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First floor of Sadler Hall emp-
tied and offices relocated for 
reconstruction.

Rose Bowl Game generates 
high cable ratings and ap-
parel sales at the bookstore.

P O S T  R O S E  B O W L   2

ROSE BOWL 
CHAMPIONS

TCU ends a perfect season 
with Rose Bowl win

Photo collage illustrates the events surrounding the 
Rose Bowl from the TCU Pep Rally, to the action of the 
game, to the glorious celebration after the victory.

PHOTO COLLAGE BY KENDALL REID 
PHOTOS BY MATT COFFELT 

Crews close parking lot to 
begin construction on the 
new Harrison Building.

B R I T E  D I V I N I T Y  1 5
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By Cathy Pham
Staff Reporter

After TCU’s Rose Bowl 
victory over Wisconsin 
generated the highest over-
night cable ratings on ESPN 
to date, thousands of fans 
headed to the TCU Book-
store for Horned Frog ap-
parel. 

Llisa Lewis, bookstore 
general manager, said about 
4,000 people were in the 
store buying merchandise 
the first day it came in. 

Lewis declined to provide 
sales numbers because it 
was private business infor-
mation. 

The first shipment of mer-
chandise that arrived in-
cluded gray Nike sweatshirts 
and hoodies, Lewis said. 
However the purple apparel 
was most in-demand. 

Many shoppers requested 
shirts that displayed the 
Horned Frog holding a rose 
in its mouth or those that 
display “champions,” “unde-

feated” or “perfect season,” 
Lewis said.

Although sales around 
this time of year have al-
ways been successful for the 
bookstore, the outcome of 
the Rose Bowl caused sales 
to rise, Lewis said. She said 
she expected steady sales 
with students returning to 
campus.

Lewis said sales will con-
tinue to rise until the Rose 
Bowl celebration on Jan. 16 
because Horned Frogs are 
proud to honor the football 
team.

“The world finally got to 
see what we’ve known all 
along — that TCU is just a 
very special place,” Lewis 
said.

The Horned Frogs’ 21-
19 win attracted more than 
20 million viewers on cable 
television and received a 
11.7 cable rating, which 
was the highest non-NFL 
overnight rating since ESPN 
ratings began in 2001, ac-
cording to an ESPN article. 

In comparison, the Fiesta 
Bowl match-up between 
Connecticut and Oklahoma 
produced a rating of 6.7, 
with almost 11 million cable 
viewers.

Junior economics major 
Lauren Wysoski said she 
watched the game on the big 
screen at the Hulen Movie 
Tavern. 

“Anyone could come and 
watch,” she said. “It was a 
lot of fun. There were some 
older people there too, and 
it was loud in there but re-
ally fun.”

The Horned Frog victory 
also drew attention to the 
bookstore, as Rose Bowl 
merchandise arrived Sun-
day morning after the game. 

Sophomore nursing major 
Ann Tran said she watched 
the game with her family in 
Fort Worth.

“I’ll get long-sleeve shirts 
and hoodies because it’ll be 
cold,” Tran said. “I’ll defi-
nitely be buying because we 
won the Rose Bowl.” 

Rose Bowl win gives ratings, apparel sales boost
CAMPUS

CATHY PHAM / STAFF REPORTER 
The TCU Bookstore displays hooded sweatshirts related to the Horned Frog’s Rose Bowl victory in 
Pasedena. The bookstore had about 4,000 people in the store buying merchandise the day it came in.
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MEET THE EDITORS
BOBBLE“ED” EDITION

SPRING 2011

Libby Davis
Editor-in-Chief

Senior news-editorial 
Journalism major

Akmal Marikar
Design Editor

Senior electrical
Engineering major

Now in her second semester as editor-in-chief and fourth 
year with the Skiff, Libby finally realized that she will 
have to graduate eventually. Her life plans, should the job 
market fail her, include backpacking across Japan, build-
ing a spaceship out of cardboard boxes and organizing a 
hamster army.

This time last year Mark was packing for 
a semester in London studying abroad. 
Now he’s gearing up for a semester in 
the newsroom editing stories. Heavy 
coats and a camera were traded for pen-
cils and an AP Stylebook (and a Nerf 
hoop). While he may not get to see the 
sights of Europe, spring in Texas is the 
next best thing (at least that’s what he 
keeps telling himself).

Marshall plans to spend his upcoming 
time in Washington, D.C., pretending 
that he is Robert Langdon while climb-
ing the stairs up the Washington Mon-
ument via handstand. He makes all of 
his editorial decisions while hanging 
upside down from the ceiling of the 
Skiff office, letting all the blood in his 
head influence his choices. Marshall 
can’t wait to buy his AP Stylebook T-
shirt as well as get a tattoo of Jeremy 
Kerley on his back.

Akmal is a mild mannered, future engineer who will one day 
be of service to society. Either that or a raving lunatic who will 
one day doom us all. Reeling from the realization that he is 
graduating this semester, he desperately clings to the last mo-
ments of college life he has left, hoping he will never have to 
convince skeptical prospective employers that he is capable of 
acting maturely and sensibly.

Mark Bell	
Managing Editor

Senior news-editorial 
Journalism and political science 
double major

Marshall Doig
Associate/Opinion Editor

Junior news-editorial 
Journalism major
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Kerri Feczko
News Editor

Junior broadcast 
Journalism and political 
science double major

Andrea Drusch
Web Editor

Junior news-editorial 
journalism major

Ryne Sulier
Sports Editor

Senior news-editorial 
journalism and political 
science double major

Katey Muldrow
News Editor

Junior news-editorial 
Journalism major

Rebecca Jeffrey
Junior Web Editor

Senior broadcast 
Journalism major

Kerri currently likes Connect Four, Dallas Stars, dimples 
and Chinese food. She dislikes blinking time left on the 
microwave, june bugs and blue football fields, and think 
maybe she could someday like mushrooms, cold weather, 
and Kirk Herbstreit. (maybe...)

Andrea Drusch learned everything she knows about the 
Internet from shopping online. When her hobby was inhib-
ited by the lousy wireless connection in Worth Hills, she was 
forced to continue working at the Skiff to maintain both ac-
cess to the Internet and a positive bank account balance. An-
drea can’t wait to escape to Washington next semester, where 
she will finally put all of those boots to use. 

Matt is a fairly nonchalant guy, easy 
going, and gets along well with oth-
ers. This is mainly because he is lazy, 
doesn’t care so much, and generally 
just tunes out when other people are 
speaking. It’s a good life, one full of 
photos and wonder, and the more pho-
tos there are, the more wonder there is.

Katey’s wish list: a vicious-looking dog to protect her 
from little girls selling Girl Scout cookies, cozy shoes 
to walk to the Sandage parking lot when she misses the 
short bus, and a how-to book for that black hole in her 
apartment people call the kitchen.

Rebecca Jeffrey is a Scottish maiden of virtue who en-
joys scented candles and her morning Starbucks. On her 
path toward graduation, Rebecca looks forward to being 
a tap dancing morning show host with Regis Philbin.  
Until then, Rebecca will begin her broadcasting career 
in the lucrative market of El Paso and star in starving 
artists’ documentaries. 

Ryne just survived a semester in the Big City, a loner 
Dallas Cowboys fan trapped in the Lion’s Den (Wash-
ington, D.C.). Welcome to the Jungle was fitting, as he 
interned with zebras at National Geographic Channel 
(seriously). Now as sports editor he is just trying to earn 
an honest dollar and have a little fun before he gradu-
ates and is sent back into the wild.

Matt Coffelt
Multimedia Editor

Sophmore pre-major
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Sponsored by:

SUDOKU PUZZLE

Directions
Fill in the grid so 
that every 3x3 box, 
row and column 
contains the digits 1 
through 9 without 
repeating numbers.

GET TIPS AND MORE SOLUTIONS  
AT WWW.SUDOKU.COM

See tomorrow’s paper for 
Solutions!

Sponsored by:

TODAY’S CROSSWORD
Sponsored by:

PATHEM

See tomorrow’s paper for 
Solutions!

How to play:
Spell the phrase in the grid above it, 
writing each unique letter only once.
The correct solution will spell the complete 
phrase along a single continuous spelling 
path that moves horizontally, vertically 
and diagonally. Fill the grid from square 
to square - revisiting letters as needed to 
complete the spelling path in order. Each 
letter will appear only once in the grid.
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Sample

By Katie Terhune
Staff Reporter

With lows for Tuesday and 
Wednesday predicted to be 
well below freezing, students 
are bracing for more chilly 
weather this week.

According to the National 
Weather Service, this cold 
weather comes on the heels 
of a winter storm watch that 
ended Sunday evening af-
ter depositing 0.3 inches of 

snow on the Fort Worth area.
Sophomore nursing ma-

jor Kristy Wilson found the 
chilly weather a welcome 

change from the humidity 
in her hometown, Houston. 
She said she was able to wear 
shorts on Christmas day in 
Houston.

“I actually really like it,” 
Wilson said. “It’s cold, so it 
feels like January, not Au-
gust.”

Wilson said she was look-
ing forward to the possibility 
of more snow.

“I’m really excited,” she 
said. “Last year, school was 

canceled for Thursday and 
Friday. I want that to happen 
again.”

According to the National 
Weather Service, tempera-
tures will fall as low as 19 de-
grees today and to the mid-
20s on Wednesday.

Fort Worth’s National 
Weather Service representa-
tive, Matt Mosier, said stu-
dents should be more con-
cerned about icy roads than 
any potential snowfall that 

would disrupt class.
“Any water, any residual 

moisture left on the road is 
likely to freeze,” Mosier said. 
“There’s a potential, if there’s 
any kind of moisture on the 
roads, [that] there could be 
some icy spots out there.”

Sophomore broadcast 
journalism major Lexy Cruz 
said she was concerned 
about the effect that below-
freezing temperatures could 
have on commuter students 

and those traveling back 
from out of town. 

“[In] Texas, we don’t know 
how to deal with snow,” 
Cruz said. “We close school 
for two inches of snow, so 
it might be hard for people 
who don’t know how to drive 
in [it].”

The forecast for the week-
end shows highs in the upper 
50s, according to the Nation-
al Weather Service.

HOW TO PLAY: 
Spell the phrase in 
the grid above it, 
writing each unique 
letter only once. 
The correct solution 
will spell the 
complete phrase 
along a single continuous spelling 
path that moves horizontally, 
vertically and diagonally. Fill the grid 
from square to square - revisiting 
letters as needed to complete the 
spelling path in order. Each letter will 
appear only once in the grid. 

© 2011 Thinking Machine, Inc. All Rights Reserved.  visit www.Pathem.com

topic: Sports

Freezing temperatures could lead to dangerous driving conditions

See tomorrow’s paper for 
Solutions!

WEATHER

 “We close school for 
two inches of snow, 
so it might be hard 
for people who don’t 
know how to drive in 
[it].”

Lexy Cruz
Sophomore broadcst journalism 
major



By Chelsea Katz
Staff Reporter

If students, faculty and staff 
go to Sadler Hall and do not 
find the office they are looking 
for, they might try looking up.

First floor offices in Sadler 
Hall were relocated to the sec-
ond floor to make room for 
crews working to modernize 
the building and to make it 
more energy efficient, a uni-
versity official said.

Associate provost Leo Mun-
son said construction on the 
first floor was scheduled to be 
finished Feb. 18. Construction 
on the second floor would be-
gin Feb. 28 and would be com-
pleted in July, he said.

A sign on the hallway entry 
door directs students to tem-
porary offices for Scholarships 
and Student Financial Aid, 
Campus Life, Assessment and 
Institutional Effectiveness and 
Academic Affairs Technology 
until February. The Student 
Accounts office would be the 
only office left to operate in 
its usual location on the first 
floor.

Susan Adams, associate vice 
chancellor for student affairs 
and dean of campus life, said 
she did not anticipate a prob-
lem with students finding the 
temporary offices because of 
the signs posted and the em-

ployees who could tell stu-
dents that the offices are in a 
different location.

“Nothing’s changed,” Ad-
ams said. “Phone numbers 
haven’t changed. E-mail ad-
dresses haven’t changed. 
Hours of operation haven’t 
changed. You just walk up the 
staircase and here you are.”

Adams also said the Of-
fice of Campus Life would be 
sending out an e-mail about 
the temporary change once 
students get back on campus 
for the semester.

Munson said the renovation 
would leave Sadler Hall look-
ing like Reed Hall, which was 
renovated in spring 2010. Ac-
cording to TCU’s online, self-
guided tour, Sadler Hall was 
built in 1960, and Munson 
said it had not been renovated 
in more than 20 years.

“The feeling was we needed 
to bring [Sadler] up to the 
standards of the facilities we’ve 
been remodeling and build-
ing,” Munson said. 

With these standards comes 
the university’s continuing 
effort toward greater sustain-
ability.

“All the windows will be re-
placed, which from a student 
perspective is important be-
cause it is part of the sustain-
ability effort at the university,” 
Munson said. 

Munson, who is also the 
coordinator of information 
for the modernization project, 
said the project began with the 
third floor, or fourth level, and 
then moved to the basement, 
or first level, of the building. 
Next, workers would move to 
the second floor, or third level, 
once the current construction 
was finished.

With the recent vacancies 
left by the Office of Admis-
sion and the political science 
department, it seemed like a 
good time for construction to 
start, Munson said.

Munson said it was a year-
long project, beginning last 
June and ending late July 2011.

Space was also a reason for 
the renovation. Munson said 
the hallways are very wide on 
the second floor, reflecting 
Sadler Hall’s history as a class-
room building. 

The second floor would un-
dergo the most construction 
after it is gutted to leave four 
walls and the columns holding 
up the floor.

“They’re actually narrow-
ing the hallways here so we 
can put more people onto this 
floor,” Munson said. “We’re 
enlarging the capacity of this 
floor.”

All the other floors will have 
the original hallway structure, 
he said.

Adams said she was very 
excited about the renovations. 
Though she is still working out 
of a few boxes in the Office of 
Campus Life, she said she had 
not experienced much incon-
venience with moving.

“This building has not been 
renovated in a long, long 
time,” Adams said. “So I think 
it will be a wonderful addition 
to the main campus and make 
us be more efficient and more 
effective.”

Mike Scott, director of 
scholarships and financial aid, 
said the only inconvenience 
of the move was having to put 
multiple people in offices due 
to a lack of space in their tem-
porary offices.

He said visitors and pro-
spective students understand 
that the construction is tem-
porary and that the Office of 
Admission directs visitors and 
prospective students to the 
temporary office. 

The remodeled office will 
be in the same location as be-
fore but will have more space, 
Scott said.  

“After the admissions of-
fice, we’re probably the most-
often visited office by pro-
spective students and their 
families,” Scott said. “Making 
a good first impression and 
having it look nice and pro-
fessional is a big deal.”
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Offices in Sadler Hall moved for renovation until February 

Brite breaks ground for expansion
By Brooke Crum
Staff Reporter

Construction crews be-
gan breaking ground be-
hind Beasley Hall and 
the Moore Building over 
Christmas break to make 
way for the new Harrison 
Building, D. Newell Wil-
liams, president of the Brite 
Divinity School, said. 

The Brite Divinity School 
will fund the $11 million 

structure  which would add 
a fourth building to the 
three already encompassed 
in the religion center, Wil-
liams said. 

Harold J. Leeman, associ-
ate director of major proj-
ects and facilities planning 
for the Physical Plant, said 
the parking lot east of the 
religion buildings would 
be occupied by the Austin 
Construction Company un-
til the project’s scheduled 

completion in January 
o f 2012. Officials could 
not confirm the specific 
number of spaces in the lot.

Senior Christa Avery, a 
film, television and digital 
media major, said the uni-
versity was already suffer-
ing from a lack of parking 
for students. 

“I have to get here by 
eight o’clock every morn-
ing even if I don’t have a 
class till later to get a park-
ing space here,” Avery said. 
“Plus, we all pay for a park-

ing spot, so we should all 
have our own parking spot.”

DeAnn Jones, coordina-
tor for parking and trans-
portation, said the reserved 
spaces that were located 
in the original parking lot 
have been moved to the 
lot east of the construction 
site.  

The new Harrison Build-
ing would be three stories 
tall and encompass around 
24,000 square feet, Wil-
liams said. It would follow 
the same Georgian, salmon 
brick style as the other re-
ligion buildings, and the 
roofline would also reflect 
the style of the Robert Carr 
Chapel. 

“When they’re done, 
there will be a lovely plaza 
between Moore, Beasley, 
the cloisters that are behind 
the chapel and this new 
building,” Williams said.

According to the Brite 
Divinity School Bulletin, 
the school has been housed 

in the Moore Building since 
1953.

With more than 200 
students, the theological 
graduate school had been 
operating out of only three 
classrooms for more than 
60 years. Williams said the 

school has had to convert 
spaces to different uses over 
the years in order to accom-
modate the growing num-
ber of students and faculty. 

“There are no restrooms 
on the third floor of Moore 
because the restrooms are 

now used as faculty offic-
es,” Williams said. “We’ve 
had to retrofit everything 
because the building was 
built for 100 students — we 
have over 200. The build-
ing was built for six faculty 
— we have 20.”

The following offices will be in new locations until construction 
is finished in February. 
Scholarships and Student Financial Aid, Sadler 205 
Campus Life, Sadler 211 
Assessment and Institutional Effectiveness, Sadler 209 
Academic Affairs Technology, Scharbauer 2015

CAMPUS

CAMPUS

KATIE SHERIDAN / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Construction for the new Brite Divinity Expansion behind the current Brite Divinity School and Beasley 
Hall began over Christmas break.

“When they’re done, 
there will be a lovely 
plaza between 
Moore, Beasley, the 
cloisters that are be-
hind the chapel and 
this new building.”

D. Newell Williams
President of Brite Divinity School



By Ryne Sulier 
Sports Editor

Chancellor Victor Boschini 
and Director of Intercollegiate 
Athletics Chris Del Conte an-
nounced Friday night that two 
years were added to TCU head 
football coach Gary Patterson’s 
original deal, extending his 
contract through 2018.

As a private institution, TCU 
is not obligated to release sal-
ary figures.

“Gary Patterson is sim-
ply the best football coach in 
America,” Del Conte said in 
a statement. “He has done a 
remarkable job in energiz-
ing a campus and community 
around his program and TCU 
as a whole.”

Prior to Patterson’s arrival on 
campus as defensive coordina-
tor in 1998, the Horned Frogs 
had four bowl wins in their 
history.

No. 3 TCU defeated No. 5 
Wisconsin 21-19 in the Rose 
Bowl Jan. 1 to cap off a 13-0 
season.

“To see a sea of purple in the 
stands at the Rose Bowl is a tes-
tament to what Gary and his 

staff have accomplished,” Del 
Conte said in the statement. 
“We couldn’t be more proud 
to have him as our coach and 
leader. He is a perfect fit for 
TCU.”

The Horned Frogs have won 
six conference titles with Pat-
terson on staff with 12 bowl 
appearances in 13 years. The 
Frogs are 8-4 in bowl games 
with Patterson at TCU. 

“Gary Patterson is an inte-
gral part of the TCU and Fort 
Worth communities,” Boschini 
said in a statement. “He has a 
great passion for the overall 
mission of our university and 
for providing our students with 
a positive experience academi-
cally, socially and athletically.”

Patterson said in a state-
ment, “I would like to thank 
Chancellor Boschini, our 
Board of Trustees and Chris 
Del Conte for the support they 
provide in allowing us to have 
a football program that makes 
TCU and Fort Worth proud. 
Our administration’s commit-
ment to the goals we have in 
our program have enabled us 
to be successful and to keep 
pushing forward.”

Two Frogs to play in Senior 
Bowl

Senior quarterback Andy 
Dalton and senior wide re-
ceiver and return specialist 
Jeremy Kerley accepted in-
vitations to play in the 2011 
Senior Bowl.

The 62nd Senior Bowl will 
be played at 3 p.m. Jan. 29 
at Ladd-Peebles Stadium in 
Mobile, Ala. NFL Network 
will televise the game and all 
practices during the week. 

Dalton capped off his ca-
reer as the nation’s active 
wins leader at quarterback 
with a 42-7 record. He was 
the Offensive MVP of TCU’s 
Rose Bowl win. It was Dal-
ton’s third bowl game MVP 
award in his career.

Kerley, the Mountain 
West Conference Special 
Teams Player of the Year in 
consecutive seasons, is one 
of two players in the nation 
to rank in the top 20 in punt 
return average (12.9 yards) 
and kickoff returns average 
(27.7 yards) this season. He 
also led TCU with 56 re-
ceptions and 10 touchdown 
catches.

Dalton named Bobby 
Bowden Award finalist

Awarded by the Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes and 
named after former Florida 
State football coach Bobby 
Bowden, the award recog-
nizes the Division I football 
player who epitomizes a 
student-athlete and conducts 
himself as a faith model in 
the community, classroom 
and field. 

Florida State quarterback 
Christian Ponder and Van-
derbilt tight end John Stokes 
are the other finalists.

Boyce named to Freshman 
All-America Team

Freshman wide receiver 
Josh Boyce has been named 
to the Football Writers Asso-
ciation of America Freshman 
All-America Team.

Boyce was also named a 
Freshman All-American by 
CollegeFootballNews.com 
and Rivals.com.

Boyce set a TCU freshman 
record with his team-high 
646 receiving yards. His 34 
receptions were second on 
the team.
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By Landon Haaf
Staff Reporter

While students were 
away on winter break, the 
women’s basketball team 
remained in action on the 
hardwood. The Lady Frogs 
seem to have made a signif-
icant turnaround over the 
six-game stretch, going 5-1 
and getting off to an un-
defeated start in Mountain 
West Conference play.

The Lady Frogs’ late De-
cember run included wins 
over Sam Houston State, 
Texas Southern, Oklahoma 
and conference foes San 
Diego State and UNLV.

The team’s success has 
come despite struggling 
with sloppy play early in 
games.

Head basketball coach 
Jeff Mittie described his 
team’s play in the first half 

of Saturday’s game against 
UNLV as careless and lack-
adaisical.

Mittie attributed the re-
cent improvements to get-
ting players to give the 
team second, third and 
fourth chances. 

These new options 
helped senior point guard 
Helena Sverrisdottir make 
her way into the TCU re-
cord books. In Saturday’s 
win, Sverrisdottir broke 
the all-time record for as-
sists in program history. 
Sverrisdottir’s career assists 
mark now stands at 465.

Sverrisdottir credited 
her teammates with the 
achievement.

“The only reason I am 
able to get this record is 
because I have such good 
shooters around me,” she 
said.

One of those shooters is 
senior guard Emily Carter, 
who leads the Mountain 
West with 19.7 points per 
game. Carter was named 
one of TCU’s Athletes of 
the Week after scoring 26 
points against Oklahoma 
in a 76-69 upset win.

Carter, Sverrisdottir 
and sophomore forward 
Starr Crawford have been 
a dominant trio this year, 

combining for more than 
48 points per game. 

The Lady Frogs will look 
to build on their 2-0 con-
ference start and improve 
on last year’s 12-4 record in 
the MWC.

Up Next:
The Lady Frogs travel to 

Laramie, Wyo., on Wednes-
day where they will take on 
the 11-3 Cowgirls at 8 p.m. 
CST in the Arena-Audito-
rium. The Lady Frogs will 
try to snap the Cowgirls’ 
current six-game winning 
streak and will try to stretch 
their own four-game win-
ning streak to five.

The Lady Frogs will bat-
tle the 7,220-foot elevation 
in Laramie to prevent an-
other slow start to a game. 
Though Mittie said in Sat-
urday’s press conference he 
didn’t care about the eleva-
tion, he planned to combat 
the elevation by keeping the 
team fresher and subbing 
players sooner in the game.

As far as stopping the 
Cowgirls’ attack, Mit-
tie said he was concerned 
with limiting rebounds 
by senior forward Hillary 
Carlson and senior guard 
Aubrey Vandiver as well 
as keeping Vandiver off 

the free-throw line. Both 
Carlson and Vandiver rank 
near the top of the Moun-
tain West in scoring and 
rebounding. Carlson aver-
ages 18.5 points and 7.5 

rebounds, while Vandiver 
puts up 17.7 points and 9.9 
rebounds per game.

Wednesday’s game in 
Laramie will be followed by 
a return to Daniel-Meyer 

Coliseum for a conference 
game with Colorado State. 

All the Lady Frogs’ games 
can be followed live on the 
GameTracker and on go-
frogs.com.

Lady Frogs off to an undefeated start in MWC play
BASKETBALL

SKIFF ARCHIVES 
Junior guard Antoinette Thompson sprints past a Houston defender earlier in the season.

Patterson signs two-year extension, contract now through 2018
FOOTBALL

“The only reason I am 
able to get this record 
is because I have such 
good shooters around 
me.”

Helena Sverrisdottir
Senior point guard
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Looking back on the college 
football season through the eyes of 
a TCU fan, I’m blown away by the 
power of character and integrity 
in the game. The way the players, 
teams and institutions carry them-
selves factors strongly into both 
public perception and results on 
the field. Those that point fingers, 
display cockiness and break rules 
eventually get what’s coming their 
way. 

We saw the media scrutinize 
controversial Heisman Trophy 
winner and Auburn quarterback 
Cam Newton for weeks and weeks. 
Assuming money changed hands 
for Newton to attend Auburn, it’s 
too bad “Pony Excess” didn’t come 
out earlier to teach administrators 
and boosters a lesson. Not surpris-
ingly, the NCAA showed its inabil-
ity to be conclusive or satisfy the 
public in investigating the issue.

We saw Ohio State head football 
coach Jim Tressel lose five players 
from his Buckeyes for next season’s 
first five games for violating NCAA 
rules. We then saw remarkable 
hypocrisy in the NCAA’s ruling, 
which allowed those players to 
compete in the Sugar Bowl.

The nation saw an Oregon team 
fight off its mistakes from last sea-
son to make it to the BCS National 
Championship after losing to Boise 
State last year. That game was com-
plete with Oregon’s LeGarrette 
Blount maliciously punching a Boi-

se player in the face after the game, 
showing Blount’s true character. 

Best of all, we saw Ohio State 
President Gordon Gee stun the 
nation with his audacious elitism, 
lack of sensitivity to a Catholic 
charitable organization and utter 
absence of knowledge regarding 
college football by calling TCU and 
Boise State’s competition “Little 
Sisters of the Poor.” 

My hat’s off to Stanford quarter-
back Andrew Luck for staying at 
the Cardinal when he could be the 
No. 1 pick in the 2011 NFL Draft. 
Luck undeniably increased his 
draft stock in winning the Orange 
Bowl with MVP honors. Although 
his move didn’t convince former 
head coach Jim Harbaugh to stay at 
Stanford, Luck will be able to earn 
his degree and continue to prepare 
for the NFL for another year. 

TCU doesn’t get a whole lot of 
prima donnas like Pryor, Blount or 
Newton. TCU fields hard-working 
men who follow their coaches’ 
guidance and who believe in some-
thing bigger than themselves. 

TCU’s Bart Johnson was never 
a blue-chip recruit out of Brown-
wood High because of his size, but 
Johnson has displayed an incom-
parable work ethic to get himself 
where he is today.

Johnson caught the first touch-
down of the Rose Bowl, held the 
extra points and caught a key on-

side kick at the end of the game to 
help secure a Horned Frog victory.

Although senior quarterback 
Andy Dalton looks more the part 
at first glance, he certainly didn’t 
become the starting quarterback 
during his freshman year by 
default. 

Though Dalton is far too humble 
to point it out himself, head foot-
ball coach Gary Patterson spoke on 
his behalf on the Dan Patrick radio 
show last week. When Patrick 
asked Patterson about the move to 
the Big East Conference, Patterson 
suggested that Dalton might have 
received more attention from na-
tional quarterback awards if TCU’s 
games were more widely broadcast. 

When it comes to the leadership 
of TCU administrators, a Venn 
diagram of Patterson, Director 
of Athletics Chris Del Conte and 
Chancellor Victor Boschini would 
undeniably intersect at classiness, 
perseverance and success. Al-
though Boschini doesn’t speak on 
behalf of athletics outside of major 
events, it’s unique to TCU to hear 
the head football coach and athlet-
ics director credit the head of the 
university for athletic successes as 
much as they do.

As the Frogs “climb the moun-
tain,” TCU football players, staff 
and fans ought to be careful to 
maintain our class and humility. 
As the age old saying goes, “power 
corrupts.” TCU has gained a con-
siderable amount of power, both 
as a football team and a university. 
Regardless of which athletes lead 
TCU in this new era of nationwide 
respect and credibility, to move 
on admirably, we mustn’t lose our 
strength of character or integrity. 

John Andrew Willis is a senior 
Spanish major from Dallas.

In the end, Andy Dalton did 
what he does best — win.

The TCU defense was as stout 
as ever, and the special teams 
units were solid too, but it was 
college football’s winningest 
active quarterback who led the 
Frogs to a 21-19 win over Wis-
consin in the Rose Bowl on New 
Year’s Day.

Senior quarterback Dalton 
finished 15 for 23 passing for 
219 yards and a touchdown. His 
statistics weren’t gaudy, they were 
just solid, much like every other 
aspect of Dalton’s decorated four-
year career. It was how he got to 
those numbers that gave TCU the 
edge.

It was performances like the 
Rose Bowl that earned Dalton 
(along with wide receiver/return 
specialist Jeremy Kerley) an invi-
tation to the 2011 Senior Bowl. 

Dalton seemingly picked apart 
every coverage the Badger defense 
threw at him. His passes were 
sharp and on time, and in the 
run game he was just as effective 
operating the read option to per-
fection on several occasions. One 
resulted in a touchdown when 
Dalton drew Wisconsin defensive 
end J.J. Watt towards the middle 
of the field by faking a hand off to 
running back Ed Wesley and then 
scampering past Watt into the 
corner of the end zone.

Big-time players make big-
time plays in big-time games 
— Dalton’s performance in 
Pasadena, Calif. was no differ-
ent. The senior’s last game as a 
Horned Frog was his best. He 
controlled the game and ran the 
offense with nearly the same ef-
ficiency as he did against Baylor 
earlier in the year when he set 
the school record for completion 
percentage by completing 21 of 23 
passes. This time he wasn’t facing 
a mediocre team at home; he did 

his damage against the Big Ten 
co-champions in a stadium that 
was about 65 percent Badger-red.

TCU legend Sammy Baugh 
may have won a national champi-
onship and TCU’s Davey O’Brien 
may have won a Heisman trophy, 
but Dalton helped complete 
the resurrection of a program 
that had been dormant from 
the national scene for nearly six 
decades. Had he not played at 
a near-perfect level in the Rose 
Bowl, TCU could have very well 
lost the game and right or wrong, 
the Frogs’ season would have 
been tainted.

Critics would have pointed to 
the fact that TCU was not fit for 
the week-to-week grind of play-
ing among college football’s elite. 
The Horned Frogs still would 
have gone to the Big East where 
they could earn an automatic BCS 
berth, but their chances of mak-
ing it to a future BCS national 
championship game would not 
have improved. 

But instead, because of Dalton’s 
leadership, TCU had just enough 
to get past Wisconsin. Because of 
the Rose Bowl victory, TCU will 
be back in serious contention for 
a national championship in the 
future.

Hanging outside the east end 
of Amon G. Carter Stadium are 
five banners honoring some of 
the greatest Horned Frogs ever. 
Pictures of Baugh, O’Brien, Jim 
Swink, Bob Lilly and LaDanian 
Tomlinson hang from the side 
of the stadium. Maybe a finish-
ing touch to the current stadium 
renovations would be making 
room for a sixth banner honoring 
TCU’s winningest quarterback.

But if honoring Dalton was 
based on more than just numbers 
and records and was also based 
on the fact that he helped save the 
program from mid-major ano-
nymity, perhaps a statue would be 
more appropriate.

Ryan Osborne is a freshman journalism 
major from Lawton, Okla.

Football team must keep integrity
OPINION OPINION

John Andrew Willis

Dalton shines in 
Rose Bowl victory

MATT COFFELT / MULTIMEDIA EDITOR
TCU quarterback Andy Dalton runs for a touchdown against Wisconsin in the Rose Bowl on Jan. 1.

Ryan Osborne

Dalton seemingly picked 
apart every coverage the 
Badger defense threw at 
him. His passes were sharp 
and on time, and in the run 
game he was just as ef-
fective operating the read 
option to perfection on 
several occasions.

Looking back on the college 
football season through the 
eyes of a TCU fan, I’m blown 
away by the power of char-
acter and integrity in the 
game. 

D a l t o n
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L A D Y  F R O G SB A S K E T B A L L
Women’s basketball 
looks to stretch win 
streak to five.

Tomorrow: How injuries 
to Dirk and Butler will 
affect the Mavs.

Auburn regains footing to claim National Championship title 
By Eddie Pells
Associated Press

GLENDALE, Ariz. (AP) 
— Auburn running back 
Michael Dyer never heard 
any whistle, so he just kept 
running — past the tackler 
who thought he had him 
down and deep into Oregon 
territory.

Dyer broke stride, then 
took off on a once-in-a-
lifetime run in the final 
minutes, setting up a field 
goal on the last play that led 
No. 1 Auburn over the No. 
2 Ducks 22-19 in the BCS 
championship game Mon-
day night.

The freshman running 
back upstaged Auburn’s 
Heisman-winning quar-
terback Cam Newton with 
a 37-yard run, in which he 
appeared down but wasn’t 

— his knee never hit the 
ground — as he rolled over 
Oregon defender Eddie 
Pleasant to put the Tigers in 
scoring position.

Three plays later, Dyer ran 
16 yards to push the ball to 
the 1 and set up Wes By-
rum’s 19-yard field goal with 
no time left. It was his sixth 
career game-winning field 
goal — the one that capped 
off a perfect, 14-0 season, 
brought the title back to Au-
burn for the first time since 
1957 and left the Southeast-
ern Conference on top for 
the fifth straight year.

“Fifty-three years, baby,” 
coach Gene Chizik said to 
the cheering crowd. “This is 
for you. War Eagle!”

A classic sequence to 
close out a wild finish — 
five crazy minutes of foot-
ball that made up for the 

first 55, which were more 
of a bruising battle than the 
offensive masterpiece ev-
eryone had predicted.

The craziness began when 
Casey Matthews, son of the 
1980s NFL linebacker Clay, 
knocked the ball from New-
ton’s hands while he was 
trying to ice a 19-11 lead.

Oregon’s offense, shut 
down by Nick Fairley & Co. 
for most of the night, moved 

45 yards over the next 2:17 
and Darron Thomas threw 
a shovel pass to LaMichael 
James for a touchdown. 
Thomas hit Jeff Maehl for 
the tying 2-point conver-
sion with 2:33 left and the 
game was down to one pos-
session.

And that possession will 
be remembered for one in-
credible play.

Dyer took the handoff 
from Newton and ran off 
right tackle for what looked 
like a 6- or 7-yard gain. 
Nothing routine about this 
one, though. He never heard 
a whistle, wasn’t sure his 
knee hit the ground, so he 
popped up and kept going. 
Almost everyone on the field 
had stopped playing, but the 
referee never blew the play 
dead. Dyer made it to the 
Oregon 23. An official’s re-

view ensued and the replay 
showed that, indeed, his knee 
had never touched the turf.

“I was going out there, try-
ing to make a play. I just kept 
my feet moving,” he said.

The freshman finished 
with 143 yards and was 
named Offensive Player 
of the Game — no small 
feat considering he had the 
Heisman Trophy winner, 
Newton, playing well on the 
same offense.

Newton threw for 265 
yards and two touchdowns 
and ran for 64 yards, most 
in short, punishing bites.

It was a good perfor-
mance, but not spectacu-
lar — par for the course in 
a game that was projected 
as a possible 60-55 shoot-
out by Steve Spurrier and a 
74-point touchdown-fest by 
the oddsmakers who set the 

over-under.
Wearing white jerseys, 

green pants and DayGlo 
shoes and socks, the Ducks 
got only 49 yards rushing 
from James. An offense 
that had been held un-
der 37 points only once all 
year managed just the two 
touchdowns. The last one 
came on a simple shovel 
pass from Thomas, who fin-
ished with 363 yards — 81 
of which came on a long 
pass to Maehl that set up the 
first touchdown.

Oregon was held below 37 
points for only the second 
time all season and the fast-
paced offense that turned 
most opponents into mush 
in the second half had trou-
ble wearing down Auburn.

Fairley, Auburn’s 298-pound 
defensive tackle, did the most 
damage. 

“I was going out 
there, trying to 
make a play. I 
just kept my feet          
moving.”

Michael Dyer
Auburn running back

MARK J. TERRILL / ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Auburn’s Michael Dyer (5) is tackled short of the goal line by Oregon’s Eddie Pleasant (11) defends during the second half of the BCS National Championship NCAA college football game Monday, Jan. 10, 2011, in 
Glendale, Ariz. Auburn won 22-19.


