: 4,500 
Subscriptions: Call 257-6274.
Rates are $30 per semester.
Location: Moudy Building South, Room 291,
2805 S. University Drive Fort Worth, TX 76109
On-campus distribution: Newspapers are avail-
able free on campus, limit one per person. Additional 
copies are $.50 and are available at the Skiff office.

Web site: www.dailyskiff.com
Copyright: All rights for the entire contents of this 
newspaper shall be the property of the TCU Daily Skiff. 
No part thereof may be reproduced or aired without 
prior consent of the Student Publications Director. The 
Skiff does not assume liability for any products and ser-
vices advertised herein. The Skiff’s liability for misprints 
due to our error is limited to the cost of the advertising.

came into town to attend the 
four-day event on the Trin-
ity River, but also nonprofit 
organizations that Mayfest 
benefits. Streams and Val-
leys Inc., an original founder 
of Mayfest, uses its profits 
to help improve and beau-
tify the Trinity River. “For 
us to lose that much funding 
in one year put a significant 
dent into our capabilities of 
returning that money back to 
the river for improvement,” 
Leavens said. 

Baumgardner said that an 
emergency reserve fund and 
a gracious community have 

allowed the near-dead festival 
to rise from the ashes. After 
a fundraising concert in July 
headlined by Reckless Kelly 
failed to draw a large crowd 
because of the extreme Texas 
heat, Mayfest was even fur-
ther in the hole, Baumgard-
ner said. Donations took off 
after an idea from an e-mail 
from a former patron was 
adopted urging community 
members to become one of 
1,000 people to donate $100 
in 100 days, she said. 

Companies and founda-
tions also stepped up to get 
Mayfest back and running, 
Baumgardner said. Normally 
at this time of the year, May-
fest would have earned about 

$50,000 or less in donations 
and grants, but this year it has 
gained close to $150,000, she 
said. 

The festival, scheduled to run 
from April 29 through May 2, 
spans 33 acres along the Trin-
ity River and features seven dif-
ferent stages for entertainment, 
including a heavy dose of North 
Texas music, Baumgardner 
said. Although contracts have 
not been finalized for specific 
attractions, Baumgardner said 
she is confident that the popu-
lar frisbee dog show will be back, 
along with a new haunted house. 

Those interested in donating 
to Mayfest or looking for more 
information can call 817-332-
1055 or visit Mayfest.org.

MAYFEST
continued from page 1

HARTLE
continued from page 1

Students can visit 
involved.tcu.edu/mlk.
asp for more informa-
tion about MLK Day of 
Service. 

SERVICE
continued from page 1

“What I’ve learned 
is when you show 
up, they will talk to 
you, and when they 
talk to you, you 
become influential.”

Larry Lauer
Vice Chancellor for 
Government Affairs

For a slide-
show of the 
Haiti disaster, 

visit dailyskiff.com.

HAITI
continued from page 1
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By Terence Chea
Associated Press Writer

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
College applicants are facing one 
of the toughest years ever to gain 
admission to the nation’s pub-
lic colleges and universities as 
schools grapple with deep bud-
get cuts and record numbers of 
applications.

As cash-poor state govern-
ments slash budgets, colleges are 
capping or cutting enrollment de-
spite a surge in applications from 
high school seniors, community 
college students and unemployed 
workers returning to school.

The increased competition 
means more students will be 
turned away, forced to attend pric-
ier private institutions or shut out 
of college altogether.

Wilson Liang, a senior at San 
Francisco’s Galileo Academy of 
Science and Technology, said he 
worried that enrollment cuts at 
the University of California will 

freeze him out of its flagship 
Berkeley campus.

“I know the competition is very 
high,” said the 17-year-old Liang, 
who would be the first person 
in his family to attend college. 
“There are a lot of smart people 
out there.”

Colleges that previously ac-
cepted all qualified students are 
becoming selective, while selec-
tive schools are becoming more 
so. Most community colleges have 
open-access policies, but demand 
for classes is so intense that many 
students can’t get the courses they 
need.

“We’re hearing a lot of pan-
ic,” said Gerna Benz, a partner 
at California San Francisco Bay 
Area College Planning Specialists. 
Benz said business at his Oakland-
based college counseling firm has 
tripled over the past year.

Benz is encouraging more fami-
lies to consider private colleges, 
which may be more expensive but 
offer less crowded classes and the 

chance to graduate in four years, 
which is becoming a rarity at 
many public colleges.

Applications to private colleges 
are holding steady, while public 
universities around the country 
are seeing record demand as cost-
conscious families look for good 
value, said Barmak Nassirian, as-
sociate executive director of the 
American Association of Colle-
giate Registrars and Admissions 
Officers.

Low-income, minority students 
could face the roughest road to 
admission because they often can’t 
afford private colleges and don’t 
have the resources or academic 
credentials to compete with stu-
dents from wealthier families and 
better high schools, he said.

The enrollment caps could 
also threaten President Barack 
Obama’s goal of making the U.S. 
the leader in college attainment 
by 2020 and undermine the na-
tion’s economic competitiveness, 
college officials say.

HIGHER EDUCATION

RUSSEL A. DANIELS /  AP Photo

Wilson Liang, 17, poses for a portrait at Galileo High School in San Francisco. College applicants are facing one of the toughest 
years ever to gain admission to the nation’s public colleges and universities as schools grapple with deep budget cuts and record 
numbers of applications.

By Jodi S. Cohen
Chicago Tribune (MCT)

CHICAGO — The University 
of Chicago saw a 42 percent in-
crease in undergraduate applica-
tions for next fall’s freshman class, 
an astounding number even among 
universities accustomed to double-
digit increases.

It will mean bad news for most 
of the 19,306 students interested in 
attending the Chicago school next 
year—double the number who 
applied in 2006—but good news 
for a university trying to broaden 
its appeal and boost its popularity 
nationally.

The university plans to accept 
the same number of students as 
last year, about 3,700, meaning it 
will accept 19 percent of applicants, 
compared with 27 percent of the 
13,564 who applied last year. Twen-
ty years ago, 73 percent of appli-
cants received an acceptance letter.

School officials attribute the 
increase to a combination of fac-
tors. Everything from more far-
flung outreach to publicity that 

comes with having President 
Barack Obama as a former faculty 
member. The university also is in 
its second year of using the Com-
mon Application, which enables 
students to use a single form to 
submit personal and educational 
data to nearly 400 colleges and 
universities. U. of C. still requires 
supplemental essays.

There were increases in applica-
tions from African-American, Lati-
no and international students, and 
those from all income levels and 
every region of the country. James 
Nondorf, University of Chicago’s 

admissions dean, said early indi-
cators of academic quality, such as 
test scores, show a class at least as 
accomplished as prior years.

“These kids are every bit as witty 
and intellectually engaged as stu-
dents of the past,” he said.

Christopher Watson, the ad-
missions dean at Northwestern 
University, said U. of C.’s applica-
tion increase is shocking. 

“I have never heard of an in-
crease like that before,” he said. 

Northwestern made news 
three years ago when it had a 19 
percent increase, its largest ever.

Other selective universities also 
are reporting record numbers, 
though not as drastic as University 
of Chicago’s jump, in part a result of 
more students going to college and 
applying to more schools.

Applications are up at least 7 
percent at Northwestern, 10.5 
percent at Duke and 2.5 percent at 
the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. Universities said more 
applications could trickle in, and 
not all colleges are reporting their 
numbers yet.

Admission competition on the rise

Applications up 42 percent
UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO

“These kids are 
every bit as witty 
and intellectually 
engaged as 
students of 
the past.”

James Nondorf
admissions dean at the 
University of Chicago

By Schuyler Dixon
Associated Press Writer

DALLAS (AP) — Texas will 
be “last in, first out” among states 
battling the recession, although a 
recovery that has already started 
will require patience, a leading 
economist says.

The Lone Star State proved re-
silient because of advantages such 
as weather, stable home prices and 
a political climate favorable for 
companies seeking new places to 
do business, said Ray Perryman, 
head of the Perryman Group and 
a longtime Texas economist.

Still, Perryman said Texas has 

seen its share of difficulty since 
the state got caught up in the 
national economic downturn in 
the summer of 2008. Job losses 
mounted last year, and the out-
look remains bleak for commer-
cial real estate.

“The long-term story when 
people look back at it will be one 
of last in, first out. It’s also a story 
of us doing a little better than the 
rest of the country,” Perryman 
said. “Nonetheless, there’s going to 
be a legacy of pain. Three hundred 
thousand people did lose their job, 
and no one really escaped this.”

As a measure of Texas faring 
better than most states, Perry-

man pointed to the 300,000 job 
losses. Although a large number, 
it represented about 4 percent of 
the losses nationally in a state that 
accounts for about 8 percent of the 
U.S. economy, he said. Using that 
formula, Texas had about half the 
job losses that might be expected.

One of the strongest signs of a 
recovering economy, Perryman 
said, are the job gains the past two 
months and three of the past six. 

“We don’t expect a huge re-
bound back,” said Laila Assanie, 
an associate economist with the 
Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas. 
“We expect a slow and steady 
recovery.”

Pundits expect ‘slow and steady recovery’
TEXAS ECONOMY
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QUICK NEWS

Ohio is currently one of more 
than 30 states in the U.S. which 
permit capital punishment, ac-
cording to CNN.com. 

A recent controversy has arisen 
in which a new one-drug method 
of injection was used to execute an 
inmate in December. While a three 
drug “cocktail” is typically used, 
due to a prior botched attempt sev-
eral years earlier, state prosecutors 
proposed this new method as an 
alternative for the death penalty. 
While sentencing in various states 
allows death by hanging, firing 
squad and the electric chair ac-
cording to deathpenaltyinfo.org le-
thal injection has been deemed the 
most humane during the course of 
the 20th century. 

The Supreme Court refused to 
intervene in a case recently, and 
Kenneth Biros was put to death 
by a method some consider to be 
a blatant form of human experi-
mentation (the barbiturate used 
was given as a lethal dose, though 
its effects were not previously 
known).

This brings to the forefront 
a commonly debated issue, 
capital punishment. While used 
throughout history as the most 
threatening of punishments, and 
utilized only for the gravest of-
fenses, its effectiveness in crime 
deterrence has often been ques-
tioned. In fact, the U.S. remains 
one of the few Western nations 
(along with Cuba and Guate-
mala) to currently utilize the 
death penalty. Eastern cohorts 
include China, Saudi Arabia and 
North Korea. Many feel that the 
only fair retribution for capital 
offenses such as murder and rape 
is an equally stark punishment of 

death. However, there are further 
ramifications for the continued 
usage of this process.

The U.S. Constitution, in its 
Eighth Amendment, cites that cru-
el and unusual punishment shall 
be prohibited, no stipulation of 
the severity of the crimes is given. 
While the semantics of this line 
have long been debated, the intent 
is clear. There have been several 
instances of poorly administered 
executions in which clear suffering 
occurred by the convicted person. 
While their crimes certainly must 
have been heinous, this is clearly 
in violation of the above state-
ment. The death penalty has seen 
a progression from hanging to the 
electric chair to now lethal injec-
tion as the norm. Each change has 
occurred as an effort to be more 
“humane.” Yet, if this is this case, 
then it appears that the flaw lies 
not with the method, but with the 
institution itself.

While this is certainly an un-
popular opinion in Texas, which 
consistently carries through with 
the most executions of any state, 
the logic of the issue needs to be 
considered. Firstly, there has been 
an exorbitant number of cases in 
which inmates have been wrongly 
convicted and later released from 
death row. There is, therefore, the 
potential for innocent people to 
receive the death penalty even 
though they may not have com-
mitted the crime. Secondly, as seen 
in the Ohio case, costs associated 
with carrying through with the 
provisions of capital punishment 
often exceed those of incarcera-
tion for the remainder of one’s life. 
The free counsel provided by the 
state in order to post appeals in 
the Ohio case led to a drawn out 
process in which the inmate was 
posted in a holding cell for the 
execution chamber multiple times 
before the process was actually 
carried out.

This example indicates that the 
debate should be reopened. Capital 
punishment, while an ominous 
and threatening consequence, does 

not seem to be the most reasonable 
solution. If prosecutors are still 
continuing to search for the per-
fectly “humane” course of action, 
perhaps this is the most evident 
reasoning that the practice should 
be ceased altogether. Life impris-
onment prevents further atrocities 
from being committed, but death 
seems to offer little repose except 
as a redeeming form of justice 
in which observers often seem 
conflicted about the resolution. 
The U.S. should take this oppor-
tunity to reconsider its stance on 
the subject and continue to analyze 
its justice system to determine if 
capital punishment is actually the 
most effective and daunting course 
of action.

Matt Boaz is a senior political           
science major from Edmond, Okla.

Senate Majority Leader Harry 
Reid (D-Nev.) got himself into some 
hot water for his comments regard-
ing President Barack Obama during 
the 2008 presidential election. In 
the recently released political gos-
sip book, “Game Change,” authors 
John Heilemann and Mark Halperin 
wrote that Reid, in an off-the-record 
comment, referred to the presi-
dent as a “light-skinned” African 
American “with no Negro dialect, 
unless he wanted to have one.” Reid’s 
shocking comments do very little to 
help his troubled reelection bid and 
serve as a mild embarrassment for 
the president. Even more outrageous 
is the response from the pundits in 
the media.

The Republicans went with their 
standard response, demanding 
immediate resignation. But their 
calls for Reid to resign reflect op-
portunistic attempts from a party 
desperate to score political points 
in any form imaginable. The party 
has been trying every possible idea 
to win back power. Weeks ago, it 
was screaming that the president 
does not believe the United States is 
at war with al-Qaida and other ex-
tremist groups. Before that, it said 
health care reform would lead to 
the euthanasia of our grandparents. 

Similarly, the speedy forgive-
ness granted to Reid by Democrats 
and black leaders should cause 
significant public outrage. Demo-
crats, in a rush to finish the presi-
dent’s “signature issue,” a health 
care reform bill, quickly sent out 
statements forgiving Reid so the 
mini-scandal would go away and 
allow them to pass their health 
care bill. The same black lead-
ers who helped dethrone former 
Republican Majority Leader Trent 
Lott of Mississippi for his own 
racist remarks glossed over Reid’s 
statements and missed the oppor-
tunity to help us all learn from this 
teachable moment. These so-called 
leaders will gather on Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Day and will attempt 
to tell us about his dream.

Our leaders have once again failed 
us because they decided to play poli-
tics instead of address an issue that 
Americans still struggle with. 

The song “Everyone’s a Little Bit 
Racist,” from the musical “Avenue 
Q,” comes to mind when I see politi-
cians bicker about which party is 
more racist and more deserving of 
public scorn. In all instances, politi-
cians dismiss this simple fact of life. 
We all make these comments and 
know of others who have done the 
same. Instead of grandstanding and 
making accusations about how rac-
ist another person is, we should find 
ways to bridge these gaps so that 
we can truly get connected to each 
other and share in the things that 
unite us.

Bennett Parsons is a junior music 
education major from Arlington.

MATT BOAZ

Death penalty still not the answer

BENNETT PARSONS

Reid’s comments not met 
with sufficient punishment

FLICKR

In the past decade, several events have shown how well 
Americans can come together in the face of a crisis. Natural 
disasters like Hurricane Katrina and horrifying tragedies 

like Sept. 11 rallied the nation, with people coming together to 
assist those most impacted.  

Massive relief efforts within the United States should be ap-
plauded, and similar responses should be encouraged when 
disasters occur abroad. 

Following Tuesday’s devastating earthquake in Haiti, the 
strongest to hit the country in more than 200 years, govern-
ments from around the world mobilized aid to assist the under-
developed nation. Individual American citizens should also be 
responding in the same generous and compassionate manner 
that they would if the same event occurred on American soil. 
Haiti lacks the necessary tools to cope with the effects of a natu-
ral disaster on this scale and Americans have the ability to help.  

This is particularly true because of the convenience with 
which help can be given today. Various companies and orga-
nizations are offering services, such as mGive, through which 
people can donate money to a specific relief effort over the 
Internet or via text message. 

Most Americans are fortunate enough to be in a position to 
help those who need and deserve it. All it takes is a few minutes 
out of your day.

Managing editor Logan Wilson for the editorial board.

McNeill will not be on           
Tuberville’s staff

LUBBOCK, Texas (AP) — Tom-
my Tuberville is cleaning house at 
Texas Tech in the wake of the Mike 
Leach’s firing.

The school said Thursday that 
Ruffin McNeill, the defensive co-
ordinator and interim head coach 
after Texas Tech suspended and 
then fired Leach last month, is 
leaving the program. McNeill came 
to Texas Tech with Leach in 2000 
and was the only other candidate 
for the head coaching job that was 
filled by Tuberville.

Also not returning are inside re-
ceivers coach Lincoln Riley, run-
ning backs coach Clay McGuire, 
cornerbacks coach Brian Mitchell 
and Eric Russell, who coordinated 
specials teams. Carlos Mainord, 
who coached the safeties, is retiring.

Texas murder suspect    
searched ‘overdose’ online 

WACO, Texas (AP) — In the 
month before his wife died, a minis-
ter in Texas tried to buy a prescription 
sleeping aid online and conducted 
an Internet search for “overdose on 
sleeping pills,” computer experts testi-
fied Thursday in his murder trial.

Neal Kersh, a computer forensics 
examiner, testified that he examined 
data from Matt Baker’s church-owned 
laptop and was able to retrieve infor-
mation from a computer server at a 
youth center where Baker worked. 

Baker is accused of killing his wife 
Kari, whose death initially was ruled a 
suicide. A near-empty bottle of over-
the-counter sleeping pills and typed 
suicide note were found by her body.

Mark E. Henry, the CEO of an on-
line pharmacy, testified that Baker 
started to buy a 50-count bottle of 
Ambien but stopped the order.

SF economist says gay         
marriage ban costs city

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A 
state ban on gay marriage is costing 
the city of San Francisco millions of 
dollars a year in lost revenue and in-
creased services, an economist testi-
fied Thursday in a lawsuit aimed at 
overturning the prohibition.

Chief city economist Edmund 
Egan said married people accumulate 
more wealth and have more to spend, 
which bolsters tax revenue.

He also said the city must spend 
more on health care for uninsured 
workers because same-sex couples 
are not always covered under their 
partner’s employee health care plans.

Peter Patterson, a lawyer for Prop-
osition 8 sponsors, had him acknowl-
edge during cross-examination that 
he based many of his estimates on as-
sumptions drawn from the spending 
habits of opposite-sex couples.

South Korean teens named 
world texting champs

NEW YORK (AP) — Two South 
Korean teenagers have been crowned 
fastest texters in the world.

The team of 17-year-old Bae Yeong 
Ho and 18-year-old Ha Mok Min 
went thumb-to-thumb against com-
petitors from a dozen countries to 
win the title in the LG Mobile World 
Cup competition Thursday in New 
York City.

The winning team took home a 
$100,000 prize.

Second place and $20,000 went to 
the U.S. contestants — 16-year-old 
Kate Moore of Des Moines, Iowa, 
who is the 2009 U.S. National Texting 
Champion, and 14-year-old Morgan 
Dynda of Pooler, Ga., the 2009 run-
ner-up. 

Moore averages 12,000 texts per 
month, entering up to 3.5 characters 
per second.

Man pleads guilty in            
plot to kill Obama 

JACKSON, Tenn. (AP) — An Ar-
kansas man pleaded guilty Thursday 
to charges he plotted to kill then-Sen. 
Barack Obama and dozens of other 
black people in 2008.

Paul Schlesselman, 19, pleaded 
guilty in U.S. District Court to one 
count of conspiracy, one count of 
threatening to kill and harm a presi-
dential candidate and one count of 
possessing a firearm in furtherance 
of a crime of violence.

He faces up to 10 years in prison 
when he is sentenced in April.

A co-defendant, Daniel Cowart, 
21, of Bells, Tenn., remains in cus-
tody.

Authorities have described the two 
as white supremacist skinheads who 
hatched a plot for a cross-country 
robbery and killing spree that was to 
culminate with an attack on Obama.
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ETC.
Bliss  by Harry Bliss

Sponsored by:
SUDOKU PUZZLE

Directions
Fill in the grid so 
that every 3x3 box, 
row and column 
contains the digits 1 
through 9 without 
repeating numbers.

See Tuesday’s paper 
for sudoku and 
crossword solutions. GET TIPS AND MORE SOLUTIONS  

AT WWW.SUDOKU.COM

Thursday’s Solution

Sponsored by:

TODAY’S CROSSWORD

Joke of the Day
Q: Where do polar bears vote?
A: The North Poll

Today in History
On this day in 1929, civil rights 
leader Martin Luther King Jr. was 
born in Atlanta.

—The Associated Press



A $50,000 donation made to a local shelter as a result of 
head football coach Gary Patterson’s recent coaching award 
could make all the difference in the coming year. For more 
information check dailyskiff.com.

SLAM DUNK
BASKETBALL

Basketball faces Aztecs Saturday

COURTESY OF MEDIA RELATIONS 
Zvonko Buljan goes in for the layup in the Horned Frogs’ 80-70 
loss to the Texas Tech Raiders Dec. 9.
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SPORTS

By Austin Pearson
Staff Writer

Coming off a home vic-
tory against Wyoming, the 
men’s basketball team fac-
es a stiff test on the road 
against the San Diego State 
Aztecs this Saturday.

The Horned Frogs enter 
the contest with 9-8 over-
all record and are 2-1 in 
the Mountain West after a 
62-59 win over Wyoming 
Tuesday night.

“I’m just looking for 
consistency,” said TCU 
head coach Jim Christian. 
“That’s the one thing that’s 
been a struggle for us.”

The Aztecs are coming 
off consecutive losses to 
UNLV and Wyoming after 
beating then-No. 14 New 
Mexico at home 74-64. 
San Diego State has a 12-5 
overall record and are 1-2 
in Mountain West play.

“They’re athletic as you can 
get,” said Christian. “They’re 
experienced up front. They’re 

good. It’s a really good test go-
ing into their building.”

Senior guard Keion 
Mitchem said the Aztecs 
size and home court could 
pose some problems for 
the Horned Frogs.

TCU has a 1-5 road re-
cord this season while the 
Aztecs are undefeated at 
home with an 8-0 record. 
San Diego State won both 
games last season against 
the Horned Frogs.

“We’ve gone to tough 
places and winning on the 
road in this league is not 
the easiest thing to do,” 
said Christian. “When you 
go on the road your bat-
tling more things. You’re 
battling crowds. You’re bat-
tling the travel. You’ve got 
to be more focused. You 
got to have more energy 
and you’ve got to take the 
advantage of the opportu-
nities you get on the road.”

The Aztecs won the 
first meeting last season in 
San Diego, 67-50. Horned 

Frog forward Zvonko Bul-
jan scored 14 points in the 
loss. TCU guards Ronnie 
Moss and Edvinas Ruzgas 
both scored 10 points.

In the second meeting 
last year, the Horned Frogs 
dropped a heartbreaker in 
overtime 79-77. Moss was 
the leading scorer in the 
game with a then career-
high 22 points. Buljan had 
a double-double with 11 
points and 11 rebounds. 
Ruzgas also scored 11 
points in the game.

Moss leads the team in 
scoring and assists. He av-
erages 14.1 points and 5.8 

assists a game.
Buljan is the second 

leading scorer and the 
leading rebounder for the 
Frogs. He averages close to 
a double-double with 13.6 
points and 9.4 rebounds a 
game. Senior guard Edvi-
nas Ruzgas is averaging 13 
points a game for TCU.

San Diego State has four 
players that average dou-
ble-digit scoring a game. 
Junior forward Billy White 
is the leading scorer for the 
Aztecs. He averages 11.8 
points a game.

FALL SPORTS 

Frogs add new 
athletes this spring

Men’s                
Basketball at  

San Diego State
When: 9 p.m. Saturday
Where: San Diego
The game is scheduled 
to be broadcast on The 
Mtn.

Women’s           
Basketball vs. 

San Diego State 
When: Noon Saturday
Where: Daniel-Meyer 
Coliseum
The game is free of 
admission for students 
and scheduled for 
broadcast on The Mtn.

By Chris Blake
Staff Writer

Soccer

Two players were added 
this week to the Horned Frog 
soccer team that will compete 
in what head coach Dan Ab-
dalla called, “the year we’ve 
been building for.”

Kim Castleberry will 
transfer into the program 
from Texas A&M, where she 
played in 25 games, scoring 
two goals and one assist for 
the Aggies during her fresh-
man season in 2009. Top 
Drawer Soccer named her 
the No. 1 one recruit in the 
nation coming out of Prosper 
High School in 2009 and Ab-
dalla said she will immediate-
ly become the fastest player 
on the team.

“At any point she is going 
to have the ability to get in 
behind (defenses),” he said. 
“You can play 25 yards deep 
and she’ll be able to chase 
past you. She has a very ma-
ture understanding of the 
game with how to read space 
and take advantage of her 
speed.”

She is so fast that even 
track coach Darryl Ander-
son knew who she was, Ab-
dalla said.

The other addition to the 
squad will be Brittany Sly-
man from Legacy Christian 
Academy in Frisco. 

Slyman led the Dallas Tex-
ans to the 2008 under-17 
United States Youth Soccer 
National Championship and 
won the 2005 Nike Golden 
Boot, which is awarded to the 
top player at the nationwide 
Manchester United Premier 
Cup tournament, displaying 
her high level of play early in 
her career.

“Four years ago she played 
against our TCU team with a de-
velopmental team,” Abdalla said. 
“Even at that age she was one of 
the top two players on the field. 
She likes to go at players. She 
likes to take them off the dribble. 
She’s going to compliment what 
we have really well.”

Abdalla said he thought 
the pair of recruits will fit the 
Horned Frogs’ style of play, 
all starting with Castleber-
ry’s speed. If teams try to take 
space away in the back from 
Castleberry, he said it will 
open up the middle of the 
field for players like Slyman, 
sophomore forward Jordan 
Calhoun, redshirt sopho-
more forward Kaylie Garcia 
and junior Jackie Torda.

With six players on the 
roster that saw significant 
playing time in 2009, Abdal-
la said next season will be an 
important one for the team.

“What they do these next 
nine to 10 months is going 
to kind of define how they’re 
remembered here at this pro-
gram,” he said. “I’m excited 
for the opportunity that those 
kids have.”

Volleyball

The Horned Frog volleyball 
program announced the addi-
tion of Jordan Raines to a team 
that made its first NCAA Tour-
nament appearance in 2009. 
Raines comes to the team after 
two seasons at the University 
of Denver Pioneers.

The 6-foot outside hitter fin-
ished second on the Pioneers 
with 337 kills last season.

It will be a homecom-
ing of sorts for Raines, who 
graduated from Coppell High 
School in 2008. She led Cop-
pell to a district title as a se-
nior on the way to first team 
all-state honors.

By Ashley Freel
Staff Reporter

Without an opportunity to 
break into sports management 
or marketing, David Lindow 
found a way. He started the 
TCU Sports Networking Club, 
alongside sophomore business 
majors Kevin Able and Carrie 
Patterson.

Lindow, a sophomore mar-
keting major and president of 
the club, said he started the club 

because he wanted to work in 
the sports industry one day and 
wanted to help others on the 
same path.

“Since TCU does not have a 
sports management (or) sports 
marketing major at this point, I 
wanted to form an organization 
to assist students who were in-
terested in a career in the sports 
industry to achieve that goal,” 
he said.

Lindow said that he looked 
forward to behind-the-scenes 

opportunities and hands-on 
approaches that the club will 
make available to its mem-

bers. He said the club is look-
ing to bring in speakers from 
several sports organizations in 
the Dallas-Fort Worth area. He 
also said that he planned to visit 
different sports venues where 
there may be touring and net-
working opportunities. 

“I have spoken to a pro-
fessional sports organization 
who has offered us the op-
portunity to have some of our 
members shadow some em-
ployees as they prepare for a 

game,” Lindow said.
Lindow said the club will pro-

vide members with the oppor-
tunity to interact with success-
ful sport individuals and will 
provide a way to set themselves 
apart from competing appli-
cants when applying for intern-
ships and jobs.

The kick-off event is sched-
uled for Jan. 28 in the BLUU 
ballroom featuring guest speak-
er TCU athletics director Chris 
Del Conte. Del Conte will speak 

about his entrance into the 
world of sports and his jour-
ney to where he is today, leaving 
time for a question and answer 
session toward the end. 

Lindow said students are en-
couraged to come to the event 
and bring friends. 

He said club membership is 
free and membership forms will 
be available at the event. Stu-
dents can also join the club by 
e-mailing tcusportsnet@gmail.
com for a membership form.

SPORTS ORGANIZATIONS

Student starts new club to connect students and professionals

FOOTBALL

ROSS D. FRANKLIN / AP Photo
TCU coach Gary Patterson shouts instructions to his players during the second quarter in the Fiesta Bowl 
NCAA college football game against Boise State on Monday, Jan. 4, 2010, in Glendale, Ariz. 

ANDREW YOUNG / Staff Photographer
TCU forward Starr Crawford does a layup in the Lady Horned Frogs’ win 
65-44 overthe ULM Warhawks at the Daniel Meyer Coliseum Dec. 1.

“What they do these 
next nine to 10 
months is going to 
kind of define how 
they’re remembered 
here at this program. 
I’m excited for the 
opportunity that 
those kids have.”

Dan Abdalla
head coach

“...I wanted to form 
an organization to 
assist students who 
were interested 
in a career in the 
sports industry...”

David Lindow
president of the TCU SNC

For coverage of Saturday’s Lady 
Frogs’ home basketball game 
against the San Diego State Aztecs 
check dailyskiff.com. 


